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The Battle Begins: Daybreak to 7:30 a.m.
THE PRELUDE TO ANTIETAM
September 16, 1862

by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 13)

General Lee was an early riser. On the night of the 15th his headquarters were pitched in a body of open woods nearly three-fourths of a mile wesisbitige Sha
town square, on the right of the road leading to Shepherdstown. Very soon after daybreak of the 16th he had breakfast and was oniGandtafterivalking
among the guns of the Washington Artillery, trying in vain to pierce the fog that hung over the course of the Antietam, to see what McClellan watkddibgcwa

to the roadside, where a campfire was smoldering. Here, about sunrise, a young officer of Longstreet's staff rode up, dismounted, and delageetbavhiess

Lee listened attentively, then as in a soliloquy, said: "All will be right if McLaws gets out of Pleasant Valley." Still earlier in the morning hertidldiehe head of
Jackson's column had reached the Potomac and that, when Jackson left Harper's Ferry, McLaws was still in the valley, but had been ordered bglliackson to f
as soon as possible.

We return to Jackson and Walker, whom we left at Harper's Ferry and Loudoun Heights on the morning of the 15th. We have noted the receipt by Jaskson of Lee'
orders to join him as speedily as possible, but Jackson's men were out of rations and these could not be immediately supplied. Late in the afredndéh Gene
Lawton, commanding Ewell's division, was ordered to march to Sharpsburg, 14 miles distant. Two only of his brigades--Lawton's and Trimise'dyaack r

Lawton started with these near sunset, leaving General Early, with his brigade and Hays', to follow as soon as possible. Lawton marched upside gfrtjiaia

Potomac until late in the night and went into camp about four miles from Shepherdstown Ford. Early was not promptly supplied with rations, anchightas mid

when they had been cooked. At 1 a.m. he marched with his brigade and Hays' and overtaking Lawton, the entire division was on the march at earlgddawn, cross
Shepherdstown Ford at sunrise and, proceeding on the Sharpsburg road, halted in a wood, about a mile from town, near Jackson's Division, dleatihad prece
crossing the Potomac.

No sooner had the surrender of Harper's Ferry been assured than Walker descended Loudoun Heights, crossed the Shenandoah at Keys' Ferry and marched to
Halltown, where he halted for rations. At 1 a.m. he resumed his march, overtook the rear of Jackson's force, about an hour later, and reachenivBIrepterdst
between daylight and sunrise. His division crossed the river early in the day, and halted in a grove about midway from the ford to Sharpsburgnainecuité

3 a.m. of the 17th, when it moved to the right and took position to cover Snavely's and Myers' fords south of Sharpsburg. Jackson made this regd@: PLeavi

Hill to receive the surrender of the Federal Troops and take the requisite steps for securing the captured stores, | moved, in obedience toherderafnamding
general, to rejoin him in Maryland with the remaining divisions of my command. By a severe night march we reached the vicinity of Sharpsburg ongta therni
16th."

Some of Jackson's staff officers and others say that Jackson reported to Lee at daylight on Cath&enerhl Walker says ("Battle and Leaders," Vol. 1163.1)

that he rode forward with Jackson from Shepherdstown Ford about 8 o'clock. In another article in the volume referred to he says that after thertssgrs thed
Potomac he rode forward with Jackson at midday to report to Lee: "l expected to find General Lee anxious and careworn. Anxious enough, no doubttezevas; bu
was nothing in his look or manner to indicate it. On the contrary, he was calm, dignified, and even cheerful. If he had a well organized army of EdarGO#: tes
back, he could not have appeared more composed and confident. On shaking hands with us, he simply expressed his satisfaction with the resatibofaiur oper
Harper's Ferry, and with our timely arrival at Sharpsburg; adding that with our reinforcements he felt confident of being able to hold his grthendramtl of the
divisions of R.H. Anderson, McLaws and A.P. Hill, which were still behind, and which did not arrive until the next day."

Jackson and Walker brought to Lee about 10,300 officers and men. This was not a large reinforcement but, with 15,600 alr¢mty gaped ee an aggregate of
infantry, cavalry, and artillery of 25,900 men, all veteran soldiers. It was a compact, well trained force. As the long September day wore onhemdegetnaé to

rest, Lee became confident that he would not be called upon for any serious work that day and, that by morning, McLaws and Anderson would be withyim, his a
except for A.P. Hill reunited and ready to give McClellan battle.

During the afternoon and night of the 15th McClellan's forces moved to the positions assigned them, but it was not until after daybreak of theh&@jtetiaioty
of them were in their designated places, some brigades did not get up until noon. Hooker's (First) Corps was in the forks of the Big and Little Amiretdsn. S
(Second) Corps was on both sides of the Boonshoro and Sharpsburg road. Richardson's Division in advance, near the Antietam, on the right dfetsle road. Sy
Division was on the left of Richardson's, and on Sykes' left and rear was Burnside's (Ninth) Corps. Mansfield's (Twelfth) Corps was at NicoderSBpsimdpiaie.
Pleasonton's cavalry division was just west of Keedysville.

Near midnight of the 15th two companies each of the 61st and 64th New York, Under command of Lieutenant Colonel Nelson A. Miles, passed along the rear of
Sedgwick's Division and some distance along the bluff below the "middle bridge," then turning back reached the bridge just as a party of Unicancavaliygc

sharply over it from the south bank. They informed Miles that the enemy had fallen back and that there were none in the immediate front of the bridgssédile

the bridge to the west side of the creek, and marched cautiously west along the highway. It was then daybreak. A heavy fog prevented vision fofteen@than f

twenty feet; the dust in the road deadened the sound of the footsteps and silence was enjoined. Miles who was in advance, had reached the @edi@itbe0idg

yards beyond the Antietam, and was about to descend into the broad ravine where the Confederates were in position, when he ran upon a Confgdeeate crossi

road, whom he captured and from whom he learned, that he was very near the Confederate line. The command was faced about and moved back witheas much silenc
as possible, and recrossed the bridge before the fog lifted, but long after daylight of the 16th.

There has been much criticism on the failure of McClellan to attack Lee on the afternoon of the 15th or at least early on the 16th. We have referiledettctioe fa
so on the 15th. The situation, inviting prompt attack on the morning of the 16th, is well stated by General F.A. Walker in the "History of the Secondp&tmy C

"If it be admitted to have been impracticable to throw the 35 brigades that had crossed the South Mountain at Turner's Gap across the Antietarbsdbriing the
season and in condition to undertake attack upon Lee's 14 brigades that daycedtsssit is difficult to see what excuse (?) can be offered for the failure to fight the
impending battle on the 16th, and that early. It is true that Lee's forces had then been increased by the arrival of Jackson with J.R. Jones aivilanst@aisod
Walker's), but those of Anderson, McLaws and A.P. Hill could not be brought up that day. A preemptory recall of Franklin, in the early evening oftbald5th

have placed his three divisions in any part of the line that might be desired. Even without Franklin, the advantages of concentration would héhwedidembn
McClellan. When both armies were assembled the Union forces were at least 9 to 6, of the Confederate 6 only 4 could possibly have been present on the 16th.
Without Franklin the odds would still have been 7 to 4."

Itis evident that McClellan had no idea of fighting Lee on the 15th. There seems to have been to do it early on the 16th, certainly no orders to the isfieetiw
nor did he make any preparations. In fact he expected Lee to retreat during the night of the 15th.

At 9 o'clock on the morning of the 16th, after telegraphing his wife that he had no doubt "delivered Pennsylvania and Maryland," McClellan displecketT ke
enemy yesterday held a position just in front of Sharpsburg. This morning a heavy fog has thus far prevented us doing more than to ascertain bea¢semyg of t
are still there. Do not know in what force. Will attack as soon as situation of enemy is developed.” When the (?) fog lifted he (missed?) S.D. Léithdats, w
been moved to the left, or, as he reports:



"It was discovered that the enemy had changed the position of his batteries. The masses of his troops, however, were still concealed behirdhbmbipddieir
left and center were upon and in front of the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown Turnpike, hidden by woods and irregularities of the ground, their esstergeijedira
wooded eminence near the cross-roads to the north of Miller's farm, their left resting upon the Potomac (sic in McClellan's report). Theirdds@xtenihe right
resting upon the hills to the south of Sharpsburg near Snavely's farm.” (McClellan's report, p. 54) The changed position of the batteries is Giediabasione of
the reasons for not making the attack before afternoon, for, he says, he was "compelled to spend the morning in reconnoitering the new positignttaken up
enemy, examining the ground, finding fords, clearing the approaches, and hurrying up the ammunition and supply trains, which had been delayped imatoh r
of the troops over the few practicable approaches from Frederick. These had been crowded by the masses of infantry, cavalry and artillery [itfetsinigape\wf
overtaking the enemy before he could form to resist an attack. Many of the troops were out of rations on the previous day, and a good deal of their batmuniti
been expended in the severe action of the 14th." (From McClellan's report.)

From the time of McClellan's arrival on the field until Hooker's advance in the afternoon of the 16th, nothing seems to have been done with a viewabean acc
determination of the Confederate position. >From the heights east of the Antietam the eye could trace the right and center, but the extremetidfe defiidtaly
located, nor was the character of the country on that flank known. It was upon this flank that McClellan decided to make his attack and one wouldtsnipgiose t
efforts would be directed to ascertain how that flank could be approached and what it looked like. This was proper work for cavalry, of which he bady good
available for the purpose. Pleasonton's cavalry division was in good shape and elated with its successful achievements, culminating inttine dfdetarflugh
Lee's Brigade at Boonsboro, the day before, and confident of its capacity for further good work. But it was not used. As far as we know not a Uni@mcavalrym
crossed the Antietam until Hooker went over in the afternoon of the 16th, when the 3rd Pennsylvania cavalry accompanied him. Nor can we dise@asathat th
did any productive work elsewhere. It did not ascertain that there were good fords below the Burnside Bridge, leading directly to the right-@anfetibate line,
and we know of no order given for its use, save a suggestion to Franklin, to have his cavalry feel towards Frederick. The part taken by the cavamettyis day
briefly told by Pleasonton, in his report: "On the 16th my cavalry was engaged in reconnaissances, escorts and support to batteries." If aroppartaofdisxcept
the 3rd Pennsylvania, was engaged in reconnaissances and supporting batteries we do not know of it. The first movement of the day was to crasisahinéluff e
Antietam with artillery and cover the Middle Bridge. This bluff, which, south of the bridge, almost over-hangs the Antestedesrfrom it north of the bridge for a
short distance, then approaches it. It rises 180 feet above the stream and commands nearly the entire battlefield.

The Reserve Attillery, which arrived late in the evening of the 15th, was put in position, early in the morning, by General Henry J. Hunt, chiefwfTatit New

York battery, and the German (New York) batteries of von Kleiser, Langner, and Wever were placed on the bluff north of the Boonsboro road, Yattkesatter
Tidball's which rejoined the cavalry division. Von Kleiser relieved Pettit's New York battery. The four New York batteries had 20 pound Parnott\ware a
supported by Richardson's Division. South of the Boonsboro road, and about 9 a.m. Weed's Battery (I, 5th U.S.) and Benjamin's Battery (E, 2aduu.8p ther
bluff in front of Sykes' Division. Each battery, as it came into position, opened upon such bodies of Confederate infantry as could be seen, avthshogtoe
Artillery and Hood's Division batteries, ore@etery Hil, and the batteries on the ridge running north from it, and the reply was prompt and spirited, during which
Major Albert Arndt, commanding the German artillery battalion, was mortally wounded. As the Confederates were short of ammunition and theharigi®too s
their guns, Longstreet ordered them to withdraw under cover of the hill. General D.H. Hill says that the Confederate artillery was badly handield awod cape

with the superior weight, calibre, range, and number of the Yankee guns. An artillery duel between the Washington Artillery and the Yankeectustieties a
Antietam, on the 16th, was the most melancholy farce in the war." (Hill's report--at end.) At 1 p.m. Taft's and von Kleiser's batteries were mbeaubirtbrict the
south of the Boonsboro road; Taft relieving Benjamin, who went to the left, near Burnside Bridge, and von Kleiser taking position about 120 yadis righitVee
Kusserow's Battery, of 20-pound Parrotts, relieved Taft, north of the road, but not in the same position. From Taft's, von Kleiser's, and \idesdmpasitiid look

to the right, through the open space between the East and West Woods, and see Hood's men as they advanced to meet Hooker, late in the day, ané their guns wer
brought to bear upon them, as also, upon Jackson's men as they took position near the Dunkard Church, about sunset. From the bluff north of theaBdbesboro
gunners could look down the Sunken road, and it appeared but a stone's throw to Piper's cornfield in and around which were the men of Rodes' Brigade. Ther
very few points of the Confederate line that these batteries could not reach, and on many they had an enfilade and reverse fire. Early in the nelrsiaticm sigis
established on the crest of EIk Ridge. The extensive view from this position commanded Sharpsburg and Shepherdstown, the country in thethieinity, and
approaches in every direction. It communicated with signal stations at McClellan's headquarters, with some on the extreme right, and wih Burnside'
headquarters. Sykes' Division was on the south side of the Boonsboro road, its right, Buchanan's Brigade, resting on the road, opposite IBfct@ndben’eft of
Buchanan was Lovell's Brigade, extending down toward the Burnside Bridge. Warren's Brigade of two New York regiments (5th and 10th) were heddliategser
in the day, it, with Randol's Battery (E and G, 1st U.S.) was moved to the left, out of the line of fire of the Confederate guns on Celhéberped position in a

piece of woods, and covering the approaches in the direction of Harper's Ferry. At 7 a.m. Captain Hiram Dryer, 4th U.S. Infantry, was orderedMatii&e the
Bridge and establish part of his regiment on the west bank of the Antietam. Upon arriving within 200 yards of the bridge he passed the pickets &. thgeBriziyJ.
when he detached Lieutenant John L. Buell, Company G, to advance rapidly to the bridge, which was done without opposition. Dryer then marchent toehegim
bridge and threw four companies across it, which were posted under cover of a stone bank and wall on the right of the road, and of a rock-ledge amt&fiahm on th
about two hours it was observed that the enemy was advancing a skirmish line on both sides of the road, upon which, two companies, under Lieaed&hfBuell
McKibbin, advanced on either side of the road to hold the Confederate in check. They advanced about 300 yards up the ascending road and met theadt@emy, who
exchanging a few shots, fell back under cover of the ridge, behind which lay George B.(T.?) Anderson's Brigade. About the same time the Cotéeidsrate bat
Cemetery Hill began a vigorous dlireg of Dryer's skirmishers and upon the batteries on the bluff in his rear, beyond the Antietam. The firing was of short duration
and did but little harm, wounding 3 of Dryer's men, two others were wounded by the skirmishers. At sunset Dryer was relieved by the 1st Battal®ninfatiry).
Captain M.M. Blunt, and recrossed the Antietam. As soon as the bridge had been taken by the regular infantry, two companies of the 5th New Haenpshire, und
Captains Cross and Long were sent to destroy the mill-dam a few yards below the bridge, hoping thus to lower the waters of the creek above and fas&e fording
difficult, but did not succeed in breaking the dam, for want of proper tools. Several companies of Richardson's division were on picket durip@titeinitjie

morning, four companies of the 5th New Hampshire, under Major E.E. Sturtivant, were detached to guard a small agueduct, crossing the Antietark'siear Nei
nearly a mile above the bridge.

During the forenoon the Twelfth Corps advanced from its bivouac near Nicodemus' Mill and massed in a field west of Keedysville and in rear of FigachlsDi
the afternoon, Morell's Division of the Fifth Corps passed through Keedysville and bivouacked on the left of the Boonsboro and Sharpsburg Turnpike.

The valley of the Antietam at and near the Burnside Bridge is narrow. On the right of the stream the high bank was wooded below the bridge and absut 200 yard
above it, and commanded the approaches both to the bridge and the ford immediately below it. The steep slopes of the bank were lined with riflegsteake br

of rails and stones. These, together with the woods, were filled with Toombs infantry, while numerous batteries commanded and enfiladed tthédoddgeian

their approaches.

McClellan seems to have had some apprehension that the Confederates might attack his left by this bridge and by the valley below it and, abotgchoon, orde
Burnside to move farther to the left, to a strong position in tmnediate vicinity of the bridge and to reconnoiter the approaches to it carefully, as he would probably
be ordered to attack there on the next morning. Later in the day he rode to the left to satisfy himself that Burnside had properly placed his traopis tefdeunk

from any attack made along the east bank of the Antietam, as well as to carry the bridge. He was not satisfied with the dispositions made by Buanslde and fo
necessary to order some changes, the result of which was that, late in the afternoon, Burnside's Corps, except Willcox's Division, was movadddrte,|eh

three columns, and took position upon the rear slopes of the ridge on the east bank of the Antietam, the center of the corps being nearly oppgsitéhthe brid
batteries were placed on the crest of the hill near the bridge, the infantry in close support, Benjamin's Battery being on a knoll, some disteftemtbtiheld from

the bridge.



Burnside's movement was not opposed, nor disturbed, save by a few shots from Richardson's Battery, south of Qerbetéfgdinbs' skirmish line thrown across

the bridge for observation, was seen, near a cornfield southeast of the bridge, upon which Captain H.F. Devol (?), with his company of the 36thf@ardven

and drove it through the cornfield and back over the bridge. About the same time Capt. James Wrenn with a detachment of the 48th Pennsylvaniaavemt a mile d
the Antietam and saw nothing but Munford's cavalry, on the west bank of the stream.

The 79th New York was detached and sent to guard the signal station at McClellan's Gap on Elk Ridge, and the 28th Massachusetts and 50th Peifnsgblemia, bo
command of Major Edward Overton, were sent to Elk Ridge, where the Rohrersville road crossed it, to support some of Pleasonton's cavalry, wpich ogerkee
the communications with Franklin in Pleasant Valley.

General McClellan reports that the ground in front of the entire Confederate line consisted of undulating hills, their crests, in turn comméwedsdribihedr rear.
"On all favorable points the enemy's artillery was posted, and their reserves, hidden from view by the hills on which their line of battle was ditdmetheaver
unobserved by our army, and, from the shortness of their line, could rapidly re-enforce any point threatened by our attack. This positiorastossltiegangle
formed by the Potomac and the Antietam, their flanks and rear protected by these streams, was one of the strongest to be found in this region ichaswagtly wh
adopted to defensive warfare." (McClellan's report, p. 54)

When McClellan made his rapid examination on the evening of the 15th, he concluded that an attack on the Confederate left offered better resattescthan an
elsewhere, and the conclusion was confirmed by a more extended examination on the morning of the 16th. For reasons given elsewhere, which m&etpnsider e
inadequate, he deferred the movement until afternoon. The plan for the impending general engagement was to attack Lee's left with the corpsdManskelda
supported by Sumner's corps and, if necessary, by Franklin's corps, and, as soon as matters looked favorably there, to move Burnside's tegssrighgingion

the ridge running to the south and rear of Sharpsburg. Having carried these positions he then proposed to press with the right along the cremtisivagiss8t
when either of these flank movements should be successful to advance the center across the Middle Bridge with all the forces then disposabkes @hgqaldn w
one, but its execution, from beginning to end was miserable, though the fighting was splendid.

The first step in McClellan's plan was the transfer of Hooker's First Corps to the west bank of the Antietam. If this movement was not itself a arecemméisse,

it should have been preceded by such an examination of the ground as would have sufficed to determine, with some approach to accuracy wherg bae's left wa
this, as we have seen, was not done. The first step was a blunder, in that the movement was made in the afternoon of the 16th, at an hour too late to accomplis
anything before dark and serving no purpose, save to inform Lee where he was to be attacked.

It was 2 p.m. when McClellan gave Hooker orders to cross the Antietam by the Upper Bridge and ford below it, to attack and, if possible, turn Leadd&farde
Ricketts' division were to cross the bridge and Doubleday's at the ford. Later, Sumner was ordered to cross the Twelfth Corps during the niglte Setbntt t
Corps in readiness to cross early next morning. It was nearly 4 p.m. when Hooker put his troops in motion, Meade's Division in advance. Then he leld@® McC
headquarters for any further orders he might have to give, and was informed by McClellan that he was at liberty to call for reinforcements, shibthidrhearest

that on their arrival they would be placed under his command, upon which he rode off and joined his troops on the march. His direction lay neaclylpetpéineli
Antietam, his object being to gain the high ground or divide between the Antietam and the Potomac, and then incline to the left, following théoslavesion
Sharpsburg, feeling for Lee's flank, which it was believed would be found somewhere on the divide, its exact or even approximate position beingpuittrew
McClellan or Hooker that day or early on the next.

Meade's Division led the advance across the bridge and on the Williamsport road, two regiments being thrown forward as skirmishers, followedtby af squa

Lieut. Col. Samuel W. Owen's 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry, all closely supported by the division. Hooker, as was his custom, rode in advance claseishets; sk

and had not proceeded over half a mile when he was joined by McClellan and his staff, apparently to see how Hooker was progressing. "Among otfier subjects
conversation," reports Hooker, "I said to the general that he had ordered my small corps, now numbering between 12,000 and 13,000 (as | ha@Qumselost 1,0

the battle of South Mountain) across the river to attack the whole rebel army, and that ifo@némts were not forwarded promptly, or if another attack was not

made on the enemy's right, the rebels would eat me up." (Hooker's report, p. 217) Soon aftenérisation McClellan recrossed the Antietam and rode to the Pry
house from which he could see across the Antietam and observe the effect of Hooker's march or any movement made to meet it. >From this time Paytehouse bec
his headquarters. Ricketts' Division followed Meade's over the bridge and on the Williamsport road, and most of the artillery and all of the minamsfodowed
Ricketts.

Doubleday's Division crossed at pry's Ford, below the bridge, drove some Confederate cavalrymen from a cornfield and strip of woods on the $&fhedhto ha
inform Stuart, at the Dunkard Church, that the Union army was crossing the upper Antietam, Stuart, in turn, sending the information to Lee aj.Shaupémiay
first moved up stream a short distance, then, turning to the left, advanced over fields, parallel with Ricketts, and about 80 yards on histeftiVis@mntvas
closed up, Patrick's Brigade in the advance, removing fences and filling their pockets and haversacks with apples from the numerous, weltdaden orcha

While Hooker's columns are in motion, we return to General Lee, whom we left congratulating Jackson and Walker upon the successful operationsariyarpe
and their timely arrival at Sharpsburg. It was with great satisfaction that he contemplated McClellan's delay in attacking his position, a delay taéedadvantage

of to strengthen his position by the construction of any defenses. The utility of hastily constructed intrenchments on the field was not yetaguretiatdelay

gave him an opportunity to make a thorough study of the field, to select and occupy the best defensive positions, to give Jackson's and Walked'sengrmadjoo
concentrate more closely his widely separated command. During the afternoon Lee, Longstreet, and Jackson held council in the house of Jaatlih® Grove,
southwest corner of the Sharpsburg town square. While they were examining the map of Maryland and a map of Washington County, the amtiligrphlil

opened fire, word came that there was a movement threatening Burnside Bridge and a cavalryman dashed up with a message from Stuart that thevéheion forces
crossing the Antietam near Pry's Mill. Lee at once ordered Longstresétthis advance on the left with Hood's Division, and Jackson was ordered to tdiaapos

with his own division on Hood's left, Lawton's Division being ordered to support Toombs at the Burnside Bridge. Walker remained in reserve, mesddies’'ers,

west of town. Early in the day the greater part of Fitz-Hugh Lee's cavalry brigade was in the fields near the Dunkard Church, with detachmentsoim twgvance
Hagerstown road and on the Smoketown road and east of it, observing the crossings of the Antietam. The 9th Virginia, which had spent a quiet rigiitamean oa
near Sharpsburg, moved up the Hagerstown road during the day, passed Hood's men, at and in front of the Dunkard Church, went down the Smoketodn road beyo
the East Woods and drew up in rear of two guns of Pelham's Battery, near the northwest corner of the S. Poffenberger woods. The guns were maskefl by a clump o
bushes. The position commanded an extended view of open fields and the road leading to Smoketown, thence to the Antietam. When the videttesepmmiedn and r

that the Union columns were crossing the Antietam by the bridge and the ford, dispositions were made to delay their march, and Stuart and Hood théo were a
Dunkard Church, were notified. Stuart prepared Fitz-Hugh Lee's Brigade to support the 9th Virginia, should it be hard pressed, and Hood senttticerapdny
Mississippi, under R.E. Clayton, and one of the 6th North Carolina, under Captain Lea, up the Hagerstown road to D.R. Miller's. About 100 men exése 4th T
under command of Captain W.R. Martin, went northeast from the church, through the 30 acre cornfield, and grass field beyond, and took posiibhafritike ri

two companies of Clayton and Lea, and behind the fence overlooking the field between it and the North Woods, as also the ground on the right andwre Smoket
road, beyond the East Woods. Other skirmishers of Hood's Division and some dismounted cavalry were behind the north fence of the East Woodsgtmtcyf on the r

those of the 4th Texas; and still farther to the right was a skirmish battalion of Colquitt's Brigade. Colonel S.D. Lee sent two howitzers of Rh€tsoBoa

battery, to the left of the Mumma house, and quite near the Smoketown road, and a section of Parker's Virginia battery, went up the Hagerstolyrerazitd trear

the toll-gate, soon returning without becoming engaged. D.H. Hill sent Lane's Battery of Cutts' Battalion to assist Hood, and it took positioinbSme&etown

and Hagerstown roads. Hood says he stationed "one or two batteries upon a hillock in a meadow near the edge of a cornfield and just by the pike.¥@se of them
Lane's Battery, the other we cannot identify, but it was what Wofford reports as “a little battery." On the Hagerstown road and about 180 yarte snutthaist
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corner of the cornfield, was one gun of Blackshear's Georgia battery under charge of Sergeant-Major R. Fallizant (?). Later in the day, abbreegosstoft
Poague's Virginia battery, went into position on the left of Fallizant (?), and about 40 yards west of the Hagerstown road.

When the advance of Meade's Division had gone less than a mile, Hooker saw at a distance the high ground he was seeking, upon which Meade's awltimen turned t
left, off the road and across the Hoffman farm. Meanwhile detachments of the 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry had been sent forward on the Williamdpoduead, a
west to locate the Hagerstown road, some of the latter went down the Smoketown road and were fired on by cavalry and artillery. The presence ofdéise enemy w
reported to Hooker just as he was leaving the road to march across the Hoffman farm, upon which he ordered the "Bucktails" (13th Pennsylvaniaf Reserves)
Seymour's Brigade, to advance as skirmishers, on the left, and four companies of the 3rd Pennsylvania Reserves to deploy to the right; the foamezbhfmn,
battalions in mass, division front, with the artillery, moving the open ground, for the high ridge. Meanwhile a squadron of the 3rd Pennsylvaniar@valieut.

E. W. Warren, moving to the left and by the farm lane running past M. Miller's, had reached the south corner of the East Woods, where it was soon Jaioed by a p
of cavalry, under Lieut. W.E. Miller, which had advanced down the Smoketown road, followed by the "Bucktails," upon which Warren charged intsthe wood
unmasked the Confederate guns and was fired on by Virginia cavalry. Feeling that his instructions to develop the enemy had been carried outydiker fiid

back and awaited the infantry now coming up.

Colonel Hugh W. McNeil, commanding the "Bucktails" had deployed four companies as skirmishers, the remaining six being held in reserve, agdsidaditgin

and cautiously, on either side of the Smoketown road, came upon the Confederate cavalry pickets in front of the East Woods, supported by trioopsehinzbsit

the fence on the north edge of the woods. A body of Confederate cavalry dashed out of the woods and up the Smoketown road, over the Bucktail sitiweighers, b
quickly driven back. The Confederate infantry skirmishers were driven in, and the "Bucktails," advancing, came under a raking fire from tfenhfdistnpunted
cavalry, behind the fences, which was replied to, the reserve of six companies moving at once to the support of the skirmishers. No sooner harhiea, rean f
plowed field, back of some hay-stacks, when the Confederates opened on it with two batteries, Rhett's with shell and Lane's with solid shoaboalsspldpito

this time Hood's Division had remained near the Dunkard Church, supporting the batteries which were firing beyond the East Woods, but wheh,tae cavigly

was driven in, Hood went to the front to contest possession of the East Woods and the cornfield. Wofford's Brigade, which was in the field in fromtadf,the ¢
moved by the left flank and formed line on the south border of the cornfield, its left near the Hagerstown road, its right, the 5th Texas, in the EasiWgoods
Brigade moved from the woods about the church, directly to the front, the left wing on the left of the Smoketown road, supporting Wofford, the aghhevinght

ofthe road eastern part of the East Woods. Scarcely had the division taken position when the cavalry and Pelham'’s two guns came back througtdihe East Woo
passed through the deployed line of the division and went to the rear. The 5th Texas then sent forward a skirmish company through the cornfifeddceveritie
across a narrow pasture to a rail fence overlooking a plowed field, and saw Hooker's men advancing--Seymour's Brigade, with the "Bucktails|léddihejl,

after forming line in the plowed field west of S. Poffenberger's, four companies on the right of the Smoketown road and six on the left, restecersonmafiéis,

during which time the remainder of the brigade came up, when he gave the order to charge and drive the enemy from the woods. Placing himselfad tloa front, a
the left of the road, he led his command, under a severe fire of the Texans and artillery, to within 15 yards of the East Woods, when he fell piereetlip the he

rifle ball. The regiment did not pause but kept on, drove the enemy from the fence and entered the woods, to be checked when half-way through thehexgsthe 5t
and a battery on the south edge of Miller's cornfield. With the assistance of Cooper's and Ransom's guns the battery was soon silenced, butlthgroardnghe

this movement the "Bucktails" were closely supported by the remainder of the brigade, the 6th Reserves, advancing on their right, driving ishities sKithe 4th
Texas and some of the 5th Texas, and slowly following them into the woods and to the fence separating the woods from the Miller cornfield. An effdet twas ma
penetrate the cornfield but the right of Wofford's Brigade had pushed up into it and held ground so tenaciously that the regiment withdrew abdsttd @@ yarth

part of the East Woods, leaving a heavy picket line along the fence in its front. The 1st Reserves followed the "Bucktails" into the woods and feiméghbarnid

rear. The 5th Reserves, on the left of the brigade, remained some time in the open ground, but came up after dark and formed along the north fedseaf the woo
the left of the 1st Reserves. Cooper's Pennsylvania Battery closely followed the "Bucktails" through the woods south of Line's, by a wagonwatthe(?) do
Smoketown road, and into battery west of the road, close to the northwest corner of the S. Poffenberger woods, the 2nd Reserves in support raddippaned fi
Lane's Georgia Battery, which was firing at Seymour's men in the East Woods. While in this position and actively at work, the two brigades of Mayilttemszm
were swinging to the left and advancing past the right of the battery. When the "Bucktails" moved down the Smoketown road to meet the enemy iothat direct
Meade led the brigades of Magilton and Anderson toward the high ground and the Hagerstown road, but soon after leaving the Line farm and crodsitgthe Smo
road, when he had reached the crest of a gentle slope, he wheeled to the left and marched south, the column closed in mass, with skirmishergingll out, stop
occasionally to remove fences and make observations. When nearing the J. Poffenberger barn the enemy's skirmishers were discovered in treeaNdréh Wood
battery beyond the woods and quite near the Hagerstown road opened fire, upon which four companies of the 3rd Pennsylvania Reserves were uepshesd as sk
to the right and four companies directly to the front, followed by the 4th Reserves in line of battle, closely supported by the two brigades. Thet€skifedishers
were quickly driven from the woods and the two brigades pushed on and occupied them just at dusk, Anderson's right resting on the Hagerstown aagithrvith M
on his left.

When approaching the North Woods a Confederate battery was plainly seenin a field, beyond them, supported by infantry, playing upon Seymder'&an in t
Woods. Major John Nyes ordered the 4th Pennsylvania Reserves to fix bayonets and prepared to take it, but was restrained by the of his brigadepcaimaisignder
so directed by Meade, who says that as but one regiment, the 4th Reserves, was deployed he was deterred from the endeavor to capture the bagtekftdry a charg
Meade entered the woods, the battery still continuing to fire on Seymour, Ransom's Battery (C, 5th U.S.) was ordered forward to silence it. Rattagghtwent

down the field east of the J. Poffenberger barn, through the North Woods to the open field beyond and into battery, opening upon the Confedarate battery
supporting infantry an enfilade fire, which, in addition to Cooper's fire, and the musketry fire of the "Bucktail" skirmishers, caused the Wihtr@awtiending

guns. Wofford reports he had one officer and some dozen men wounded by this fire and that the enemy were informed of his position by the firing eha half doz
shots from a little battery on the left of his brigade which hastily beat a retreat as soon as the Union guns opened on it.

About this time Poague's Battery of three guns, west of the Hagerstown road, began shelling Ransom's guns and the North Woods, occupied by Mehdes men,
hill beyond them. After a few shots at Poague's Battery, in which it was joined by Simpson's Pennsylvania Battery, Ransom was withdrawn and bi¥ewacked
yards north of the North Woods and east of J. Poffenberger's barn. Cooper remained in the position occupied at the beginning of the action anth&@ivagson re
the ridge a little to the right and rear of Cooper. The losses in this affair were not heavy. On the Union side the principal loss fell upon the "Bubietaiésith of

their commander. Of Hood's Division but three regiments and the divisional skirmishers were engaged, these lost very lightly, and the left@Bvigdided

suffered some from atrtillery fire. Colonel P.E. Liddle, 11th Mississippi, was mortally wounded. His regiment was in the south edge of the cqpbeidgs

Wofford's Brigade, and was not engaged, when he was struck by a chance shot.

While Hood was engaged, Jackson came on the field with his old division and formed on his left. When he received Lee's orders to tiiom e @avanced

from where he had been resting since morning, leaving Sharpsburg to the right, passed the Dunkard Church and formed partly in open ground, awddsartly in
with his right on the Hagerstown road opposite Hood's left, Winder's' and Jones' brigades in front, on open ground, Taliaferro and Starke inttieevestagsoa
short distance in rear. Poague's Battery was on a slight knoll in advance of the first line, and, as we have seen, became engaged with RansonteBaitery, ¢
which Poague says: "upon this battery, fire was opened, and in about twenty minutes it was silenced, our own battery (Lane's) on the right ofrtbemeaictimée
having retired. In this affair we were assisted by one gun of some unknown battery." This one gun, unknown to Poague, was Sergeant Fallizantkgheads Bla
Battery. General J.R. Jones, commanding Jackson's Division, reports that the skirmishers were "warmly engaged until night" and Major H, &f Wiiratess
Brigade, says of the Union artillery fire, “the display was grand and comparatively harmless, except to the stragglers in far rear." But theesaaffexcddisome
casualties. Colonel Edmund Pendleton, 15th Louisiana, wisoesded to command of Starke's Brigade, next day, reports that in takiiiprpdse encountered the
shells from three of the enemy's batteries (Cooper, Ransom, and Simpson), and had the misfortune about dark to have several of our number, arsdhg whom wa
gallant young Gordon, a lieutenant in the 9th Louisiana Regiment and acting assistant adjutant-general of the brigade, who was killed by acsti&ffaoithhis
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legs at the thigh." At the time Jackson's Division was sent to the left, Lawton was ordered to support Toombs at the Burnside Bridge. It was sona seBaubkat
work was to be looked for in that quarter upon which Lawton was ordered to follow Jackson. He moved through the fields to west and north of Shailgsburg, unt
reached the Hagerstown road at the Dunkard Church. It was then growing dark, the troops in front were engaged, and Early's Brigade was formed on the left
Jackson's second line, and at right angles to it., to protect that flank. Hays' Brigade was put in Early's rear, Lawton's and Trimble's wererveldéarrésechurch.

About the time Jackson came up, Stuart's cavalry fell to the rear of Hood's Division, and, for a time rested in the fields east of the church antiekbetisiiom
two directions, passing over head, “their burning fuses, making fiery streaks and gleaming like meteors, and the whole making a comparasediyhlaniitiéent
spectacular performance." (von Borcke?) Of Hooker's Corps, Meade's Division only was engaged. The movement of this column to the left, skdvbyfollow
Ricketts, interfered with the march of Doubleday's Division. When Meade, moving south, had passed the head of Doubleday's column, Patrigkes Biogate
quicked west, under a sharp atrtillery fire, by which some men were wounded, to a triangular piece of woods skirting the Hagerstown road, anddtonuethéne
road fence, facing west. Before the other brigades of the division could be put in motion to follow Patrick, Ricketts' Division crossed theiriateasfdmaoved
into the S. Poffenberger woods, on either side of the Smoketown road, and bivouacked. After Ricketts had passed, the other three brigades oEBomgidday
march in the dark. Hoffman's Brigade halting on Patrick's left, and close to the fence of the road, his left connecting with Meade's right, at ke, régiut sgsging
within a few feet of a lane running from the Hagerstown road to J. Poffenberger's. Phelps' small brigade followed Hoffman and bivouacked 20@wyafds in re
Patrick. Gibbon's Brigade, closed in mass, bivouacked in rear of Hoffman. All of Doubleday's brigades faced west and were then at right anglestio eade
south.

North of the Joseph Poffenberger house is a prominent hill or rounded ridge 220 feet above the Antietam, and the highest point of the battlefigidy albtinen
ground west of the Hagerstown road and destined to play an important part in the battle of the 17th. It was on the western slope of this ridge thed @oubleda
brigades went into bivouac, and on its plateau were placed the division batteries. Campbell's Battery (B, 4th U.S.) was about 70 yards nortmbEtigePadin;
Monroe's (D, 1st Rhode Island) on Campbell's right, and Reynolds (L, 1st New York) on the right of Monroe. The 1st New Hampshire Battery, Lieutenant F.M
Edgell, went into park, in a cornfield, about 500 yards east of the ridge, where it remained until 3.30 a.m. of the 17th, when it advanced intotpesitidralieck's
and Hoffman's brigades, close to the Hagerstown road, one gun on the road prepared to be used in any direction.

Hooker's movement was barren of good results but prolific in bad ones. When darkness came and stopped his advance, hittt@evorenf the enemy's

position than when he crossed the Antietam. He had been ordered to turn Lee's left flank, and completed his day's work by posting his own commaachersuch m
as to secure it from a flank attack of the enemy, a very proper thing to do, under all circumstances, but a thing not contemplated when he starteen heéad gi
complete and reliable information as to McClellan's intentions for the morrow.

Pickets were thrown out to the front and on the right, who were very close to those of the enemy, and, in the fore part of the night, the Confedsratptarflizn
annoying fire, particularly upon the brigades of Magilton and Anderson in the North Woods.

About 9 p.m. Colonel Fisher of the 5th Pennsylvania Reserves, on the left of the line, having some apprehension for that flank, sent LieutenekinH®.wiata
detail of 24 men to reconnoiter and establish a picket post to the left and about 180 yards to the front. After passing the northeast corner of ttig, PastiMfoo
turned to the right and moved over a field east of the woods. It was so dark that objects were scarcely discernible at the distance of only a fevitieqiaatyd as
neared a fence running easterly from the southeast corner of the woods, smoldering campfires were seen and some of the men cautioned Petréknytat¢he e
just behind the fence. Petrikin ordered his party forward and, when about 25 feet from the fence, the 4th Alabama and part of the 6th North Canddilrigsde
fired a scattering volley. The detachment gave a partial volley in return and retreated, leaving Petrikin mortally wounded. He was taken by theéiabathe
Dunkard Church and tenderly cared for, but died during the night. His watch was returned to his family by Capt. W.M. (R?) of the 4th Alabama. At Giteheadqu
the Poffenberger barn Hooker heard the picket firing along the line in his immediate frontilefadiser to the left on Seymour's front and, soon after the Petrikin
incident, visited his pickets in order to satisfy himself concerning this firing. He found that the picket lines were so near each other that dssyglacimsould hear
the other walk. Seymour's officers and men were keenly alive to their propensity to the enemy and appeared to realize the responsible chassrtecefoneihe
night. Their conduct inspired Hooker with the fullest confidence. Upon returning to the barn, Hooker immediately dispatched a courtier info@alagn Mdthis
surroundings and assuring him that the battle would be renewed at the earliest dawn and theemeeniisrshould be ordered forward in season to reach him before
that moment.

The 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry, after performing much detached duty during the day, was practically united soon after dark, between the rightofBSmadeu

and the left of Magilton. Late in the night, a squadron, under command of Captain Claude White, was ordered on outpost duty. When giving Whitgibiss,instru
Hooker said he could not give any information about the roads, that he had taken position on the left flank of the enemy and wanted him to move taltfearight a
and use his eyes and ears so as to give him timely notice of any movement in that quarter on the part of the enemy. White moved north, more than a mile from
Hooker's headquarters, to the intersection of the Williamsport road and the Hagerstown turnpike, placing his reserves in the angle of thettthe Rctusiaele

(?) home and picketing the turnpike and the road west of it.

When the engagement terminated by darkness, Stuart moved his céillafeyther to the left, on Jackson's flank, and crowned the commanding hill between the West
Woods and the Potomac with artillery ready for the attack in the morning. The greater part of Fitz-Hugh Lee's Brigade was moved in rear of thastesahthe

river. It was quite late in the night when Fitz- Hugh Lee got into position, after which he went up the side of the hill, tied his horse to a small trelandday

sleep. Jackson soon came up and laid down near him at the foot of a tree and was soon asleep.

The 7th Virginia Cavalry, of Munford's Brigade, was detached September 10th, to accompany Jackson on his march to Harper's Ferry. On the héefrbrit of t
recrossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown Ford and marched by Grove's, Smith's and Rouse's (?) to the Coffman farm, where the horses were leftanctiethe men m
across the fields to Ground Squirrel Church, and took position north of the woods, which surround the church, and on both sides of the Hagerdstomasnpi

late at night and they were not aware of the fact that they were but 600 yards south of White's squadron of the 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry and bubtifad mile n
Doubleday's Division. Nor did the Pennsylvania cavalrymen nor Doubleday's men know of the near presence of the Virginians.

When it became evident to General Lee that Hooker's movement was but the advance of a much larger force and that his left was to be attacked eaniygn the mor
he ordered D.H. Hill to extend his line to the left, which Hill did by moving Ripley's Brigade from the right, near the Boonsboro and Sharpsburg, ttotipikieft

and in support to Jackson and Hood and the batteries of Stephen D. Lee. Ripley passed in the rear of the division and took position, during thel&ighiaedsou

west of the Mumma house, his right resting on Mumma'’s lane, his left extending northwest nearly to the Smoketown road.

The officers and men of Hood's Division, being without food for three days, except a half ration of beef for one day, and green corn gathered fohrHtuel fidie

back to Lee's headquarters and requested him to send two or more brigades to his relief, or at least for the night, in order that his men might haveomkhiasice
meager rations of flour. Lee said that he would cheerfully do so, but he knew of no command that could be spared for the purpose; he, howeverasirtmsted th
see Jackson and endeavor to obtain assistance from him. After riding a long time in search of Jackson, Hood finally found him alone, lying on distegmmunyd,

the foot of a tree. He aroused him and made known the half-starved condition of his troops, upon which Jackson ordered Lawton's and Trimble'bisrigéides t

He exacted of Hood, however, a promise that he would move to the support of these brigades the moment he was called upon. It was now after 10 o'clock, his tw
brigades were relieved and fell back to a position about 200 yards in rear of the Dunkard Church and Hood rode off in search of his wagons, that his men migh
prepare to cook their flour.
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Lawton's Brigade relieved the Texas Brigade; two companies of skirmishers, under Lieutenant W.H. Harrison, 31st Georgia, about 50 feet idgleeciduthes's
cornfield, extending into the East Woods on the right and to the Hagerstown pike on the left; eight companies of the 31st Georgia, in support, adoisigdlab gf
the corn, the remainder of the brigade, in line, about 135 yards behind the 31st Georgia. Trimble's Brigade, commanded by Colonel James A. Wiadjueig,13th
relived Law: its pickets in the edge of the East Woods, which were occupied but a short distance farther in by Seymour's men, and his main line ield,@asted f
of the Smoketown road, one regiment in a clover field west of the road and connecting, though not closely, with Lawton on the left. The right cahrieigieg s
Brigade, the latter forming nearly a right angle with Walker, and fronting the Antietam. Lawton faced north; Walker northeast. Both brigadesay wgyors
during the night with occasional skirmishing in front between the pickets.

There is nothing in the records to show that, when Hooker crossed the Antietam, it was the intention of McClellan that either the Twelfth or Secsimalil@orps

follow him that evening, if there were such intentions they were not shown in any orders to that end. But when McClellan, after his march with Hosded thec
Antietam he ordered Sumner to send the Twelfth Corps to Hooker's support that evening and to hold his own, Second Corps, in readiness to mareh for the sam
purpose an hour before daylight. Sumner, who was anxious to have his command of two corps act as a unit, under his own eye, in so far as this wksgbossible, as
permission to follow Mansfield's Corps that night, but McClellan would not consent; he would give him no authority to move till ordered to do sogixved tas
understand that he would not receive such ortitreext morning. McClellan had broken up Burnside's wing command by detaching Hooker, he now dislocated
Sumner's by detaching Mansfield. Sumner sent the order to Mansfield late in the night and the corps, crossing the Little Antietam and main Amtistaneby t

bridges, went up the Williamsport road nearly a mile, then turned to the left and, about 2.30 a.m., went into bivouac on the farms of Hoffman antélime, a mi
Hooker's rear. Sumner, anticipating the movement of his own corps, and impressed with the importance of having everything at the front at ibst Weyresent

five of his batteries across the Antietam during the night. They parked near the Twelfth Corps.

The Battle Intensifies: 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.

THE BATTLE ON THE UNION RIGHT AND THE CONFEDERATE LEFT
Daybreak to 7:30 AM

by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 15)

The battle of Antietam (or Sharpsburg) was really three distinct ergants, at different hours of the day, on entirely different parts of the field. Ttile bagan on

the Union right at daybreak and was practically over at 10:30 a.m. In the center it began at 9.30 a.m. and was over before 1 p.m. It began on thel0nzomleft at
and continued until sunset. No Union troops that fought on one part of the line were elsewhere engaged. With the Confederates it was differgvili€otanel
Taylor, in "Four Years with General Lee," says "With consummate skill were they maneuvered and shifted from point to point, as different panesafftaélie

were in turn assailed with greatest impetuosity."

The engagement on the right began with the advance of the First Corps, under Hooker, at daybreak, upon the divisions of Ewell and Jéogsartheeslefeat of
those two divisions and the check of Hood's Division. The next stage was the advance of the Twelfth Corps and its relief of the First Corps at 7e3@reing.; th
back Hood and successful engagement with the brigades of Ripley,itaga Garland, driving them from the field at 8.40 a.m. The third stage, on the right, was
the advance of the Second Corps at 9.10 a.m., and, the engagement of Sedgwick's Division and parts of the First and Twelfth corps, in the WesB&dgds, with
and G.T. Anderson's brigades, the divisions of McLaws and Walker, and the remnants of Jackson's Division. When Hooker crossed the Antietamaontbé aft
the 16th, it was his understanding that, when he began the attack the next morning, on Lee's left, simultaneous attacks would be made uponricbeghtenter a
When he had taken position at night he reported to McClellan that “the battle would be renewed at the earliest dawn," and suggested that he $himald be rein
before that time.

There was no delay on Hooker's part. The stars were still shining when his skirmishers became engaged and he and Meade left their quarters erdiee Haoffenb

and went to the south edge of the North Woods to give direction to the attack. His examination determined him to continue a southward movemerhaind seize w
appeared to be the key point on that part of the field--the Dunkard Church and the high ground adjacent, on either side of the Hagerstown road, e gaine
position would take D.H. Hill's Division in left flank and rear, and enfilade the Confederate batteriesrrtey Hil. Orders were given holding Doubleday's

Division in readiness to move directly on the church and for batteries to be put in position to support émeemband silence Colonel S.D.Lee's guns, plainly seen

on the plateau across the road from the church. While these examinations were being made the battle opened in the East Woods, between Seyntwair's men and t
Confederate brigades of Lawton and Trimble, and by an artillery duel between Doubleday's batteries on the Poffenberger Hill and three battzieasws .

Rickets was ordered to support Seymour; Doubleday's was ordered forward, and Meade's Division was held in the center to support the movemaay citbuble
Ricketts and go to the assistance of either, when required.

The Confederate position was not exactly as Hooker expected to find it. It did not present its flank to him; the left was thrown back at nearly e riglthamghin
Confederate line, with its left across the Hagerstown road; Jackson's old division west of and perpendicular to the road, and two brigades igsonelisder
A.R. Lawton, east of it. Lawton claims first attention.

Trimble's Brigade, under command of Colonel James A. Walker, 13th Virginia, was on the right of the division, its right resting on the Mumma grthengard
extending to the left across the Smoketown road. From right to left were the 15th Alabama, 21st North Carolina, 21st Georgia, 12th Georgia, #ebleisignam
the left of the road. The brigade numbered about 700 men. Ripley's Brigade of D, H. Hill's Division was on the right and rear of Trimble's. On thenlefit'siWas
Lawton's Brigade, but not in close connection, there being an interval of 65 to 70 yards. Lawton's Brigade, commanded by Colonel Marcellus Bb@gasgjd,
had six Georgia regiments--the 13th, 26th, 31st, 38th, 60th, and 61st--numbering 1150 men. When fitgirina@od until the battle had fairly opened, the left of

the brigade was about 120 yards east of the Hagerstown road, and the three left regiments--the 26th, 38th, and 61st, in order named from lefthd?2ghts- f

230 yards south of the Miller cornfield and practically parallel to it; the right wing of the brigade was refused and faced northeast. The 31st a5 ¢orgienvio the
front and left of the right wing, and to within 120 yards of the, its right about 100 yards from the East Woods fence. When taking position, duringthleenigth,
two companies of the 31st, under command of Lieutenant W.H. Harrison, were advanced as pickets 50 feet into the corn, their right at the edge obitie East W
their left extending to the Hagerstown road. Before daybreak of the 17th Harrison inadvertently stumbled upon the Union picket line, a few steatstdaamsbn

was captured, and his pickets were withdrawn from the corn and formed along its south border. The ground held by the brigade was somewhat lower than the
cornfield, and, in nearly its entire length, was covered by low stone ledges, and small protuberances, which afforded some protection aralrail fdmcesyas
thrown down and piled as a breastwork. In other places there was no protection, either of rock-ledge, inequality of the ground, or fence raisadiiaras th
progressed and the line rapidly thinned, those exposed positions were abandoned for the sheltered ones.

In rear of Lawton's two brigades, on the plateau nearly opposite and about 225

yards from the church, were four batteries of Colonel S.D.Lee's artillery battalion--the Ashland (Va.) Artillery, Captain P. Woolfolk, Jid; BéaifpArtillery,
Captain T.C. Jordan; Brooks' (S.C.) Attillery, Lieutenant William Elliot; and Parker's (Va.) Battery, Captain W.W. Parker. There was alsaritytef the church
and on the ridge south and west of it some guns of Cutts' artillery battalion. The battalion consisted of the four Georgia batteries of Lanerftosarithtte
Blackshear. Lane's Battery was not engaged on the 17th. The other three batteries were engaged on various parts of the field, in the vicinith efti@chur
Hauser's ridge, most of the time under direction of General Stuart.
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There was some spiteful firing during the night by the opposing pickets, who, in places, were not over 50 feet apart and, when not yet fairly davgrintreafied

to the proportions of a severe engagement. Seymour's men soon advanced through the eastern pdkeis tterifield and the East Woods to the fences bordering
them on the west, drove in the right of the skirmish line and fell upon the front and right flank of the eight companies of the 31st Georgia, who weaeldupen
their brigade.

The 13th Pennsylvania Reserves (Bucktails) now advanced in somewhat open order about 100 yards to the left and front, still keeping in the vevadg &tsd thr
right forward, the left in this movement reaching and resting on the Smoketown road. In iliepeell covered by the large trees, it opened a steady and very
accurate fire upon both Trimble's Brigade and the right of Lawton's, while the skirmish lines of the 1st and 6th Reserves advanced to the edgeraf theaisn
and gave their attention to Lawton's right and center.

As the 13th Reserves became engaged with Trimble's Brigade, the 5th Reserves, advancing through the eastern part of the East Woods, droa¢kedDonfeder
them and came to the support of the 13th, the right wing of the 5th coming up behind the left of the 13th. The 5th was quickly obliqued beyond the Swadketown r
its right 25 yards from it, and, lining up behind the fence, opened fire upon Trimble's Brigade, in line across the plowed field near the Mumma g8@Geypads
distant. The fighting was severe, the Confederates suffering most, being on open ground, while the Pennsylvanians had the cover of trues. ibhetinenl®ih
began to run out, when it was relieved by the 2nd Reserves, which during the night had remained in support to Cooper's Battery, and had beforéhdayaadsred
and now moved up to support the 13th. When the 2nd moved up, the 13th fell back for ammunition, but some of the men, having cartridges, remained on the line
Colonel Fisher of the 5th Reserves, observing from his position on lower ground that the left of the 13th had fallen back, and not seeing that thke2nitshad t
place, for it formed more to the right, out of his sight, and supposing that a heavy Confederate fire, heard at this time, had swept the troopsif;othuss rig
exposing that flank, led his regiment off by the left flank, down the east fence of the woods to the big spring at S. Poffenberger's and thencenbettye Potieds,
bordering the Smoketown road; the 1st, 2nd, and 6th Reserves, and the greater part of the 13th still remaining in the East Woods. While Trinshleis Brigaded
with the Pennsylvania Reserves two heavy batteries beyond the Antietam opened fire upon it, and very soon thereafter the Union artillery oouhd bagt gf

D.R. Miller's joined in the fire. Stephen D. Lee now sent two guns of Jordan's Battery to its assistance, but those were soon silenced and withidgaWimibézls
Brigade under the severe musketry fire of the 2nd Pennsylvania Reserves and the cross-fire of artillery we note the arrivaeshegitféo Seymour.

When Hooker ordered Ricketts to the support of Seymour he ordered, also, that the batteries of the division should be hurried forward to the higtwgeund

Miller's orchard and the East Woods. Matthew's Battery (F, 1st Pa. Light Artilleny)ediately advanced from near S. Poffenberger's woods, passed in rear of the hill
where Doubleday's guns were then engaged Stuart's, and, being upon by S.D.Lee's guns, went into position near they extreme northwest carkiéoodshe Eas
soon advancing to a more favorable position in the same field, about 30 yards west of the woods, and fired over the corn at Lee's batteries near the church

When, at dawn, Ricketts was ordered forward, Hartsuff's and Duryea's brigades were directed to flank to the right out of the Poffenberger weodscaaaictd

south, Hartsuff, in deployed line, leading Duryea, in column of divisions, in close support on the right. Christian's Brigade was to go directigrfdhedeft of the
Smoketown road. It was daybreak when Hartsuff and Duryea obliqued to the right out of the woods to the grass-fields east of the J. PoffenbergessfhavhoH

was in line, moved south, but was immediately halted, and Duryea, passing to the right, went through the North Woods andtows Btagade, lying in them,

and halted in a plowed field, where a detail was made from the 105th New York to Thompson's Battery (C, Penntillegisj which had accompanied the brigade

and was short of men. The advance was soon resumed, under a terrific fire of shot and shell from Lee's guns, by which many men were killed and wounded, and
passing Matthew's Battery, the brigade went down a gentle incline and deployed along the north fence of Miller's cornfield, about 5:450&.th.Pénansylvania

on the right, and 97th, 104th, and 105th New York, in order named, on the left, and the 1100 men laid down.

When Thompson halted his battery for a detail of men Matthews was already engaged. When men were furnished him he opened fire upon S.D.Lee'slgs, but fi
that Jordan's section, on Trimble's line, had the correct range of his position, he turned his fire upon it until it was withdrawn, and was them aohdered and go

into action nearly on a line with Matthews and 20 yards east of Miller's orchard and due east of his house. Thompson and Matthews now threw sewaral charge
canister into the cornfield, and then at 6 a.m. Duryea's men sprang to their feet, went over the fence and through very dense corn, standingdsetdlitsisbath
edge--245 yards--the right of the line about 145 yards east of the Hagerstown road, the left about 100 yards from the East Woods. Simultanemadiyanith tf
Duryea's men into the corn, Thompson's Battery went forward nearly to the fence and again opened upon S.D.Lee's guns.

The south edge of the corn was skirted by a row of corn which the men began to poke to the right and left to discover what was in front, the left regiment saw
Trimble's Brigade and the right of Lawton's engaged with Seymour's in the East Woods, and the right regiment saw, 230 yards in their front, ltanvtealsofet

low rail fence, partly thrown down. As Lawton's men had been instructed to watch for the Union line to reach the edge of the corn and for each man tadire dow
"own corn row," Duryea's men were instantly fired upon and there was a contest of the most deadly character. At first no attention was paid btoetleaialine
fence in their respective fronts, but each stood and fired on the other, neither party endeavoring to advance, soon, however, the severitigtaftdterficeel

caution and most of the men, on both sides, laid down and sought cover.

The 105th and 104th New York, on reaching the south edge of the corn pushed out into the open field 160 and 120 yards respectively and were opensachpon with
vigor by Lawton's right and the 12th Georgia, and S.D.Lee's guns, that they soon fell back to the corn, the former carrying with it, its mortallycomnmaieder,
Lieutenant Colonel Howard Carroll. We return to Trimble's Brigade, which we left contending with the 2nd Pennsylvania Reserves and annogeylfing aftile

13th Reserves having been withdrawn and the 5th having retired, because missing the 13th on its right, Walker, commanding Trimble's Brigéidelgraid par
attention to the 2nd Reserves, which was obliged to fall back a short distance, just as Duryea's men reached the south edge of the corn, uporesshich Trimbl
skirmishers entered the East Woods, but did not penetrate far, as the 2nd Reserves had fallen back a short distance only, to a more advantaggeds and shel
position. In the formation of Trimble's Brigade the 12th Georgia, about 100 men, was on the north side of the Smoketown road, its right restingl, @0thandsa

east of the lane running to the Mumma house. In this position it fired at the 2nd Pennsylvania Reserves and the skirmishers of the 1st and 6thlikipbadkefal

the Pennsylvanians and the advance of the 105th and 104th New York, south of the corn, it wheeled to the left andidoddepos a rock ledge parallel to the
Smoketown road and 100 yards from it, and from this covered position delivered such an accurate fire upon the two regiments that they became anctfe8haken
back. Colonel Walker, observing the effect of this cool and deliberate fire, now ordered the 21st Georgia and the 21st North Carolina to wheettosthéhief
Smoketown road, and, taking shelter under the same low rock-ledge and the swelling ground on either side of it, open fire on the left of Duryed'®linewibf

it. The movement was promptly executed and after a few rounds Duryea's left yielded some ground. Observing that General Hays' Louisiana brigadeneaah no

the field to the support of Lawton and that, apparently, it was going forward to join in the fight, Walker ordered his own line to advance, whicthitrdidistesice,

when, seeing that Hays did not advance with him and that Lawton's right had yielded some ground, thus leaving his own left exposed, and that hiemen could
advance farther with safety, he fell back to his original position. In this last advance Walker noticed that the 12th Georgia did not go forwaathvetiegenents,

less than a score responding to the order, while the others were seen lying down behind the rock-ledge. Surprised at the conduct of this triedegicheatdra

hastened to it and found that every man had gone forward, who could do so. Those remaining were dead or wounded. Out of 100 men carried into action 59 were
killed or wounded; among the killed was Captain James G. Rodgers, commanding the regiment.

Meanwhile the struggle continued between Duryea's right (the 107th Pennsylvania and 97th New York) and Lawton's left (the 26th, 38th and 6)L gt @sbrgia
the 26th Georgia was 120 yards east of the Hagerstown road, but it obliqued to the left until it gained high ground, about 50 yards from the roaiandgtitect
oblique fire upon the right of the 107th Pennsylvania; the left of the Pennsylvania regiment and the entire 97th New York, being under the fire ahthé B8t
Georgia. On the west side of the road was Jackson's old division, not yet engaged, but a few of its skirmishers, at the fence of the road, werdléinkgatthe
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107th Pennsylvania. The 38th Georgia made a desperate effort to gain the cover of a ledge in its front, near the corn, but was disastrously 8dstiised; the
content with holding on , suffering terribly from a crossfire. Neither side gained any advantage of ground, but Lawton's men lost more heavilyegsfites/at
from both front and right, the fire from Seymour's men in the East Woods enfilading the three left regiments, at the same time Duryea's rightfladémiithe
right regiments. In addition both Lawton's and Trimble's brigades were then, and had been since daybreak, under a distressing artillery fiheitnoivetiteries in
front and from the log range guns beyond the Antietam, which, with the infantry fire, General Early reports: "subjected the two brigades toietérrible f

The change of front and advance of the 21st Georgia and the 21st North Carolina caused the 2nd Pennsylvania Reserves and the skirmishers ohttergétteand 6t
a short distance to a better position, and an incorrect report reached Duryea that they had given way entirely, and that the Confederateheé&adilligdds in
pursuit, thus endangering his left flank. Without verifying the report, Duryea, after being in action 30 minutes, ordered his brigade to fak&ackd@its met the

105th and 104th New York as they fell back from the pasture field and carried them to the northeast part of the cornfield. Parts of the 97th New Ytk and 107
Pennsylvania followed, but the right of the former and the left of the latter, failinga®ive orders, and, from the density of the corn, not perceiving that their
comrades had retired, remained a little longer, when it was discovered that they were alone, upon which they fell back through the corn andsideitaetorth
Hartsuff's Brigade sweeping to the front, and, under Hooker's order they rallied as a support. As these two detachments went back the advadeg'sfliasioe
entered the northwest corner of the corn and moved to the attack. In its action of about 30 minutes Duryea's Brigade lost 33 1/2 per cent of itsmosilseydhe

loss falling upon the 97th New York; out of 203 present it had 107 killed and wounded, or 52 7/10 per cent.

Immediately upon Duryea's retirement, Lawton's skirmishers pushed into the corn in pursuit, and the entire line, supported by Hays' Brigadedvwas/act,

when it was discovered that the advance of Doubleday's Division, on either side of the Hagerstown road, threatened to turn the left flank, upetefibfitheth

brigade obliqued toward the road and became engaged with the 6th and 2nd Wisconsin of Doubleday's advance and, at the same time, Jacksgnigestdflivision

the road became engaged. The battle now raged near and along the Hagerstown road and in and west of the East Woods. We shall narrate later the action on the
Confederate left of this line, and now resume the narrative of what followed Duryea's withdrawal.

We have stated that while Trimble's Brigade was engaged Hays' Louisiana brigade came on the field. It had bivouacked in the woods northwestof3benchurc
after daylight Lawton ordered Hays to move quickly and fill the interval of 120 yards between the 26th Georgia and the Hagerstown road. Hays raadsgd@he
yards north of the Dunkard Church, and was advancing due north to close the interval, when he was directed by Lawton to bear to the right and take position
immediately in rear of his brigade. This was done and he remained in thi®pastil Colonel Douglass commanding Lawton's Brigade, requested him to come to
his assistance. With his 550 men he advanced under a deadly fire from Matthews' and Thompson's guns, and was still advancing when Hartsuffe Biogade ca
through the cornfield and East Woods and opposed him.

When Hartsuff, after moving out of the Poffenberger woods to the right, at daybreak, halted his brigade, it was that he might go forward and exeoning tiverg
which he was to move and see where Seymour was engaged, and thus lead his men to the most advantageous position for the work in hand. While incthe performan
of this most important duty he was severely wounded and borne from the field. The command of the brigade devolved upon Colonel Richard Coulter of the 11t
Pennsylvania. The delay incident to the halt and change of command was about 30 minutes, but, at the end of that time Coulter had received n@orderstd adv
the 90th Pennsylvania, of Christian's Brigade, had been ordered to support Matthews' Battery. When Coulter assumed command the brigadenitasfithéne no
East Woods, in this order from right to left--Massachusetts, 11th Pennsylvania, 13th Massachusetts, and 83rd New York. It numid06a atmutJust as firing
began on the Hagerstown road, between the advance of Doubleday's Division and the skirmishers of Jackson's Division, Coulter received anderd tanglofas
instantly in motion. He advanced through the East Woods and over the open field west of them, and at Seymour's suggestion obliqued a littlectaléee right t
Seymour's lines. The 12th Massachusetts, on the right, went down the sloping ground. Lawton's skirmishers had already entered the cornfliinlietasierad

shells from S.D.Lee's and Stuart's guns were exploding, two companies from the Massachusetts regiment were thrown out, under command of Capkaiartl.F.
the line continued its advance. As one company of skirmishers was sufficient, the other fell back in with the regiment and Cook went on througbatti®iesrn,
skirmishers slowly retiring, the Massachusetts skirmishers falling back into their regiment as it came up. The regiment, Thompson's Battelgsmovitgyright

rear, followed Lawton's men to the south edge of the corn, every step through the corn marked by the dead and wounded from the fire of the Coltéegdoate arti
there was not a straggler. The regiment advanced about 50 yards beyond the south edge of the corn to a swell of ground (trending?) southwesy itsenigthirowi

10 or 12 yards farther from the corn than its left, which was about 18(?)0 yards from the East Woods. Lawton's main line was not seen until the regaténé cro
knoll and the battle-smoke had drifted away, when it was discovered beyond some low ground, a scattering and irregular line to the right, but rciorefrootypa

and an advancing line was seen on its left front; this was Hays' Brigade and most bloody work began. The 11th Pennsylvania, closely followingfdheHelift
Massachusetts, passed over the 6th Pennsylvania Reserves and through the corn to near its southeast corner, where facing a little west etisoetfOndpen

left the 13th Massachusetts and the 83rd New York swept through the East Woods, and, wheeling to the right, faced nearly west at the edge of the Wayds, whe
became immediately engaged. The entire movement was executed in good order, the regiments comiftgmio gogk siwccession and opening fire before fairly
halted. From the time the 12th Massachusetts crowned the knoll, south of the corn, to the time the 83rd New York swung around to the edge of the @reods, not m
than three minutes elapsed, and Hays' Brigade terribly depleted, had reached Lawton's line. Hays did not halt, but pushed right on againsttBé12th and
Massachusetts and 11th Pennsylvania, a part of Lawton's men going with him, the remainder obliquing to the left toward the Hagerstown roadsess weetshall
repulsed by the 2nd and 6th Wisconsin and parts of Phelps' Brigade.

The weight of Hays' attack fell upon the 12th Massachusetts, 11th Pennsylvania and right wing of the 13th Massachusetts, which were on operhgeynodgehuc
the left wing of the 13th Massachusetts having the cover of the woods. S.D.Lee's guns tore great gaps in the ranks of the 12th Massachusetty;, fitearapidiyetr
thinned it; Major Burbank, its commander, was mortally wounded; the colors and the entire color-guard went down in a heap; the men closed upspmiiietcolor
still lay on the ground, and continued their fire. The 11th Pennsylvania and the 13th Massachusetts poured in a deadly fire and, struck in figrit aysl diach the
Georgians, who had had advanced with him, were soon checked, then repulsed and fell back slowly and sullenly to seek cover. At this time Tridehle&alRlsiga
out of ammunition and getting what it could from the cartridge boxes and pockets of the dead and wounded, was barely holding ground, and Lawtbe&nleft ha
repulsed by Doubleday's advance along the Hagerstown road. While all this was transpiring on the right of Jackson's line, east of the Hagelsitmvdy rwark

was being done on the left (west) of it, and we now turn out attention to that part of the action.

When Jackson's Division came upon the field, at dusk of the 16th, it was formed in two lines, the brigades of Winder and Jones in first line, on opére ggitind
(Winder) resting on the Hagerstown road, on the left of Lawton's Brigade, though separated from it by an interval of 120 yards, Lawton's men heirg view,

beyond and below the ridge on which ran the road. The left of the line was about 100 yards from the West Woods. This line of two brigades was under command of
Colonel A.J. Grigsby of the 27th Virginia. The second line, the brigades of Starke and Taliaferro, under command of General W.E. Starke, was éugeeaiohe
southern body of the West Woods, 210 yards in rear of the first line, Taliaferro's Brigade resting its right on the Hagerstown road, Starke,ed¢hditgjtio the

west edge of the woods. These four brigades comprised the "Stonewall" Division, commanded by General John R. Jones.

The greater part of Jackson's artillery did not enter the West Woods, but was in the open ground west of them, near the A. Poffenberger barn, but Poague's
Brockenbrough's and D'Aquin’s batteries followed the infantry and took position, Poague's on Grigsby's line, Brockenbrough's in front @rfadestnd

D'Aquin’s near Brockenbrough's. Before the action had fairly opened Jackson saw that D'Aquin was in a very exposed position, where, after ibeanfantr

engaged, he could not use his guns to advantage, and ordered him out of the woods to the open ground on the west to act with Stuart's cavalry. Rbdgoe, who ha
some work, at dusk of the 16th, sent back his two 10-pound Parrott guns and was given two howitzers from Rains' Battery, and, at daybreak of thes& gfirtsad th

a few feet in advance of Grigsby's line and about 35 yards west of the Hagerstown road. Skirmishers were well out in front from D.R. Miller's o theyagiok t

the Nicodemus house on the left. The strength of Jackson's old division was about 1600 men. General John R. Jones says: "Regiments were comiaiasded by cap
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and lieutenants and some companies by sergeants. Many of the men had shoes and many went into action barefooted. They were ragged, tired, bfowgegand bar
but they were soldiers who had marched hundreds of miles during the summer and fought titesiyibder Jackson and Lee, and upon this field fought with a
gallantry never surpassed and rarely equaled.”

At daybreak an artillery duel began across Jackson's front between Doubleday's and Stuart's guns, and soon after daybreak a stream of rowfidcoedrohsh
Matthews' and Thompson's batteries on the Miller farm; and from the heavy guns beyond the Antietam came a fire which enfiladed Jackson's Doagigrinand t
reverse. Poague's and Brockenbrough's guns replied to the guns on the right front, but Brockenbrough was soon ordered to retire through the DNesig/oeds
artillery fire General John R. Jones, commanding the division, was stunned by the explosion of a shell over his head and obliged to turn over tlie Generahd
Starke and leave the field. Lawton and Trimble were now at work on the right and very soon Doubleday's advance was seen marching on the east dhend close to
Hagerstown road.

Before this Grigsby had noticed the gap between his right and Lawton's left and had called attention to it, and when Doubleday was seen advancseptte aga
member of his staff to Starke with the request that the gapllegl &t once. It was just at this time that Lawton's order came to the same effect and Jackson, who was
with Starke, ordered Hays to move through the woods in Starke's rear, cross the road and fill the gap; at the same time Early was ordered to tloet|Sfiutarsapp
cavalry and the artillery on Nicodemus hill. How Hays executed his orders has been told; what Early did shall be told later; we now follow Doubleday.

It was nearly 9 o'clock, on the night of the 16th, when Doubleday's Division, infantry and artillery, went into bivouac on the hill north of Josejlergerfe At

very early daybreak Doubleday galloped along the line and ordered Gibbon and Phelps to move their brigades back at once, as they were on aehiltsidgeinfop
the Confederate batteries on Nicodemus hill, about a 1,000 yards distant. The men, most of whom were in sound sleep, were awakened, and Gytiteahurried|
moving back from the exposed slope. He had moved not more than ten rods when a shell burst over his brigade, then another, followed by a peratssion shell,
struck a thrashing machine and exploded in the center of the moving mass, killing three men and wounding 11 of the 6th Wisconsin, and disabling etime men o
regiments. Moving on the brigade soon reached the shelter of the Poffenberger barn. This fire came from the batteries of Balthis and Wooditsdiren Stahrt

was the first artillery firing on the morning of the 17th of September. The first shot was probably fired by Balthis Staunton battery, commandishaptlAeW/.
Garber. Carpenter immediately joined his fire to that of Garber and Wooding, and they were promptly answered by Doubleday's guns, thiflifigt sieattenant-
Colonel John T. Thornton, commanding 3rd Virginia Cavalry, who was in rear of Nicodemus hill, where Fitz-Hugh Lee had moved the greater partlo§ his cava
brigade, and on the west slope of the hill Jackson slept during the night of the 16th.

This was the artillery prelude to the battle of Antietam, and was soon followed by S.D.Lee's guns near the Dunkard Church, the guns beyond theoAgtietam,
and Brockenbrough's guns and those of Matthews and Thompson.

The Confederate guns on Nicodemus hill were soon silenced, but resumed their fire soon after, not upon Doubleday's artillery alone but upgndnislitifanof
Ricketts and Meade's divisions, as they moved to the front, an enfilading fire which was very annoying and that inflicted some loss. The fire dtom thaged

into the ranks of the 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry, which had bivouacked near the East Woods, causing it to change position. The regiment was theridroken up
detachments, serving on different parts of the field, supporting batteries and gathering stragglers.

It was after the opening of this artillery fire that Doubleday was directed to get ready to move. He had previously dispatched Gibbon to take thiobolwadda
order by Phelps, Patrick, and Hoffman. It was nearing 6 a.m., when Hooker ordered the advance, Gibbon to begin the attack along the Hagerstimmred @gd, fol
Phelps as a support. About 15 minutes later Patrick went forward by Hooker's order, and by the same order Hoffman remained to support thelzatillery, on t
Poffenberger hill in his rear.

Gibbon's Brigade consisted of the 19th Indiana, 2nd, 6th and 7th Wisconsin. It numbered 971 officers and men. It was a staunch organizationektioomn as th
Brigade," and had a good soldier as its commander. Gibbon advanced in column of divisions, the 6th Wisconsin, Lieutenant Colonel Edward S. Bréglg, on th
the east of the Hagerstown road, through the North Woods, which were being vigorously shelled by Stuart's guns, over Magilton's Brigade of i&Baseyles)
and into the open field south of the woods, , where Hooker was directing affairs. Here the 6th Wisconsin was deployed in line and two companiesagirown out
skirmishers. Under Hooker's orders the regiment, followed by the brigade, obliqued to the right until it reached the road, then marched soyttoddporgdp.R.
Miller's garden the fire from this point was severe, the enemy still holding it as a picket post, although Duryea had passed it on the east. Thg skidmishe
Captain John A. Kellogg, drove the Confederates out, and the regiment pushed on over the open field, which was swept by an artillery fire framnSouettis g
right and Poague's in front. The right wing passed to the right of Miller's garden without trouble; the left was delayed in its advance by a pickebtentagthe
garden. In moving over the flower beds and through the rose bushes Captain E.A. (Brown?) was killed by a muskgobdlthBgarden, in a peach orchard, the
two wings of the regiment were united, just as the Confederate skirmishers disappeared into the cornfield, which was on rising ground, thestzondstglisck

and high. This was the western part of the Miller cornfield. Bragg did not linger in the peach orchard but ordered the regiment forward. It climitkdeheesof

the orchard, moved across a shallow basin of 75 yards and pushed into the corn. The three right companies were crowded into the road and acgbgsTten the ri
other regiments of the brigade followed the 6th Wisconsin and halted, closed in mass, in the open space between the orchard and the cornfiéliscaniirthe
skirmishers were searching the corn.

Campbell's Battery followed Gibbon through the North Woods and halted about 100 yards south of them, and a section, under Lieutenant James &feaaceva
and opened fire over the heads of the infantry, in reply to S.D.Lee's and Poague's guns and, also, upon the woods north of the Dunkard ChurcheviRggniolds' N
battery was subsequently ordered to the same field, and the position on the plateau north of Poffenberger's, was filled by Cooper's and Singssofideadie's
Division.

Phelps' Brigade followed Campbell's Battery through the North Woods and into the open field in which Hooker and staff were seen, directly in Gemgdetis
Battery, and was ordered by Hooker to move by the flank through the field and support Gibbon, who was seen advancing. The direct and cross cailldrg fire

field was very heavy, but the brigade moved without loss to a point some 90 yards in advance of and on the right of the battery, the right restingrstotiie Hage
road, and the line moved forward some 50 yards in rear of Gibbon. Phelps had five regiments the 22nd, 24th, 30th, and 84th New York (14th Brooklyn) and 2nd
United States Sharpshooters. The brigade numbered 425 officers and men.

Patrick's Brigade consisted of the 21st, 23rd, 35th, and 80th New York, and numbered about 824 men. It followed Phelps through the North Woltigrapen fie
peach orchard, halting in the shallow depression between the orchard and the cornfield, as the 6th Wisconsin became engaged, closely suppsttefitsy the
brigade and Phelps.

We left the 6th Wisconsin advancing into the cornfield. Its skirmishers soon found the enemy mostly along the fence bordering the Hagerstowndeadawnery
these were rapidly driven across the road and the regiment moved up steadily in support, closely followed by the 2nd Wisconsin, the right of thebtctheorigiti
of the road, under the immediate command of Bragg, the left in the corn, under Major R.R. Dawes.

For some reason the right of the skirmish line failed to advance and clear that flank or discover what was in that direction, and the right wing issachgrbwand
in front of Miller's barn and some straw stacks on the right of the road, wheodived an unexpected and severe fire upon the flank from Captain A.C. Page's
Virginia skirmishers, lying along the edge of the West Woods, nearly opposite the barn, and also under the cover of the rock ledge between the vesatiand th
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At this moment a Confederate gun, probably of Cutts' Battalion, passed into the road, in front, and Bragg ordered Captain (Bacheller's) compeasyjmiie

road, to advance to a ridge, crossing the road a few yards in front, and open fire upon the horses attached to the guns; at the same (sic) he ordemnpdriestwo c

on the right of the road to advance and occupy a shallow basin between two swells of ground, and a few yards nearer the enemy, whom he had not yet seen, but of
whose near presence he was well assured. So soon as this advance was attempted the fire from the West Woods and the ledge upon his flank increasesi to a murd
enfilade, a fire from a skirmish line in front followed and, looking in that Direction, Bragg saw Grigsby's line,, the brigades of Winder and dgradenlyithe fence

and across the field to the West Woods, and at right angles to the road. No sooner had he discovered it than the entire line rose to its feet and peyrediicha vo

struck down many of his men and swept over the field and into the cornfield held by the left companies. This rendered advance on the right impcticable a
(Bacheller)'s company, in the road, was ordered to lie down under the corner of the fence. No sooner had he given the order than Bragg receivedaiséviere an
wound in the left arm, but was still able to direct the right companies to draw back under cover of the road fence, and the left wing to halt and lieedzmwm. in th

These orders were being executed when he fainted and was carried to the rear, Major Dawes succeeding to command.

Early in the morning Poague's Virginia battery of three guns was a few yards in front of Grigsby's Virginians and was soon vigorously engaged vath the Un
batteries of Matthews and Thompson, and then with Stewart's two guns; it directed some of its fire upon Doubleday's advancing brigades, alseaipod Dury
Hartsuff. When the skirmishers began engaged and Gibbon's line advanced through the corn, Poague withdrew to the rear of Grigsby's line andotmei® af few
canister into the corn; when the Wisconsin companies appeared, marching west of the road, the Union artillery, Stewart's guns now assisping, splbkepid

and precise fire, he fell back to the A. Poffenberger barn. Grigsby held on with his less than 450 men, subjected to the same destructive aridl¢oytfiessevere

fire of the Wisconsin skirmishers, who, creeping up along the fences of the road, did effective work upon his weak line. His men were fallingtfasishis le
threatened by the advance of a Union force through the West Woods, and he sent Lieutenant J.M. Garnett, of his staff, to Starke, with the messalgertbiat he ¢
hold on much longer. Garnett found Starke in the edge of the woods, delivered the message, and as he lifted his eyes he saw the men retreatingradisdds the op
Grigsby had used all efforts to hold on, but the fire upon him was so destructive, that Major H.J. Williams, commanding 5th Virginia, suggestedtioviiivaitk

into the woods. Grigsby would not take the responsibility, upon which Williams ordered the 5th Virginia to fall back and the other regiments efB¥uyalde’

followed; once started the retreat was rapid. Jones' Brigade, commanded by Captain John E. Penn, 42nd Virginia, was on the left of Winder'dealiaheai iy
retreat. The left of this brigade rested about 100 yards from the West Woods; it was very small and the greater part of it, under command of CaglejmvasriPa
the skirmish line. When Gibbon was seen advancing through the D.R. Miller's fields, the advance skirmishers, near Nicodemus's, were recajtedtang@aineof

them posted in the east edge of the West Woods, some of them were advanced to the shelter of the rock ledge running south from Miller's barn, ahddyveds this
skirmishers that opened fire upon Gibbon's flank as he advanced along the road and through the corn, which fire, with the direct fire of Grigsbgiinetidthé 6th
Wisconsin to halt and Gibbon to order the deployment of the 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin to the right of the road and down to the West Woods. Atae same ti
Gibbon ordered Stewart's two guns to the front, and at about the same moment Doubleday ordered Patrick, who had come up five minutes beforepda enods the
support the movement of the 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin. The 19th Indiana crossed the Hagerstown road betweterB fRoulse and barn and formed line;
Captain W.W. Dudley, deploying his company as skirmishers, quickly dislodged the Virginians from their cover at the rock ledge, and pushedrartinéorttpart

of the West Woods, the Virginians falling back, Dudley closely following about 120 yards into the woods, when, the opposition becoming very grteduailted;

the regiment, slowly following the skirmishers, halted at the edge of the woods, where the 7th Wisconsin came up and formed on its left, at theter@stne no
corner of the woods, and sent a company of skirmishers to assist Dudley. Patrick's Brigade followed the 7th Wisconsin across the road and faranesf iit &relr

the 19th Indiana. The 19th Indiana and the 7th Wisconsin now pushed into the woods; Dudley again went forward; Captain Page, who had been forsedvback, wa
reinforced by Captain Penn, who had been specially charged with the care of that flank, but Penn was soon severely wounded, losing a leg, arthstielNiegiki

to their brigade line, just as Winder's was withdrawing, and Jones' Brigade, now under command of Captain Page, quickly followed; the two icgddedessl

than 250 men, obliquing to the right in retiring and rallying in the woods in rear of Starke's left. As the 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin were swoegbirigeth

West Woods the 2nd Wisconsin was moving in the corn to the left of the 6th Wisconsin. As it came up to the 6th, Lieutenant Colonel Allen, commanding the 2nd
directed Dawes to advance. Dawes ordered his men up and, guiding on the right of the 2nd Wisconsin, swung away from the road, ordering Captaithi€ellogg, o
right, to move the right companies obliquely to the left in the corn. Kellogg ordered his men up, but so many were shot down that he ordered them down again
once. The line did not wait for Kellogg but pushed on through the corn, followed by Phelps' Brigade, 25 yards in rear, and, farther to the lef,Bimaslefvas
sweeping through the east part of the corn and the East Woods. Up to this time the 2nd Wisconsin had not given or received a shot, nor had it seert,aasénemy, bu
reached the south edge of the corn, the men saw before them, the left of Lawton's Brigade, about 200 yards distant. There was no time for extéiodsdfohserva

as the 2nd Wisconsin and the seven companies of the 6th came into view, the 26th, 38th, and 61st Georgia rose from the ground and simultaneswgghedh line
fire. There was but a short halt at the south edge of the corn, the Wisconsin men went over the fence bounding it; Kellogg came up the road with parttege com
and all went forward, firing and shouting, driving back and to the left the three Georgia regiments, to the foot of the high ground, where, onlly brekinoig, and
under cover, they held on until Hood came up. This encounter near the road was at the time Hays came up farther to the Confederate right and maitte the charge
which most of the officers in both his own and Lawton's Brigade were killed or wounded.

At the moment the Georgians were driven back by the Wisconsin men, the latter saw a body of Confederates swarming out of the West Woods, just north of the
church, as though intent on turning the right of the Union line, upon which Colonel Allen, on the left, changed front obliquely to the right to setterpasitien

for firing and directed his men to construct a rail barricade. This was on the high ground near the road, and his line faced southeast. The 6tlokiviedamsini$

right, its three right companies still in the road, many of the men lying down under cover of the fence.

The advancing Confederate line was Starke's, composed of his own brigade and that of Taliaferro; Starke's Brigade numbering about 650 r&nabaliafed0.
When Starke received Grigsby's appeal for help his line was lying down in the woods, about 20 yards from the edge, Taliaferro's right resting ostaive Hegk
Starke immediately ordered the men up, waited until Grigsby's men had fallen back out of the way, then sprang to the front and led the advanive, bésrabfbet
southwestern corner of the Miller cornfield, where the Wisconsin men had made their appearance in pursuit of the Georgians. He led his owndurédatietbbli
right and as Taliaferro's charged directly to the front, the right of one and the left of the other, becoming mixed, causing some confusion, jadesiréssed
obliquely to the right; soon received the fire of the Wisconsin men, Starke was mortally wounded (dying within an hour) about 160 yards north sfahe &46d
yards west of the road, and the two brigades, under a murderous fire, thinning its ranks at every step, reached the high and strong post andhaitdextaraf t
came face to face with the Wisconsin men across the road, only 30 to 75 yards away. Fire was immediately opened; the 14th Brooklyn of Phelps’hBdgaxde, rus
of the corn and merged with the Wisconsin men, and the fighting was fast, furious, and deadly. The Union men fell on all parts of the line, some cathdaokrint
Lieutenant Colonel Allen was wounded, and after a few minutes, the Union men fell back and laid down below the low rail fence, at the edge of theayofor, but o
a moment, and the Confederates began to climb the fence into the road. Phelps, as we have seen, had moved up to within 25 yards of the Wiscongimayen, before
had left the corn and, after they had gone forward and become engaged with Starke, the 14th Brooklyn rushed to their assistance. About the sam&ltine the 2
Sharpshooters moved up to the fence and laid down. Colonel Phelps reports: "Having ascertained that the enemy's line was formed with thesdlefiadivinat
they were in position to partially enfilade our line, | ordered the 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters, Colonel Post, to move to the right and front, advafiiagdHis éngage
the enemy at that point." Post went over the fence and about 30 yards beyond it, his right on or very near the Hagerstown road, his left throwndona&idg to
oblique line with the road, and engaged the left of Starke's line (the 1st Louisiana)), in and beyond the road. The Wisconsin men and 14th Brolad{y were s
falling back when Post was taking this position, they quickly rallied in the corn and with the remainder of Phelps' Brigade again went forwara fhenheft af

the Sharpshooters and renewed the fight. Meanwhile some of the Confederates had climbed the fence and got into the road and others were fodidwira but t
fire was so severe that no farther advance was attempted, but they held on to the line of the fence, though suffering severely, and the contesnteiddsben ma
some 15 minutes when new trouble came to them.

It will be remembered that, when the advance of the 6th Wisconsin was checked by the fire on its right flank, Gibbon ordered Stewart with his twedromg,to th
from his position east of the Miller house, and the 19th Indiana, 7th Wisconsin, and Patrick's Brigade to the right in and near the West Woods, dnesdo iy
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the Virginia skirmishers of Jones' Brigade. Stewart moved very promptly, came down the road at a dead run and, wheeling to the right, put his tesitgamin p
front of some straw stacks south of the Miller barn, and his limbers in rear of the stacks and between them and the barn to protect his horses. Heeveaktoow ord
move forward about 150 yards to the summit of the high ground, but objected, as he could see Starke's men coming out of the woods, and the aduamgeldi positio
bring him under their close fire, however, he went forward about 50 yards and came into battery about 30 yards west of the road. At the same timevtv@80th Ne
(135 men) of Patrick's Brigade came to his support, its right wing in rear of the guns, while the left wing, under Major J.B. (Hardenbaugh?), advethesiibtih

close to the road. As the ground was undulating and not favorable for the use of canister Stewart opened fire upon Starke's men with sphericdt obte 8@th

New York fired a few shots upon the left flank of the 1st Louisiana, the skirmishers of the 19th Indiana were seen cautiously coming up on the lefirehd rear
Starke's entire line retired rapidly, but in pretty good order, by the right flank, to the woods from which it had advanced, Stewart's shrapreltfollowi

At the moment of retiring the color bearer of the 1st Louisiana was killed at the fence, the colors were seen to drop over the fence into the roadyahouislDt

Parmelee and others of the Sharpshooters rushed forward to seize them, recellneg rgérom the left, by which Parmelee was killed, but another secured the

colors. Many of the Sharpshooters crossed both fences of the road in eager pursuit of the Louisianians, some went down the road, but the grealieepéreof t

Wisconsin men and Phelps' New York men, moved down the east side and were rapidly approaching the Dunkard Church, when out from the woods aiiund the chur
and into the open ground on the east swept Hood's Division, and delivered such a business like fire that the pursuing forces halted, then feleldistruespm

those on the left to the corn, while the Sharpshooters, flanked on the left and nearly surrounded, were crowded into the road, along whichdheyDdkreate

Miller's. The left wing of the 80th New York fell back and joined its right wing in rear of Stewart's guns.

Starke's men had been less than 30 minutes engaged and lost heavily. Starke and nine other officers of the brigade were killed. Colonels Vilichams] Staf
Pendleton succeeded each other quickly in command, all being wounded, and of the 650 carried into action nearly 8@ wece Wounded. Taliaferro's Brigade
lost heavily; two officers commanding it were wounded, and of the 500 carried into action about 170 were killed and wounded. The Union loss wgs less heav

The moment has now come to note the movement of Hood's Division, but, before accompanying itliiaitsdond bloody advance, it is desirable to see in what
position and condition the Union lines arerteet it.

The 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin, after having pushed into the West Woods and driven out the Virginians, with Patrick's Brigade held the ndinth\Vaas
and the rock-ledge running south from Miller's barn. Hoffman's Brigade remained in position supporting the division batteries on the Pofiénivbigehiad
silenced the Confederate batteries on Nicodemus hill and compelled most of them to be withdrawn. Matthews', Reynolds' and four of Campbeéti'stgisldre
between D.R. Miller's and the East Woods, the brigades of Magilton and Anderson, with Ransom's Battery, are moving from the North Woods to the front, an
Christian's Brigade had moved up in close support to Seymour and Hartsuff, who are still engaged in the southeast corner of the cornfield and/woitie East

Christian's Brigade was composed of the 26th and 94th New York, 88th and 90th Pennsylvania. Very early in the morning the 90th Pennsylvaniadtas detache
support Matthews' Battery, in the field west of the north part of the East Woods, and the other three regiments moved out of the S. Poffenbergefomoeds and

line south of them. After a halt of some minutes they were formed in column of division and advanced toward the East Woods, did an unnecessary idimgunt of dr
under a wicked artillery fire, that killed and wounded many men and demoralized one or two of the most prominent officers, and again halted n¥dotiis East

After a few minutes they were ordered to advance and support Hartsuff, then severely engaged; they entered the woods and again halted. Seympuantbw rode
ordered the regiments to deploy in line and go forward. The 26th and 94th New York, moving south through the woods, crossed the Smoketown roaas tve 26th w
the left. As the two regiments made their appearance at the fence they were greeted by a charge of canister from a battery about between Mumnaketovehthe Sm
road, and by a fire from Ripley's Brigade, which had now moved up on Trimble's right, and was in line near the grave yard and along the fence ofait®rnfield t
right. The two regiments opened fire, not only upon Ripley, but upon Trimble's men, also, who could be seen behind the fences of the Smoketovgirrgaltke enga
left of Hartsuff's line, the 83rd New York, now assisted by the 88th Pennsylvania. Some Pennsylvania Reserves were still in the line and caydfutty firi

Christian's advance had relieved the 1st and 2nd Reserves, which now fell out of the woods.

When Christian's three regiments went into position men of the 88th Pennsylvania saw to the right and front Lawton and Hays engaged with HaitiSfaffthend s

to the front could be seen fighting on the Hagerstown road, between Gibbon's and Phelps' men on one side and Starke's on the other. S.D.Lee&rduing trere se
East Woods with round shot and shell and firing over the heads of Lawton and Hays at the Union batteries north of the cornfield, and a little latse@otiddms
advance from the church, and on the left both the 26th and 94th New York saw a Confederate column (Colquitt's Brigade) the heads of the men visibleranly, m
by 4's toward the right, through the low ground south of the Mumma house, then in flames, and the hour was 7 o'clock.

While Christian's three regiments were going into position on the left, the right and center of Hartsuff's Brigade were melting away undeketiteeidestal fire of
Hays and Lawton, who, although repulsed, were still holding on, waiting for help. The 12th Massachusetts had been reduced to less than 40 men, the 11th
Pennsylvania had suffered terribly, all were short of ammunition, and Colonel Coulter rode into the East Woods looking for help, and, as henentesethth@0th
Pennsylvania moving to join its brigade. It had been in support of Matthews' Battery since early morning. Coulter asked Colonel Lyle, commaggiingrihier
come to his assistance, Lyle at once brought his regiment into line, passed out of the woods and over the ground held by the 13th Massachusetts) el swept
pasture field about 160 yards west of the woods and 60 yards south of the corn, planted the colors on a rock ledge and, facing southwest, openagdismdpon H
Lawton, and, while so engaged, saw a Union body near the Hagerstown road, go forward, then fall back.

During the not more than 30 minutes it had been engaged Hartsuff's Brigade suffered greatly. The 12th Massachusetts carried into action, Bogpimihigyto
"Regimental Losses", 334 officers and men, and had 49 killed, 165 wounded and 10 missing, an agg?@édata &7 per cent of those engaged. When it saw help
coming the colors were raised from the _ ground, where they had fallen, dead color bearers under them and over them, and 32 men marched with th&theo the rea
11th Pennsylvania had 235 officers and men in action, and lost 125 killed and wounded, over 53 per cent. The losses in the 13th Massachusetts &utl83rd New
were sever, but not in such proportions to numbers engaged.

The right and center of Hartsuff's Brigade having fallen back, the Confederates now gave their undivided attention to the 90th Pennsylvani¢h As the 12
Massachusetts fell back it saw the advance of Hood's men from the woods at the church and the 4th Alabama, marching by the flank down the Smoksdown road, a
the 90th Pennsylvania saw the same, and Thompson's Battery, still in the cornfield, opened upon them with shrapnel, it could not use canistenbegdirsers

wounded lay close in front of the guns. Soon after the retirement of the three right regiments of Hartsuff, the 83rd New York fell back, and, veryaftamn dise

everything on the right had gone and Hood's line was advancing, the 88th Pennsylvania was given orders to retire. Many protested and would tiée tieenaine

order was repeated and the regiment fell back. Meanwhile the 26th and 94th New York, on the extreme left, east of the Smoketown road, were keegiogyup a des
fire upon Trimble's and Ripley's men, but soon the 94th New York saw that the 88th Pennsylvania, on its right, had gone, Hood's men were stillthelvidhcing,
Alabama was seen coming down the road from the church, and the regiment fell back in some confusion, closely followed by the 26th New York, which had
gradually melted away, a few only remaining to retire as Ripley's men began to advance and the 4th Alabama approached the woods on the right. fhiregie was no
now left south of the east part of the cornfield to resist Hood's advance, but the 90th Pennsylvania.

As the Confederate brigades of Trimble, Lawton, and Hays, did no more fighting after Hood's advance had relieved them, we may anticipate thalramithdra

count their losses. Walker, commanding Trimble's Brigade, who had been painfully wounded, and unfitted for further duty, ordered the commagitaste®fo
conduct them to the rear to replenish ammunition and collect the stragglers. Captain Rodgers, commanding 12th Georgia, and Captain Milleng&@irstiéodi
Carolina, were killed, Major Glover, commanding 21st Georgia, severely wounded, and of the less than 700 carried by the brigade into actionl2®i7 were ki
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wounded, and missing. Lawton's Brigade went off the field without a commander; when in the fields in the rear Major John H. Lowe, 31st Georglzatiineliwgs
senior officer, reformed it. Colonel Douglass its commander had been killed in the last charge; Major A.P. McRae, commanding 61st GeorgianaiidHCaptai
(Battey?), commanding the 38th were killed, three regimental commanders were wounded, and nearly all the company commanders of the brigaderidibet] or
and 567, or one half of the brigadelléd, wounded, or missing. The 38th Georgia carried 123 officers and men into action, and lost 70 killed and wounded. In its
gallant fight Hays' Brigade suffered terribly, losing 60 per cent in killed and wounded,, both Hays' staff officers were disabled, Colonel If.8a&fromother

officers of the 6th Louisiana, and five more officers of the brigade were dead on the field. Every regimental commander was either killed or wysngathetied

the small remnant of his brigade after they had fallen back to the West Woods and conducted them farther to the rear. None of these three brigatdesgegrecaga
during the day.

About the time Hays made his advance and was repulsed, General Lawton, commanding the division, was wounded and borne from the field. Geneyal Early, wh
succeeded to the command of Lawton's Division officially reports: “The terrible nature of the conflict in which those three brigades had beerarehtaged

steadiness with which they maintained their position are shown by the losses they sustained. They did not retire from the field until Gen. Laemondatibd

and borne from the field, Col. Douglass, commanding Lawton's Brigade, had been killed, and the brigades had sustained a loss of 554 killed and wiolis@d o
losing five regimental commanders out of 6; Hays' Brigade had sustained a loss of 323 out of 550, including every regimental commander andaaibhizobtaff
Walker and one of his staff had been disabled, and the brigade he was commanding had sustained a loss of 228(?) out of less than 700 presenttioiciuding 3 ou
regimental commanders."

General Hooker reports, "The slain lay in rows precisely as they had stood in their ranks a few minutes before. It was never my fortune to witnes@dymore bl
dismal battlefield."

General Jackson, in his official report, says: "About sunrise the Federal infantry advanced in heavy force to the edge of the edge of the wocetositteadbe
turnpike, driving in our skirmishers. Batteries were opened in front from the wood with shell and canister, and our troops became exposed faumieea &atifec
storm of shell, canister, and musketry. With heroic spirit our lines advanced to the conflict and maintained their position, in the face of snpergmith
stubborn resolution, sometimes driving the enemy before them and sometimes being compelled to fall back before their well-sustained aadidestretiv
troops from time to time relieved the enemy's ranks, and the carnage on both sides was terrific."

In the midst of this terrific carnage Hood came into action and added one half his division to the ghastly roster of dead and wounded. Hood's Bigisidofdao
brigades commanded by Colonel W.T. Wofford, 18th Georgia, and Colonel E.M. Law, 4th Alabama. Wofford's was Hood's old command, generally known as the
Texas Brigade, comprising the 1st, 4th and 5th Texas, 18th Georgia, and the Hampton (S.C.) Legion. Law's Brigade consisted of the 4th Alabam@agilinsort

2nd and 11th Mississippi. The division numbered about 2000 men, their superior fightiitg gatexcelled in the army. Up to this day they had never known defeat.
Hood was a lion-hearted soldier; his brigade commanders brave and skillful officers.

When Hood was relieved by Lawton, on the night of the 16th, and retired to the woods about 250 yards in rear of the Dunkard Church, it was to get foed,for his m
who had been nearly famished for three days, and he road in search of his wagons. It was with much difficulty that he found these in the darknessytaingthey c
flour only. Not until nearly dawn was this in the hands of his men and they were without cooking utensils. It was dawn before the dough was prepérednemich
proceeded to cook on ramrods. About 4 a.m. Hood sent his aid to General I, ldpprrising him of his condition and asking if he could furnish any troops to assist

in holding the position on the left, to which Hill replied that he could not. As we have seen, the fighting began at dawn, in and near the East Woods, and, so
thereafter, Hood received notice from Lawton that he would require all the assistance he could give him, and later, when Hartsuff and Gibboamdffarereaf,
Lawton's staff dashed up to Hood, saying "General Lawton sends his compliments, with the request that you come at once to his support" and adoletidht Law
been wounded. "To Arms" was instantly sounded, and quite a number of Hood's men were obliged to go to the front, leaving their uncooked rati@améehind; s
carried the half-cooked dough on their ramrods and ate it as they went forward.

At this time the Union artillery fire was very heavy from the batteries north of the cornfield, as well as those beyond the Antietam, the lattertéideatiBeD.Lee's
guns, but going over them and into the woods around the church. Shot and shell fell into the ranks of the division, killing and wounding many méckliput it qu
formed and went through the woods and to the Hagerstown road, under a heavy fire of shrapnel, shell and round shot, and thence into the cloyadditearl
the Dunkard Church. Law, on the right, went out by the flank. After crossing the road he threw his brigade into line, facing northeast, and gave tdvarces,
his objective point being that portion of the East Woods south of the cornfield. The 4th Alabama, being crowded out of line, moved by the flank oattiverSmok
road. From right to left the regiments were in this order: 4th Alabama, 6th North Carolina, 2nd and 11th Mississippi. On reaching field Law saw but few
Confederates, these were in much confusion, without commanders, but still fighting with much determination.

Wofford's Texas Brigade moved through the woods and across the Hagerstown road, about 100 yards north of the church, and formed up on Law'sreft almost i
quite as soon as Law had formed line, and faced nearly north. It was a general complaint against the Texas Brigade that it fought too fast, whettterdwelhé

we do not know, but we do know that on this occasion no sooner had it cleared the woods than it opened fire upon the two Wisconsin regiments andvelps' men,
were following Starke's defeated and retreating command. In moving across the road the brigade was thus formed from right to left: 5th, 4th and8tst Texa
Georgia and Hampton Legion. Hood says that as he moved across the road in front of the church: "Lawton was borne to the rear on a litter, his command was
dispersed or fighting in small groups, behind such shelter of rocks and ledges, as the open field south of the corn afforded, and the only orgafriaaddntehate
troops left upon that part of the field, were some 40 men who had rallied around the gallant Harry Hays, on the highest ground near the junctiofiedfitheccorn

the meadow"; and these were anxiously awaiting Hood's arrival. Hood crossed the Hagerstown road at 7 o'clock. One of the most difficult thmgsetndeter
considering a great battle, is the hour that particular events took place, and the length of time troops were engaged. No two or more men will agiepaiptm s
Those of undoubted and equal courage, will contend for largely varying periods. This difficulty confronts us at every step and upon nearly eiry pfigeab

reports of Antietam, but a close analysis of the movements up to this period of action, leads to the conclusion that it was 7 a.m. when Hood crosestdviie Hag
road, at the church, and it was at this time that Colquitt's Brigade was seen moving from the Sunken ReatkiiStatthe writer of Capt. Robbins, 4th Alabama, and
Capt. Nisbet of 21st Georgia.) Major Gould, 10th Maine, inclines to the belief that this body was the skirmish battalion of Colquitt's Brigaded aiip®s
companies, one from each regiment of the brigade. This body had no flag, the 21st Georgia had a flag, and Robbins is confident that the body jadi@iriiguirtt ha

is possible that the skirmish battalion did enter the woods and was engaged in the southern part of them. We have before us a letter of Lieut. GitteiVork, wr
February 13, 1891, in which he says: "The morning reports, by company commanders, on the morning of the 16th, showed (including field officeede Major D
Adjutant Shropshire and myself) a total regimental strength of 226. After dark on the evening of the 16th, two men from each of the twelve compaegmenth
were detailed and sent to the rear for the purpose of roasting green corn as food for the regiment. Less than half of them had rejoined the regimseaffeviuzry,
dawn (sic), on the 17th, we were ordered forward--and by this means, we went into action with about 15 men less théith2B& 'tdeduction the regiment had 211

in action and its loss of 182 was 86 1/4 per cent. The loss in each of the twelve companies, shows 50 killed, 132 wounded, 4 missing, an 4§§rdgdtecf
companies every officer and man were killed or wounded. Of 26 officers 7 were killed and 11 wounded. Conceding the accuracy of Col. ¥uekistbttithe
regiment had 211 in action, its loss was 23 69/100 per cent killed, 86 1/4 per cent killed and wounded, and 88 15/100 per cent in killed, wounded.artemissin
color lost was the "Lone Star" flag made from the wedding dress of Mrs. L.T. Wigfall, whose husband, formerly Senator Wigfall, had been colon¢lTaths. ks

loss was not discovered until the regiment was moving out of the corn and when it was too late to hunt for it as Patrick's men were pressing its fldaksoatsd An
came within a few yards of its rear. Work reports that he was "well convinced that had the 18th Georgia and Hampton Legion not met with the moshdbstinate a
stubborn resistance from a superior force to their left, they would have supported me promptly and effectively upon my left, and that that poer@nof sforce

in our front would have been routed, the tide of battle there turned, and the day been ours." The 18th Georgia and the Hampton Legion could notegafsward b

13



they were checked by the fire of Stewart's guns and the supporting infantry. We left Stewart throwing spherical case at Starke's retreating meavwWasth

moving toward the cornfield he turned his guns upon him and those swarming up the road and in the field, close to the fence, in which were his gums, and thre
canister as rapidly as his men could handle it. But still the Confederates pressed on, and, under cover of the fences and the corn, some cregpicsgedrts

off the gunners so rapidly that in less than ten minutes from the time he had taken position 14 of his men were killed and wounded, and the two gunsasigre temp
silenced, but not before they had done terrible execution in the ranks of the 18th Georgia and Hampton Legion. Stewart's horse was killed grithrewfddim; as
soon as he could rise he ran back to the stacks, behind which the caissons had been left, and ordered the drivers to accompany him to the fronfacesteke the p
the dead and wounded cannoneers. By the time he had returned with these to the guns Captain Campbell, commanding the battery, coming at a gatag down the
from the Miller field, brought the other four guns into battery on the left of Stewart's section and began firing canister into the cornfield addsthehfief it, where

the Confederates were seen near the east fence of the road. In a very short time Campbell was severely wounded, and the command fell to StevilsttbrGeneral G
seeing the danger threatening and observing the gunner of the left piece fall, ran into the battery and acted as gunner. What was left of PhaipstBzigadend

6th Wisconsin, not over 150 men, in all, were brought across the road, from where they had rallied when driven from the cornfield, and, mergingttvitethie 8
York, drew close to the guns: those on the left opened fire into the cornfield, those on the right, with bayonets fixed, lying down behind the giufisuhifohe of

a general officer, his face begrimed by powder, and perspiration running down his cheeks, Gibbon was still serving the gun of his old battery destiring of
saving them. Double charges of canister were thrown into the corner of the cornfield, the aim was low, the stones and dirt on the road were ploemzbupjlthe f
were splintered and thrown into the air, and as smoke and dust cleared away, groups of the enemy were seen running to the rear, and, looking¢oeheasght, t
seen a Union line sweeping across the front of the guns up the road. It was a few minutes before this that the 4th Texas, Lieutenant Colonel B.ieh®ader, wh
come from the right and halted at the brow of the ridge, moved up and received a scattering fire from the ledge 150 yards beyond the road. Carteregiselat hi
to the left, drew up along the road fence and replied to the fire from the ledge; about 50 men, catching sight of a Confederate flag in possessismuéiibbon
beyond the road, charged to retake it, but were checked before they had crossed the second fence and lay down on the west side of the road, utidefesbelter of
and a ditch on that side. It was at this time that the officers of the Hampton Legion and 18th Georgia saw that Law's men and the 1st Texas were falirgrback o
right and that on their left, not 200 yards distant, a Union line covered their entire flank, advancing in an oblique direction, threatening toffustteenthey gave

the order to fall back, simultaneously with Gibbon's last shot that sent the fence rails flying into the air.

The five small regiments in this advancing line were the 19th Indiana, 7th Wisconsin, 21st, 23rd, and 35th New York. When the left of the skirmikle li®¢hof
Indiana, on the higher ground in the West Woods, saw the advance of Hood's Division, passing their flank, they reported the fact to Lieutenardcolanghiio

with the regiment, was still in the west woods, on much lower ground, and the information was conveyed to the 7th Wisconsin and Patrick's Brigadat®acem
called in the skirmishers from his right and front, and with his regiment and the 7th Wisconsin, changed front to the left, moved out of the woddtyetatitk le
opened fire on the Confederates lying in the road and beyond it, and another line along the fence in an open field about 100 yards distant, deviirgethadi

but the 4th Texas still held ground. Bachman, yielding to the urgent appeals of the men, gave the order to charge and hat in hand, with drawn swordthed the
"double quick" all cheering as they advanced. At the same time the 7th Wisconsin sprang over the rock ledge and went forward on the left of thea]l Stlosetian
followed by Patrick's three regiments. It was the sight of these advancing regiments that caused the retreat of the Hampton Legion and the 18the @#orgia
Texas, in danger of being cut off by the 19th Indiana, started to move off by the left flank, before the 19th Indiana could intercept it, but had naofexd feety

along the fence, when its commander, Carter, saw that the regiment was so much exposed and that it could not escape in that direction that rexlatazh open
the 7th Wisconsin, which had nearly reached the road, repulsed it, and immediately fell back uniletdheeform and was ordered by Hood to move to the

Dunkard Church. The 19th Indiana was temporarily checked, but finally went on, crossed the road and followed the Confederates to the brow ofénentie,

was seen a strong force of infantry (Ripley's Brigade) which opened fire, Bachman was mortally wounded, and Dudley succeeded to the command. As soon as
Bachman could be carried to the rear, the regiment fell back to the road and rallied in it; on its left were Patrick's regiments--the 21st, 23rtlleamd 88¢h\When

the 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin changed front to the left, to strike Hood's flank, Patrick was in the north part of the West Woods in support talsbem. He
changed front and moved obliquely to the left with the 21st and 35th New York to the rock ledge, where he was quickly joined by the 23rd New York lyihich, ear
the action, had been sent to the right, but now had been relived by the 10th Pennsylvania Reserves. The 21st and 35th New York reached the ledge just as the
Wisconsin went over it and the 19th Indiana farther to the right was making its charge. As the Wisconsin men fell back from the hot fire of the 4t Tesiasnth

35th New York, closely supported by the 23rd, went forward through them, under a severe fire from the retreating Texans, and gained the roadhghenfiedtygo
across it and into the grass field beyond, but immediately fell back as the 19th Indiana on the right retreated and fell back to the road.

The venturesome Texans, who had been so eager to recapture the Confederate colors and who were in the road, near the southwest corner of thieofidog, were cu
this quick advance of the Union line and, perceiving that the Union troops were already in the corn, started directly down the road in the directiomabf #md

were fired upon, some were killed and wounded, about 20 were captured, a few escaped by climbing the east fence of the road. The repulse of Wditand gave Gi
opportunity to retire Stewart's guns. Forty battery men had been killed and wounded, 26 horses killed and 7 more disabled, and Stewart wassorderéteto re
position held by his two guns earlier in the day, and the infantry supporting, much reduced, were ordered to the North Woods.

When the 19th Indiana and other regiments took position in the road no enemy was seen on their right, but they had been only a short time in the rgadenden the
attacked in the flank and rear by Starke's men, who had been driven into the woods. The Union line presented such a tempting opportunity thath@ortions of
Louisiana brigade were led by Colonel Stafford out of the woods and approaching, unobserved, to within 100 yards of the 19th Indiana gave it dileehe fred en
that caused it to fall back to the rock ledge, the movement being followed by Patrick, all his regiments in succession, changing front, engagingfitiegigne

driving them back to the woods and then taking position behind the ledge.

The 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin were moved to the rear near the West Woods and, after lying a short time under a severe artillery fire fromsSaetttsigun
right, rejoined their brigade in the North Woods. Patrick held the ledge a few minutes longer, when, his ammunition being almost exhausted aticdhisdime

flank and rear, he ordered his command to fall back to a low meadow near Miller's barn and behind a line of rock ledges at right angles to the roaccandsbout 1
from the West Woods, to await ammunition and reioénents, where he remained, between the fire of opposing batteries, long enough to make coffee when we shall
see him again engaged. At the moment the Union line advanced to the road and saved Stewart's guns, Gibbon hastened across the road to Ander$mve Brigade
go forward. Meade could not be found, being on the left of his line, and Gibbon ordered Anderson to push through the corn in pursuit of the Confedergtes, a

him that a part of his own brigade and Patrick's were still in and on the right of the road. Anderson's three regiments went forward, the 1st Texagetimhgthe
before them, and the 9th Pennsylvania Reserves went clear through the corn to the open field where Wofford's men had been; the Union line, bydHisetime, h
forced back from the road and Stewart's guns were going to the rear, but the regiment advanced about 75 yards beyond the corn, when it saw Reipédg's Confed
brigade advancing across the low ground on its left front and immediately opened fire, to which Ripley's men promptly responded. Anderson rgde back to
reinforcements, before he could return Captain Dick, commanding the regiment, learned that the 11th Pennsylvania Reserves, on his lefatiadtetiemvas no
support on his right, his men were falling fast, and he was obliged to fall back to the position from which he had advanced. The 11th and 12th Rkedefiesf on t
the 9th, advanced about half way through the corn, when they received such a severe fire that they were ordered to fall back, the 11th to the Aatidtérenoad

to the rear; the 12th through the corn to the shallow basin near the road, where it was joined by the 9th. Subsequently the 9th and 12th were relivetitby the T
Corps and Meade ordered them to join the division in support of the corps artillery.

While these three regiments were engaged in and near the cornfield, the 10th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieutenant Colonel A.J. Warner, wa$ien extremen t
right, beyond the north part of the West Woods. As its brigade moved to the front this regiment was detached, and, crossing the road just befdidlegaching
house, went across the low meadow and relieved the 23rd New York, which rejoined its brigade in the advance to the road. Warner's skirmishers reported a
Confederate brigade (Early's) moving behind a cornfield in the direction of the West Woods. Hooker was advised of the movement and the regiment pushed
fence running northwest from the corner of the woods; part of the regiment deployed as skirmishers, went into the cornfield to annoy Early alelckfembsaind
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delay his movement. In these operations Warner was wounded and the command fell to Captain J.P. Smith. Early now detached the 13th Virginia &r'sneet Warn
skirmishers; a battery was brought to bear on the regiment, which was drawn to the left, along the same fence, where, for the present, we leave it.

With the exception of Patrick's Brigade and the 10th Reserves, on its right, west of the Hagerstown road, and a few of Magilton's men in the ndréhEst of t
Woods, the infantry of Hooker's Corps was out of the fight, and Hood's Division, with the exception of the 4th Alabama and the 5th Texas, still Witelgdsd
withdrawn or was withdrawing to the woods at the Dunkard Church, and Ripley's Brigade had become engaged with the Twelfth Corps.

Wofford had 854 men in action and lost 560 killed, wounded, and missing, or 65 1/2 per cent. Of the three regiments engaged at the road the HampdrvZegion h
in action, and lost 55 killed and wounded, or 71 4/10 per cent; the 18th Georgia had 176 engaged, of whom 101 were killed, wounded or missing, o &wiper cent
the 4th Texas, with 200 engaged, had 107 killed and wounded--53 1/2 per cent. The 1st Texas, as stated, had 211 in action, lost 182 killed and @dui#gted, or 8
cent. After giving the names of 12 officers killed, Wofford says: "They deserved a better fate than to have been, as they were, sacrificed for phepsant of

support.”

In "Advance and Retreat", General Hood writes of his division: “This most deadly contest raged till our last round of ammunition was expendedeXée 1st T
regiment had lost in the cornfield fully two-thirds its number; and whole ranks of brave men, whose deeds were unnumbered, save in the hearteshidweden
were mowed down in heaps to the right and left. Never before was | so continuously troubled with fear that my horse would further injure some wawnded fell
soldier, lying helpless on the ground. Our right flank, during this short, but seemingly long, space of time, was toward the main line of the fedeitatsseveral
ineffectual efforts to procure reinforcements and our last shot had been fired, | ordered my troops back to the Dunkard Church, for the samehreasgellddc
Lawton, Hays, and Trimble to retire." In his official report Hoods says: "Fighting, as we were, at right angles with the general line of battle rahRiBleyss
Brigade being the extreme left of General D.H. Hill's forces and continuing to hold their ground, caused the enemy to pour a heavy fire upon thightedaakd r
of Colonel Law's brigade, rendering it necessary to move the division to the left and rear into the woods near the church." The complaint made biiislood and
officers that they were not properly supported, is directed at both D.H. Hill and Ripley for not coming promptly to their assistance.

The events narrated in this chapter cover the period from daybreak to 7.30 a.m. Seymour's brigade and the artillery duel of both sides, oper&dé¢heatngag
daybreak. Duryea's brigade went to the assistance of Seymour and became actively engaged with Lawton and Trimble at 6 a.m., and fell back arhalf hour lat
Hartsuff, later supported by Christian, became engaged at 6.40 a.m. with Trimble, Lawton and Hays, the latter going to Lawton's assistanca.abhdttv@456.30
a.m. when Gibbon, Phelps, and Patrick became engaged with Jackson's Division and the left of Lawton, repulsing both; and 7.00 a.m. when Hoodis$#isio
the Hagerstown road at the Dunkard Church, relieved Lawton, Trimble and Hays, drove back the advance of Gibbon and Phelps, forced HartsudfreindrnChristi
the field, and was in turn checked and driven back by Gibbon, Patrick, Magilton and the First Corps atrtillery, aided by the timely appearancefdf tberpsvel

West Woods and Dunkard Church: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
THE WEST WOODS AND THE DUNKARD CHURCH
9AM.t0o11 AM.

by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 17)

The battle begun at Daybreak had been engaged with great determination and monstrous losses. It was nearing 9 o'clock and, with the advesE@#itin su
Twelfth Corps and the retreat of the Confederates into the West Woods and in the direction of Sharpsburg, there was a grateful lull in the sategtiriaokeon
only by an occasional musket shot and then by the guns of Monroe's Battery, which opened fire from the plateau opposite the Dunkard Church, wihegliéce wa
to by a battery of S.D. Lee's, in open ground south of the woods and west of the Hagerstown road.

The struggle that followed around the Dunkard Church and in the West Woods was participated in by Greene's Division and three 1@gitnétgansylvania, 2nd
Massachusetts, 13th New Jersey--of Williams' Division, Twelfth Corps and Sedgwick's Division, Second Corps, on the one side; on the otherlgisi@hgadar
the remnant of Jackson's Division; George T. Anderson's Brigade of D.R. Jones' Division; three brigades--Kershaw, Semmes, and Barksdak-Eo¥isiobaw
and Walker's Division of two brigades. The Union force numbered about 7500 men; the Confederate force about 8,200. This does not initledecheitiner
side.

The Second Corps was a veteran organization and had seen much hard service. Palfrey says it "contained some poor but many excellent soldiefaté\thietha
its Second Division met in this battle (Antietam) may be an excuse for stating that up to M&§84),the corps never lost a gun nor a color, and that it was then and
had long been the only corps in the army which could make that proud claim."” Walker says the corps represented in an unparalleled degree the hiatarytbéth
East. "That corps which in fair fight with Lee's great army, had captured forty-four Confederate flags ere it lost a color of its own, that corpsdehitie u

command of Sumner, Couch, Warren, Hancock, and Humphreys--illustrious roll!--left nearly 40,000 men killed and wounded upon the battle#fighits, of V
Maryland, and Pennsylvania; that corps among whose generals of division were numbered Sedgwick, Richardson, Howard, French, Barlow, Bivtatg;, Miles
Gibbon, Webb, and Alexander Hays; the corps which crossed the Chickahominy to the rescue of the beaten left at Fair Oaks; which made the grédapssault at
Heights; on which fell the fury of Longstreet's charge at Gettysburg; which was the rear guard, October 14th, at Auburn and Bristoe; which statiestiathe s
Spotsylvania, and at Farmville fought the last infantry battle of the war against the Army of Northern Virginia."

On the evening of September 16th, when McClellan directed Sumner to send the Twelfth Corps across the Antietam that night, Sumner correcthatetheested
Second Corps should go, also, but McClellan would not consent; he gave orders to hold the corps in readiness to march an hour before daybread#ooiesyupport
but not to move until further orders. In anticipation of going that night Sumner had already sent some of his batteries across the Antietam. Suradals me
breakfasted before daybreak, filled their canteens and rolled their blankets; they were ready to march but no orders came, and a little affarrr@c]awith his

son, Captain S.S. Sumner, of his staff, went to headquarters, but a few yards distant, for orders and personal instructions. McClellan hademq &oawsikep

and none of his staff seemed disposed to disturb him, though the roar ottlleerzes sounding in their ears. Sumner waited, walking to and fro on the veranda of the
Pry house, or sitting on the steps, the roar of battle increasing and the detonation of the heavy guns shaking the panes and shivering the sastspfthekvitet

into McClellan's room the full sunlight, but McClellan did not make his appearance. Members of the staff were watching Hooker's struggle, whiail wies/in

yet McClellan could not be seen and one of his staff members remarked that Hooker's fight was only a rearguard affair, as "Uncle Bobby Lee" was#&oo much of
soldier to fight in that position with a river at his back. And the opinion was expressed to McClellan, also, that morning, whether he shared it omubtavewd.

Finally, at 7:20 a.m., after waiting more than an hour, Sumeesived his orders to cross the Antietam with two divisions, Richardson to follow when relieved by
Morell's' Division of the Fifth Corps. He put Sedgwick in motion immediately, French following, went down the hill in rear of McClellan's headqunartzpssed

the Antietam at Pry's Ford, where Doubleday had crossed the evening before, and when across ascended a gentle slope for about a quarter caadridentealted
his lines. He then moved in three parallel lines, brigade front, nearly due west, came to the field south of the East Woods, flanked to the righigtits eaeds,
marched northward, then faced to the left, thus forming a column of three deployed brigades, Gorman's in front, next Dana's, then Howard's Tas column w
facing west, parallel to the Hagerstown road, 550 yards distant, and separated from it by the "Bloody Cornfield" over which the tide of battledratifvied!

since daybreak, and, not withstanding the struggle in it, Palfrey says "the corn was very high and very strong." There was short halt while theo&tst fenc
cornfield was being thrown down, and the men had time to see that "the ground beneath those great, fair Maryland oaks was strewn with the kille@duod threound
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earlier battle." It was 9 o'clock when Sumner formed Sedgwick's Division for the attack in the East Woods; it was at the same time2btt Bennsylvania, of the
Twelfth Corps, crossed the Hagerstown road and entered the West Woods at the Dunkard Church.

Upon hearing of Sumner's approach General Williams, commanding Twelfth Corps, had sent a staff officer to apprise him of his position andtlo¢ sitfzdtso

and, when he came into the woods, Williams rode up from the left, from near Mumma's, gave him the position and condition of his men, and made sormayrecauti
suggestions as to the line of advance and care of his flanks, which were not well received. Sumner had already been informed by Ricketts thaipld baldeb'sar
dispersed and could not rally 300 men, and he seems to have come to the conclusion that the Twelfth Corps was in not muchtioetter cond

Nor did he stop to satisfy himself on that point or to make a reconnaissance "or for anything more than a quick study of the field over which the Tpedlittd Cor
attacked. The enemy had been pushed back and a counter-attack might be expected at any moment. As the early success which had attended Uniantafms on tat p
the field had just been gained by the Twelfth Corps, it was obvious that this success should be followed up before the enemy could recover foandsefiecte

the offensive. His resolution had to be taken, and was taken, on the instant. The emergency of the occasion would not permit him to await thesachal of Fr

Division, which he expected to appear at any moment, for he had given the most positive orders to that officer to put and keep the head of his colinan abreas
division of Sedgwick, more than this he had sent several staff officers to reiterate the orders and had reasonable grounds for the belief thetnhayelyad.h

On the contrary Walker intimates that Sumner neglected to give such orders to French: "so proud was he of his gallant troops, so full of fight] seitttupie
thought of engaging the enemy, that he did not even see to it that French was brought up within supporting distance, but allowed him, for want@fctioopés di
diverge widely to the left." Be it as it may, Sumner did not wait. He felt so strong in these three brigades of Sedgwick's Division that he could eatriythigig
stopping them, and determined to crush the Confederate left with one terrific blow, then swing his column around with a grand, bold half-whéebiutse/tep

down the Confederate line, driving it before him through Sharpsburg, and heaping it up in disaster before Burnside, who, crossing the lowdirdmpleteithe
victory. While Sumner is forming his column of attack and removing the fences, we note the condition of affairs around the church, where first ieéacbete

waged, and the preparations being made by the Confederates to regain the ground lost by them, or at least to hold the Dunkard Church and West tVoods. We lef
Monroe's Rhode Island battery in position on the plateau opposite the Dunkard Church. Monroe says: "A battery of the enemy here opened upon testibat no at
was paid to it, and the fire was perfectly ineffective; but the battery with one section opened upon a body of the enemy (Colquitt's men), who \erisgest re

the left of their front, and about 125 yards distant, throwing them into great confusion. The other four guns opened with canister and case upaeathraedng
through the woods in front, which were very open, and, with the assistance of the other section, which had accomplished its object by a few slftst Bedithe
Hampshire Battery, checked the enemy, and he retired out of sight. While engaged in forcing back the enemy in the wood, a body of sharpshootsesveall, unob
crept along under a little ridge that ran diagonally to the front of the Rhode Island battery and opened a most (unnerving?) fire upon it, killaigiagddisy

horses and men. As quick as possible, a section was directed to open upon them with canister, which, though it caused them no injury, they lyingtdewn unde
ridge, kept them almost silent, they firing but an occasional shot, but without effect. While this section was keeping the sharpshooters #ilenfouhguns, with

the guns of Lieutenant Edgell, opened upon the battery that was still firing, and soon silenced it. | then ordered my battery to limber to the sepshblogesh took
advantage of the opportunity thus afforded, and opened most briskly, severely wounding a number of men and killing and disabling a large nuesér of hors

Perceiving the dangerous situation he was in and the great difficulty he would have in withdrawing his guns under this fire, Monroe sent a regunestak&sp

the sharpshooters down, so that he could get the guns away, but the answer came that he could not, for want of ammunition. The cannoneers weirgg tapidly lea
posts on account of wounds, and the drivers were constantly employed in relieving disabled horses. When the order “Limber to the rear" was gkesutitdvas
almost in the twinkling of any eye, but the enemy behind the ridge, in the road south of the church, protected by fence rails thrown up and depreggimnsdn t

had them at their mercy, and right well did they improve the opportunity by showing the temper of it. They rose up in an unbroken line and pouredeastanto of |
them. Five guns were gotten off with few losses, but the one remaining was less fortunate. As the horses made the turn to bring the limber to éhgtnajitbéth

were quickly shot down. Before a disabled horse could be disengaged from the team another would fall. Monroe was now short handed for men, ah#iskeutenan
rode of for some, soon returning with 15 or 20 infantrymen, who ran the piece to the rear, amid the cheers of friend and foe. Four guns went backdmeeaf the ¢
the East Woods. The right section went north to the cornfield and took position near the Hagerstown road and nearly opposite the Miller straerstécks, wh
remained until its ammunition was exhausted, when it retire to the position from which it had advanced earlier in the day.

Meanwhile, Battery A, First Rhode Island, Captain John A. Thompkins, had come up. This excellent battery was attached to Sedgwick's Divisignseedi hise ¢
Antietam by the upper bridge, on the evening of the 16th, and parked on the Hoffman farm. At 8 a.m. of the 17th, Thompkins was ordered to go to thepoont and r
to Hooker. He passed M. Miller's house, followed the road to and through the East Woods, and was ordered by Hooker to go into position on the platéaei oppos
church. He made a circuit of the burning buildings at Mumma's, passing to their left, and went at a gallop down the lane beyond and came up as Momge was ret
He went into battery a little farther south from Monroe's position and more under cover from the fire of the sharpshooters, who had so annoyed kiginirgenhi

near where Monroe's left had been and the others on ground descending to the left, all pointing south or nearly so. As soon as the six guns came into positi
Thompkins opened fire upon a battery directly in his front across the Hagerstown road, and south of the West Woods, and upon D.H. Hill's infaoirgemthe S
Road, and, at the time, the 125th Army of the Potomac and 34th New York were being driven out obtieeatthe Dunkard Church.

Very soon after the 125th Pennsylvania had assisted Monroe's Battery to cross the Smoketown road, and while lying down in the field, about 36Qlyards fro
Hagerstown road, awaiting orders, Captain E.L. Witman of Crawford's staff rode up with Crawford's order to advance into the West Woods and haltl them at
hazards. Why such an order was given to this one regiment, when the entire line was awaiting Sumner's preparations, is not known; it was dirketeSigneeit
nor Williams, but it was instantly obeyed. The men sprang to their feet and went forward, , double quick, driving before them a few Texans and ¢ essgihtie
Hagerstown road at 9 o'clock and halted in the edge of the West Woods, just north of the Dunkard Church. There was very little opposition to thtsadvance,
Confederates, who were on the road in the immediate front, disappearing in the woods beyond the church, some of them to the south, below theechsrale, wher
have seen, they remained to the great annoyance of Monroe's Battery.

When Hood fell back to the Dunkard Church it was with the intention of collecting and reforming every thing that had gone back and contest furthévadogn a
and to that end Jackson, Hood, and others made great efforts; with the exception of Hood's men but a few could be held. Colonel Wofford says: itAfieheome t
enemy commenced advancing in full force. Seeing the hopelessness and folly of making a stand with our shattered brigade and a remnant fromrtr@ndther com
the men being greatly exhausted and many of them out of ammunition, | determined to fall back to a fence in our rear, where we met the long looked for re-
inforcements, and at the same time received an order from General Hood to fall back farther to the rear to rest and collect our men." Hood's matingdremetre
the woods as th#25th Pennsylvania entered them at the church.

When the 125th Pennsylvania had crossed the Hagerstown road Captain John (McKeage?) was ordered to deploy his company as skirmishers anibaslyance caut
to aridge in front, and company B was formed, facing south, about 20 yards north of the church, its left opposite the northwest corner of it. Thhergiment
advanced about 20 yards and halted. As soon as Colonel Higgins entered the woods he saw that he was without support in rear and on his right; hatveas aware th
enemy was on his right front, and gave his horse to one of his officers, with instructions to ride back to Crawford, inform him of the situation, esupasktfas,

without it, he would be unable to hold his position, and that the enemy would certainly flank him and cut him off, as he was far in advance of the amjpseiihe r

then advanced and halted on the crest of a ridge about 120 yards from the road, its left west of and about 20 yards to the right of the church, i aigfztbesyon

which, about 200 yards north of the church, crosses the Hagerstown road and runs west through the woods. The line was nearly parallel to the ddalgerstown r
Captain (McKeage?), who had halted his skirmishers on the ridge, was now ordered to advance and see what was in front. With little or no oppasitishete sk

went to within 20 yards of the west edge of the West Woods, where fire was opened upon them by the 49th Virginia of Early's Brigade, from a ravine,@mthe righ
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Early, gaining the open ground in their front, advanced firing, the Pennsylvanians falling back, firing. While at the front they saw not onlydeabyssome
troops--George T. Anderson's--advancing on their left from the direction of Sharpsburg, and from them, also, they received fire, which was returned

Leaving the 125th Pennsylvania for a moment we return to Early, whom we left in the north part of thelidigltsf the West Woods, confronting Patrick and
Goodrich, keeping his eye on the three companies cf2d¢h Pennsylvania, on the Hagerstown road, and anxious about the presence of Monroe's Battery, Greene's
Division and the 125th Pennsylvania on his right rear. He consideredifition as exemely citical, but recognized the great importance of holding his ground;
"for had the enemy gotten possession of this woods, the heights immediately in rear, which commanded the rear of the whole line, would havesaimisto h

He determined to wait for the reinforcements promised by Jackson, hoping that they would arrive in time to da#&ttiRennsylvania, before it entered theoas,

and threw his right flank back quietly under cover of the woods, and parallel to the Hagerstown road, so as not to have his rear exposed in thegvent of bein
discovered, still keeping an anxious eye on Greene's Division, which he had seen disappear on the plateau opposite the church, and very so¢im saw the 125
Pennsylvania move into the woods at the church. He looked to the rear for reinforcements, but could not see them coming. He saw himself cut offifndindize ma
of the army on the right and a force threatening his left. There was no time to be lost, and he immediately ordered his brigade to move by the righitdlaokhpa
Hagerstown road, and directed Colonel Grigsby, who commanded what was left of Jackson's Division, about 200 men, to move back in line, so asi foresent f
Patrick and Goodrich. Early moved back along the rear of the ridge, concealed from view, and in the belief that his presence was not suspeatenh Betssidg f

the ridge he came in full view of the skirmishers of the 125th Pennsylvania, and made his presence known by directing the 49th Virginia, his teadintpregen

fire upon them. They fell back and Early continued to move by the flank until his entire line was exposed. Just at this time he observed the pronsiset:nénf
coming up, at the southern corner of the woods, and ordered his brigade to face to the front and open fire.

The reinforcements that Early saw coming up was Colonel George T. Anderson's Brigade of D.R. Jones Division closely followed by three brigades of McLa
Division. Early in the morning Anderson was lying on Cemetery Hill in support of the Washingtdledr He was ordered by General Lee to the left to support
General Hood, and, without a guide or directions to find him, moved off, directing his course by the sound of the musketry, and succeeded in findhg Hood
pointed out the position he wished him to occupy. When found Hood's men were retreating from the West Woods and the position he ordered Anderaen to take w
the southwest face of the woods. When within 200 yards of the woods Anderson was fired upon by the skirmish&gbd tRennsylvania, upon which he ordered

his brigade sharpshooters forward, the Pennsylvanians, struck at the same time by Early, fell back, and Anderson advanced to the fence, lootimaiss thees

of the woods, which was torn down and piled for breastworks, behind which the men laid down. Just after Anderson reached the fence, KershawsBedage ma

in his rear. So far we have brought Early and Anderson to this part of the field and while they are driving in the skirmishers of the 125th Pennsyloeomaparg/
McLaws and Walker.

From his position on Emetery Hil, General Lee had watched the severe struggle on his left and observed Burnside on his right. Early in the morning he had sent
Walker's Division to guard the Antietam at Snavely 's Ford, but perceiving that the weight of McClellan's attack was on the left, knowing Sumnetisasan m
augment it, and fully convinced he had nothing to fear from Burnside, he concluded to throw Walker's and McLaws' divisions to meet it, yet, noldogetot ho
ground around the Dunkard Church, fearing in fact that he would lose it, before they could reach it, he determined to take up a second line, oratiee ridge ne
Sharpsburg, and walked from Cemetery Hill in that direction, at the same time ordering some batteries to the inditatedb@omd which he proposed collecting

his infantry, some of which was then being rallied, those who had been in action. In a field on the outskirts of the town, Lee and Captain Thomawhb @aser,
retiring his battery from Rodes' position in the Sunken Road. Carter saysedér®s to fear that the whole left wing, then hard pressed and losing ground, would be
turned, and that the enemy would gain possession of the range of hills some three quarters of a mile to the left of Sharpsburg. He ordered me tevittisalyround
the artillery that could be collected, to prevent this mment. Having communicated with Major Pierson several batteries were gathered together on this part of the
field. General Lee soon arrived there in person.”

After giving some directions Lee was put on his horse and an orderly led it up the road toward the Dunkard Church, soon meeting Colonel S.D. Les, who, at th
earnest solicitation of Hood, was on his way to Cemetery Hill to inform him of tiiearstate of affairs. Colonel Lee says: "At the time Jackson and Hood were
driven back, and were with difficulty holding the ground near the Dunkard Church, Hood came up to my battalion of artillery, which had been engagbé duri
entire morning and was pretty well wrecked having lost 35 (45?) men and 60 horses, and ordered me to turn my artillery over to the next officer in rtorgand a
personally to find General R.E. Lee and tell him the condition of affairs, and to say to him that unlesseeigfots were sent at once the day was lost. | protested
against leaving my artillery in its wrecked condition. He insisted, however, and | went. | soon met General Lee on horseback with one orderly amaling at
towards that part of the field and about half way between Sharpsburg and the Dunkard Church. | reported the condition of affairs on the left ealn@ etedinar
Hood's message. General Lee quietly said "Don't be excited about it Colonel, go tell General Hood to hold his ground, reinforcements are ngwaoagiihgap
between Sharpsburg and the ford; tell him that | am now coming to his support.” | said "General, your presence will do good, but nothing but infr@theadiss/
on the left.' | started to return and had not gone over a hundred yards, when Lee called me and pointed to McLaws' Division, then in sight and apprdachieg a
quick."

Some Confederate writers have severely criticized McLaws for not arriving on the field on themi@igdiately following Jackson, and for not reinforcing Jackson

on the left, earlier on the morning of the 17th, which, if done, they contend, would have defeated McClellan's army. The criticism is an unjustsire 1t mu
remembered that, though not marching as many miles as Jackson, since the morning of the 10th, McLaws had been engaged in more arduous serviee and had don
more fighting. He had been detained in Pleasant Valley until the morning of the 16th, and, when he crossed the Potomac that morning and marchved wadHallto
without provisions, and, as Jackson's men had already appropriated the stores captured at Harper's Ferry, he was obliged to hunt up prowmsiarsl iWesceery
much fatigued. A large number of his men had no rations, and those who had had not had time or opportunity to cook them. All had been without sleep during th
night previous, except while waiting for the wagon-trains to pass over the pontoon bridge at Harper's Ferrgcess isuprocuring provisions was very meager, he

got but one issue only. After vain effort to get supplies at Charlestown, some three miles distant, he returned to his command at 3 p.m. of theetBiftormarch
Halltown, followed the route taken by Jackson and Walker, and halted only when it was too dark to see the road, within two miles of Shepherdstoesiviftpen re
urgent orders from Lee to hasten forward, he again took up the march at midnight, many of the regiments still without provisions. He crossed thef@@omac
daylight, it was so dark he used torches, and, before sunrise of the 17th, the head of his column reached the vicinity of Lee's headquartershugar Sharps

At this early hour he did not hear the sound of a gun, nor were there any noticeable indications that a battle had been fought, nor that one was iroderiatd. He
town looking for General Lee, but no one could give him any information. He rode back to halt his command and "look around"” to find someone whoioould tell h
where to go and met Longstreet and staff coming from the rear. Longstreet directed him to send R.H. Anderson's Division down the road to the iéltbeyond t
where it would receive orders. Longstreet having informed him where he could find General Lee, in a small grove, he reported to him for orderseksegvias dr

the day, and said, as McLaws dismounted from his horse, at the front of his tent, "Well general I am glad to see you, and have to thank you for whatngu have do
but we have | believe a hard day's work before us, and you must rest your men. Do not let them come quite this far as the shells of the enemy fall abbatthere, an
them about a quarter of a mile back in the road and | will, send for you when | want you." When told that but a few moments beforecké/bddn order from
Jackson to go to the right, Lee replied: "Never mind that order but do as | told you and consider yourself as specially under my orders." McLawsnmddateadk a

his division, hastened R.H. Anderson, who was in his rear, sent word along the lines for the men to rest, and not to stray as they might soon beaeweédd, dism
turned his horse loose, and in a very few minutes was asleep in the tall grass, as were most of his men. McLaws' Division was composed of the fdur brigades o
Generals J.B. Kershaw, Howell Cobb (commanded by Lieutenant Colonel C.C. Sanders), Paul J. SemwWiékarar®hrksdale, and the batteries of Captains J.P.W.
Read, M.C. Macon, E.S. McCarthy, and H.H. Carlton. It was a veteran division, and a good one, and had seen much hard service. Kershaw had 93@efficers and
Cobb 398, 8mmes’09, and Barksdale 891, an aggregate in the division of 2,934 officers and men, including the three batteries that became engaged. McLaws
accounts for the small number carried into action by “the straggling of men wearied beyond endurance and of those without shoes." Notwithsterdstgdter
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1,100 men on the 17th, his absentees, who joined before the morning of the 18th, made his force nearly as large as it was on the morning of the 17thoomewha
than an hour after McLaws had laid down and fallen asleep Major Walter H. Taylor of General Lee's staff awakened him, with the information thateisdeehad n
able to find him, concealed by the tall grass, his adjutant-general had been ordered to go forward with the division. McLaws rode at once to tleecofadmf th

leaving Lee's headquarters and Sharpsburg to the right, struck the road leading from Sharpsburg to New Industry, on the Potomac, which wakddlowed a s
distance, stopped to pile knapsacks, then approached the southwest part of the West Woods. On the march were met the broken commands of Ewetirand Hood re
from the woods, with their tales of terrible fighting and great slaughter. Wounded men were being carried on stretchers to the rear, or beiyglessistetidrms

of their comrades, guns were being hauled off by hand, the horses being killed or disabled; batteries that had saved their horses were dashingdo the rea
stragglers, without muskets, filled the fields. Manly's North Carolina Battery and Macon's Richmond (Fayette) Artillery, were ordered totjrasitioae near

Reel's house, which they held during the day, without becoming engaged, and McLaws went forward with his four brigades and three remaining lodfiteeresf.
General D.H. Hill's staff pointed to the position which the division was expected to occupy. McLaws was ignorant of the ground and of the loca&tidroopsth

and at his request, Hood, who was near, riding by himself, indicated the direction to advance, and he quickly resolved upon the formation ofttistias thet

Cobb's Brigade should move off to the right and advance north into the West Woods, Kershaw on Cobb's left, then Barksdale, with Semmes on ttiedeft of the |
McLaws, who had ridden ahead, realized the critical condition of affairs. Troops were seen retreating from the woods, but 300 yards distadly venyl tagpsaw

that the 125th Pennsylvania was occupying them. He was anxious to cross the open space between himseti@dwlibre the latter were fully occupied by the
enemy and ordered an advance before his line had entirely formed. Meanwhile a brigade was slipping from his hands. Cobb's Brigade which had tee¢hneordere
right, to enter the woods from the south, marched so far to the right, under a misapprehension of orders, that it became entirely detached fiom trel thvised

on the left of Rodes' Brigade, which was in the Sunken Road, thus reducing McLaws to the three brigades of Kershaw, Barksdale and Semmes; Keighiw on the r
and the first engaged. As McLaws' line was then formed, or would have been formed, had all the brigades taken position before the advance wisedtered, it
northeast, Kershaw on the right, about 150 yards from the southwest face of the woods, in rear of George T. Anderson, Semmes on the left, indhéhdirection
Hauser house, and Barksdale in the center.

Jackson now came up and ordered McLaws to send a brigade to support Stuart. Kershaw was directed to form line while advancing and told that hehmust get to t
woods before the enemy had full possession, and to do this must not wait for his full brigade to come up in line, but double quick his leading reigigiei, et
as it went forward.

The 2nd South Carolina was the leading regiment of Kershaw's Brigade. It was

commanded by Colonel John D. Kennedy and numbered 253 officers and men. Kershaw made a brief speech of encouragement and ordered it forward to clear the
woods and retake a battery, beyond the church, which it was reported had been abandoned. It moved double quick by the right flank, passed to doegegiit of G
Anderson's recumbent men and up along the south edge of the woods, and began to climb the fence to enter the woods, at a point about 200 yardbeouthwest of t
church, when it was fired upon by the retiring skirmishers of the 125th Pennsylvania, and Colonel Kennedy was wounded, Major FitnklsuGaeding to the
command. Beyond the wounding of Colonel Kennedy the regiment suffered very slightly, being on lower ground the fite28thtennsylvania went over it.

The Pennsylvanians were retiring before Early's advance. It had not been Early's attention (sic) to advance after his first fire and the Pshirsyishaia began to
fall back, as he had observed some of the long expected reinforcements preparing to advance into the woods from the direction of his right, draf exqsosfra
his men to their fire, and that the two movements would throw both attacking parties in confusion, as they would have been at right angies anaider column
was seen approaching his flank. He says: "The enemy in front, however, commenced giving way, and the brigade, which | have always found difaut to res
commenced pursuing.” This pursuit began as Kershaw was ordering the 2nd South Carolina forward, and, leaving that regiment where it was fdethepen, an
Kershaw says, it became "entangled in a rail fence," we follow Early's advance. When the Pennsylvania skirmishers, after firing at Early anditheCard|8a,
rallied upon their regiment it opened fire; Monroe's Battery threw shrapnel, and Early's men were checked and thrown into some confusion; samet wene in f
killed and wounded by their comrades in rear, Colonel Smith, 49th Virginia, was severely wounded, but continued on the field, and Lieutenan€08ibsehJ
was disabled by a wound in the leg. Early's men were old soldiers and well disciplined; they quickly recovered from the confusion into which thethhawrbee
and returned the fire of the 125th Pennsylvania with great effect. Early led the 49th Virginia in two charges up the hill and then fell back to tlita$séiohto
confuse the aim of Monroe's gunners. These movements had the effect of breaking the alignment of the brigade and again throw it into confusitreréowesch
now added the appearance of Sedgwick's Division on his left, to which we return. The fences skirting the cornfield had been thrown down; Witkalrtis2orde
regiments of his division to fall back out of the way, an order only partially obeyed, some remaining to be passed over, and at 9:10 a.m. Sumnedgvdeked Se
Division forward. We quote Walker: "It was a beautiful sight, those three lines of battle, asrtteged from the first belt of woods, passed through the cornfield, ripe
almost to harvest--and, moving steadily westward, crossed the Hagerstown pike. But, surely, they are not going to attack the enemy in that alidpdditres
doubtless are to be made. The three lines are scarce seventy yards from front to rear. Two hundred men moving by the flank, in single file, woorhd tetdvehb
of the column to its rear. Should those troops advance in this order, all three lines will be almost equally under fire at once, and their lossesrmiostshe en
increased. And where are the brigades that are to support them on the right and left, and protect the flanks of this perilously dense column? Bfeeabhis Doe
shattered brigades of the Twelfth Corps are holding stiffly on to their ground, under cover, but are hardly in numbers or condition to underésisévienoff
certainly, without a distinct effort to bring them forward, they will not be on hand if Sumner's column, in its forward rush, shall be assailed Ridtzarkison

indeed could be up in forty minutes; and half that time would sure to draw French in toward Sedgwick's left. But Sumner does not wait. All his  lifeaiinythieeca
has the instincts of a cavalry commander. The order is still forward. Leaving the Dunkard Church on their left and rear, Sedgwick's Divisionyaycingbrae
lines by brigades,...crossed the Hagerstown pike."

In this advance the left regiment of Gorman's Brigade, the 34th New York, moved straight for the Dunkard Church, its left clinging closely to trev®noakit

but, when nearing the Hagerstown road, orders were given to the brigade to oblique to the right, which orders were obeyed by three regiments;sditthetord
reach the 34th New York, which went straight ahead, crossed the road just north of the church and came up in the rear of the 125th Pennsylvanetd,ttten engag
other regiments of Gorman's Brigade crossing the road 250 yards and more to the right.

It would be a simple matter to say that Sedgwick's Division of 5000 men marched into an ambush, was attacked in front and on the flank by the briggdes of Ear
Semmes, Barksdale and G.T. Anderson, the 2nd and 3rd South Carolina, and about 200 men of Jackson's Division, #0@bahent with some help from Stuart's
artillery, and, as the historian of the Second Corps says, were "at the mercy of their enemy, crushed by the fearful blow," and "driven out invitisteteific
slaughter," having "two thousand of them disabled in a moment," and "all the successes of the morning lost." This would be a brief and very amenief stat

what occurred, but we shall enter into some details of how all of this occurred, so far as the meager, confused and contradictory characteslofhertsfioay

enable us, with such assistance as is given in the most excellent histories of Palfrey and Walker, both gallant officers of Sedgwick's Diegion. Palfr

says: "Sedgwick's Division...swept steadily forward. Their march was rapid, and nearly directly west. There was very little distance betvesei tee li

recollections of the survivors range from forty feet to thirty paces. Not a regiment was in column--there was absolutely no preparation fohtacigtott left in

case either of their exposed flanks should be attacked. The total disregard of all ordinary military precautions in swift and solitary advanemifess wairit was
observed and criticized as the devoted band moved on. A single regiment in column on both flanks of the rear brigade might have been worth hundresis of men
minutes later, might indeed have changed the result of the battle. As the column pressed forward into the open space between the pike and theité/iest jd&iods,
reaching the Dunkard Church, it came under sharp artillery fire, and met with some loss. The lines were so near together that the projectile whicheveeads

of the first line was likely its billet in the second or third. The swift shot were plainly seen as they came flying toward us. They came from Steartumsse

planted beyond the woods on or near the high ground which the Federal troops ought to have occupied . As the division entered the West Woods, df for@ssed out
and it moved safely through them to their western edge. There was a fence, and, bordering it on the outside, a common wood road. The brigade ah@eneral Gor
followed that by Dana, climbed this fence, and then their lines were halted. For some cause unknown, the left of the two brigades almost toubkdihendfile t
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Gorman's Brigade diverged from the line of Dana's, so that there was a long interval from the right of the former to the right of the latter. It istethatfithe
third line even entered the West Woods. If they did, they did not stay there long. There was a little, and only a little, musketry firing while thereankis/
position, but the Confederate guns to the right of Sedgwick's position were active and efficient, firing now canister.”

Walker substantially follows Palfrey. He says: "Even when the leading brigade emerged from the farther side of the grove no enemy is seen irSitoatt'©nly

horse batteries, from some high rocky ground on the right, search the woods, as they had the cornfield, with shell and solid shot. What meansedtiiprogopgs?

Is it well or ill, that this ground should not be disputed? Does it signifycess or danger? It means that the Confederates have refused their left, and that Sedgwick is
now pressing, in column, with his flank absolutely unprotected, past the real front of the enemy and is (?) at that portion of their line which icKrévis ab@nce

a position of power and danger. If he will let Gorman go on until he strikes something, but hold Dana until the ground is cleared front for a left halbrihgel

him facing south, and at the same time throw Howard's Brigade into column of regiments, to be moved steadily west to support Gorman or south toaupport Da
second division will at least have a chance--a small chance to achieve a victory against the superior forces which Lee is gathering agairstitaneelaognake a
strong resistance, to give a blow for every blow it must take, and, at the worst to fall back without disorder. But neither the chance of victoryancethu shfety

is to be taken. Without fronting so much as a regiment south, without increasing the intervals between the crowded brigades, two of which aladstihector

the dangerously exposed left, Sumner, riding with the field officers of the leading brigade, drives his column straight westward to find the drelegditg

brigade emerges from the grove last mentioned, fire is opened upon it from a line extended along the crest of a slight ridge in front, upon whielrethodse f

barn and stacks of corn, which from the left and rear of this line one of Stuart's batteries plays upon Gorman's front. Our men drop like autuntritieaves, bu
regiments stand up to their work, without a quiver, the colors are advanced and the battle begun with good set purpose.”

In the advance of Gorman's Brigade the 1st Minnesota was on the right, 82nd New York second in line, and the 15th Massachusetts on the left of the@Rknd New Y
The 34th New York, on the extreme left, becoming detached, fought, as we shall see, at the Dunkard Church. In its advance through the cornfieithébetast Mi
passed over the 27th Indiana, then over the three companies of the 124th Pennsylvania, lying in the Hagerstown road, and onto the narrow platisssoatfeafya
Miller's barn. Sumner was riding with Colonel Sully and perceiving that the regiment, 1st Minnesota, had not removed the hood from its coloes.; ékclamd's

name what are your men fighting for? Unfurl those colors." The regiment now descended the plateau to lower ground and the West Woods, swepbaicodss the fr
Gooodrich's Brigade, almost touching it, and pushed through the woods to a rail fence bordering them on the west, and halted at the fence, begerad which w
cornfield on ground gradually rising to the crest of the Hauser ridge, on which was a small piece of woods concealing the 13th Virginia, which tiregs suppor
Pelham's Battery.

The Minnesota regiment was a little over 500 yards west of the Hagerstown road. There was no opposition when the fence was reached and no enemy in sight;
immediately on coming to a halt the skirmishers of the 13th Virginia opened fire from the cornfield, but were driven back to the woods about 22aygstsodis

after which Pelham's Battery opened fire. The 82nd New York, advancing on the left of the 1st Minnesota, gained the outer edge of the woods, ésrhpamnigkt
formed behind the fence, the rest of the regiment in open ground, faced more to the south, with the cornfield in front and connected with the right of the 1
Massachusetts. The Massachusetts regiment, as it approached the Hagerstown road, began obliquing to the right, crossed the road and apesfefielehoegon

the wooded slope and came directly in front of the A. Poffenberger building, was closing up to the 82nd New York, and as it gained the summit ovattight ele

its left became hotly engaged with Jackson's Division, some of whose men were at the foot of the rise of the ridge near Hauser's, but many of thgnheovered b
barn, stacks and rock ledges, not over 25 yards beyond the wood road bordering the west edge of the woods. Raine's Battery, on the ridge, 5a0 gddgsldistan

fire to that of Jackson's men, and was silenced by the sharpshooters, but would not stay silenced. The two right companies of the regiment apdssedithadvo

took cover of a rock ledge in open ground, the remainder of the regiment in the edge of the woods, the left extending in the direction of the DunkarmbiGinmaeh

500 yards distant from it. The center and left were opposite the Poffenberger house and barn, the left being on the slope of the wooded ridge aactabmm70 y

the wood road. The company of sharpshooters on the left were advanced to the wood road and barn. Dana's Brigade followed Gorman's. From righthueft it w
formed: 19th and 20th Massachusetts, 59th New York, 42nd New York, and 7th Michigan. Dana had been ordered to keep his line about 75 yards in near of Gorma
On emerging from the East Woods he saw pakdfiams' Division lying on the ground in front, which he took to be Gorman's line, upon which he halted and

ordered his men down, but they were hardly down, when he received an order to move on, double quick, and enter the woods in fibné dttt@woods was

irregular, presenting a salient point, where the woods came to the road 300 yards north of the church, where his left regiment, the 7th Michigamd évatety

had it entered than when it became engaged with an enemy on its flank. Dana immediately ordered the 42nd New York to change front to support theMithigan m
resisting the flank attack, and the three right regiments were permitted to move on, enter the middle woods and halt very close to Gorman'gjagedhen en

Howard's Brigade was close upon Dana'’s. Its line was formed with the 71st Pennsylvania on the right, 106th right center, 69th left center, ane FefndHanvaind
reports that after passing out of the East Woods, by Sumner's order he detached the 71st Pennsylvania, to the support of Mansfield's Corpss brigdudsgtdzlih
Colonel Wistar has no recollection of having received such an order oftofdhhis regiment. "At this point,” says Howard “the musketry fire began to tell on us, and
| received an order from General Sedgwick to move up my entire line." Howard says he delayed his line for the detached regiment to come up, ardittien crosse
Hagerstown road. The brigade was under severe atrtillery fire and struck the road obliquely, the right first reaching it and climbing the higloradifeec side,

then pushing on into the woods, the left of the line extending toward the church, the three right regiments continuing across the open field amdiib&éydhéd a
woods in rear of Dana's right, where they come under fire of shell and solid shot. Howard says: "Just after passing the turnpike | noticed condulsiftrmrehdbite

a large body of men falling back.... | pushed the third line on a little farther, , and into the woods beyond the turnpike, preserving the distarstsradioated.. ..

The second and third line, as far as | could observe from my position near the center of the line, were lying down as ordered." Howard roti@6ifith the
Pennsylvania, second regiment in line. Colonel Owens of the 69th, next on the left, reports that as the brigade reached the top of the hill, whitetdthadpe
woods join, he noticed many of the regiments to the left of the division falling back in great confusiomrarediately suggested the propriety of moving the brigade
obliquely to the left. Orders having been received, however, to dress to the right, the brigade entered the woods in good order, and was dreseb émalsgh
Brigade. This , however was not done by the entire brigade; the left regiment was being swept from the field.

At the time Sumner was in the rear of the first line; Sedgwick was not seen and Howard did not act as the occasion required. Had he taken the refsponsibility
changing front to the left with his three regiments, when he saw this attack upon his flank, either by throwing forward his right or retiring tistleftand forming
line perpendicular to the Hagerstown road, on high and very favorable ground, he would have formed a rallying point upon which other regimenésfoouletha
and McLaws, in all probability would have been checked, for we cannot doubt that the men, who, in July following, held the “Bloody Angle" at Gettyshsirg,
Pickett's charge, would have shown the same spirit here as they did on that occasion; but, disregarding the attack on the left, he thought iamtdedenppdut
an unimportant direction to dress on the line of Dana's Brigade, and went on into the woods and ordered his men to lay down.

Thus, while the left of Dana's and Howard's brigades were crumbling away, the right and center of the two brigades advanced and entered the ritiel&\Esly o
Woods and came up in rear of Gorman's line, then heavily engaged. This body of woods is 150 yards in depth, east to west, and in that space werenoredided, "ja
one might say, the three lines, on a sloping hill-side, exposed to artillery and musketry fire, and the rear lines unable to fire a shot, unlesadsaftbenrades in
front.

We return to the 125th Pennsylvania at the Dunkard Church and the Union regimetied in its defeat and expulsion. The 34th New York, as we have seen, was
advancing on the left of Gorman's Brigade; as it approached the Hagerstown road it double quicked, crossed the road and came up in rear of théhdeftagithg of
Pennsylvania, its left going about 30 yards beyond the church. Perceiving that there was no support on his left, Colonel Suiter, commanding teemegime

officer to see what there was in that direction, and saw the 2nd South Carolina moving up the hill toward the church. The left of the 34th New Y orédnarscrefus
faced southwest, the right wing, in rear of the left of the 125th Pennsylvania, faced nearly west. Almost as soon as the 34th New York came up, itj@n/fi Mich
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Dana's Brigade, entered the woods to the right. This regiment was the left of its brigade and advanced into the woods about 60 yards, until nganly mgithof

the 125th , when it halted for alignment. It was but two minutes when Confederate colors@pglirere seen advancing up the ravine, in the old wood road on its

left, but fire was not opened as the men had been cautioned that a Union skirmish line was in front on that flank, and almost immediately two voKkeys in qui
succession were poured into the right of the 125th Pennsylvania and left of the 7th Michigan, which broke the former and laid low one half of thef léfewing

latter. At the same time the entire front of the 125th Pennsylvania and 34th New York berawed. All these attacks were made by Barksdale's Brigade, a part of
Early's and the 2nd South Carolina of Kershaw's, and George T. Anderson was advancing to the fray. The 2nd South Carolina had been pushed irdateekvoods t
the advance of the 125th Pennsylvania andfis supposed to be following it, until McLaws could form his command. This was soon accomplished and McLaws gave
the signal, by waving his handkerchief, for the movement to be made; Barksdale's Brigade entered the woods on their left edge to support thedeSooftthe 2
Carolina; the 3rd South Carolina entered the woods in rear of Barksdale's left; charged down from near Hauser's on the front of the 15th Maszh82usbNeva

York; Kershaw led the 7th and 8th South Carolina over George T. Anderson's men to support and form on the right of the 2nd South Carolina, and langstson fol
and joined in the attack. These movements were made in the order stated, in quick succession, all report becoming quickly engaged, and all diaverttheave
enemy before them.

It will conduce to a clearer understanding of the somewhat complicated and confused movements of the attacking troops if we first consider tfieSeivares
Brigade, on the front of the 15th Massachusetts and 82nd New York, closely and severely engaging those regiments, while others were working and treaflan

the entire division. Semmes' Brigade, as it came on the field, was ordered by McLaws to move forward in line to the support of Stuart's catiiényaod tie

extreme left. The brigade was then on the high ground near the Hauser house, numbered 709 officers and men, and from right to left was thus forrgega32nd Vi
10th Georgia, 15th Virginia, and 53rd Georgia. Semmes says: "Immediately the order was given 'by company into line' followed by “"Forward itit@finiiblo
movements were executed in the presence of the enemy, under a fire occasioning seveillledsimdkwounded.” It advanced steadily 200 yards, the left passing

through the Hauser apple orchard, under a severe fire from the 15th Massachusetts and 82nd New York, when orders were given to commence firs:gags, Semme

at long range for most of the arms in his brigade, for the purpose of encouraging the men and disconcerting the enemy, and the effect was visiblesirethe dim
number of killed and wounded. Crossing the fence which ran nearly north and south, just east of the Hauser house, the brigade, under a murdengec dicepssh

a stubble field, men falling at every step, and was brought to a halt, the right at a rocky knoll very near the A. Poffenberger barn, which gave som&qrotee

galling fire of the 15th Massachusetts, on the hill-side, 130 yards distant, and the skirmishers at the barn and in the old wood road. The ceoftétebddetfte

were under partial cover of the many projecting rock ledges. The conflict here was at close quarters and very severe, the entire brigade stifferfing dfdhre
15th Massachusetts, 130 to 190 yards in front, and an enfilading fire from the right. In advancing to this position and holding it a very few mityutase edf of

the brigade were killed and wounded, the loss being particularly severe in the 10th Georgia and 15th Virginia, each losing more than one haléthehreerab

the four regimental commanders were wounded. The loss inflicted by Semmes upon the 15th Massachusetts and the two lines in its rear was sesevasand to th

added the fire of several pieces oftidery that were run up on the Hauser ridge and poured an incessant stream of canister and shrapnel along the entire front of the

three right regiments of Gorman's Brigade and upon the exposed and defenseless lines in the rear. Two guns of the First Company Richmond Howitzers, und

Lieutenant R.M. Anderson, moved on Semmes' right, but the open, exposed field was no platiédoy, iicould not live under the fire which swept it, and, under

orders, Anderson withdrew his guns to the high ground in rear, south of Hauser's. Barksdale was nearing the woods when Semmes began his adchata. He halt
fence a short time until he saw that Semmes was under way across the field, when he went over the fence south of the barn, and, entering the woelys, immediat

came under fire. At this time Early was making a vigorous attack on the 125th Pennsylvania, advancilimgfhék, and again advancing, then lying down. The

left regiments were in some confusion, when Captain Lilley, 25th Virginia, observing a line coming up, called to his own men to hold on a littles loelgenzs

coming, and in a moment Barksdale came up on the left and joined the attack. Two of his regiments advanced up the ravine straight for the right of the 125th
Pennsylvania, quickly followed by an advance covering its entire front, all firing with the precision of veterans at green troops. After firgiglsixdands, the
right of the 125th Pennsylvania gave way in disorder, carrying with it a few of the 34th New York, and it was just before this that the 7th Michigam aiote u
right of the 125th Pennsylvania and had its left wing almost swept away by the terrific fire that had broken the Pennsylvanians. The left of temRenegiyhent,
having the moral support of the 34th New York, in its rear, remained a little longer--but not much-orges the right gave way the 2nd South Carolina appeared

on its left. This regiment soon freed itself from the entanglement of the rail fence, and entering the south face of the woods came into line, ed, itathecover

of some wood piles, about 120 yards to the left of the 125th Pennsylvania, upon which it opened a very effective fire--"the most deadly fire,"ofittesfboers,

"the regiment ever delivered" full upon the exposed flank ofltB&th Pennsylvania and the oblique front of the 34th New York. The effect of this fire was that the
Pennsylvanians gave way and retreated, leaving the 34th New York exposed in front and on both flanks. The 2nd South Carolina started in pursuit of the
Pennsylvanians, but a well directed volley of the 34th New York drove it back. A member of the Carolina regiment says: "The first Union line wa&lyery quic
driven, but an oblique line (34th New York) apparently older soldiers, was not so easily moved and checked us." The check was of very brief diyrdtaah. Ear

fallen back to change front and check Sedgwick, who was seen marching past his left, but Barksdale was still advancing and George T. Andersonamgsmoving

front. As soon as the 7th and 8th South Carolina passed over his brigade, while it was lying down at the southwest face of the woods, Andersonedidtted by th
flank, double quick, along the fence, passed to the right of the 3rd South Carolina, which was swinging to the left, and went up the ridge as thesy®&ttidPens
retreating. He was soon on the left of the 2nd South Carolina, though not connecting with it. He poured in two or three volleys, the 2nd South Ghedtiamejd

and the 34th New York was driven out of the woods, as the 72nd Pennsylvania of Howard's Brigade entered the woods near the church.

Howard's line advanced from the East Woods in some disorder. As it approached the Hagerstown road the right of the brigade began obliquingwhiteepeght,

of the left wing, which had been halted, when attracted by the contest around the church, , began to oblique in that direction. Part of the 69tlosgpehéme f

106th, and part overlapped the 72nd, but was soon moved to the right, and, under a fire that struck down many, the 72nd reached the road, somewthat broken b
rush of the 125th Pennsylvania through it. It was aligned by dressing to the right, and then advanced about ten yardsoatts. the left, which was near the

church, could not fire because some of the 34th New York were in front, but the right wing was uncovered and began firing. The 34th New York wasaaligost inst
driven out and the 2nd South Carolina, Anderson's Brigade and part of Barksdale's opened full upon the 72nd Pennsylvania, which was ordered bgtisaibyer t
the right flank. It had fired but a few rounds, some men had not fired a shot, and the regiment retreated to the right and rear, under a heavy fireteghiaidnf

loss. It went back in some disorder, stampeded five of the seven companies of the 124th Pennsylvania and carried them back todts. Hael Abth

Pennsylvania had been in the woods not to exceed 30 minutes and the 34th New York and 72nd Pennsylvania less than half of that time; in that shothéime and i
retreat their losses were severe; the former had over 140 killed and wounded, the 34th New York 33 killed and 111 wounded, 46 per cent of the nuanhedengage
the 72nd Pennsylvania lost over 200 killed and wounded. In falling back all went over the ground of their advance and rallied in rear of someséiaetieseh

put in position near the East Woods. Early, Barksdale, and Anderson claim to have driven the three regiments from the woods; one does not notedhtheresen
other or that anyone was assisting. Early says: "The enemy in front commenced giving way, and the brigade, which | have always found diffiénjt to restra
commenced pursuing, driving the enemy in front entirely out of the woods." Barksdale says: "In a few moments | engaged them, and, after firindesesvieral v

their ranks, drove them through the woods and into an open field beyond." Anderson makes the brief report that he "engaged the enemy and droeeitleem for ab
half mile, my men and officers behaving in the most gallant manner." He did not pursue beyond the ground hel@5thtRennsylvania, where he halted, about
midway between the church and the open field northwest of the Hagerstown road.

It was while engaged with the 125th Pennsylvania that both Early and Barksdale saw Sedgwick's line crossing the open plateau on their left eEadyldayat h

stop his men, who were in pursuit, and he advanced until his left flank and rear "became exposed to a fire from the column on the left (Gorman) whicbdaad adv
past my position. | also discovered another body of the enemy {Dana}, moving across the plateau on my left flank, in double- quick time, to theé@maraagbsit
succeeded in arresting my command and ordered it to retire, so that | might change front and advance upon this force." At this time the left aj&deiwaBin

some confusion and he was on the right with the 49th Virginia; and the change of front was not effected with the precision one would expect frors ofaiihg hi
report. Barksdale, when he discovered the enemy moving past his left, did not find it necessary to fall back to change front, he simply orderedhis3gft and

18th Mississippi--to wheel to the left and attack, while the 17th and 21st, , after assisting in driving out the 125th Pennsylvania, 34th New Yok and 72
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Pennsylvania, turned upon the 7th Michigan and 42nd New York. At this moment the 3rd South Carolina came to Barksdale's support. It entered gteovloeds ju
right of the wood road that led past the church, and advanced under a severe fire, drawn by Barksdale's Brigade that had preceded it. When itiedifsiased so
through the woods, in the direction of the church, to form on the left of the 2nd South Carolina, Sedgwick's lines were seen passing its left, upzdhrandgéch i
direction to the left and came up in rear of the 17th Mississippi, and Anderson, as we have seen, came up and filled the gap between it and the 2tid&duth Caro
will be remembered that when the Mississippians struck and routed the right k& 5tie Pennsylvania, they also struck down nearly half of the 7th Michigan. The 7th
fell back a few feet and making a partial change of front returned the fire and while so engaged the 72nd Pennsylvania came up onits left, bue adati@twith
began firing. The contest was very short and both regiments badly shattered fell back. The remnant of the 7th Michigan retreated across théf afadeone ha
regiment lay dead or wounded in the woods or on the road, and a rally was made on the colors in the open ground south of Miller's cornfield, and &dk line form
facing nearly south, quite number of the 72nd Pennsylvania and some of the 69th rallying upon it, as also, some of the 42nd New York.

The fate of the 42nd New York was similar to that of the 72nd Pennsylvania and 7th Michigan. When the 7th Michigan was first, Dana ordered the 42nd New York
which was next in line from the left to change front. As it advanced promptly on open ground to gain distance, it received a volley from the ravithe nsatis,

which swept away every fifth man from the ranks, before it had formed in a new position. It had closed up on the colors and advanced obliquely toadsatite wo
another volley again thinned its ranks and the line began to waver, but soon steadied and reached the edge of the woods about 50 yards beyongaheattt Michi
was about to enter them, when it received such murderous volleys from Barksdale's men and the 3rd South Carolina that it retreated over thedopenogiekthan
Hagerstown road, with a loss of 181 officers and men, 52 per cent of the number in action. Early in the engagement Dana was painfully woundeddhwitihemaine
his two regiments until they were driven from the field. He pays them this tribute: "Although the shattered remnants of them were forced by owenuheberis

and a cross fire to retreat in disorder, | bear them witness that it was after nearly half the officers and men were placed "hors de combat."”

Barksdale's Brigade suffered very severely in the brief encounter, but, with the 3rd South Carolina, pursued to and beyond the fences botfaatitleasbeitiges

of the woods and powered their fire at the retreating regiments in the open fields beyond, the open fields over which the three Union lines hadtimearatdteto
woods and where they were now exposed to a fire from the rear. Barksdale says: "The 17th and 21st pursued the enemy across the open field, wizevepgrceiving
strong force moving to the right and attempting to flank them, and all of our own forces having retired from that part of the field, they fell backgtentien jpf a

stone fence, in good order." The stone fence to which Barksdale fell back was beyond the southwest corner of the West Woods.

G.T. Anderson, who had come up and filled the interval between the 2nd and 3rd South Carolina, did not join Barksdale in the pursuit; there was riossmemy in
front after he had assisted in driving the 34th New York and 72nd Pennsylvania from the woods, and while he was at another part of the line a moulatsitbdffice
up to the brigade with a report that Kershaw, on the right, had been repulsed and the brigade was likely to be cut off and ordered a retreat. Somesc@ufLisidn
Anderson coming up reformed his line and moved to the right and rear, to the fence he had crossed in entering the woods, from which position he erad $oon ord
the assistance of D.H. Hill at the Sunken road.

Before this movement of Anderson's, and simultaneously with the pursuit mad by the 17th and 21st Mississippi, the 13th and 18th MississippitnCardlBa
pushed northward along the edge of the wood and over the open field west of the Hagerstown road and directly in rear of Sedgwick's three lines; S#mmes was
contending with the front and left of Gorman's line, and Early was forming to attack the flank of the 15th Massachusetts. About the same time, Kershaw wa
advancing to the attack on Greene's Division opposite the church.

While all this was transpiring at and near the Dunkard Church, Sumner was riding in the rear of Gorman's right encouraging it to a fresh advance.ugstbe rod
Colonel Kimball of the 15th Massachusetts, he said: "Colonel, how goes the battle?" to which Kimball replied: "We are holding our ground and nshmylyugai

losing heavily as you can see." At this moment both Colonel Kimball and Major Philbrick discovered that the enemy had turned the left flank andgrsteaddyin
upon the rear of the division and called Sumner's attention to it. He could not believe it, but when satisfied that it was so, exclaimed: "My Godetvautfst g

this," and rode to the rear to change the position of the other brigadeseicthe enemy. From where Sumner left the 15th Massachusetts, it was but a few yards to
where Howard had halted his men and ordered them to lie down, and it was soon after this that Sumner, appearing on the left at the line, his whet bhydkestir
breeze, rode toward the left of the line, giving orders, which, at first, as understood by the men, were for a charge, and, in response, the memgyavsshim and

cheer and began to fix bayonets, but now Sumner was heard to say: "Back boys, for God's sake move back; you are in a bad fix." Howard, who was atihe right of h
line, says Sumner came riding rapidly, with hat off and his arms stretched out, motioning violently, while giving some unintelligible commanad thenchise of
musketry and artillery was so great that he judged more by the gestures of the general as to the dispositions he wished him to make than by theaotusdithat r
ears. He judged that his left had been turned, and immediately gave the necessary orders to protect his flank, by changing front to the leftagi¢h Hithbrig

even then," says Howard, "I could have executed such an order with troops which, like my old brigade, had been sometime commanded by myselhignd thoroug
drilled; but here, quicker than | can write the words, the men faced about and took the back track in some disorder." In his official report Hovthedszs "

were hastily faced about, and moved toward the rear and right in considerable confusion."

The 72nd Pennsylvania had been crushed at the first onset, the 69th went off in better order, and 106th, according to accounts given by somersf staged/to
fall back by the right flank, "which soon became a hasty, disorganized and disgusting retreat." The historian of the 106th makes a better shangnat ther

fence running at right angles to the Hagerstown road across the open field north of the Dunkard Church, an effort was made to rally and check ththadeance o
elated enemy, who were emerging from the woods in large numbigescolors were planted on the fence.... Colonel Moorehead, though injured by the fall of his
horse, remained on the field, at once took advantage of this opportunity, and, assisted by Major Stover, ordered the men to stand by their antbtbegatidst
Detachments of other regiments joining them, they opened fire, pouring volley after volley in quick succession into the advancing enemy, tuethihkidgtruck
our second line, checked their advance, and finally fell back under cover of the woods." A portion of the regiment fell back to some hay stacksasvoanedtly

the 15th Massachusetts.

In coming into position the 71st Pennsylvania became somewhat out of touch wiibétteits left, and it was not until the first two lines had given way, in the vain
effort to change front, that it became engaged, and it suffered more from the fire on its left and rear than from that on its front. On ascendimyaasgeattrocks

to get a clearer understanding of affairs, Colonel Wistar perceived that the entire left was in full retreat, being already some distance toshly fetioveed by

the Confederates. The regiment seemed to be practically alone, was suffering severely, and in immediate danger of being enveloped and cagtuckt) It wa
formed into column of companies, to better effect a retreat through the Confederates, then in rear, but somewhat disordered by their own jsursnierretit

Wistar was wounded and captured, the regiment escaping in fairly good order. Howard says his brigade was first to retreat and Palfrey writgstifi€hhéhir
Philadelphia Brigade, so called, was the first to go." Under the circumstances this would be very natural, and we cannot that any particulaachggrathé men,
however harshly we may criticize the superior officers, but thestant of Palfrey has been disputed and warmly resented. When Dana endeavored to change front
with the 7th Michigan and 42nd New York, he permitted the 59th New York, 20th and 19th Massachusetts to go forward and halt in rear of Gorman, arttieery soon
59th New York closed upon and began firing through the left wing of the 15th Massachusetts, upon the enemy in front. By this fire many of the Massaghusett
were killed and wounded, and the most strenuous exertions were of no avail either in stopping this murderous fire, or in causing the second &adddteiirant.

At this juncture Sumner rode up and his attention being called to this terrible mistake, he rode to the right of the 59th New York and ordered iritagcaade fi
retiring which it did in considerable confusion. Survivors of the regiment say they fired but seven or eight rounds, were subjected to a crosanfineafuliSsed

them out by the right flank," and that they went out in much confusion and did not stop until they reached the Nicodemus house, when an officeemitedtes th
right, as the Confederate artillery was sweeping the ground directly to the north, and a section of Cooper's Battery, supported by Hoffmawa Biedsuie,

position near the toll-gate, beyond Nicodemus'. As the regiment went out, some of the men saw a regiment, moving by companies in echelon aadidelivering
which checked the enemy. This was probably the 71st Pennsylvania or the 19th Massachusetts. The 20th Massachusetts was on the right of the 58tbddew York
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some time under a very severe fire, when orders were given to face to the rear and fire. Palfrey, who was an officer of this regiment, and woundeid,iisalys woo
"The only fire delivered by the 20th Massachusetts of the second line was delivered faced by the rear rank. In less time than it takes to tell iti, tvaes ghawn
with the bodies of the dead and wounded, while the unwounded were moving off rapidly to the north." The regiment quickly broke, some parts of itghethethro
19th Massachusetts, after that regiment had made a stand beyond the woods, and formed in its rear.

The 19th Massachusetts was the right of Dana's line. It suffered severely as it entered the woods under a fire of musketry, canister and shelljlevhatréturn,

as the first line was in its front; Colonel Hinks was wounded, a great number of officers and men were struck down, and a part of the 82nd New Yonk retreated
disorder through it. As soon as its front was partially changed the regiment advanced a short distance and opened fire, but had delivered a fgywvbendsfioa
came upon its left and rear, upon which it delivered a volley by the rear rank, then, changing front, moved out of the woods with the 1st Minnesotasof Gorma
Brigade.

The 82nd New York of Gorman's Brigade, when in line, was in a very exposed position and suffered severely from the fire of Raine's Battery in it @fahe Pa
regiment fell back through the 19th Massachusetts, but the greater part of it remained until the left and center of the two brigades in rear hadggoest theits

left was moving, when it was ordered back to the outer edge of the woods, and formed on the right of the 1st Minnesota. After Gorman had expendedd$ to 50 rou
of ammunition it became evident that the enemy was moving in large force on the left, when the firing became terrific and in five minutes afterrtteeaneging:

the church had been driven out, the enemy's fire came pouring hotly on his left and rear. Being in front, without orders of any kind from any oneg #met fineli

rear lines were changing position and had already moved from their original places, he gave an order, which reached no one but Colonel Sullyetly @uode qui
quickly by the right flank. Gorman says in his report:

"Shortly before this | heard Major General Sumner directing the third line to face about, in order to repel the enemy, which had broken our Iefj, tgdesign

to be to take up a better position than the one just previously occupied, | having informed the general that any left must be supplanted or | cotlid positiolal

The attack of the enemy on the flank was so sudden and in such overwhelming force that | had no time to lose, for my command could have been completely
enveloped and probably captured, as the enemy was moving not only upon my left flank but also forcing a column toward my right, the two rear lireth having b
been moved from their position before either of my three right regiments changed theirs."

As soon as Colonel Sully received Gorman's orders to leave the woods and hold the enemy in check, while the rest were retiring and to cover thely heithdraw
about faced the 1st Minnesota and moved back at a double quick, under a shower of canister from a Confederate battery. As the regiment went back it was in s
manner that its left fell onto the right of the 19th Massachusetts, of the second line, which, also, was falling back and changing front, and thelacksvend to a
rock-ledge about 100 yards north of the woods, and formed line nearly perpendicular to the Hagerstown road, a part of the 82nd New York joinddtibelsght o
Minnesota, and for a time, the pursuit of the enemy was checked, though some loss.

We left the 15th Massachusetts at the moment Sumner rode to Howard) The firing had been incessant upon it for twenty minutes, but it stood ressevotély to i
the men falling rapidly from the fire in its front, but now a still more deadly fire came upon its left and rear from Early and Barksdale, and peraethmgebond

and third lines had gone, Kimball ordered the regiment to move off by the right flank. It retired in fairly good order, some 225 yards to the righfacetrabout,
and came under a severe artillery fire by which Captain Clark S. Simmonds and others were killed and some wounded. It remained in this positiotea éevd minu
then retired to the North Woods. In its brief encounter the loss of the regiment was 318 killed, wounded, and missing, the greatest loss sustaguschéytamy

the field, and 52 1/2 per cent of those taken into action.

Not all the regiments of the second and third lines, which were broken by the attack on their flank and rear, fell back without halt or offering tance tetie

advancing enemy. We have already noted that the 106th Pennsylvania displayed its colors on the fence running from the northeast corner of dysofimidztido

to the Hagerstown road and opened fire by which it is claimed pursuit was checked, and the same was done by parts of the 71st Pennsylvania and@ettsMassach
also by the 15th Massachusetts, as it was leaving position. All this had an effect, but the pursuit by the 3rd South Carolina and Barksdale's 1 Biissisdipgit

was checked, in the open field between the woods and the road, and about 225 yards from the south edge of the field when it began, by the appetisaacd of infan
artillery upon the right flank of the pursuing force.

The 3rd South Carolina was on the right of Barksdale and of the pursuing line; after it had advanced 225 yards and come under fire of the 106theRatribgvani
fences, Colonel Nance, its commander, discovered a Union force on his right, men of the 7th Michigan, 72nd Pennsylvania, Purnell Legion and bteera]liedh
east of the road, and his advancing line was enfiladed by an artillery fire, all of which caused him to halt, change front to the right and rear asirhiote i

slight hollow in the southern part of the field, parallel to and 165 yards from the Hagerstown road.

The artillery fire came from Woodruff's Battery (I, 1st U.S.). Woodruff crossed the Antietam late on the 16th and parked near Hoffman's. Earlytoin¢he 17
followed the route taken by Thompkins Rhode Island battery and halted behind the East Woods. Major Clarke, chief of Sumner's artillery, rodeatiSedgigitk
was having a hard time and ordered the battery forward. It went through the East Woods at a gallop and over the fields straight for the Hagerstowgtr@ad, th
stream of fugitives. One of its officers,gmeding the guns, , cleared the ground and the battery dashed up, wentitio pEisout 150 yards from the road and 350
yards north of the church and opened its six guns with canister upon the 3rd South Carolina, which caused it to change front, fall back and se¢kesaencand
artillery fire ranged through Barksdale's ranks.

Woodruff was closely followed by Cothran's Battery (M, 1st New York) of the Twelfth Corps. Before Sumner's arrival this battery had been ordedezt by itrao

front. It was then in the field near D.R. Miller's and in rear of where Gordon's Brigade and Ransom'’s Battery had been engaged. It went down thrstiglodbe Ea

to the Smoketown road, where Cothran had been told he would be met by a staff officer to assign him a position. Meanwhile Sedgwick's Division hattcome up a
gone forward. After a brief wait the battery went down the Smoketown road to the corner of the woods and turned into the field, on the rigg@gths the

Pennsylvania and 34th New York fell back. There was no staff officer or other to give orders, Cothran saw Woodruff engaged in front with infantinpaind, wi
awaiting or seeking orders, went forward and into position on Woodruff's right and opened with canister and spherical case, not only upon th€8rdliSawthd
Barksdale's men, but upon the woods around the church.

Barksdale's 13th and 18th Mississippi advanced along the edge and in the woods on the left of the 3rd South Carolina. At they were staggerechygdtad resist
Dana's left, but recovering, moved up the slope, partly in open field and part among the straggling oaks, “while the shell and canister thimheddrgichean

extent, that when the infantry was met, their galling fire forced them to retire in great disorder." Barksdale reports that his pursuit was ferableodisthnce over

ground covered with the dead and wounded of the enemy, but he did not deem it prudent to advance farther without support, and ordered the twdaédiewnts to

to the woods in front of his first position. McLaws says: "The ground over which the Mississippi Brigade (General Barksdale) advanced, and, tovhss tigtkly

strewn with the dead and wounded of the enemy, far exceeding our own, and their dead was much more numerous than their wounded. The close proximity of the
combatants to each other may account for the disproportion.” Barksdale's loss was 33 per cent, killed and wounded. Barksdale's two regimeiSautt the 3
Carolina were checked and repulsed about 225 yards from the south edge of the field, over which they charged when Dana's left gave way. On thentafioEarly w
farther, but halted at his first position, under cover of the rocky ledges in the woods, and farther pursuit was left to Semmedided/theder Stuart.

While the rear and flanks of Sedgwick's three lines were being pressed and crushed by the 3rd South Carolina, Barksdale and Early, Semmes, as washave see
heavily engaged in their front. When the line began to waver he poured in heavy volleys and advanced in a northeast direction, his right over ¢ loyabed h
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right of the 15th and 20th Masochists, and 71st Pennsylvania, his left through the most northern body of the West Woods. He had already lostsheavily in hi
engagement with Gorman's front, and the more than 700 officers and men, who had entered the fight, had dwindled t&G3sHisaatdvance was not imenected
line, there being wide intervals between some of the regiments, and these became much scattered in the pursuit, some parts of them flying diezad3 et
reports that he drove the enemy "from position to position, through woods and field, expending not less than 40 rounds of ammunition and wethtefdirtimér to
than the troops on the right by about 300 yards, and was for a time exposed to a terrible front and enfilading fire, inflicting great loss." It wantei®fgkmmes
that forced the front or turned the right flank of all the detachments that had united in checking the advance of Barksdale and the 3rd South cCénatifiraalan
expelled Goodrich and Patrick from the north body of the West Woods.

It will be remembered that when Sedgwick's Division entered the West Woods the right of Gorman's Brigade swept past the front of Goodrich's Btitiade, Tw
Corps, which was closely supported by Patrick's Brigade, First Corps. As Sedgwick's fugitives went to the rear they rushed through and oventikertigieeests
of Goodrich, carrying with them. Everything was in wild disorder. Patrick at once again threw his three small regiments under cover of the raekdeddeeb
woods and perpendicular to the road, partially to rally the retreating troops and partially to hold on with his few remaining cartridges untildtoeresiored and
assistance come forward. The 21st New York, Colonel W.F. Rogers, on the right. Rogers says no heed was paid to his effort, officers and meig atikeattivin
the rear: "It was a complete rout, and they passed on out of sight." In front of the greater part of the line the pursued and the pursuers were satiides e P
could not fire.

In Semmes' advance the 32nd Virginia was on the right of the brigade. It charged over the ground held by the right of the 15th Massachusetts aadk after a ch
few minutes, until the 10th Georgia came up on its left, pushed entirely through the woods, passing some of Barksdale's men, but seeing norendt&amdyinfo
the open ground where Patrick was seen rallying his brigade and endeavoring to stem the tide of fugitives going to the rear. The 10th Georgiagini15th Vir
advanced on the left of the 32nd Virginia and halted ten or fifteen minutes in the wood road, beyond where the right of the 15th Massachusetts liael dredof At
this halt they again advanced through a skirt of woods to the fences bounding the woods on the (northwest?); the Georgians in this advance cliretothave *
enemy with heavy slaughter" and the Virginians captured many Pennsylvanians of Howard's Brigade. The two regiments halted near the fencemRatritiey sa
in front.

Patrick was a tenacious and resourceful fighter and undoubtedly would have checked the farther advance of Semmes' three regiments, nowsetiace250 les
men, especially as the 1st Minnesota, 19th Massachusetts, and part of the 82nd New York had now rallied to his right, had the right not been tuSred by the 5
Georgia, Stuart's artillery and its infantry support, the 13th Virginia of Early's Brigade. The 53rd Georgia was theslefirafsSBrigade, and the largest regiment in
it, having double the number of any other regiment. In its advance it struck the 82nd New York, 1st Minnesota, and 19th Massachusetts, as thieg aede retir
changing front, and followed them nearly to the north edge of the woods, when, perceiving the line they had formed, under partial cover, it haketh Stiilkery
and the 13th Virginia, was advancing on its left.

There was not much opportunity for Stuart to use his cavalry, much of it had been detached to gather the infantry stragglers and the small bodyhdfdetz Hug
Brigade left to him was supporting artillery, which, on the left, had been placed under Stuart's direction. Stuart was very active with hidHertidlergeen given a
very important position to hold--the high ground that lay between the left of the infantry and the river, and that, once occupied by the Unionutdopsdeicthe
Confederate left untenable. He occupied it to good purpose aggressively. With the many batteries assigned him he had kept up a constant amg ieeyeanahoyi
with such effect as led to the belief that a continuous line extended from the Dunkard Church to very near the Potomac, a belief that had its efféfiiopon th
movements early in the day. When Sedgwick's Division approached he checked its advance at the west edge of the woods with sdithergfihétae 13th
Virginia infantry, aided by the few men of Jackson's Division, and gave time for McLaws to come up, make his dispositions and attack. When Sedgwidni

to break, Poague's, Raine's, Brockenbrough's and D'Aquin's batteries started northerly along the Hauser ridge and kept up an advancinddiveriranpaihts,

all the time under a severe fire from the Union guns, but all the time advancing and firing. As these batteries continued moving to the left the gued ugre m
D'Aquin’s being generally in the lead. Some were halted in the Nicodemus cornfield, the highest point on the ridge, and opened fire upon the 58tH &igw Yor
Massachusetts and detachments of other regiments that had halted near the Nicodemus place, but one battery, supported by the 13th Virgitvieeemdiveng be
woods and the cornfield, came to a knoll on the flank of the 1st Minnesota and about 260 yards from it, where it had an enfilading fire upon its liaméeinhe s
the 13th Virginia was seen working past the right of the line, threatening its rear, and an order was given for the entire line to fall back. InKatied sac
Minnesota and 82nd New York passed over the field in rear, in line with and almost in contact with the 13th Virginia on its right, facing about tbhed&rise t
Georgia, which was now following them; and the 1st Minnesota, rushing through the Nicodemus farm yard, under a shower of canister, "tumbledrevédetioe st
and, in less than thirty seconds, formed on the colors in the Nicodemus lane, every man in his place"; the fragment of the 82nd New York with thendjjzdelg imme
moved to the corner of that part of the North Woods extending west of the Hagerstown road. The 19th Massachusetts fell back on the left of the dsahktinnesot
both faced about to check the further Confederate advance, as a section of Cooper's Battery came up and went into position a short distancendiglihdhéhape
right.

Cooper's section was supported by Hoffman's Brigade. When McLaws made his attack this section under Lieutenant Fullerton, was in the fietdandHeongbf
Hoffman's Brigade, that lay along the Hagerstown road, in support to the artillery on the high plateau north of J. Poffenberger's. When it waSesiggvidkatmen
where falling back Hoffman moved to the right and front with his entire brigade and the section of artillery, and took position with his artillenk paosition with

his infantry behind the stone fences of the road leading west from the toll-gate on the Hagerstown road, and the two rifled guns were run forwapdrirfielthe
beyond, between the road and the Nicodemus place, and on the right of the 1st Minnesota. The enemy's battery was now quickly silenced and, fondaésut 20 mi
both the Minnesota and Massachusetts men exchanged fire with the sharpshooters of the 13th Virginia, supporting the Confederate battexy thewh siléne

was the limit of the Confederate pursuit; it was checked, reports Stuart, "by the enemy's reserve artillery coming into action.”

Meanwhile Patrick had fallen back. When he saw the line on his right falling back and the colors of the 53rd Georgia passing his right and otheysiathsncin
front, he ordered his regiments to retire by the right flank. Colonel Rogers, commanding the 21st New York, on the right, says: "The enemy'ss skintmsteet
warily to advance. There seemed to be no force to oppose them. My men had by this time exhausted théfioamimaan received orders to move to the rear and
at once commenced to retire. This seemed to give greater encouragement to the advancing skirmishers, who quickly followed, firing as theyadivenoed) c
casualties, during our retreat." Patrick reports that the brigade "was withdrawn in an unbroken line," and Colonel H.C. Hoffman, 23rd New Yothat épor
regiment retired in such perfect order as to attract General Howard's attention, who was vainly endeavoring to rally his men, a short distamdevinagaiating

to the New York men, said: "Men this the way to leave a field. That regiment acts like soldiers. Do as they do, men, and we shall drive them back again in ten
minutes."” Patrick marched up the Hagerstown road to the North Woods and joined Gibbon's Brigade, which was deployed through the woods ta aetesafurthe

In an article in the "National Tribune," Howard writes: "When we reached the open space (where Patrick rallied) Sumner and every officer of nefmaondathrgx
efforts to rally the men and make head against the advancing enemy, but that was impossible until we had traversed the open space, for now we sad the enemy
artillery and infantry both pursuing and flanking our broken brigades by rapid and deadly volleys."

The retreat was arrested and the greater part of the division rallied at the North Woods. When the 7th Pennsylvania Reserves retired from the z pate:sifwi

Hood's Division, it went up the Hagerstown road and well into the North Woods, where it was joined by the 10th Reserves, which, a few minutes bedoeethe ad
of McLaws, had been withdrawn from its position near the West Woods, on Patrick's right. As Sedgwick's stragglers began to come back, Major CZ#h Lyman,
Reserves, deployed both regiments and endeavored to stop them. While so employed Sumner rode up, inquired who they were, and ordered theftweaediments
Promptly and prettily they advanced to the south edge of the woods and halted, where they came under an enfilading fire by which Captain Jamesfith€olwell
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7th Reserves was killed and many wounded. The cool presence of these two small regiments was of great effect and upon them Howard rallied agzate of his bri
and the division retreated no farther, but took position in and about the woods.

Walker, in his "History of the Second Army Corps" says: "It is easy to criticize Sumner's dispositions at Antietam--the dangerous massing ofs Seidgaek the

exposure of the flank of the charging column, the failure of the commander to supervise and direct, from some central point, all the operatiops;ofé¢heaone

who saw him there, hat in hand, his white hair streaming in the wind, riding abreast of the field officers of the foremost line, close up againsietiga®bkysting

with the deadly flames of Jackson's volleys, could ever fail thereafter to understand the furious thrust with which a column of the Second Catpsckitas/s

enemy, or the splendid intrepidity with which its brigade and division commanders were wont to ride through the thickest of the fight as callopsiseae. bAll

this is conceded, yet the fact remains that these splendid troops of the Second Corps were much disorganized and many of them sadly demorajifeitl when the

back, and, unfortunately, that partial demoralization extended to their commanders. We again quote Walker: "If itis not a profanation to sagsatobua Edwin

V. Sumner, he had lost courage; not the courage which would have borne him up a ravine swept by canister at the head of the old First Dragoonsgaut the coura
which, in the crush and clamor of action, amid disaster and repulse, enables the commander to cooly calculate the chances of success or faieaetbtteraath

the terrible fate of the splendid division on which he had so much relied, which he had deemed invincible, and his proximity to the disaster had$eeas o cl

convey a shock from which he had not recovered." Nor had he recovered from this shock an hour or more later when Franklin came up. As soon as Semmes' men saw
that Patrick was retiring from his position behind the stone ledge they rushed forward, cheering and firing. The 32nd Virginia, on the right adveistackss south

of Miller's barn, where it was halted until supports could be brought up. It was reduced to less than 80 men, and these took cover behind the stahdkecffie 10

and 15th Virginia, passing the left of the 32nd Virginia and the barn, halted in rear of the rock ledge from which Patrick had withdrawn, where &uesoengag

Union troops that were under cover of the stone fences of the Hagerstown road. Men of both regiments crossed the road to the D.R. Miller housdowinbee they

number of Union men, wounded and unwounded, some of whom were captured and sent to the rear. These movements followed those of the 53rd Geargia, which ha
been checked on the open ground to the front and left of the position taken by the 10th Georgia and 15th \@rgmizs ®as now about 450 yards in advance of

the point where Barksdale had been repulsed and Early had halted.

When Stuart had driven the 1st Minnesota and 19th Massachusetts from the field he came riding out of the woods to the 32nd Virginia and inquiresl fduSemme
then a Union battery across the Hagerstown road opened upon the barn, stacks, and infantry in sight, and Stuart told Semmes that the batterypnboisttiiehtake
Semmes replied that his men had been very severely engaged and were about out é¢fiammuoeh that Barksdale was in the woods to the rear and not engaged,
upon which Stuart dashed off after Barksdale.

The artillery fire that opened oregimes came from a section of Campbell's Battery, under Lieutenant Stewart, that had such a seridllimgnederience near

the same stacks very early in the morning, and some of whose dead still lay near them. When Sedgwick's men passed to the rear, through the womsigdlosely p
by the enemy, this section was in position very near where Stewart had his section in Miller's field at the beginning of the fight, and Reynolds'béttery evls

on its left. Both were under a heavy fire from two Confederate batteries beyond the woods, which had their exact range. Stewart was unable tog@géisrown r
account of the smoke of the musketry, so limbered to the rear and came up on Reynolds' left , when one of his men called attention to a body of Cranfegérate in
front, apparently on the Hagerstown road, and the left or most advanced part of the line, the 53rd Georgia, appeared to be falling back. Stevgagtluadethh
canister, waited until he saw four stands of colors in their front and began firing. It was at this time that Stuart came up and advised Semmeshi® bediexyre t
Semmes remained but a short time after Stuart dashed off for Barksdale; no troops came to his support or to capture the battery, whose canistaoyimag,very a
enfilading a part of his line, and he ordered his regiment back into the woods, Stewart following them with canister until they were out of sightt bael ime

good order to the position from which they had started, collected and buried their dead and cared for the wounded. The loss of the brigade wakidedere; 314
wounded, and missing, being 44 per cent of those engaged; of which the 53rd Georgia left 30 per cent; the 32nd Virginia, 45 per cent; the 10th Gemnglia 57 pe
and the 15th Virginia, 55 per cent. Three of the four regimental commanders were wounded, and many of the best line officers killed and wounded.

Itis difficult to determine the part taken by Early in the pursuit through the West Woods. He made a very elaborate and graphic report of the biatgléouraved

a half solid pages of the official records, in which he shows all his earlier movements on the field; his great anxiety for reinforcements, andemamivapon the
125th Pennsylvania, and then spares but five lines to emstatt of his change of front and the expulsion of Sedgwick from the woods. He says: "Just as | reformed
my line Semmes', Anderson's and part of Barksdale's brigades of McLaws' Division came up, and the whole, including Grigsby's command, adviaisdemtiypon t

of the enemy, driving it with great slaughter entirely from and beyond the woods, and leaving us in possession of my former position." His "foomengesit
perpendicular to the Hagerstown road and 130 yards south of the north edge of the middle body of the woods. Some officers of the brigade statestbrithahpre

a part of the line went clear out of the woods and half way to the Miller stacks, but instantly fell back to the woods. There is no question as to

on the flank of the 15th Massachusetts and his advance over the ground held by it and the 20th Massachusetts, to the position held by him earliutiin¢he day
appears to have followed Semmes' right and Barksdale's left over this ground, and not in front line and clearly engaged. This also appears ifdoof [tesesco
Semmes' in the short time he was engaged lost 44 per cent of his men. Barksdale lost 33 per cent, while Early, who had been much longer engagess siiffered a |
but 16 per cent, the greater part of which was in his engagement witf28ta Pennsylvania.eenmes makes no mention of any troops preceding him and reported to
McLaws that he was not supported by and did not see Early's Brigade. General Early, after acknowledging the assistance rendered him by Semmes, Anderso
Barksdale and Grigsby, says: "Major General Stuart, with the piecedilErgirunder his command, contributed largely to the repulse of the enemy and pursued them
for some distance with his artillery and the 13th Virginia, under command of Captain F.V. Winston." Stuart says the enemy broke in confusion asdese@ pu

half a mile along the road. Evidently he did not see Early but "recognized in the pursuit part of Barksdale's and part of Semmes' brigades, anditl @isorgot h
regiment of Ransom's Brigade which | posted in an advantageous position on the extreme left flank after the pursuit had been checked by thenanantillsryese
coming into action. Having informed General Jackson of what had transpired | was directed by him to hold this advanced position and that he widh&l send al
infantry he could get to follow up the success. | executed this order, keeping the cavalry well out to the left, and awaiting the arrival oéraeirtfot

Other affairs were taking place in and about the West Woods while Sedgwick's men were being driven through them, and after they had been drivertfreas them
but a short time after the 3rd South Carolina had taken cover in the hollow parallel to the Hagerstown road, when Colonel Nance saw Kershaw'o@rf@le, ab
yards to his right, advance "most beautifully" through the woods and up the slope beyond--the slope to the plateau opposite the Dunkard Chthrchetiairicehe

saw Green's Division break. His regiment belonged to Kershaw's Brigade, had become detached from it, in advancing to the attack on Sedgwidkis flank, a
thought now to join it in pursuit of a routed enemy, upon which he crossed the Hagerstown road, and "passed to the summit of a hill in a freshly pl@®ed field
yards beyond the road, and to his surprise found Union troops under cover of the hill or ridge and opened fire upon them. These troops were thmRuxmell Leg
companies of the 124th Pennsylvania, and a few men of Howard's Brigade, remainingatetiuif\é Battery. These opened fire upon the South Carolinians as soon
as they made their appearance on the high ground, Woodruff turned his guns on them, and they were driven back to the road, where they remained bat a moment
Woodruff's canister was to much for them, and then fell back to the ravine from which they had advanced. Colonel Nance reports that "under thef laetiigriire
and the press of fresh troops our line on my right (Kershaw) that just before advanced in such admirable style, fell back so far that | retired tdvéuejusad |
crossed. There | halted and fired for a time, until a further retirement required me to fall back to the hollow in which | had before changed my ébnenfdiaed

until the movements of the enemy and the absence of proper supports determined me to retire into the woods." These were the woods surroundiddtmerErunkar
and south of it, and finding no friends in them Nance led his regiment where he had first formed line, and took position behind a rail fence ruretitggtparall

woods.

About this time Walker's Division came upon the field and entered the West Woods. This division, as we have seen, remained near Lee's headgBartarfunt

the 17th, when it moved to the extreme right, to guard the Snavely and Myers' Fords, where it remained until nearly or quite 9 a.m., when an ordeafiope Gene

directed it to hasten to the left. It moved left in front, Ransom's Brigade leading, marching rapidly, left Sharpsburg to the right, and, aftRepéssiogse, Ransom
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formed line by inversion, bringing the 49th North Carolina on the right. The line formed under severe fire and in the presence of troops that hesth toeek diis

soon as formed the brigade was pushed rapidly forward, marching in columns of regiments, northerly, along and near the west edge of the West \Waiets, when
were given to "form to the right and resist the enemy in the woods." (Ransom'’s report) The 49th North Carolina, on the right, made a right wheeljghhithgbro

to the fence bordering the woods. The 35th North Carolina, marching straight on, as soon as it cleared the 49th, wheeled to the right, passimgioleaf githa.
Poffenberger barn, and the 25th North Carolina, passing by the left of the 35th, made the same movement, and the three regiments pushed eastwdet] up the
slope, upon which had stood the 15th Massachusetts and lines in rear of it, and halted in the east edge of the woods overlooking the open fieldraruhiine Hage
road, but the 24th North Carolina, on the extreme left, did not wheel to the right, when it had passed the 25th, but kept straight on, and joining some of th
Confederates in pursuit, became engaged, lost heavily, went clear out of the woods, north, and was caught up by Stuart and put in position otefheRattiseme
reports that upon reaching the woods he "immediately encountered the enemy in strong force, flushed with a temporary success. A tremendousdilentas po
them, and, without a halt, the woods were cleared and the crest near the enemy occupied. (?) The ground was filled with the dead and wounded" ¥¥bath sides.
enemy Ransom encountered and drove from the woods is a mystery to us. As a matter of fact, Ransom came up just as McLaws had driven Sedgwick north, and then
swept eastward into the woods, after McLaws had passed northward, and McLaws left no Union troops behind him, west of the Hagerstown road, savdedead, wo
and prisoners.

In the line formed just inside the east edge of the woods the 49th North Carolina faced the southeast corner of the open field, its right in the dsootiteen bo

woods. On its left was the 35th North Carolina, and, on the left of the 35th was the 25th. All were protected by a ledge of rock which ran along thait €htiee
brigade numbered 1,600 men, but, as the 24th had gone far to the left, Ransom had about 1,250 in line. After taking this position Ransom "detemgéad assh

the field in front and to the (East) woods beyond which was held by the enemy, but he again approached in force, to within 100 yards, when he was met by the sa
crushing fire which had driven him first from the position." This force, approaching Ransom and staying his projected advance, was two regilassacusetts

and 13th New Jersey--of the Twelfth Corps.

When Sedgwick was being driven from the West Woods Sumner called upon the Twelfth Corps for help, the staff officer delivering the order to Wijllgms, sa
"General Sumner directs you to send to the front all of your command immediately avail&@Blams had but few men available; Greene's Division was then
engaged at the Dunkard Church; Crawford's Brigade had become scattered and some of it roughly handled, and as Gordon held his brigade mostr aonvenient f
movement to the point indicated, he was ordered to advance at once. Gordon says: "I was to move up towards the woods in front to support the treopsitirere. T
most urgent and imperative, furnished the only information | possessed that our forces had again entered the woods in our front. | deemed it @fpertanues

that my command should move forward with the least possible delay. | therefore in person gave the order to the regiments nearest me, withoohtbérformati
entire brigade, intending to bring up other brigades to support or continue the line, as circumstances might require.” The regiments nearese@wdd@itwNew
Jersey and the 2nd Massachusetts that were in the East Woods. A staff officer rode up to the first and directed its colonel to go forward througldfteerosmf

the Hagerstown road and into the West Woods, where he was to report to the first general officer he met, and he was informed that d gdithd®ehesylvania

and other Union troops might be on the road near Miller's barn, and was twice cautioned not to fire upon troops in front as they were "our own meioti Waes caut
communicated to the company officers and by them to their men. For the first time in their soldier experience the men loaded their muskets, araydizomnm
given, the regiment advanced in line of battle through the cornfield, becoming somewhat disordered as it neared the road, but it was ordered®usottiesfe

road, where it was thought reform. The right of the regiment was first to reach the fence, no men could be seen on the road, there were a few meiioéirid the rig
front, and nothing was visible to the immediate front, where there was ominous silence. Part of the regiment climbed the fence into the road amdehe rest
following when puffs of white smoke were seen at the rock ledge, 150 yards in front, and a hail of musketry went through the regiment, killing somediagd wou
many. It was a trying experience for a new regiment, the first time in action, and there was some confusion, but officers and men soon rallied; Gapkeamigh

H.C. Irish crossed the second fence and called upon his men to follow, the gallant Irish fell dead a few yards beyond the fence, and the colonegl thet@gniz
mistake had been made, ordered the men to form behind the first fence and hold the ground. This was soon found impossible, the men were being 8@t buy a foe
could not see, so perfectly did the ledge protect them; they scarcely knew how to load their muskets and were doing little or no execution; to hget thedeto

fire would be murder and they were ordered back to the East Woods, retiring in good order, under the circumstances, and rallying on the spot fegnmadhich th
advanced.

The 2nd Massachusetts advanced on the left of the 13th New Jersey, but, notin close connection with it, and a short distance in rear. It had aigntéar expe
Colonel Andrews reports: “The regiment advanced in line, the 13th New Jersey on its right to a lane, fenced on both sides, which offered a partthituster,

was about 100 yards from the wood held by the enemy. Here the regiment received a very heavy fire from a large body of the enemy posted in the womds. Our fire
opened in return; but the enemy having greatly the advantage, both in numbers and position, his fire became very destructive. Being unsupipaptessibieds

advance and a useless sacrifice of life to keep my position. The regiment was accordingly marched back in perfect order to the position from which it had
advanced." The historian of the 2nd Massachusetts gives more particulars: "While the 3rd Wisconsin and 27th Indiana, both of which had sefferies selend

a slight ridge, and the 107th New York was some distance yet to the left, the 2nd Massachusetts and the 13th New Jersey moved up to the road, @esaed the fen
formed behind the second one. Captain Morse, with Company B, crossed the second fence. This was but a few rods above the church at the open dsound. Sumner
corps was not visible. When soldiers appeared in the woods opposite, there was doubt who they were. 'Show your colors' said Colonel Andrewbéartbe color

Color Sergeant Lundy waved his flag. It was greeted by a shower of bullets. Fire was then opened and continued. But, as the smoke lifted, theosmélitfmite f

alone. On the left no troops were visible, on the right the left of the 13th New Jersey had given way. The enemy were sheltered in the woods and betohd rocks
were in great force (?) The flag staff was broken, the flag riddled, the socket shot away from the color bearer's belt. The brave Dwight was maitallly\viourth

of the men had fallen, and they were rapidly dropping. Suffering much more than the enemy could, and unsupported, the order was given, and tselvagkment f

to the woods behind, thus uncovering the batteries. Cothran's and Woodruff's guns opened beautifully, and the advancing line of the enemyagalknshelte

The conduct of the two regiments was thus commended by General Gordon: "The 2nd Massachusetts and 13th New Jersey pushed forward, with great alacrity,
sufficiently far to find that the troops to be supported had retired, that a large force of the enemy lay concealed in the woods, while a not iteonsideEnab

showed themselves in the open field beyond. These regiments were received Wlithgeligs which they sustained and returned for a brief period, then fell back

upon their supports. So strong was the enemy, that an addition of any force | could command would only have caused further sacrifice, without gain."

As the two regiments went back to the 3rd Wisconsin and 27th Indiana were met coming to their support. These, upon being informed of the conditin of affa
moved back and the four regiments took position in the edge of the East Woods in support to batteries. When the 2nd Massachusetts and 13th New Jersey were
ordered to the front, the 107th New York, then in the southern part of the Easti$)vas directed to close in to the right. While executing the movement a general
officer rode up and ordered the regiment to move out into the field and support Cothran's Battery. This fine regiment moved with steadinessftththbattarg

just as the 2nd Massachusetts and 13th New Jersey were falling back, and maintained it ground for some hours and until relieved, although espicfsexftora fr

the enemy and a fire over its head from batteries in the rear.

Besides the batteries of Woodruff and Cothran, there were others on front of the East Woods: Monroe's four guns at the southwest corner of theise@ddse Kna
southeast corner of the cornfield; (Bruen?)'s on Knap's right; in the field north of the corn wer@d®and Stewart's guns; and, under the impression that the West
Woods concealed a large body of the enemy, on the point of advancing, these batteries opened a furious fire upon the woods. McLaws says: "Thessavis an inc
storm of shot and shell, grape and canister, but the loss inflicted by the artillery was comparatively very small. Fortunately, the woods wer arhil side main
slope of which was toward us, with numerous ledges of rock along it." Walker says his brave men, lay upon the ground, taking advantage of suchamdiulation
shallow ravines as gave promise of partial shelter, while this fearful storm raged a few feet above their heads, tearing the trees asunderhiggplmgthes, and
filling the air with shrieks and explosions, realizing to the fullest the fearful sublimity of battle."
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Meanwhile, there were stirring scenes, hard and brilliant fighting around the Dunkard Church, where Greene's Division signally repulsed kheLagis' o

Division, supported by Manning's Brigade of Walker's Division, and, advancing across the Hagerstown road, secured a footing in the woods lmytbraf dahe s
church. It will be remembered that when Early, Barksdale and Anderson dro%@5tte Pennsylvania, 34th New York and 72nd Pennsylvania from thedswat the
church, they were assisted by the 2nd South Carolina, but this regiment did not change direction to the left and pursue Sedgwick's Divisionalhandithi¢in fall
back as did Anderson. After it fired its effective volley at the 34th New York and again at the 72nd Pennsylvania, a part of it passed north of thd bhltieh an
near the road fired at the retreating troops, but the greater part, passing south of the church, crossed the road, went by an abandoned cagsbarprantmgzin
rock ledge, 110 yards east of the church and close to the Smoketown road, where it fired upon the retreating troops and upon Monroe's Battesyawhich, say
Confederate officer, "we thought was getting ready to fight or run away." Exultantagessiand believing the Union line broken and driven entirely from this part of
the field, Captain George B. Cuthbert, who was in that wing of the regiment, gave the order to form to the right, intending to advance a little Hartihginéo t
ground on his right. Just as the movement began, and while most of the meriilMvzreirsy north, Greene's men, some of whom had now replenished ammunition,
rose up from behind the slight rise of ground which had concealed them and opened a fire that sent the surprised South Carolinians to the rearadenods the
about 150 yards beyond the church, where, under cover of the ridge, they rallied and moved to the right, out of the line of fire that the Union gunsimgéda po
the woods around the church. This lateral movement brought the regiment to within a few yards of the south edge of the woods, where it awaitedehe rest of t
brigade.

It was about this time that Carlton's Georgia Battery of three guns came forward. When McLaws came up with his division this battery advanced aisey the H
ridge, and near Hauser's, Stuart rode up and asked for a battery which he proposed to push into the West Woods, to hold them until McLaws could get up and be
deployed. McLaws objected, but Jackson ordered him to turn the battery over to Stuart. Carlton was ordered by Stuart to go through the woods rih @teubaimka
and hold that position until Kershaw came up, even if he lost every man and gun of the battery. This was apparently héfstte fPennsylvania had shown itself,

and as he started to go Carlton heard the sound of firing in the woods. He went down the Hauser lane, passing A. Poffenberger's, and thence byttteugdrt road
the woods. As he came to the brow of the ridge, on whicl 2&th Pennsylvania had stood and from which it had just been driven, he came under the fire of Union
artillery, 18 horses were almost instantly killed and he was obliged to put his guns in by hand, which was done near the northwest corner of theactiottiwed
Carlton and as the two stood near the church they saw Greene's infantry and Thompkins' Battery, on the high ground to the right, and artilleryaingositimng

into position in the field to the left and front. The Union batteries in front opened on him; Thompkins after the repulse of Kershaw, turned two @imsingess

than twenty minutes every gun was disabled and he was ordered to the rear. More than half of his horses had been killed and infantry assistedhio guitisiride t
went into position after thel25h Pennsylvania and 34th New York had been withdrawn from toelsy he withdrew immediately after Kershaw's repulse, which we
now note. Soon after the 2nd South Carolina had fallen back it saw advancing through the field on the south, a body of troops, supposed to be its awd thrégad
colors of the regiment were taken to the fence, unfurled and waved, to show that they were friends, and when they came up it was seen that they weitb the 8th S
Carolina. This regiment had not closely followed the 2nd; it passed to the right of the route taken by it, and, under a severe fire of canister frams' Goospk
approached the road, and was so. . . (Here chapter ends in middle of sentence; as table of contents calls for 79 pages and this makes 74, apparemtiisSimgges
from the Library of Congress.)

The Sunken Road: 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
THE SUNKEN ROAD

9:30 AMto 1 PM

by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 18)

While Sedgwick's Division was being driven through the West Woods a sanguinary struggle began for the possession of the Sunken Road, a stdigglaso bloo
since that day the road has been known as the "Bloody Lane." This lane or farm road, starting from the Hagerstown road about 600 yards south of the Dunkard
Church, runs in two courses, easterly and southeast, about 1000 yards, then turns south and pursues a zig-zag course to the Sharpsbuitiearvhkebdysit

strikes midway between the crest of Cemetery hill and the Antietam. By rains and usage the roadway had been worn down to an ordinary depth of ésg or three f
and in many places to a much greater depth, thus giving protection to troops lying in it. It was in the easterly stretch of this road that ColgisttayByigthe night

of the 16th, Ripley's Brigade 600 yards in front, and, in its southeasterly course, on Colquitt's right, was Garland's Brigade, with Rodes' @hd\Gaeng@'s on

the right and rear, Rodes' on Garland's immediate right and at right angles facing the Antietam, with Anderson farther to the right also facietheTAage five
brigades constituted D.H. Hill's Division. While Ripley, Colquitt and Garland were engaged to the left and front with the First and Twelfth cegpspRaddered

to move to their assistance and Anderson was directed to close in to the left, and, soon thereafter, to form line on Rodes' right. Rodes reposiuthiserders
about 9 o'clock, it was probably a half hour earlier, and he had hardly begun the movement before it was evident that the three brigades of ttgadietsiarfrent

had met with a reverse, and that the best service he could render them and the field generally would be to form a line in rear and endeavor to ratly them befo
attacking or being attacked. General Hill seems to have held the same view, for, at the moment Rodes came to this conclusion he received and btddrdtom Hi
and form line of battle in the Sunken Road. He had then passed the mouth of Roulette's lane, his left about 150 yards from the Hagerstown roadv&®odes had fi
Alabama regiments. The 6th, Colonel John B. Gordon, was on the right, and to the left, in order named were the 5th, Major E.L. Hobson; 3rd, Coldtie| C.A. Ba
12th, Captain Tucker, and 26th, Colonel E.A. O'Neal. The brigade numbered 850 officers and men.

In a short time small parties of Garland's and Colquitt's brigades, falling back in some disorder, were rallied and formed on his left, Rodes assuandgfechem.
Hill says he made an effort to rally all of Garland's and Colquitt's men at this point, but he wascegsful, most of them passed on to Sharpsburg, but the 23rd
North Carolina came off the field led by Lieutenant Colonel Johnston and took position in the road and some stragglers joined it. There were sdrad &ibn of t
North Carolina among those, characterized by Hill as stragglers, and Rodes says that a small portion of Colquitt's Brigade formed on his liedif Aikitrzar
received adiional strength by the arrival of Cobb's Brigade of McLaws' Division, which took position in the Hagerstown road, at the mouth of the Sunken
Road. Carter's Virginia battery, which had been on Rodes' left, was sent to the rear when the brigade moved to the left, and when the new position was take
Patterson's Georgia battery of three guns occupied a knoll immediately in Rodes' front, about 250 yards, at the southwest corner of Mummeagsdosafield
engaged in firing at Greene's Division, Twelfth Corps, then taking position at the Dunkard Church, but Patterson's guns were quickly drivemHagessttvn
road; as we have seen by the fire of the 102nd New York, and they moved to the left.

George B. Anderson now came up and formed on Rodes' right. During the night of the 16th Anderson lay at the south end of the Sunken Road and astride the
Sharpsburg and Keedysville road, his skirmishers thrown to the crest of the ridge, crossing the road, watching the middle bridge over the Alytigidhe Ea
morning there was a severe artillery duel between the batteries east of the Antietam and the Confederate batteries in Andersorismetary aidge, and on his

left, after which he moved up the ravine to his left, halted and formed line, and then moved up the same ravine to Piper's cornfield and again focmgdHime f
Antietam, as at his previous halt. Then moving into the Sunken Road he formed line on Rodes' right, in this order from left to right: the 2nd NoathCoéonéh

C.C. Tew, joined the right of the 6th Alabama, its second company from the right being directly opposite the entrance to Roulette's lane; onttieZightafs the
14th North Carolina, Colonel R.T. Bennett, under good shelter from a front attack; on the right of the 14th, was the 4th North Carolina, Captaishyahd\iae
30th North Carolina, Colonel F.M. Parker was on the right of the 4th. This line, which was not a continuous one, was mostly under good cover. Ttecesvere pl
where the road was crossed by rock ledges, and at these points there was great exposure and they were not occupied. Along this entire front af Radesson an
was high ground overlooking the Sunken Road, broken only by a ravine through which ran Roulette's lane. Behind Anderson's entire line and éxdattitg to
the center of Rodes' Brigade was a field of dense corn. In many places in rear this ground was much higher than the Sunken Road and looked diredtlylthewn int
road was a natural rifle pit. Anderson's Brigade numbered 1,174 officers and men and was of most excellent material; a southern writer hastsaidmditess of
this brigade for prayer meeting and Psalm singing united with an ever readiness to fight, reminds one of Cromwell's Ironsides. It fought welireSevsenone
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of its regiments, having carried in 678 officers and men, lost 54 per cent in killed and wounded. At Malvern Hill it suffered great loss. To see tesks pamany
of them almost barefooted and all of them half-starved, approach a field where a battle was raging was a pleasant sight. The crash of Napoleofisotiezemar
and crash of musketry always excited and exhilarated them, and as they swung into action they seemed supremely happy."

Immediately upon taking p@®n General Anderson and Colonel Tew walked to the top of the hill in front and saw French's Division forming at the East Woods and,
following the example of Rodes' men who had preceded them, the North Carolinians began to pile fence rails in their front. Rodes says: "A shontyilmigaitie
assumed its new position and while the men were busy improving their position by piling rails along their front, the enemy deployed in our fropéautHtte

lines, all vastly outnumbering ours, and commenced to advance steadily.” D.H. Hill says the enemy "advanced in three parallel lines, withsitihef prparade

day." This enemy was French's Division of the Second Corps, and was composed of Generals Max Weber's and Nathan Kimball's brigades and thoéreegiments
troops, under command of Colonel Dwight Morris, 14th Connecticut. The three brigades were strangers to each other and had been thrown togsitebas a div

the day before. French put his division in motion about 7.40 a.m., crossed the Antietam after Sedgwick and at first followed him closely, bufejlauktaiiy.

The division marched with Max Weber on the left, Morris in the center, and Kimball on the right. French says: "When my left flank had cleared theefatiea mil
division faced to the left, forming three lines of battle adjacent to and contiguous with Sedgwickisraediately moved to the front."

French is in error in the statement that he formed his lines "adjacent to and contiguous with Sedgwick's." If such were the case he must have cme up befor
Sedgwick's advance; and evidence is to the contrary, and to the effect that when Sedgwick advanced from the East Woods French had not come up. Upon the
authority of Captain S.S. Sumner, son and staff officer of General Sumner, the statement was made by Lieutenant Colonel George B. Davis, W8tAreaddpa
him before the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, Aprill®97, that "themergency would not permit him (Sumner) to await the arrival of French's
Division," so Sedgwick was pushed forward without him, and that French had been given most positive orders to put and keep the head of his column abreast
Sedgwick's Division and that these orders were reiterated by several staff officers. It is hard to question such authority, and it is passiog §range formed his

lines contiguous to Sedgwick and then failed to move with him if he had such imperative and reiterated orders. As a matter of fact Sedgwick'sdCadsancae

from the East Woods before the advance of French's three lines entered them, and there is no evidence that upon entering the woods he was matdgysStiomner's o
follow Sedgwick, although it is highly probable such orders were given on the march from the Antietam.

French entered the East Woods about 9.15 a.m., halted and fronted to the left, looking southward. On his right front, 750 yards distant, he cooitd Isetteydn
action, firing south, and behind it infantry in position, the left of the line resting on the Mumma lane, and he could see the Confederates in thessLiKalk&
says that French for "want of proper direction” was permitted to diverge widely to the left. In the absence of orders for “proper direction," oefmeatmoany
direction, he came to the quick and proper conclusion to advance and form on the left of the troops he saw in position--Greene's Division, whisgohte seppo
(Sedgwick?)--and engage the Confederates in the Sunken Road, whose presence there threatened the left and rear of the Union line. To hasedondesttieewi
circumstances, unless under specific orders, would have been highly reprehensible.

It required less than fifteen minutes to close up the columns and properly dress them. Then the brigades were ordered forward. Weber's in adealize, foll

Morris' and Kimball's. Weber's Brigade was composed of the 1st Delaware, 4th New York, and 5th Maryland. They were old regiments, well drillgdiaed, disc
but never had been in battle. The brigade numbered 1,800 officers and men. The 1st Delaware was on the right, the 5th Maryland in the center, am¢ tr& 4th Ne
on the left.

Weber ordered the colors of the 5th Maryland to be carried direct to the Roulette house, the regiments on the right and left dressing on the Staridangdind,
emerging from the East Woods, went forward, under the fire of a Confederate battery on the ridge south of Piper's house, and one west of the Hafer$ii@vn ro
which was very annoying, several shells falling into the ranks of the 1st Delaware. The color bearer of the 5th Maryland, who had been desigrtted to give
direction, was a very heavy built German, over six feet in height and weighing nearly 300 pounds, very deliberate in movement, hence, by thétragiband le
bearers moving a little more briskly, the brigade, as it approached the Roulette place, assumed a concentric formation. The 1st Delawaramigapes’'sd
cornfield, on the right of the Roulette house, the 4th New York was separated from the left of the 5th Maryland by Roulette's lane, which ran from the barn
Sunken Road, and the 5th Maryland passed through the Roulette grounds and passing to the right of the dwelling entered the apple orchard, eflibee the left
regiment came under the fire of a small Confederate outpost in the Roulette lane, near the Clipp house. The regiment with the 4th New York droeelbackehis
party, a few men being killed and wounded on either side. While driving back the Confederate outpost and brushing some skirmishers from therfigrtbesrigtt

of Weber's line was struck by the 8th South Carolina of Kershaw's Brigade, which had charged Thompkins' Rhode Island battery on the plateae Dpp&site th
Church. In the charge the 8th South Carolina passed the other regiments of its brigade and, as it mounted the crest overlooking Mumma's coooii dneging
through and beyond it and promptly halted and opened fire. It was a very small regiment of not over 40 muskets, but so sudden, unexpected, anetwedisietive
fire that with the fire of the artillery, it caused momentary confusion. French says it was a "sudden and terrible fire." The Carolinians remamed bthuee

minutes upon Weber's flank and then fell back with their brigade which had been bloodily repulsed. At this time the 1st Delaware was in Mummd,stsagitel
close to the fence of the lane, the 5th Maryland was in Roulette's orchard, its right connecting with the 1st Delaware, its left on Roulette'tiéadi BeatY ork
beyond the lane. Weber now ordered bayonets fixed and the brigade went forward on the run to the ridge overlooking the Sunken Road and from 50ftit 80 yards o
As it reached the crest of the ridge Rodes and Anderson's men poured in a cool, accurate fire which caused the whole line to recoil, but it quacidyoeiedi

fire. On the right the 1st Delaware advanced so far that its left was but 50 yards from the Sunken Road, and the fire from the road and from a line oaridgher gr
beyond it, was so severe that after a vain effort to advance, during which, Colonel Andrews says: "The second line (Morris), composed of netede\vigs, ins
supporting our advance, fired into our rear," the regiment having lost one fourth its men, and eight officers commanding companies killed ofeldamutted,

through the 14th Connecticut and Mumma's cornfield to the grass field beyond. The color guard were all killed or wounded, and the colors lett witithe fiel
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver Hopkinson, severely wounded, who, afterwards brought them off. After the regiment had rallied in the field just begumdvhgr
Thomas A. Smythe, Captain Richards, Lieutenants James P. (Postles?), (Fanner?) and Nicholls, with about 75 to 90 men, went down the Mummatlene as far as
southwest corner of the cornfield, where, under shelter of rock ledges and the fencing, they remained skirmishing until about noon. Here GagtaiaRidhed

and from this advantageous position they repulsed several attempted advances of the enemy upon Thompkins' Battery which was close to trear rightthed r

left of the 1st Delaware, the 5th Maryland passed over the top of the ridge and was met by a murderous fire from the right of Rodes' Brigade and the 2nd North
Carolina of Anderson, a fire so deadly that over one fourth of the regiment was struck down instantly, but the survivors lay down and returnectliee éinarge

the colors were carried about 30 feet to the front, and the men crawled forward and dress on them, all the time maintaining a steady fire upon thee ebedngtin t
the foot of the hill about 50 yards distant. The 4th New York advanced on the left of Roulette's lane and as it reached the crest of the hill overlexanty Aveh

in the Sunken Road, about 50 yards distant, was met by a volley that laid low about 150 men, and the regiment recoiled, and lay down under cover of the crest
Exultant at their success portions of Anderson's Brigade rushed forward, but were quickly driven back. In this short contest of not over fiveghenlies bvie

fourth of his brigade.

Rodes says the Union line came to the crest of the hill overlooking his position, and for five minutes bravely stood a telling fire at about 80 yanidswivbleh

brigade delivered, and Colonel Bennett, 14th North Carolina, in whose immediate front the 4th New York advanced, says: "There advance wastheautiful i
extreme and great regularity marked their columns (?) and this precision of movement was preserved by the lines until a space not exceedingElstts sep
combatants. Then it was that a well directed fire sent them in disorder some 50 paces rearward."

Morris' Brigade of three new regiments followed Weber. When it advanced out of the woods, Weber's Brigade was about 300 yards ahead of it. Thectidtt, Conne
on the right, passed through Mumma's orchard, nine companies passed to the right of Roulette's house and one to the left, and the entire regimesisinto Mu
cornfield, the right reaching the Mumma's lane and the left close to the east edge of the cornfield. The 130th Pennsylvanrarr@iaee left of the 14th

Connecticut, advanced through Roulette's small cornfield, passed between the house and the barn and then through Roulette's orchard thighatsdefvbite
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the 108th New York moved on the left of the lane, its right resting on it. The advance was made under délesyeand musketry fire, the latter being directed at
Weber, in advance, who was being followed at a distance not exceeding 200 yards. When the 14th Connecticut reached the south fence of thernerufidiet it ca
the withering fire that was being poured on the 1st Delaware in its front, but the men climbed the fence and with much difficulty advanced from Sdstw6éryar

the grass field, when, unable to advance farther, it fell back to the cornfield. The 130th Pennsylvania advanced in line on the left of tmnédtibu€ a part of it

halted behind a stone fence, which was a continuation of the fence of Mumma's cornfield, some of the men advanced a few yards farther and manijneached the
held by the 5th Maryland and remained upon it until relieved by the advance of Kimball's Brigade. On the left of Roulette's lane the 108th New Yopktontineed u
line held by the 4th New York, its left extending beyond it, and received such a severe fire from Anderson's North Carolinians that it recoileet iardidasddown

upon the northern slope of the ridge, and again portions of Anderson's command advanced beyond the Sunken Road and were quickly driven back.

It was about this time that Rodes, by Longstreet's direction, ordered an advance. A part of his line went forward and immediately came under sdith thaaver

was checked. Thompkins' guns from their fine position on the right and rear of the 14th Connecticut, opened with shell and case shot, and thk insdelida
disorder and was with difficulty rallied in the Sunken Road. Rodes sayxeiRing an order from General Longstreet to do so, | endeavored to charge them with my
brigade and that portion of Colquitt's which was on myrediate left. The charge failed, mainly because the 6th Alabama Regiment, not hearing the command, did
not move forward with the others, and because Colquitt's men did not advance far enough. That part of the brigade which moved forward foundrit@@mselves i
exposed position, and being outnumbered and unsustained, fell back before | could, by personal effort, which was duly made, get the 6th Alabafastenimgye
back to the left, I arrived just in time to prevent the men from falling back to the rear of the road we had just occupied.” Rodes lost quite seversfgrinahe

among the killed was Captain Tucker, commanding 12th Alabama. Cobb's Brigade took part in gisenband on Rodes left. It will be remembered that when
McLaws prepared for his attack upon Sedgwick, Cobb's Brigade moved to far to the right and brought up on the left of Rodes, where it was covereddom the Un
musketry by a hill in front. , but suffered from the heavy shelling of the batteries beyond the Antietam. For an hour the brigade was inactive, titeet tateyed it
forward with Rodes and the men, "eager to meet the foe upon a more equal footing, gallantly pressed forward with a cheer, the top of the hill gaiaéthgrntla g
destructive shower of balls.” There it remained until Colonel Sanders, seeing that Rodes had fallen back, leaving him without support, fed laslet@tlihe

fence from which it had charged. As Rodes was rallying the left of his brigade in the Sunken Road, a part of the 6th Alabama, under cover of the smodte, mad a r
for the colors of the 5th Maryland, and the colors and that part of the line near them fell back about 20 yards, when a rally was made and the Alabanédeawn driv
to the road, the colors being advanced to their original position. In this affair Major Blumenberg, commanding 5th Maryland, was severely wounded.

The two brigades of Weber and Morris had made spirited efforts to drive the enemy but were brought to a stand; had lost heavily and, being new tecopss had b
confused and much broken; many of the men had gone to the rear, but enough of them remained on the firing line to resist the enemy, though wititout sufficie
aggressive force to advance. While the two brigades were thus engaged with Rodes and Anderson, Captain S.S. Sumner of the corps staff, rodavitipao French
order from General Sumner to push on and make a diversion in favor of Sedgwick, who was being severely handled by McLaws. This order came when Kimball,
following Morris from the East Woods, had passed the Roulette buildings, and halted for alignment 350 yards in rear of Weber and Morris, the-tigttt wing-
Indiana and 8th Ohio--(midway?) in Roulette's apple orchard, the left wing--132nd New York and 7th West Virgiora the Roulette lane. The 8th Ohio rested its
left on the lane, on its right was the 14th Indiana; the 132nd Pennsylvania rested its right on the lane, on its left was the 7th West Virginia. Theé@2adi®e

was a new regiment; the others were veterans and had seen much service in Western Virginia and on the Peninsula. Kimball was a stiff and tendwdwsfighte
thwarted and defeated General Lee's efforts to force the Union position at Cheat Mountain, in Sep&&hpand defeated Stonewall Jackson at Kernstown, March
23 1862. The Brigade had not been long halted when Sumner's order to press the eneegeiwed, mand Kimball was directed to pass Weber and Morris, carry the
crest of the ridge and drive the enemy from the Sunken Road with the bayonet. At this time the battle was raging 350 yards in front, and some offioe@t and me
Kimball's Brigade were killed and wounded while yet in the orchard. The men were lying down, Kimball called them to attention, and as he went atdesgsdit: ra
"Boys we are going in now to lick the rebels, and we will stay with them, all day if necessary." Knapsacks were taken off and piled under the applareees, ba
fixed, and the entire line, starting at a double-quick, moved steadily and magnificently forward over the open plain, under a heavy fire of stellface af a

sheet of musketry, which dropped men here and there; the right wing swept past the left of the 14th Connecticut and over thatli@troPtrensylvania on its left
and, as it approached the 5th Maryland and some of the 130th Pennsylvania in front, cried, “get to the rear you fellows" and, with a roar and btavee thassed
ridge to receive such a staggering fire frortilary on the right, and the musketry of Anderson and Rodes in front that it recoiled to the line held by the 5th Maryland,
and the right wing of the 14th Indiana was closed in to the left, under cover of the ridge, to avoid the artillery fire, to which it was exposed, arabitichjqth

the 14th Indiana and 8th Ohio opened a steady fire which was continued until the Confederate were driven from the road or surrendered, and many of the 5th
Maryland remained and fought with them. Kimball says: "Directly in my front, in a narrow road running parallel with my line, and, being washed fyrmaigia
natural rifle-pi between my line and a large cornfield, | found the enemy in great force, as also in the cornfield in rear of the ditch. As my linetadhererest of

the hill, a murderous fire was opened upon it from the entire force in front. My advance further was checked."

As soon as Kimball's men recovered from the staggering blow, under which they had recoiled, the color bearers of the 14th Indiana and 8th Ohamgraiaded al
ground and planted their colors defiantly on the very crest of the ridge, the full color guard rallying around them. On these the men formed aoé ttythg fa
ground," began their work, firing at the heads and shoulders of such of the enemy as exposed themselves in the Sunken Road, and at others whonwére firing
cornfield beyond, and in this manner says Kimball: "For three hours and thirty minutes the battle raged incessantly, without either party §iKintbathy.
overestimates the time; he was in action a little over two hours.

With the advent of Kimball and his firm hold on the ridge the 5th Maryland, under direction of its company officers, began to withdraw by squads ofarheif d

more. There was some confusion in the withdrawal and in endeavoring to check it and get his brigade in order Max Weber was wounded and lost his fegf Some me
the 5th Maryland remained on Kimball's line, but the greater part of them were rallied at the Clipp house and near Roulette's barn, where thel/hyetejdite

New York. A part of the 130th Pennsylvania fell back, but the greater part remained in rear of the 8th Ohio, and therttictit maintained its position in the

south part of Mumma's corn, its left 65 yards in rear of the 14th Indiana. On the right of the 14th Connecticut, on high ground, well protected ts/dhe fence

Mumma's lane and the outcropping rocks, was the detachment of the 1st Delaware, and 289 yards to the right and rear was Thompkins' Battery, ahich poured
constant fire of shell and case-shot upon the Confederates in the Sunken Road and in the cornfield beyond it.

In (Kimball's?) advance the left company of the 8th Ohio was crowded beyond the Roulette lane and 188nigh@ennsylvania and 7th West Virginia, marched in
good order up the hill, passed thé8th New York, which was retreating in some disorder, and as they mounted the crest, came under fire of Confiltieyade ar
Cemetery ridge and received the fire of Anderson's men, who weatiagvor them, with guns resting on the rails in front. This fire was terrific and deadly. Colonel
Oakford, commanding the 132nd Pennsylvania, wieds many officers and men of the two regiments and the company of the 8th Ohio were struck down, the
advance was checked, and the line fell back under cover of the crest and laid down. When the company of the 8th Ohio reached the crest there wed¢tsome of the
New York still holding ground, these were relieved and joined their comrades near the Clipp house, and the veteran Ohioans crawling forwagisarth getiter

as the ground afforded, opened a very cool and effective enfilading fire upon the 2nd North Carolina and right wing of the 6th Alabama, who wereantthat pa
Sunken Road, west of the Roulette lane and in the immediate front of the right wing of the brigade.

The Roulette lane, dividing the wings of Kimball's brigade requires a brief description. From the Hagerstown road the Sunken Road runs eastis]ytb&0 ya
nearly southeast 450 yards, to where it makes an angle and runs nearly south. For the first hundred yards the road is level, then rises to passenige, whecky

it turns southeast. From this last rock ledge, the angle in the road, it descends 80 yards to the mouth of the Roulette lane, the descent in the@@R@/éees bei
From the mouth of the lane the road begins to ascend and at a 150 yards reaches the plateau upon which it runs to its southerly course. It will tatithee seen th
mouth of the Roulette lane is in a depression, which is the beginning of a ravine or cleft that, running northerly, bisects the ridge or high gomkiotver|

Sunken Road; and in this ravine runs the narrow Roulette lane, the ground rising abruptly 30 to 40 feet on either side of it.
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The conformation of the ground determined the position of the troops. Kimball's right wing was west of Roulette's lane, on a hill sloping southkerttoad and
east to the lane. Its right, the 14th Indiana, was about 80 yards from the angle of the Sunken Road in front, its left, the 8th Ohio rested on thadrbdeytrtis
from its mouth. This position gave a direct fire to the front upon the right of Rodes Brigade and the 2nd North Carolina of Anderson's, and an ieefilpdimthe

left of the 14th North Carolina, east of the mouth of the lane, from which it suffered terribly. Immediately east of the lane the ridge was higbdmtiopast and
south, and on a grassy knoll 100 yards from the mouth of the lane and overlooking it, was the company of the 8th Ohio. From this point the crest artide ridge t
southeast, gradually nearing the Sunken Road, and on it, to the rear and left of the Ohio company were the 132nd Pennsylvania and 7th West éfirgfrie the |
latter about 100 yards from the road. Rodes and Anderson, including men of Colquitt and Garland, who had rallied on the extreme left, had abou¥/Zi#h00 men
these they had withstood the attack of French's 5,700 men, without yielding a foot of ground. Being well protected, save near the Roulette tnet thdiehed
greatly, but had inflicted great loss.

While all this was transpiring on his front French was with Thompkins ' guns on the right of his division. After the repulse of Sedgwick, Thompkidenseyor
Sumner to hold his position until properly relieved and not to retire on any account, even to the risk of losing his guns. Soon after this Frenchdarmpessad
some solicitation at the gap between his right and the left of Greene, a gap covered only by the battery and two small regiments of Greene. Wisd¢iamconver
Saunder's artillery battalion went into position in front, and, soon thereafter, R.H. Anderson's infantry division was seen coming overwaedi¢he: tdagerstown
road, with the evident intention to charge the battery and attack French's right. Thompkins opened his guns on Saunder's artillery and Amckeysamid iRfench
impressed upon him the great necessity of holding his position, remarking that if the guns went his division would go to.

There were now several batteries of Confederate artillery on the high ground between Reel's and the Hagerstown road, which had been gatherede®'sre und
orders to form a nucleus for a new line, and among them was Branch's Battery of Walker's Division, to which Jackson rode up and asked why it was. tidbengaged
orders and no supports,” was the reply. "Go in at once" was the curt rejoinder, "You artillery men are too much afraid of losing your guns." Thel lbatbémgian
advanced but were quickly driven back. R.H. Anderson's Division followed McLaws in crossing the Potomac and halted near Lee's headquartebsidated ef

infantry and an artillery battalion of four batteries. The brigades were those of Wright, commanded by General A.W. Wright; Wilcox's, commarideel Byftea
Cumming; Featherston's, commanded by Colonel Carnot Posey; Pryor's, commanded by General R.A. Pryor; Mahone's, commanded by Colonel Whd. Parham, a
Armistead's, commanded by General Lewis A. Armistead. Mahone's Brigade had been so badly broken Turner's Gap Crampton's Gap that it had but 82 men at
Sharpsburg and was consolidated into a regiment and acted with Pryor's Brigade. Armistead's Brigade was detached and ordered to the supparhahbltefaws

Saunder's' artillery battalion was composed of Huger's Virginia battery of 4 guns, commanded by Captain Frank Huger; the Portsmouth Batteom#guaded

by Captain Carey F. Grimes; Moorman's Battery, 4 guns, commanded by Captain M.M. Moorman; and the Donaldsonville, Louisiana, Battery, commanded by
Captain Victor Maurin. In the absence of Major John S. Saunders, the battalion was under the command of Captain Grimes. The battalion movedriisbugh Sha
and up the Hagerstown road and went into position on the ridge northwest from Piper's barn. Grimes, leading his own battery, went into positybi @irthiee ri

road and about 60 yards from it; Moorman on Grimes right and 50 yards west of the barn, and Huger and Maurin west of the road. This position was teken soon af
had crowned the ridge overlooking the Sunken Road, and the four batteries opened fire upon him, a fire that was very effective upon the right rodidoea] &t |

of no particular effect upon other parts of his line. Thompkins turned four guns upon them, the 14th Indiana poured in a musketry fire at from 60@i8 0D the
long range guns beyond the Antietam enfiladed them and they were partially silenced in less than 20 minutes. Meanwhile R.H. Anderson's infanttyngesme u
near 10 a.m. when Anderson was ordered forward. He passed to the left of Sharpsburg and halted to pile knapsacks. He then marched, left in Baggdenyor's
advance, northeasterly across the open fields, under a wicked and demoralizing fire of Thompkins' guns, reached the Hagerstown road aboattO6f ypds's
Lane, and Pryor's Brigade marched up the road to the lane, then down the lane until it passed Piper's barn, where it filed to the left and went titledt hdhto

the left of the orchard, and was halted by a staff officer. Wilcox's Brigade followed Pryor's as far as the Hagerstown road, which it crossed@taltheeaght,

moved nearly to the crest of Cemetery ridge, south of Piper's house, then halted and threw out skirmishers in the direction of the Antietanm's-Betjedsto

followed Wilcox's and formed near it onethetery ridge.

Wright's Brigade did not follow Wilcox's and Featherston's to then€tery ridge, but, bearing to the left, under fire from Thompkins' guns, crossed the stone fence of
the Hagerstown road, north of Piper's lane, passed the barn and rear of Pryor's Brigade and, facing to the left, was in rear of Piper's apple amcinanmd vwetse
enclosed by close and strong oak picket fence, and in tearing it down the brigade suffered greatly from a cross fire of artillery--Thompkinglithfeaniras

beyond the Antietam on the flank. The 3rd Georgia was on the right and in order named on its left were the 48th Georgia, 44th Alabama, and 22nd Georgia.

As soon as the fence was torn down sufficiently to admit passage, in places, the brigade moved through the orchard obliquely toward the nartfetist corne
cornfield, all the time under artillery fire, and when it reached the high ground in the cornfield came under musketry fire and men fell by the deayeingVhi

through the orchard General Wright's horse was torn in pieces by a shell, and the general thrown to the ground, but disengaging himself fronotke Halled his
brigade on foot through the cornfield, and as he approached the Sunken Road his left came up in rear of the right wing of the 30th North Carolinsycbaeivin

severe and unexpected fire, as it emerged from the corn, that it was driven back, butlsmbame took ground to the right. General Wright was shot down, Colonel
Robert Jones, who succeeded to the command, was wounded and disabled by a musket ball that went through his breast; the brigade, now reduceddn,about 250
reached the Sunken Road, on George B. Anderson's right, and lay down in it, Colonel William Gibson, 48th Georgia, assumed command.

In front and to the left, not over a hundred yards distant, was the 7th West Virginia which now poured in its fire and began to gain ground to the \eéts Sdrase
protection in the road from musketry fire; the brigade had passed out of the line of fire of Thompkins' guns, but was subjected to a terribleecofithdgfins

from beyond the Antietam, which disheartened the officers and men, who were encouraged to hold on a little longer as General Pryor would soorigbireo the
an advance be made. But Pryor did not come up, there was an increasing fire in front, and, by Wright's direction, who was still lying on the groundhdete w
unable to rise, Gibson ordered a charge upon the extended and exposed flank of the 7th West Virginia. The left and center of the brigade madadiedeny
but the 3rd Georgia, on the extreme right, led by Colonel R.B. Nisbet, leaped out of the road and making a slight left wheel, charged the 7th Weshi¢hginia
changed front by refusing its left and advancing its right, and after a short but severe fight drove the Georgians back to the road, leavingliheidiyolemended,
on the field, to be taken prisoner a little later.

Wright's Brigade had suffered greatly. Its commander had been wounded and disabled, Lieutenant Colonel Derby, commanding 44th Alabamendidedio@s
and Nisbet wounded and a long list of line officers killed and wounded. One regiment had one officer only, and many companies of the brigade wenedmofcomma
sergeants or corporals, but all remained in the road and kept up warm fire.

It was about this time that George B. Anderson, informed that a column of the enemy was approaching his right, threatening to envelop it, rodédo¢pentear
D.H. Hill. Upon returning he was wounded at the south edge of the corn, near the northeast corner of the orchard, and sent his courier to Colottiet Batker of
North Carolina, with instructions that Adjutant Fred Philips be sent to Colonel Tew, 2nd North Carolina, and inform him that he was in commandaai¢he bri
Philips made his way, under severe fire, down the line to the left of the 14th North Carolina and from that point word was passed along the line ofthe 2nd No
Carolina. Tew, who was lying down with his men, rose from the ground, acknowledged the receipt of the message by raising his cap and wakddsEmly k
command of the brigade fell to Colonel R.T. Bennett, 14th North Carolina, who reports that at this time the brigade "appeared perfectly sd!faudseassoon
thereafter word came for the command to keep a lookout on the extreme right. This was when Richardson's Division was forming for attack.
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Major General Israel B. Richardson's Division was composed of three brigades commanded by Generals J.C. Caldwell, Thomas F. Meagher and Rolonel John
Brooke, 53rd Pennsylvania. On the night of the 16th it was in position at the east foot of the bluff bordering the Antietam, its left on the SharpKleedyavitle

road. It received orders at 7:40 a.m., to march when relieved by Morell's Division of the Fifth Corps, and it was not until 9 a.m. that Morell arrhisdivoomac on

the suburbs of Keedysville, a mile distant. It was bad enough that Sumner diteate his orders to march before 7:30 a.m., it was worse that this fine division was
delayed, an hour and a half later, and there was no good reason for it. The events already narrated in this chapter are good proof that had Réthéotisaedlos
French, and joined in the advance upon the Sunken Road, D.H. Hill's men would have been driven from it before the arrival of R.H. Anderson's Division.

The division was put in motion at 9 a.m., went back a short distance on the road to Keedysville, filed to the left, descended the hill to the ford bynméritladu
crossed, which it went over about 9:30 a.m., and made a brief halt to permit the men to wring the water from their socks. The march was resumeahineadirectio
parallel to the creek and, passing Neikirk's, the division halted in a ravine through which ran a spring branch to the Antietam. Here the menguledaathps
blankets and the lines were then formed in a cornfield on the northeastern slope of the high ground that overlooked Roulette's house and ab@aist 650iyands
700 yards northeast of the Sunken Road. Meagher's Brigade, on the right, deployed from column into line of battle on the northeastern edgesluf, thraocinatl
through it 200 yards and to its southwestern edge, under a scattering fire that clipped the corn and wounded a few men. From right to left the bnigaftenvess t
69th New York, 29th Massachusetts, 63rd and 88th New York. Caldwell's Brigade advanced through the same cornfield on Meagher's left, and dg&deke's Bri
followed in second line. The infantry strength of the division was 4,029 officers and men and it was not accompanied by its artillery, tesdied ipthe evening
before.

Owing to the smallness of the pioneer corps, which had become much reduced by service on the Peninsula, there was much embarrassment anegethg in crossi
fence, during which many officers and men were killed and wounded. The same trouble occurred in passing a second fence, but here volunteeasgavendssist
the line went forward in fine order, ascended the rising ground overlooking the Sunken Road and to within 75 to 100 yards of it and received a meufidendhe fi
Confederate line in the road and the artillery beyond. Meagher says: "In coming into this close and fatal contest with the enemy, the officerstardngadef

waved their swords and hats and gave the heartiest cheers for their general, George B. McClellan, and the Army of the Potomac. Never were méiti higher sp
Never did men with such alacrity and generosity of heart press forward and encounter the perils of the battle-field."

Meagher's Brigade was known in the army and throughout the country as "The lIrish Brigade," and was even so designated in orders and reports gf commandin
officers. As a matter of fact the brigade at Antietam, and for some months before and after that campaign, was not strictly an Irish Brigade. Emtsevezgim
composed mainly of Irishmen and men of Irish parentage. These regiments, recruited in New York, marched and fought under the green flag of #@tand. The
Massachusetts, constituting one fourth of the brigade, was not an Irish regiment. On the contrary, it was intensely American in its make uUg.offioessievere

lineal descendants of the early colonists, and with scarcely an exception the line officers were thoroughbred Americans, nearly all of Restdokipaad so with

the men--mainly genuine Americans. It is doubtful if there was a regiment from Massachusetts with a larger percentage of Americans in its raegsn&veoy

the brigade was superb, and the 29th Massachusetts prides itself upon its service in it, "and at no time during its four years war experienaathiméesaifizer

of the regiment, “was fairer or better treatment accorded the regiment, from a gentlemanly and soldierly standpoint than that received vibilevtssocia

the Irishmen of Meagher's Brigade."

Notwithstanding the terrible punishment they had received from the first volley these brave Irishmen and men of Massachusetts stood steaaily tmitheira
work. Meagher's orders were, that, after the first and second volleys, delivered in line of battle by the brigade, it should charge with fixed baytmetnemy,

and relying on the impetuosity and recklessness of Irish soldiers in a charge, he felt confident that before such a charge the enemy would giveigpgraed. be
Meagher says: "Advancing on the right and left obliquely from the center, the brigade poured an effective and fearful fire upon the column, wifielr spezsal
duty to dislodge. Despite a fire of musketry, which literally cut lanes through our approaching lines, the brigade advanced under my personatitioim3@nd
(607?) paces of the enemy, and at this point, Lieutenant Colonel James Kelly having been shot through the face and Captain Felix Duffy havingrfditem déad
his command, the regiment (69th New York) halted. At the same time Lieutenant Colonel Fowler and Major Richard Bentley, of the 63rd, on the lefeof our li
having been seriously wounded and compelled to retire, the charge of bayonets | had ordered on the left was arrested, and thus the brigadeyamstieachofiad
dispersing the column with the bayonet, stood and delivered it fire persistently and effectively, maintaining every inch of the ground they occupied

Meagher was close to the 69th New York on the right of his brigade. This regiment in its advance marched over some troops lying on the ground, uoftke shelte
brow of the hill, and when it ascended the ridge its right was 80 yards from the Sunken Road its left much nearer, the whole line on the top of the ratge and mu
exposed. Meagher permitted the regiment to fire five or six volleys, when it was ordered to stop firing and charge and a like order was sent to tB8tb3xdand
York on the left. After an advance of about 30 yards the order to charge was counter-manded and the 69th fell back to its first position and restimetefirivfy

the line was gradually advanced to within 100 yards of the road, the right standing fast.

Beyond a slight depression in the ridge, which was held by the 29th Massachusetts, of which we shall treat later, were drawn up the 63rd and 88thT tNew York.
63rd was on the right and received several deadly volleys without replying, by which it was greatly thinned. The charge it was ordered to make Igiletbagher
owing to its heavy losses the first few minutes. The men began firing with round ball and buckshot, the brigade being armed with smooth bores;arelaiasffi
that "it was give and take until ammunition ran out."” The nature and severity of the contest is graphically and touchingly told in the report oftlGalideeh

Fowler: (Here Carman pastes three paragraphs from Fowler's report in OR's:

"In the early part of the action....."

"As the right wing had fallen...."

"It is now a solace...."

On the left of the 63rd was the 88th New York. As it came into positioreiteived the same deadly fire as had the 63rd, and returned it. During the engagement an aid
rode up and ordered it to charge with the 63rd and take the enemy's colors if possible. Lieutenant Colonel Kelly at once gave the order, and tieaegedent a

about 25 or 30 yards, but seeing he had no support Kelly halted the regiment and inquired why the 63rd had not advanced. Lieutenant Colonel Fawler and Maj
Bently of the 63rd had been wounded. Captain O'Neill, who was on the left, said he would advance with the 88th, if he had any one to command thetregiment, bu
knowing who was in command he did not wish to do so, upon which Kelly ordered the 88th to fall back a few feet.

We have stated that the 29th Massachusetts covered a depression in the ridge between the 69th and 63rd New York. It had been under heavy iffantiffrand arti
in its advance, which it returned, but on reaching its position about 100 yards from the road ceased firing for it could not see the enemy in theutdtheor ¢

enemy see it, as it was in the depression between the higher ground on its right and left and the ridge along the Sunken Road completely shelteréd igdnd i

range on the cornfield in the rear of the road, which was on higher ground opening wide before it, its shots cutting down the green stalks of corrsegth@altta

having their effect upon the enemy, who were hiding there or who came up as support to those in the road, and from these it received a severe fire.

When Meagher's Brigade took position it was confronted by Anderson's North Carolinians and Wright's Georgians and Alabamians, but soon tueneaftenas
reinforced by the brigades of Pryor, Featherston and Wilcox which made an effort to charge Meagher.

After Rodes had rallied his men, when repulsed in his attack upon French, he noticed troops, Wright's Brigade, going in to the support of G.BoAhd&ison,
right, and that a body of troops, instead of passing on to the front, stopped in the hollow immediately in his rear and near the orchard. As thenfiis betwe®n
and Kimball was now desultory he went to these troops and found that they belonged to Pryor's Brigade and that they had been halted there by sGmebady, not
Pryor.
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Colonel Ballantine, commanding 2nd Florida, says Pryor's Brigade had been halted some time, his own regiment very much exposed, being néax simeatiest o

hill, when Rodes came from the front and asked him to what command he belonged and why not engaged, to which Ballantine replied, that he had nesorders. Rod
said troops were needed at the front and ordered Ballantine to form line and go in, told him where to go, and then found Pryor to whom he stated filésconduct o
brigade and the necessity for it at the front. R.H. Anderson had been wounded very soon after coming upon the field and Pryor, who succeeded td thesomman
unaware of the orders under which Anderson was acting and did not rise to the occasion, and the consequent movements of his command were difaiated and w
proper direction, but, when apprized by Rodes of the condition of affairs, he ordered his own brigade forward.

Without waiting this order Colonel Ballantine changed front forward on left company, themment being in a measure masked by the orchard and cornfield in front
and the line of the 2nd Florida was established fronting the cornfield, the right in the orchard and the left in the open ground west of it. The etiterevegioted

the movement, forming double- quick on the right of the 2nd Florida, in this order from left to right, 8th Florida, Lieutenant Colonel Coppensji&tiCBlonel

John C. Hately; 3rd Virginia, Colonel Joseph Mayo; 14th Alabama, Major James A. Broome, and Mahone's Brigade, Colonel W.A. Parham, now redized to less
50 men. Colonel Hately, 5th Florida, was in command of the brigade, and, as soon as formed he ordered it forward. It advanced through the orclargeet as it
the cornfield came under the fire of Thompkins' guns and the musketry of Kimball and Meagher, Colonel Coppens of the 8th Florida was killeédaatdly after
Captain Waller, who succeeded him in command, fell dead, with the colors of the regiment draped over his shoulders, and every regiment sufferedPgssaigl
through the cornfield the left of the brigade came up in rear of the right wing of the 14th North Carolina, the right extending beyond the 14th Noah\izealit
reached the road, it met with a severe fire which checked a part of the line, a part of it went beyond the road a few yards but was quickly driven batlossth gre
and all lay down with Anderson's men

and opened fire.

Featherston's Brigade was close on the heels of Pryor's. With Wilcox it had (remained?) some time on the ridge south of Piper's and then wasfrcadiddirend

in the orchard in Pryor's rear, and it was at this time that Pryor went forward. From right to left the brigade was thus formed, 2nd Mississippj MBajibalitiS.
Wilson; 19th Mississippi, Colonel Nathaniel S. Harris; 12th Mississippi, Colonel W.H. Taylor, and 16th Mississippi, Captain A.M. Feltus. Afcsouedds

followed Pryor's Brigade through the orchard and entered the cornfield under a heavy atrtillery fire on both flanks and a sweeping fire of mushtetoy imHich it
suffered greatly, and came upon Anderson's and Pryor's men lying in the Sunken Road, its left behind the center of the 14th North Carolinagis abfhiseft

of the 30th North Carolina. It did not halt in the road, but passed over those in it about 30 to 40 yards and fiercely engaged Meagher, but in abdesfivasninu
driven back to the road with great loss. Colonel Bennett, 14th North Carolina says Featherston's men “flowed over and out of the road and man ofillezin wer
in this overflow. The 16th Mississippi disappeared as if it had gone into the earth.”

By this time the ranks of Meagher's Brigade had been greatly thinned, the 69th New York had nearly melted away and but a few heroic Irishmen weliedeft, hud
about the two colors, when one of the enemy from shouted from the Sunken Road, "Bring them colors in here"; upon which the two color bearers stedtly adv
few steps, shook their colors in the very face of the enemy and replied, "Come and take them you damned rebels."

This defiant exchange appeared to exasperate the enemy to another advance, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes, 29th Massachusetts, feaght thaktheyadash

for the colors and possibly pierce the line and turn the right of his regiment, ordered three cheers to be given and a charge made. The historian of the 29t
Massachusetts says: "An hour had nearly elapsed since the front had been reached; several of the captains had reported that the guns of théingso atre ge
that the rammers were leaping out of the pipes at every discharge. The men had already nearly expended thggorai@evenal times during the battle the enemy
had undertaken to come forward, but as often as they attempted it, they were swept back by our fire. Since General Meagher had been disable&rtmere had be
general officer present, each colonel acting upon his own responsibility. The enemy were well covered and determined. Up to this time neithemddgiowen the
fate of the others, nor the extent of their respective losses. Colonel Barnes now hastened to the right of the 29th, for the purpose of taking\egafdfus feld.

To his dismay, he perceived that the 69th, though holding on bravely, had lost nearly half their number; the 63rd had fared equally hard, areiahéd ofécenf

both regiments were striving to keep up their formation. The Colonel, feeling a deep responsibility, saw at once that something must be doneisaptexdre

knew, though he had received no orders since entering the fight, that from necessity the brigade would soon be relieved, and was every moméntheapéeting
welcome shouts of fresh troops. Hastily giving his idea to Major Charles Chipman, his brave and worthy subordinate, he called upon the regeeesitderghi he
Major took up the order to the left, and the boys gave the cheers with a will. Colonel Barnes then gave the order, “forward!" Instantly Sergeanthirgmeiy

the dauntless color bearer, sprang to the front, the whole regiment promptly following him. Above the noise of the battle were heard the ansis@fitigeshave
Irishmen of the brigade, their warlike spirit gaining fresh impulse as they started forward on the charge. The crisis was over now; the bold feamvend haal/

saved the brigade from even one blot upon its bright record of fame. The shouts of our men, and their sudden dash toward the sunken road, so stastléhithe en
their fire visibly slackened, their line wavered, and squads of two and three began leaving the road and running into the corn. Now the rush ohtaopswias

rear; now the air was rent with wild yells. It was altogether too much of a shock for the enemy; they broke, and fled for the cornfield. The next mdweltis, Cal
Brigade, led by General Richardson in person, with Gross, Barlow, and all its other heroes, came sweeping up behind the sheltered lines ofjttuelriEheBri

flight of the enemy was now complete. In a few moments Caldwell's men were in possession of the road, and driving the Confederates through #veldatafield
the orchard beyond." When it was relieved and went to the rear Meagher's Brigade had been reduced to less than 500 men. The loss of the 29th Massachusetts
comparatively light, but the three New York regiments had suffered heavily: the 88th New York 33 8/10 per cent; the 63rd New York, 59 1/4 per ceb®tand the
New York, 61 8/10 per cent. The loss in officers was very large. With all the original officers and men of the Irish Brigade, Antietam was its greatrdayirig

glory, though it brought no captured flags away. At Fredericksburg where the brigade was nearly extinguished, when charging over ground upon which th
Confederate artillery officers boasted that "a chicken could not live" under the fire of their guns, the rallying cry of the officers was: "Comgtlus Isaysthing to
Antietam."

Before accompanying Caldwell's advance we must note the condition of affairs within the Confederate lines. Since early morning there had be#ierdyeaing a
along the line south of the Sunken Road; for nearly two miles, there was battery after battery, on the high ground running south, aggregatinginsathy-BHg!
says he had 26 guns of his own command, besides that of Cutts' Battalion, temporarily under his command, and "positions were selected for agmany asthes
could be used, but all the ground in my front was completely commanded by the long range artillery of the Yankees on the other side of the Antietam, which
concentrated their fire every gun that opened and soon disabled or silenced it." Hill further says that the artillery was badly handled and tpawdthdhe

superior weight, caliber, range, and number of the Yankee guns; hence it ought only to have been used against masses of infantry. On the corgnagyeour gu
made to reply to the Yankee guns, and were smashed up or withdrawn before they could be effectively turned against massive columns of attack."

Early in the morning Major H.P. Jones' artillery battalion of four Virginia batteries wassonefery ridge, between Piper's and the Keeitlgswad, under orders to
prevent the crossing of the middle bridge, and was soon engaged with the batteries beyond the Antietam, but being inferior to them in weight ocangeabadd
threatened by an enfilade fire on the right by Weed's and Benjamin's batteries, Jones was ordered by General Lee to withdraw under cover ohthiovidge to t
ground between it and the Hagerstown road.

While Jones was on the ridge he was witness to this incident narrated by Longstreet: "During the progress of the battle General Lee and | weremdiing ol

D.H. Hill's, when we eceived a report of movement of the enemy and started up the ridge to make a reconnaissance. General Lee and | dismounted, but Hill declined
to do so. | said to him, 'If you insist on riding up there and drawing the fire, give us a little interval so that we may not be in the line of fire when theyapén

General Lee and | stood on the top of the crest with our glasses, looking at the movements of the Federals on the rear left. After a moment | turnetheay glass t
right--the Federal left. As | did so, | noticed a puff of white smoke from the mouth of a cannon. ‘There is a shot for you" | said to General Hill. Theagummaiev
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away, and the cannon-shot came whisking through the air for three or four seconds and took off the front legs of the horse that Hill sat on and letitenanima
upon his stumps. The horse's head was so low and his croup so high that Hill was in a most ludicrous position. With one foot in the stirrup he mafetsewveral ef
get the other leg over the croup, but failed. Finally we prevailed upon him to try the other end of the horse, and he got down. That shot at Hill waldibst shoon

| ever saw." This incident occurred about 20 feet north of the Keedysville road and the shot was fired by Captain Stephen H. Weed, commandingBariezd |, 5
States Atrtillery. After Major Jones withdrew from the ridge Peyton's Battery was withdrawn and sent to the left and Boyce's South Carolina sedtéonpte
Keedysville road along the ridge to the left. Later in the forenoon Jones re- occupied the ridge with three batteries, two guns of R.C.M. Pagetr&attayd

close to the Keedysville road, to fire to the front, in the direction of the middle bridge and the other guns so arranged that their field of fire thadedtf tmd then
opened fire on Richardson's Division, firing solid shot, which struck the ground in front of the column, Jones says "with wonderful effect.”

Boyce's South Carolina battery of 6 guns bivouacked on the night of the 16th in a hollow in rear of Cerlie@aptain Boyce reports that early on the 17th he was
ordered by Colonel Walton beyond the road north of Sharpsburg to meet and check the enemy. He marched about 150 yards onilfee @t dtrsen turned to

the left and marched along Cemetery ridge to the vicinity he supposed he should occupy, and was placed by Colonel Stevens of Evans' Brigadepfdhéehe slope
second hill from the road; but, finding his battery could be of no service in this position, he was posted farther down in front of another batttiszdvergg that

he was still where he could not see the enemy, he moved his battery through a camfieldiately in front, and, on reaching the far side of this field, found the
whole line of battle, for at least a mile, extending before him. He placed his guns in battery in easy range of a portion of the line, but he had taoo wait for a
opportunity to fire, as his own friends, engaging the enemy, intervened. After a protracted struggle immediately in his front the Confedeyatdaridoned the

field to overwhelming numbers. Boyce says: "My battery was at this time thrown forward into an open field 200 or 300 yards in advance of its otigmal pesi
enemy then advanced through a cornfield to the field in which my battery had taken position, showing a front of several hundred yards in extenthaaight

and center, but partially concealed by the corn on the left. The whole line of the enemy here was within canister range, and | opened upon hinedirdgstructiv
cutting down two of his flags at the second or third discharge of the guns. The right and center soon gave way and retired. The battery was then tieerefl up on
which held its position more obstinately. This portion of the line took shelter in a ravine at the base of the hill from which | was firing, and it wik onlyov two
guns that they could be reached. Having no support of infantry, and no other battery assisting me in resisting this large body of the enemy, anddztthg exp
whole time to a galling fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, after firing 70 rounds of canister and some solid shot | was forced to retire from thésgusitodpto

the cornfield from which | had advance." Itis difficult to locate the various positions held by Boyce but he appears to have been engaged wittetberRrénehts
Division and also with Richardson's and to have fallen back into the cornfield from the open ground east of it. At about 9:15 a.m., Miller's Battgrgleba jlins,
Washington Artillery, was ordered from its position oer@etery hill to the left. It went through Sharpsburg, then out on the Hagerstown road and was ordered by
Longstreet up the hill through Piper's orchard to a position near the center of the orchard, and about 100 yards south of the cornfield in frgmositiadkia rain

of bullets came showering over it from the right, left and in front, but it immediately opened fire on Richardson's advance. In a very short timests@arglinn
several cannoneers were wounded and Longstreet ordered the battery to cease firing and go under cover, by withdrawing a few yards down theyhifi.tklery ea
morning Hardaway's Alabama battery, of 3 guns, under command of Lieutenant John W. Tullis was near the southwest corner of Mumma's cornfield, the posi
subsequently occupied by Patterson's Georgia battery. It had rifled guns and fired to the front, until the contestants were to close to didfiimgsigihén the guns
were turned upon those beyond the Antietam, near McClellan's headquarters. About 8 a.m. it crossed the Hagerstown road and went into pasttiermogpiisit

of the Sunken Road and 100 yards from it, and from this position opened fire upon French's Division in its advance, but was soon driven back by ®hompkins (
Monroe) to a position 300 yards west of the road and 50 yards south of the large cornfield. Here it remained until R.H. Anderson's artillery camit fgtl, lvetoén

to a rock ledge, with a depression in rear, where the caissons were sheltered. This position was about 150 yards southeast of Reel's house amde alsante s
from what is known as the Landing road, and in this position the battery remained during the day, and with its long range guns assisted in restgomgsRicha
advance.

"Thus," says Longstreet, "when Richardson's march approached its objective, the Confederate's had Boyce's Battery in the cornfield fatindvitiensaection
with the Napoleons in the center, and a single battery at McLaws' rear."

Saunders' artillery had been withdrawn. It had been engaged with Thompkins in front and had fired at French's men, but was quickly silenced, cive whdeina
Pryor's, Wright's, and Featherston's brigades were advancing through the orchard and corn to the Sunken Road, and about this time Captaimd@dmes gdua

of his battery to the left and front and fired at some infantry between the Dunkard Church and Mumma's. Men of the 14th Indiana saw the movemédthesayeral o
gaining favorable position on the right, opened fire, Grimes was struck from his horse by a shot in the thigh, and his men were bearing him frowhigre dield,
second ball struck him in the groin and gave him a mortal wound. Meanwhile the other batteries had re-opened fire but were quickly silenced and withdraw
Moorman's Battery was badly used up and retired into park two miles from the field in the direction of Shepherdstown. Grimes' Battery followed'siBatierge
abandoning one gun, followed Moorman and Grimes. The withdrawal was soon followed by the retreat of Rodes' Brigade from the Sunken Road.

We left Rodes after he had ordered Pryor's Brigade to the front. After he had found Pryor and informed him of the fact and Pryor, also, had sent éreorder for
brigade to go forward, Rodes started back to his own brigade and met Lieutenant Colonel Lightfoot of the 6th Alabama, looking for him. Colonel d3meion ha
desperately wounded and Lightfoot was in command of the regiment. Upon his telling Rodes that the right of the 6th Alabama was being subjedied to a terri
enfilading fire, which the enemy were enabled to deliver by reason of their gaining somewhat on G.B. Anderson, and that he had but few men lefj,iRtagsvin
ordered him to hasten back, and throw his right wing back out of the road, or rather from its exposed position on a ledge crossingithediazely in front of the

right of the 14th Indiana. Instead of executing the order as given by Rodes, for the right wing to fall back, Lightfoot moved briskly to the reairotthtearegd)gave

the command, "Sixth Alabama, about face; forward march." Major Hobson, of the 5th, seeing this, asked if the order was intended for the wholedepdjade; h
yes, "Yes," and thereupon the 5th, and the other troops on their left, retreated. Rodes' says: "I did not see their retrograde movement untitévasmiedd rally
them, for this reason: Just as | was moving on after Lightfoot, | heard a shot strike Lieutenant Birney, who was immediately behind me. Wheeling Féding] h

and found that he had been struck in the face. He found that he could walk after | raised him, though a shot or piece of shell had penetrated his érete jeyse und

| followed him a few paces, and watched him until until he had reached a barn (Piper's), a short distance to the rear, where he first encountereal lseimbimen t

in case he needed it. As | turned toward the brigade, | was struck heavily by a piece of shell on my thigh. At first | thought the wound was serioms}, boyioimdi
examination, that it was slight, | again turned toward the brigade, when | discovered it, without visible cause to me, retreating in confusioed kchastecept it at

the Hagerstown road. | found, though, that with the exception of a few men of the 26th, 12th, and 3rd Alabama, and a few men under Major Hobson, mdOmore tha
men in all, the brigade had completely disappeared from this portion of the field. This small number, together with some Mississippians andliNntis Caaging

in all about 150 men, | stationed behind a small ridge leading from the Hagerstown road eastward toward the orchard and about 150 (3707?) yardslastear of m
position. (?) After this, my time was spent mainly in directing the fire of some artillery and getting up stragglers."

Rodes testifies to the gallantry of his brigade, which "finally fell back only when, the men and officers supposed, they had been ordered to doesatdiasdhm
troops on his right had already given way when his own men began to retreat.

On the contrary D.H. Hill says George B. Anderson "still nobly held his ground, but the Yankees began to pour in through the gap made by the retreéat of Rode
Colonel Bennett, then in command of Anderson's Brigade, says Rodes had retreated before he fell back with the two North Carolina regiments oatkisighimed
As a matter of fact Rodes fell back at the time Wright's, Pryor's and Featherston's brigades with the 4th and 30th North Carolina , of Andertsahis,cetfeaion
from the Sunken Road before Caldwell's advance, to which we now return.

Caldwell's Brigade was at first on Meagher's left, but beyond the range of the immediate infantry contest and well sheltered, being on the retrerastaiope of
the high ground where, farther to the right and front, Meagher was so much exposed. Caldwell, finding no enemy in his immediate front, began twigheel his
cautiously to the right, which if the movement had been energetically continued, would have taken in flank the Confedtéyate pos Sunken Road very soon
after Meagher had became engaged, but the movement was very slow and exasperating to those on the right of the line, in plain view of the IrishdBrigasle, wh
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standing up under a galling fire, and Colonels Barlow and Miles impatiently strode along the line making the air blue, cursing the fate or wanstupgeaera

compelled slow and halting mement when dash was required. But an order was now received from Richardson to relieve Meagher, upon which the brigade moved
by the right flank in rear of Meagher, then, facing to the left, passed his line to the front, under a severe fire of musketry. The movement was rfotthgtde wit
precision described in the official reports, by breaking companies to the front, Meagher's regiments breaking by companies to the rear, bat testigaing

when it reached Meagher's line, and without slacking pace, dashed through his ranks, passing the line by simply pushing its way through, Mepgtidys men
conforming to the movement. Walker says the movement “was effected perfect composure, and Caldwell's Brigade became the front line, and weaslsoan invo

most spirited contest, in which both the gallantry of the troops and the exceptional intelligence, skill and audacity of the regimental commadibplayesl to the

highest advantage." The brigade was thus formed: on the right the 61st and 64th New York, temporarily consolidated under the command of Cel@nel Franci
Barlow; 7th New York, Captain Charles (Brestel?); 81st Pennsylvania, Major H. Boyd McKeen; and 5th New Hampshire, Colonel E.E. Cross.

While Pryor's and Featherston's brigades, after their repulse, were lying in the road with G.B. Anderson's men, they were subjected to a sextiterfireraf
musketry. The sudden advance ordered by Colonel Barnes started some of the men to the rear and Colonel Posey, observing the crowded condipsrindghthe tro
road, subjected to much loss, ordered his own brigade to retire. A scene of great confusion now ensued from the mingling of different brigadeBizddeel

now swept to the front and Pryor's and Featherston's men retreated carrying with them the 4th and 30th North Carolina. Colonel Bennett repetts thaswhi
observing the right of his brigade "masses of Confederate troops in great confusion were seen, portions of Major General Anderson's Divisenkiaswyédh

the 16th Mississippi and the 2nd Florida of that command (left regiments respectively of Featherston and Pryor), coming to our succor, brokegmyendfth
rallying after five minutes stay. In this stampede, if we may so term it, the 4th North Carolina State Troops and the 30th North Carolina State flcipaypsdpaks

an officer of the 4th North Carolina writes: "I think Featherston was started to the right, but instead of getting there came up behind us, wheltmeedet; fay

we could have held our position indefinitely. He sustained great loss in killed and wounded and | have always thought was the cause of the lifierbwbakihg,
found he was not needed there he gave an order to fall back, which was mistaken for a general order and all that could walk went back with him, which caused a
general break in the line."

Wright's Brigade had fallen back before the break occurred. Colonel Gibson, who was in command, says: "Seeing a new formation of the enemy fnauerfyont o
large force...| withdrew the brigade in order to a stone fence in the rear," the fence was on the Hagerstown road. Gibson's withdrawal was fobkbwed/ilsottis
Brigade. This brigade, as we have seen, had been sent to a ridge south of Piper's. After observing the advance of Pleasonton's cavalry fronidpe toittie br
ridge midway to the Antietam, and that "it stopped there, the brigade recrossed the Hagerstown road, then crossed it east, north of Piper'siartleyesived

through the orchard, to the northeast corner of the cornfield and became heavily engaged on Pryor's right, but the entire brigade did not sciticegthéSaaken
Road. It lost heavily in its advance, and when reaching position was confronted by "a heavy compact line of infantry about 120 yards in front"ryraf arkibiéiey

on its right flank "shelled it with terrible accuracy." It remained until Pryor and Featherston gave way, when it retreated in some disorder, doehimssatf, and

rallied in the low ground south of the corn, near Piper's lane and a few yards east of the lower part of the orchard. A few men remained in the SunkerefRoad and
captured.

As we have said, when the right of Caldwell's line rushed through Meagher's skeleton line and crowned the crest of the ridge overlooking the Siinéen Road
Confederates in front of the left were beginning to leave, the entire division of R.H. Anderson gave way, carrying with it the 4th and 30th Northo©arBlin
Anderson's Brigade, and exposing the right flank of the 14th and 2nd North Carolina. Barlow had led the 61st and 64th New York up the ridge dinéciiyhiadeo
two regiments; as he crowned it he was met by a severe fire, upon which he quickly withdrew under cover of the ridge and moved rapidly to the lefttheaisthe no
corner of the cornfield, and was quick to see the opportunity presented by the exposed flank of the North Carolinians. Advancing his left he foadabiren
down the road just as the two regiments had been ordered to retreat. Colonel Bennett, commanding Anderson's Brigade, says: "Anderson's DhasiomHead g
rear. Two regiments (4th and 30th) of our own brigade were missing. The dark lines of the enemy had swept around our right, and were gradually cthsing upo
ground of Rodes' Brigade. They having gone to resist the lines in front was an easy task, to contend against front and rear attacks we were tota#y ainddeg)

bare alternate of retreat was presented. The command was ordered to make the retreat by the right oblique with frightful loss...and reformblgadthg toa
Sharpsburg.” Barlow reports that he secured over 300 prisoners in the road, and, seeing no enemy in his immediate front, halted. The 7th Newtyork and 81s
Pennsylvania and 5th New Hampshire came up in quick succession, on Barlow's left and entered the cornfield, where they were soon met by a sgasteyfire of i
and canister, from Miller's guns in the orchard, and shell from two guns of the Donaldsonville battery, farther to the right beyond the HagerstdwerBitstd
Pennsylvania came up in rear of the 2nd Delaware of Brooke's Brigade, which had crossed the Sunken Road farther to the right, and the 5th New tampshire on
extreme left, advancing o a small depression, about half way through the corn, saw a body of Confederates advancing from the direction of Ripedarguse
which was quickly driven back.

Barlow's success was shared in by Kimball's Brigade]182nd Pennsylvania, and parts of the 7th West Virginia and 108th New York, on his right, joining in the fire
on the enemy in the road and advancing to it, where they halted, but the 2nd Delaware and 52nd New York, closely following, charged across thetadael, and in
cornfield driving everything out of it, the 2nd Delaware coming under a heavy fire from Piper's orchard, which threw it into confusion, but thex§lsaRien

coming up in its rear it soon rallied. The 52nd New York advanced to the crest of the hill in the cornfield and Colonel Frank, its comecandeg, information that

two Confederate regiments were on his right, on lower ground, marched the regiment to the high ground at the west end of the cornfield and opkeeaddfikeodn t
these two regiments, the 7th New York coming up on his left and supporting him most gallantly. Here he was joined by Barlow with the 61st and 64th New York.

After describing his movement on the flank of the Confederate in the Sunken Road and their capture Barlow says: "After these events my regihentestvwith t

our line, advanced into the cornfield through which the enemy had fled. (?) Our troops were joined together without much order--several regimeritstimefs,

and none in my neighborhood having very favorable opportunities to use their fire. Seeing quite a body of the enemy moving briskly on the rigkt at oar lin

great distance, to attack us on the flank, my regiments changed front and moved to the crest of a hill on our right flank, occupying the only pesitionrwhse

could use our fire to advantage. This was to the right of the 52nd New York." In this position the two regiments were behind a fence bordering féjzos tioen
west, the right of the 64th New York resting on the Sunken Road, where the right of Rodes men had been. At this time Kimball was resisting a flanksattack on h
brigade and Barlow gave him great assistance, by opening an oblique fire to the right, on the edge of Mumma's cornfield.

As stated in the preceding pages, Kimball, west of the Roulette lane, had been severely engaged. Nearly half of the men of the 14th Indiana and=8ttll@dio we

and wounded. The men complained that their guns were foul and their ammunition exhausted. The ground was covered with arms and the men wereaogeered to ch
their pieces for these, and the officers busied themselves in gathering éomfrom the cartridge boxes of the dead and wounded and carrying it in their hats and
pockets to the men. It was while thus engaged that Caldwell advanced and Kimball made a charge, which was followed by the retreat of Rodes, sbyptHatlowed

of the 2nd and 14th North Carolina. Kimball says he drove the enemy "some distance into the cornfield beyond.” As a line the 14th Indiana and 8tat@bio did n
beyond the Sunken Road, but Company A, 14th Indiana, and Company B, 8th Ohio, did cross close upon the heels of the 2nd and 14th North Carolinge secured so
prisoners and went some 20 to 30 feet into the cornfield and were driven back, and at this moment a galling artillery fire was poured upon KinflaaKsamght

lines of Confederate infantry were seen sweeping down upon it from the direction of the Dunkard Church and the eastern end of the Sunken Road.

Longstreet, who was on this part of the line, perceiving the pressure on the right of R.H. Anderson's Division had ordered an attack on the flaksdirigadieeao

relieve it. He directed the artillery west of the Hagerstown road to concentrate its fire upon Kimball; Cobb's Brigade and Colonel Cooke, comttiaNdiri 2
Carolina and 3rd Arkansas, were ordered to charge upon his flank and rear.
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Cooke was then in the edge of a cornfield about 300 yards west of the Hagerstown road and 200 yards south of the West Woods, and, when the order was received
had just ordered a charge for the capture of two guns that had moved into the woods near the Dunkard Church, on the left of Greene's Division. dgoba's &riga
Cooke's right. When this brigade fell back from the charge made in conjunction with Rodes' Brigade it was to a fence in the west end of the SunkereRoad, whe
remained until Rodes retreated, when, to prevent being flanked on the right, it changed front to the rear, which brought it behind a stone fengerstothe téad,

its left standing fast and resting on the Sunken Road. This movement had scarcely been executed when D.H. Hill rode up and ordered it forwatC dlengenan
Sanders, though extremelly had retained command up to this time, but was now so much exhausted that he relinquished command to Lieutenant Colonel McRae,
15th North Carolina, who led the brigade, about 250 men, up the hill in front and to the right, to the board fences of Mumma's lane at a point jusé skte of th
cornfield. Cooke, abandoning his movement on the guns, charged across the Hagerstown road, close on the heels of Greene's Division, which Hedgost bee

from the West Woods, swept over the plateau opposite the church and, wheeling to the right, made directly for the cornfield in the rear of Kimball's righ

Just these movements were seen by Kimball, the 14th Connecticut, which had been in the cornfield on his right and rearitleft,isobhere was now nothing to
check Cooke, who was charging down on the flank and rear. Kimball promptly ordered a change of front. The colors of the 8th Ohio and 14th Indianativere run t
right and rear to the adjoining plowed field south of Clipp's house, and planted on a slight ridge that ran nearly parallel to the Roulette lané@rideithmn it,

and the fragments of the two regiments, rallied on their colors, the 14th Indiana on the right and a pait3g@hth®ennsylvania on the left of the 8th Ohio. Barely

had Kimball's men taken their new position than Cooke's 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas, crossed the fences of the Mumma lane and entetddFfive cornf
was immediately opened on both sides and Cooke was checked near the middle of the cornfield. Assistance now came to Kimball's right. BrookéisiBrigeate w
been in second line to Meagher had started to move forward and relieve him but Caldwell having moved by the flank and interposed, Brooks halted &l order
men to lie down. When Cooke was seen coming over the plateau opposite the church Brooks "had the 57th and 66th New York and 53rd Pennsylvani@to the right,
check any attempt the enemy might make to reach the rear.”" When Cooke reached the cornfield the 53rd Pennsylvania was ordered forward to ctiedoldm, also
at all hazards the Roulette barn and orchard, the barn being used as a hospital. The regiment advanced under a shower of musketry gained tiéniggrn, reache
ground in the orchard and opened fire upon the left of the 27th North Carolina, and at almost the same moment the 7th Maine of Irwin's Brigade,, Sixth Corps
approached the north fence of the cornfield and delivered a volley full upon its left flank. All this was more than Cooke could stand and he ordatéd theetr

position from which he had started, which was closely followed by Irwin's Brigade. Cooke not halting until he had recrossed the Hagerstown rish gdsiticno

Very soon after Cooke entered the Mumma cornfield, Cobb's Brigade which had moved from the mouth of the Sunken road about 100 yards up the Hagdjerstown roa
charged up the hill on the right to the Mumma lane, just south of the corn, and was not long in this position when Barlow came up and opened fire upn it and up
Cooke in the corn, the distance being about 350 yards, and after firing about 20 rounds Cobb's men, being now unsupported by Cooke, who hatbatleated, fe
disorder across the Hagerstown road and joined Cooke.

McRae commanding Cobb's Brigade, reports that he held his enemy in check, until his ammunition was exhausted, and seeing no sign of supporedas compell
give the command to falls back, leaving the field with not more than 50 of the 250 men he started with. Brook's Vermont brigade of the Sixth Corpstacteen o
to the support of French's Division; it came up after the flank attack had been repulsed and took position in the Mumma cornfield, on the line wéichehddye

the 14th Connecticut, and Kimball's Brigade fell back to near the Roulette buildings. Kimball had been continuously engaged for more than tandimg fjsh
brigade splendidly and losing 121 killed, 510 wounded, and 8 missing. The heaviest loss was sustained by the 14th Indiana and the 8th Ohio, simg f66M¢2 o
per cent, the latter 48 2/3 per cent. Meanwhile a desultory contest continued in Piper's cornfield, where as Barlow reports “the troops weetljemeithogt

much order." Walker writes, in his History of the Second Army Corps : "The colonels of the regiments of Caldwell's Brigade fought the battle prettytrear

own discretion in the absence of direction from the brigade commanders, so that the regiments were not in continuous line much of the time. Thegyfaged in
directions and at varying intervals from each other and sometimes were interspersed with regiments of other brigades." The like conditiomssthalghimed on

the Confederate side.

The Confederate line went back from the Sunken Road in some confusion and when Caldwell followed it to the corn the confusion was increased aeidjdesbrder
supreme. Brigade and regimental commanders undertook to rally their broken commands, but found it impossible to do so, and the greater paitsodirid. R.HHil
Anderson's divisions fell back to the Piper buildings and under cover of the ridge running from the barn to the Hagerstown road; some were hthedshefen
fences of the road, and all this at the time Longstreet was counting on their holding the Sunken Road and co-operating in the attack on Kimballisrilsatk by
movement on Richardson's front and flank. Cooke and Cobb had moved promptly and been repulsed, but when the time came for the asBistamte of H
Anderson's divisions they had been driven from the Sunken Road and were in disorder. After great effort parts of each division were rallied amthelaatge n
through the orchard and corn to attack Richardson's left; Miller's Battery, with a small infantry support being left in the orchard to hold thicegkerain check. It

is impossible to say with any degree of certainty how the brigades were formed in line. There is a general agreement that regiments and brigadesngtze int
one with another and considerably disorganized and demoralized by the loss of an unusually large number of officers and many men. In a generdfli$evese D.H
on the left, but when the charge had reached its limit, some of his men were on the extreme right of R.H. Anderson's.

At the time this advance was made the Union line was much extended and not continuous. The 5th New Hampshire was on the extreme left and front, somewhat
detached from the 81st Pennsylvania, and Barlow with the 61st and 64th New York was still on the extreme right, where he was just repulsing CabiTseBrigad
52nd New York on Barlow's left after a half hours fighting saw the enemy break in his front, and, being without ammunition was falling back. Stlirrbesieveen

the 81st Pennsylvania and Barlow were the 2nd Delaware and 7th New York both in a somewhat disordered condition. The 5th New Hampshire had repulsed an
attempted advance of a body of Confederates from the direction of the Piper's house and now, marching by the right flank obliquely to the reaawyridercé he

shell and canister, that killed and wounded many officers and men, had already reached its position on the left of the 81st Pennsylvania andmofened fire
Confederates in the orchard, when an officer of the regiment saw the Confederates moving through the corn, "cautiously attempting to outflackvismentith

a strong force concealed by a ridge" in the cornfield. They had in fact advanced within 200 yards of the left of the regiment and were preparingiteenharge,
Colonel Cross "instantly ordered a change of front to the rear, which was executed in time to confront the advancing line of the enemy in thelr aemtéeyvit

very short range, which staggered and hurled them back." Cross says they rallied and attempted to gain his left, "but were again confrontedtdalsedthnea

being received, they were driven back with loss," leaving in the hands of the New Hampshire men the colors of the 4th North Carolina. In this mosghweht Cro
gained ground to the left and rear and held the Sunken Road at the northeast corner of the cornfield. The assistance he received was from thesBiast Majorsyl

H. Boyd McKeene. McKeene "noticed the enemy's flags approaching from the orchard, and engaging the 5th New Hampshire," and the 5th havingtiaken its pos
on the edge of the cornfield and in the Sunken Road, he immediately moved to the left and rear and, takamgopake right of the New Hampshire men, opened

fire on the Confederates and then, says McKeene: "the 5th New Hampshire and 81st Pennsylvania completely frustrated an attempt to flank ivbitéviiese
engaged there was heard the rattle of musketry on the left and front, along the road to the middle bridge, the rattle of Pleasonton's carbirtess hevaaduspulse
Cobb's Brigade that Barlow was attracted by the noise of the contest on the left, indicating an advance through the corn on his original frontyandf as heore

use in his present position, he flanked to the left and filed left through the corn to the assistance of the other regiments of his brigade, ustéti@cdheeight of

the 7th New York, when he came to a front and advanced. Brooke, who had held the 57th New York, Lieutenant Colonel Philip J. Parisen, and 66th New York,
Captain Julius Wehle, in hand, until the attack on the right had been repulsed, now led them forward to fill the gap in the line of Caldwell's Brayeefs, actdss

the Sunken Road and into the corn just as Barlow was closing in from the right. The 7th New York was crowded out of line, and the 57th New York, on the right,
connected with Barlow's left and all swept forward through the corn under a very hot artillery fire and a scattering fire of musketry, by which &dkied and

many others struck down. Brooke's two regiments struck the Confederates that had been so signally repulsed by the 5th New Hampshire and &liat Bevesylva
them in disorder and followed to the south edge of the cornfield, parts of them charged to the Piper lane, but were quickly driven back. In the adylative ¢orn

the 57th New York captured the colors of the 12th Alabama and many prisoners, and the 66th New York captured a lieutenant of the 5th Florida, wéth his whol
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company and a stand of colors. All this was in the corn northeast of the orchard. Barlow was brought to a stand before reaching the orchard by tikerguns of
Battery and their infantry support.

The cornfield ran east and west 560 yards along the south of the Sunken Road, and from north to south had an average depth of 210 yards, beingwleéffest in fro
apple orchard, which lay beyond its western end. The orchard joined the corn, was 225 yards in width, east and west, and ran south 340 yard&td-Bi58 lan
to 175 yards from the corn it was on high ground. Then the ground descended abruptly 30 feet or more to a level bottom. Early in the engéayarBeitévly, of 4
guns, Washington Artillery, was in position in the northern part of the orchard, on the high ground, about a100 yards from the cornfield, but $esirtg expevere
fire, which it was unable to return because of the Confederate line in its immediate front, Longstreet ordered it to take cover, by withdrawindsadfewnytire

hill. Here it remained 20 minutes, "when, the enemy again advancing, the battery again took position. Lieutenant (Here?) having been woundtebamnd Lieu
McElroy having been left to watch the movements of the enemy on the right, Capitinfivund himself the only officer with his company, and, having barely
enough men left to work a section effectively, he opened upon the enemy with his two pieces with splendid effect. After an action of half an hour lresewtieed h

to a more advantageous position 100 yards to the front and right, placing the remaining section under Sergeant Ellis, directing him to takéyitcaieptaieer.

He then continued the action until the ammunition was nearly exhausted, when Sergeant Ellis brought up one of the remaining caissons. The eretwphad mad
determined attempts to force our line, and had been twice signally repulsed. They were now advancing the third time, and were within canisten Segeanh

Ellis, who had saceeded in rallying some infantry to his assistance, brought one of the guns of his section into actilber'srieff, and gave them canister, with
terrible effect. The three guns succeeded in checking the enemy's advance.” Longstreet waltengtlglvhs at this time, and, as Miller was short handed, by reason
of his loss of cannoneers, Longstreet's staff assisted in working the guns, while their chief held the horses, and directed the fire of the geeisniitegst

"Miller was short of hands and ammunition, even for two guns. (?) Our line was throbbing at every point, so that | dared not call on General Lee fekelp. (?
Richardson advanced through the corn he cut off the battery under Boyce, so that it was obliged to retire to save itself, and as Barlow came upche@batenye
on our left was for a time thrown out of fire lest they might injure friend as well as foe. Barlow marched in steady good ranks, and the remnants lusiete ke r
emergency. They seemed to forget that they had known fatigue, the guns were played with life; and the brave spirits manning them claimed thattiegpwere t
hold or to go down with the guns. As our shots rattled against the armored ranks, Colonel Fairfax clapped his hands and ran for other charges. fiee mood of t
gunners to a man was of quiet but unflinching resolve to stand to the last gun. Captain Miller charged and double-charged with spherical caseamtd banist
guns at the discharge leaped into the air from 10 to 12 inches."

It was against these three guns, firing double charges of spherical case and canister, and their infantry supports, that Barlow led the 61shaiYd8dBailew

says that from these pieces, and othélifarther to the right, the enemy had been pouting a destructive fire of shell, grape, and spherical-case shot during the infantry
engagement, and that while moving on the guns in the orchard he was wounded in the groin by a spherical-case shot. Lieutenant Colonel Nelson A. Miles the
assumed command of the regiments and “"immediately deployed skirmishers forward through the field to the orchard.” Richardson now suspératextirantat

of his division, partly that it had become somewhat dislocated, but more particularly because it was exposed to a heavy fire that he could sdteiferttapa

artillery.

At this time the Confederate left center under D.H. Hill was thoroughly broken up. But a few scattered handfuls of Hill's men were left and R.H'sABdé@sson

was hopelessly confused and broken. The Confederate artillery, however, kept up a vigorous fire upon the right, left and center of the Fedira&eiagdhdit

the center of Lee's position was in danger of being carried, exerted himself to the utmostaasdfsiiy, to stop further progress. He brought up Boyce's Battery and
made it open vigorously, though itself exposed to a furious direct, and reverse fire. Hill says: "Affairs looked very critical. | found a battelgccoreecornfield

and ordered it to move out and open fire upon the Yankee columns. This proved to be Boyce's South Carolina battery. It moved out most gallahtyrapedmdt
canister drove the enemy back." It was this fire of Boyce's Battery in connection with Miller's guns in the orchard, and from some batteries wageo$tineii

road and on the ridge south of Piper's that caused Richardson to withdraw. Brooke's two regiments at the south edge of the corn were speciallhanfiveyaddy
Brooke: "finding that the enemy made no attempt to regain the field, sought for and obtained the permission of General Richardson to withdraawfrom the n
untenable position, being exposed to a cross fire of the enemy’s batteries." We have stated that parts of the 57th and 66th New York advancethiwethiuBiper
before this advance was made George T. Anderson's Brigade, which had been engaged in the West Woods, earlier in the day, was behind the stone fence of the
Hagerstown road a short distance south of the Sunken Road. An enfilade fire of long range artillery compelled Anderson to change position ddeavahe road
Sharpsburg, under the crest of a hill and at the end of the Piper lane. "At this point,” says Anderson, "l found a 6-pounder gun, and, getting a feigtrpeitimas

it in position, a lieutenant of infantry, whose name or regiment | do not know, served it most handsomely until the ammunition was exhausted."

The gun belonged to Huger's Battery and was abandoned when its battery left position west of the road and nearly opposite the Piper lane, beeausalitsebor

killed, and the officer who served it was Lieutenant William A. Chamberlaine of the 6th Virginia, Mahone's Brigade. The gun was abandoned atlzegaéston t

side of the road, a few yards south of Piper's lane. Chamberlaine, with others of the brigade and division who had been driven back, was assrsjingein irall

the Hagerstown road, when he noticed the abandoned gun and with the aid of a few men, mostly of G.T. Anderson's Brigade, but some of the 6th Viugitiie, ran i

road about 100 yards, nearly to the top of the ridge, where it opened fire upon Richardson's men, moving through the cornfield, but the expossoegnest thiag

after two or three shots, it was run back to the mouth of the Piper lane, and its first shot in this position was by Major J.W. Fairfax of Longstreetswssefidown

the lane at the skirmishers of the 57th and 66th New York, who were crossing the lane to the Piper house. Two or three shots were fired in thaediteation, th

York men fell back, and the gun was then moved back, up the road, about 50 yards and turned upon Brooke's men, with case shot, as they were seethat the edge of
corn. Here several shots were fired and the gun continued in action until Richardson's line fell back.

It was after Boyce's Battery "with grape and canister drove the Yankees back" that Hill records: "I was satisfied that the Yankees were so deatosadingt
regiment of fresh men could drive the whole of the time in our front across the Antietam. | got up about 200 men, who said they were willing to advatteeko the
if | would lead them. We met, however, with a warm reception, andittfecommand was broken up and dispersed." Rodes reports that about 150 of the 200 men
were of his brigade and that they were led by Hill through the orchard, "the general himself handling a musket in the fight."

There was now no body of Confederate infantry that could have resisted a serious advance of Richardson's Division, but the artillery fire rgudéred his
untenable and the entire line was withdrawn across the Sunken Road and formed under cover of the ridge upon which Meagher had fought. Thergditogs infant
on this part of the field ended with the withdrawal of Richardson's Division about 1 p.m., at which time the Confederates re-occupied the Pipetteasgoarnng
buildings and advanced their skirmishers into the orchard, and their artillery "from the south end of the West Woods round to Boonsboro turripé&eawept in
Richardson's front with their fire." Richardson's men suffered severely from this artillery fire in taking up their new position, and it couldepbédéor for, up to
this time, the division was without artillery, but now a section of Robertson's Battery of horse artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Albert Q2kthtest

Artillery, arrived on the ground, and, taking position on Richardson's left, opened fire upon the Confederate batteries in its front and beygerdtthertaad. Its
fire was directly, principally, upon Miller's Battery, in Piper's apple orchard, which was temporarily silenced. Vincent's section was reGeabdims Battery (K,
1st United States) 6 brass guns. A rifled battery had been asked for; there was none available on the right, and General Hunt, chief of artillezgtesas req
furnish one. Hunt had none at his disposal; all were actively engaged or had been detached to other points, but Graham's light 12's were sattansteadeGr
from his bivouac near Porterstown about noon, passed up behind the heavy batteries on the high ridge east of the Antietam, crossed the streainwar®ry's Fo
through the Neikirk place, and, following the ravines, under cover, ascended the high ground, where Meagher had been engaged and, reliessnmyjndeinti
retired at once, took position about 80 yards north of the Sunken Road, and on the left of Richardson's infantry, and engaged a section of Ciillégdelatetar
700 yards southwest, behind a group of three hay stacks, in a field to the right of an orchard, which he silenced in about ten minutes. A very shatp fire of s
spherical-case, and shell were opened on Graham by several batteries, two of which had rifled guns, and one of these, probably (Hardawayis),reitkgited
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ledge, beyond the Hagerstown road, enfiladed his guns. Graham returned the fire as rapidly as possible, but after firing for some 20 minutékdguretr¢hat
beyond the range of his smooth bore guns, his solid shot falling short several hundred yards, and having called Richardson's attention to thiel fagthwashat

he wished to save the battery as much as possible, in order that it might advance with his division at a signal then expected from Sumner. Whilérgthisuiaica
Graham, Richardson was mortally wounded by a ball of a spherical case from the battery enfilading Graham. After this Graham continued his érmsurtesfiv
and then, after losing 4 men killed, 5 severely wounded, 17 horses killed and 6 severely wounded, withdrew 200 yards under cover of the ridgecti®raivam's a
in plain view from McClellan's headquarters and is described by Colonel Strother of the staff: "About this time, one of the handsomest exhibitgori/afigich
occurred during the day. A battery of ours was seen entering the field in the vicinity of Richardson's Division. Moving at a walk and taking pasitiottydapp
advance of our line, it opened fire at short range, and maintained its ground for half an hour under the concentrated fire of at least 40 guns ofAbéteyemy.
moved in with the greatest deliberation | saw a number of shells and overthrow men and horses, and during the combat the battery sometimes apgesited cove
the dust and smoke of the enemy's bursting shells. Unable to sustain the unequal contest they at length withdrew to shelter, and then we saminmttiebeetu
ground to bring off the wounded in blankets, and to remove the limbers of two guns, the horses of which had been killed. (?) The affair was observed from
headquarters with the greatest interest, and elicited the warmest commendation.”

The Confederate batteries engaging Graham were those of Miller in the orchard, the Donaldsonville artillery, near the hay stacks beyond #erdadersto
Hardaway's, and Carter's Battery and others, of D.H. Hill's Division, and Cutts' Battalion. Captain Carter saysetienmdan order from General Rodes to plant
my battery on the left of the Hagerstown road near the Donaldsonville Artillery. With the consent of General Lee, | at once moved my battery tol thisgctiimg

it | found several batteries engaged in driving off a Yankee battery (Graham's) posted near the spot occupied in the morning by my two howitzems aiyrtzatt
took part in this fire, and continued firing until the battery was withdrawn. There was at this time a pause in the engagement.”

Soon after the withdrawal of Graham's Battery, D.H. Hill advanced his skirmishers to the upper part of the orchard and into the cornfield on ttiéeftight an

Although Richardson's Division had been withdrawn to the cover of the crest, upon which it had begun its engagement, the center of the Confdugddig line
D.H. Hill and Longstreet, was still menaced by Franklin's Sixth Corps. Brooks' Vermont brigade had relieved French's Division and was fresi sttacy and

on Brooks' right was Irwin's Brigade. Both were in good condition and liable at any moment to be launched upon the Confederates, very much disargalhzed
demoralized, some of them out of ammunition, and not able to resist a serious onset of infantry. Part of Hill's and R.H. Anderson's divisions eceer whties
ridge from Piper's barn to the Hagerstown road, and along the stone fences of the road, while on their left, filling thinly the space to the sotrh \Adese Woods,
was Colonel Cooke with the 27th North Carolina, 3rd Arkansas and the small remnant of Cobb's Brigade. Cooke was confronting Irwin's Brigade and out of
ammunition, and to repeated requests for it Longstreet replied that he had none to give him and that he must hold his position with the bayoeésdyangstre
"Cooke stood with his empty guns, and waved his colors to show that his troops were in position."

The Union troops engaged in the struggle for the Sunken Road numbered about 10,000 men; French's Cividamd Richardson's of 4,300. The Confederates
opposing these were G.B. Anderson's Brigad&laf4 men; Rodes' of 550, remnants of Colquitt about 200, G.T. Anderson's Brigade of aboutoh® Brigade of
398, the 27th North Carolina, 325, the 3rd Arkansas 350, and R.H. Anderson's Division, wittiésyaexcluding Armistead's Brigade34000--in all, with atillery,
about 7,200 men, not including the artillery belonging to other organizations than D.H. Hill and R.H. Anderson. The Union Loss in French's Dsvisib yim
Richardson's Division 1161, in all 2911 for the two divisions, to which must be added the loss in Graham's Battéitgdafdk5 wounded, making an aggregate of
2920, 29 per cent of the number engaged.

The Confederate loss was 1243 in the five brigades atil&grof R.H. Anderson's Division, 156 in Cobb's Brigade, 217 in the 3rd Arkansas, about 150 in the 27th
North Carolina, 50 in G.T. Anderson's Brigade; 203 in Rodes' Brigade; 475 in G.B. Anderson's Brigade and about 50 in the remnant of ColquitfhBrigade.
batteries in D.H. Hill's Division lost about 30 men. The aggrega2&i&4 or about 30 1/2 per cent of those engaged. Some of R.H. Anderson's regiments suffered a
loss of over 50 per cent, the 16th Mississippi over 63 per cent, and the 3rd Arkansas of Manning's Brigade, Walker's Division, lost 62 per cent.

The Dunkard Church: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
THE DUNKARD CHURCH

11 AMto 1 PM

by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 19)

Once more we return to the Dunkard Church, which we left at 11 a.m. At that hour the divisions of the First Corps and Sedgwick's Division of the Second were
rallying in support of the artillery of the artillery on the Poffenberger hill. Hoffman's Brigade which, with two guns of Cooper's Battery, hadddodhe crossroad
leading to the Potomac, and assisted greatly in checking McLaws' pursuit, remained in this position about half an hour "when a large cavalrgérgassisgin
rear of a narrow strip of woods" evidently intending to attack the brigade in flank; on the right a heavy body of infantry much larger than his twigedeupbn

which Hoffman retired to the small cornfield across the Hagerstown road, where he could command the open field west of the road. He was soonetelgred to th
where he remained until late in the afternoon, when Sumner ordered him to join his division, "just below the crest of a hiiftiedlidtely "in rear of a long line of
artillery.”

Williams' Division of the Twelfth Corps was holding the East Woods and supporting the batteries of Woodruff, Cothran, Knap, Bruen and Frank, e/iichewer
open fields in front of the woods, and Greene's five regiments were in the West Woods to the rear and left of the church. Soon after 11 o'clock thexfisgih New J
moving from the East Woods through the batteries and over the open ground south of the cornfield, entered the West Woods at the church, andtrebedettthe 5
Ohio; these two small, gallant regiments, much reduced in numbers and out entirely out of ammunition, retiring to the plateau east of the roaylyejberetihe
66th Ohio, which, with the 102nd New York, had been left near Thompkins' guns. Soon after this the Purnell Legioor@00fsBoodrich's Brigade, which had
been supporting th&€24th Pennsylvania, near the Hagerstown road, entered the Véestsviind formed line to the right of the church and about 90 yards beyond it,
but not as far advanced as, nor forming close connection with, the 13th New Jersey. These regiments were sent Greene in response to his ungemiresgoest fo
to hold his important position; he had asked a much larger force, but Williams could not spare it, and an appeal to Sumneragassiot, swr could he succeed in
recalling Goodrich's Brigade for the purpose. It will Benembered that when Manning's Brigade made its charge against Greeitiels, losioved in such a way as

to be almost entirely covered from the fire of Woodruff's Battery by the peculiar conformation of the ground, Woodruff found it impracticablestrahiziog want
oftime and the fact that, while protecting one flank he should expose the other, and being without infantry support, his only course was to fait B4k ydoas to
the edge of the East Woods, his left gun sweeping the Smoketown road. Here he was supported on the right and could protect his left. After firingpdition thfis
few rounds down the road, in the direction of the church, and, observing that Manning's attack had been repulsed, Woodruff retired and was etiened bitB
U.S. Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Evan Thomas. Thomas, who had been halted in the East Woods, ran his right section to the front and art,itleposit
advanced his other guns, the left close to the Smoketown road, and the entire battery remained some time without firing a shot. About the timetinéabdruff r
Cothran moved his battery back a few yards and Thomas formed on his left but not closely connecting. The 107th NewpéotingsGothran, fell back to the edge
of the woods. For a short time Knap's Battery remained in the southeast corner of the corn on Cothran's right and rear.

As it neared 12 o'clock Thompkins' Battery, running out of ammunition, was relieved by Battery G, 1st Rhode Island, Captain Charles C. Owengeantb thiehd
position from which it had advanced early in the morning. It is doubtful that any battery on the field did more solid and effective work than Thargukins. |
position on the plateau, opposite the church, at a most critical moment, contributed largely to the repulse of Kershaw and Manning; aided exdhRodpsls
attack on French; opened an effective and demoralizing fire upon R.H. Anderson's infantry as it approached the field, swept the Piper coenfiilid withdt as it
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went through it, and silenced some of its artillery. During a great part of the time engaged it had very little infantry support and was exposelt oo dime rig
enfilading fire from the Confederate infantry. It expended 83 rounds of canister, 68 rounds of solid shot; 427 rounds of shell and 454 roundsteflc@82 sh
rounds in all. With the exceptions of the shots fired at a battery on its right, which was hidden by a ridge, every shot was fired at a visible enemyoihiedun
with care, and the accuracy of aim and length of fuse noted. It loss was 4 killed and 15 wounded.

the night of the 16th Owen's Battery bivouacked a short distance east of the Smoketown road, near Mansfield's Corps, and about a mile and a qtrémeEasbrth
Woods; in the morning of the 17th it moved to the left and front in search of some position where it could be used to advantage and about 9.30 a.ougiatsed thr
East Woods and was about to take position in the field south of the Smoketown road wh2btth@ennsylvania and 34th New York came retreating from the
Dunkard Church, upon which Owens took position behind the burning Mumma buildings and reported to Major Clarke, Sumner's chief of artillerg, fOlaokeée

had already more batteries than could be used and directed Owens to get his battery under cover, and it was moved to the open ground behind thedidmma's orc
where it remained until ordered to relieve Thompkins. It went forward and immediately engaged a battery a mile distant, in the direction of Stvaipkiwag

pouring in a heavy fire. In about twenty minutes the Confederate was silenced and Owens ceased firing. About 11:30 a.m., the advance of the iFddOotps arr

left the 6th Corps and Couch's Division in Pleasant Valley, where they remained on the 15th and 16th. During the night of the 16th Franklin ressivedawele
toward Keedysville in the morning with his two divisions, and to leave Couch to occupy Maryland Heights. Leavi@d shélew York to guard Crampton's Gap,

bury the dead and care for the wounded, Franklin started at 6 a.m. of the 17th, Smith's Division in advance. Smith marched through Rohrers\dli8haribebalg
road, thence to the nose of Elk Ridge, where he was met by an order of McClellan to mass his division near army headquarters, upon which he left thelroad on w
he had been marching, struck across the fields and massed his command alongside of the Keedysville and Sharpsburg road not far from heagdoattppmniead
the attack on the right or the left as required. McClellan says: "It was first intended to keep this corps in reserve on the east side of the Aneetdenptoeifmer

flank or on the center, as circumstances might require, but on nearing Keedysville the strong opposition on the right, developed by the attamkaraf Hooiner,
rendered it necessary at once to send this corps to the assistance of the right wing." Smith massed his division at the road about 10 a.m. In awhsrortieretie

to form his division to command the ford by which Sumner had crossed the Antietam, and shortly after was ordered to cross the creek and occupyagdoint in re
where it was supposed the Union right was engaged. Smith went down the hill to the right of the Pry house, crossed the Antietam by the ford and cormk up in rea
Sumner's right about 11 a.m., and was ordered to form his division in rear of the batteries on the extreme right. The division was then behindgmaftdtbe ri

East Woods. Before forming his division Smith was informed by Lieutenant Colonel Taylor of Sumner's staff, that a battery on the right centerpuaedrsog
ordered two regiments of Hancock's Brigade to its support. Shortly after, on visiting the ground, he ordered the remaining regiments andsworbatterte the
threatened point. The two batteries here referred to were the 1st New York, Captain Andrew Cowan and Battery B, Maryland Light Artillery, LibetzfanetJ.
Vanneman. Cowan went through the East Woods and took position in the grass field east of D.R. Miller's and north of the cornfield, the same fibihdeupie

the day by the batteries of Stewart, Ransom, Thompson and Matthews. Vanneman's Battery relieved Knap's, which was moving to the left; two gtims going up
Smoketown road to the Dunkard Church, where we shall soon follow them. Hancock's disposition of his troops is shown in his official report: (Hepa&tiasma
paragraph from OR's: "Arriving on the ground, the regiments of my brigade... ...and at canister distance therefrom.")

Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward into the corn, who came under fire of those of the enemy, lying behind the fences of the Hagerstauheo&dRan

Miller house and enclosures were occupied by detachments from the command. Very soon the Confederate placed two batteries in front of the West Woods, t
infantry in the edge of it in support, and opened a heavy fire with shell, round shot, shrapnel, and grape, and Hancock called upon Sumner fanzerdtter reg

place in the woods on his extreme right. The 20th Massachusetts was given him by Howard and posted in the west edge of the north part of the Eastpébods in sup
to a battery in its front. After a severe cannonade, the skirmishers assisting, the two batteries were silenced by Cowan's, Frank's, Vannethansanuh§and
withdrawn from that part of the field. Hancock's loss, in infantry, was very slight, but the batteries net some losses in men and horses.

To the left of Hancock's line was Evan Thomas's Battery of the Second Corps; Knap was taking position with four guns on Thomas's right, betweenthiamand Co
Ayers' Battery (F, 5th U.S.), under command of Lieutenant Leonard Martin, was going forward to position on Thomas's left, and Smith was formiBgigagato
support these batteries and extend Hancock's left, when circumstances demanded more active duty, and, leaving Smith for a moment, we retatth® Greene
Dunkard Church.

The left of Greene's line, held by two small companies of the 102nd New York, the 3rd Maryland and 111th Pennsylvania, was at the south fence of thdd/Vest Wo
168 yards to the left of the church, all facing south and all engaged in sharp skirmishing with the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas. On the ithtrofvids

the 28th Pennsylvania, now 300 strong, a part of its left facing south, but the greater part of the regiment facing southwest, and firing intodhgoarn an
skirmishers who made their appearance in the woods in its front and to the right. On the right of the 28th Pennsylvania was the 13th New Jersey @ading wes
firing obliquely to the left, into the corn, and to the front and right upon some skirmishers in the woods; its center was opposite to and about ¥30 gfits w
church. To the right and about 80 yards in rear of the 13th New Jersey was the Purnell Legion of about 200 men. The left of this regiment rested tthide right o
church and about 90 yards beyond it, and faced a little north of west. In all Greene hadl a3b0umen from four different brigades of the Twelfth Corps. When he
entered the woods at 10:30 a.m., Greene supposed that Sedgwick was still in the woods to his right and front, and knew not to the contrary, neatigékeevhol
was in them, but he knew there was a wide interval on his right and it was to fill this interval that he had called urgently for reinforcements, allyedinzavéred

by sending him the 13th New Jersey and Purnell Legion. Soon after taking position on Greene's right the colonel of the 13th New Jersey, findimgetisafiaink
knowing from his experience and that of the 2nd Massachusetts, on the Hagerstown road, about an hour before, that the enemy were near his rsgagsént a me
Greene, who was on the extreme left, that his flank was exposed to the enemy, who were not far from his right. When this message was communicateel to Greene
replied: "Tell your colonel not to be uneasy about his flank, the whole of Sedgwick's Division is in the woods on his right." And Greene had goodhiason fo
belief; he had not been informed of Sedgwick's repulse; he, himself, had repulsed two brigades of McLaws' right; he had seen Barksdale's BrigSdattthe 3
Carolina, and a stream of stragglers going through the woods to seek shelter beyond them; there was a cessation of infantry fire on the right|uedet! treattine
whole Confederate line had been repulsed. Men were now seen moving off toward the right, recognized as Confederates, and the adjutant of theseégtwadew Je
sent to Greene with the information and with the further information that the colonel of the regiment was thoroughly convinced, absolutelyleiigethiaal

position supposed to be held by Sedgwick, was, in fact, held by the enemy. This brought Greene to the right; he made a hurried examination of ithegpedition
that Sedgwick was on the right, told the colonel that he was surely mistaken in the idea that the enemy were in the woods, on the right, and gavdessirigent o
the men should under no circumstances be permitted to fire to the right. After informing the colonel that the greatest danger was on the lefingihrdiodatep

up an oblique fire in that direction, into the corn, and upon anything seen directly in front. Greene rode to the left, when an officer of the campe staftc whom

he stated that the officers on his right were laboring under the delusion that Sedgwick had been driven from the woods. "Why, yes, General,"waglifieyep!
know it." Greene's response was more picturesquely (sulfurous?) than polite. As Greene says: "The position of the division in the advanced svpauiiges v

(?) We were in advance of our lines. (?) Guns were sent for...and | sought ceimfemts from Gener&Villiams. None were at the time available." He was separated
from French, on the left, by an interval of nearly 600 yards, filled only by Thompkins' Battery, supported by about 300 infantry, most of whom hed éxgend
ammunition, and the nearest troops on his right were those of Williams' Division, the nearest of whom, were a half mile in his rear.

Meanwhile Confederate skirmishers were advancing, a company each of the 30th Virginia and 46th North Carolina, on the front and on the rigte, ughesavin
were driven back by the 28th Pennsylvania and 13th New Jersey, and immediately thereafter the commanding officer of the Purnell Legion, semisttenetekir

the right, who, going but a few yards, saw a regiment--the 49th North Carolina--lying down in the woods, well concealed, very near the right agdricbat, b

ravine, and where it had lain the entire time that Greene was in the woods; and other troops were seen moving steadily and closing up on the lefeot thiis reg

was about this time that the two guns Greene had just sent for were being placed in position in the woods near the church. It was little after tealfthast elev
Lieutenant C.T. Greene, son and aid to the general, rode up to Knap with orders to advance two guns towards the church to assist in holding theewants. Lieu
James C. McGill was sent with the right section. He passed from the cornfield and along the west edge of the East Woods to and across the Smokeitagvn road, ta
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position on the high open ground opposite the church, when Lieutenant Colonel Tyndale came up and ordered him into the woods beyond the chigelthéo dislo

27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas from the cornfield, to which order McGill mad an earnest protest, stating, among other reasons, that tldgueasipul

captured if a charge should be made and any of the horses shot. Tyndale insisted; McGill replied that the woods was no place for artillery in thec&adedof co

infantry, but that he would obey orders. As the high post and rail fences of the Hagerstown road were obstacles to an advance directly to thelfnoowelllb@dk

into the Smoketown road and down it to the church, and thence about 100 yards down the Hagerstown road. One gun went into the woods a short ditence and hal
the other remaining on the road, while McGill awaited more specific orders as to where his fire should be directed. At this time the limbs and efaitieg ofé

the trees from the fire of the Confederate artillery and to the left was the cornfield, bounded by a fence skirted with trees, and concealed nithihéetadbcorn

were the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas, who were annoying the infantry in the woods.

Tyndale called McGill's attention to a group of hemsen and some dismounted officers gathered on a slight elevation southwest of the church, and remarked, “just
take my glass lieutenant and you can see them." McGill looked a moment, returned the glass, went to his advanced gun, moved it a short distamoeital irising g
the woods and ordered it to unlimber, when the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas, rose up from behind the cornfield fence and with a yell, peyetdhevoll
gun, two horses were shot, one cannoneer was killed and another wounded, a cannon shot cut the limb of a tree, which, falling on the pole teangnsemasl the h
the ground, several infantrymen rushed to assist in extricating the gun, when on the extreme right there was a crash of musketry and a wild yetlaam& at th
moment Colonel Cooke, with his two regiments, charged on the left and the gun was abandoned and lost, the only gun ever lost by the Twelfth Corps in action
Fortunately the second gun was still in the road and not yet unlimbered. It fired as it fell back, at the pursuing enemy, and quickly made its waykedine Smo
road and rejoined its battery.

This simultaneous charge of Ransom and Cooke, on either flank of Greene's line

was not a concerted one, directed to be made at the same moment. Ransom, without orders charge to capture the guns, and Cooke, when he saw thetguns coming i
position had justeceived orders from Longstreet, who was engaged at the Sunken Road, to charge in conjunction with Cobb's Brigade on his right, on the flank of
French's Division. These two movements on Greene's flanks require separate treatment.

There are always two sides to a fight, and we must now look into the Confederate lines as they appeared immediately proceeding the events adodatringted,

hour Greene was attacked on both flanks, which was about quarter past twelve. Kershaw's and Barksdale's brigades, which had fallen backheéetdstill in

beyond the West Woods, under cover of rock- ledges, stone and rail fences, and Semmes was near them, and, on their left, in the same open groQtid, were the 3
Virginia, 46th and 48th North Carolina of Manning's Brigade, the 46th North Carolina being at the west fence of the woods. The 27th North Caralihalams3s
were in line south of the woods opposing Greene, and Cobb's Brigade was on their right, opposite the mouth of the Sunken Road. Three regimergs of Ransom'
Brigade were under cover of the long rock ledge at the edge of the middle body of the West Woods, nearly parallel to and about 225 yards from therdadgerstown
which they faced. Early's Brigade was to their left, and Armistead was to the left and rear of Early. Armistead's Brigade belonged to R.H. Andsimonacid

as a rear guard to the infantry, and was last of the command to cross the Potomac, and not in the attack made by McLaws, although it had been desached from it
division to join him. As it approached Hauser's it came under heavy artillery fire, by which Captain W.G. Pollard, commanding 53rd Virginia, shasdialfiew

men wounded. It formed line east of Hauser's and moved into the West Woods, in the rear of Ransom'’s Brigade. The adjutant of the 35th North Carolina was se
pilot it into position, and as it entered the woods Armistead was wounded in the foot by a rolling ball: "He saw the ball as it came rolling down thedilll aave
moved out of its course with all care, but, probably thinking it a shell and likely to explode, stood as one transfixed and did not move his foot ot Ghareselas

a severe artillery fire at the time and some confusion in the ranks, Colonel J.G. Hodges, 14th Virginia, assumed command and led the Brigadehieréhét lefok

the position held by Early, who moved to the right on the edge of the plateau facing the Harper's Ferry road, and on Ransom's left. Armistead caoen afierery s
McLaws had fallen back, did not become engaged, but suffered some from artillery fire. Stuart, with cavalry, artillery, and the 13th VirginiaNornth22#rolina,

was on the extreme left, where he had been checked, awaiting ceinfents that Jackson had promised to renew thiée biood's Division and Hays' Brigade,

having replenished ammunition and partaken of some food, were approaching the West Woods to take position in them about midway west of the church.

But before Hood arrived there was no Confederate line in the woods immediately west of the church and there was a wide gap, which was now sieedytiiyto be f
the 46th North Carolina and a company of the 30th Virginia. It will be remembered that when Greene crossed the Hagerstown road the 46th North sCixiadina wa
clear out of the woods. Here Colonel Hall was met by General Jackson, who ordered him to report to McLaws, by whom he was ordered to endeavor to hold the
woods at all hazards. He then "advanced in line of battle to the edge of the woods, which was by this time filled with the enemy, and placed the iiediment beh
ledge of rocks, throwing out company A and the company from the 30th Virginia as skirmishers."

The company from the 30th Virginia was commanded by Captain (?) Hudgins and was not with the regiment in its disastrous charge across the Hafjeastown roa
the church, having been left on picket near Snavely's Ford. When relieved and rejoining its regiment it was assigned as a support to a battemgered thentte

West Woods, deployed as sharpshooters, with orders if pressed by heavy line to fall back on the 46th North Carolina. Hudgins with his companycdtioethe one
46th North Carolina advanced and were met by such a severe fire from the 28th Pennsylvania and 13th New Jersey, by which many of their men were killed and
wounded, that they fell back on the 46th North Carolina, "sheltered under a ledge of rock along the rear slope of the hill in the woods and at thef theshedge o

Just before these men went back Colonel M.W. Ransom, 35th North Carolina, saw McGill with his two guns go from the Smoketown road into the Hagératown roa
the church, and came to the quick conclusion to capture them. At this time General Ransom, in command of the brigade, had gone to the left to tedidithe 24t
Carolina, which was with Stuart, and Colonel Ransom was in temporary command of the brigade--the 25th, 35th and 49th North Carolina. The twarrdggments

left of the brigade were behind the ledge in the edge of the middle woods and looking over the open ground west of the Hagerstown road, across aleish Barksd
Brigade and the 3rd South Carolina had charges, the 49th North Carolina, on the right, was in the woods on a sloping hill side, well protected bgldeearatk |
concealed by the foliage of the woods. Ransom ordered the 49th North Carolina to file down to the ravine, then change front forward on first contzagg, fand

the church, the two regiments on the left to close in on the 49th and follow its movements; all of which was instantly done.

On level ground everything could be seen through the woods, but on the side hills and in the ravine the foliage of the tree tops was so dense thalchibthéegnco
beyond the ravine, so that the 49th North Carolina was not seen by the 13th New Jersey and Purnell Legion until its right was nearly at the lowestfdepressi
ravine, and its entire line was changing front forward on first company. When this was seen the three right companies of the 13th New Jersey wekesgwung ba
nearly a right angle to their former position but, even now, so impressed were the officers of the regiment by Greene's warning, and he had nittarautioned
otherwise, that the adjutant, immediately followed by an officer of the Purnell Legion, went forward to get a closer view and determine whetherftiengser
enemies, for their uniforms could not be distinguished.

The same intensity possessed the Confederates. When Ransom ordered the movement it was for the purpose of caifitsigngd/aGhe church, and he appears

not to have been aware that there was any infantry between him and the church, although he must have seen the 13th New Jersey and Purnell Legamusenter the w
at the church. Be this as it may, when the right of the 49th North Carolina came to a halt, and began to change front to make a charge for the gunsighegdvere su
to see infantry in their front, and at the same time that the officers of the Union line were going forward to determine who the 49th North Carolirmeoffeerst

of the 49th were sent out to ascertain who the Purnell Legion and the Jersey men were, but before any of them returned a simultaneous fire waslopites] on bot

as though done by one order. The 49th North Carolina without waiting to complete its change of front, after the right had fired two volleys, chdirgetly fmt

the church, as at first intended, but, descending into the ravine, where it was under partial cover, made directly for the right and flank of thegrannethich fire

three or four volleys and retreated out of the woods and across the Hagerstown road. Lieutenant Colonel Simpson reports: “the enemy appeagiedingoverwh
numbers and compelled it to retire." The 13th New Jersey followed the Purnell Legion. It fired two or three volleys; its right was pressed by ttergthdfiorth
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Carolina, the left of that regiment was gaining its rear, and it retreated from the woods and across the road; the commanding officer repodské&bargtfie right
the whole brigade was obliged to retire." The 28th Pennsylvania come under the fire of this flank attack, but, perceiving the retreat of thesnogipsao dit
hearing the Confederate yell in its rear and to the right, and feeling the pressure on its left, also, fell back out of the woods, followed by enéiytafhghajor
Raphael, commanding the regiment, reports that "the overwhelming force of the enemy, advancing in three columns on our right, left, and ¢enteg, threa
annihilation to the small force in that position" compelled him to retire, and General Greene, referring to his whole command, reports: "the amenyiadarge
force, threatening to engulf the small command, they were forced to retire."

The 49th North Carolina, closely supported by a part of the 35th on its left, following closely the left of the retreating troops, reached the Rlagacsatvout 130

yards north of the church and continued fire on the retreating troops as they went over the plateau opposite the church, and upon McGill, whuo,gbgigarfro

south of the church, was retiring with one gun and two caissons down the Smoketown road. Some of the North Carolina men had crossed the road, bdythe main b
had halted at a barricade at the edge of the woods, when Cothran's and Knap's guns, ten in all, opened upon them with a most savage fire, thietyeeidiseartil
regiment ever experienced, which ploughed up the ground around them, killing and wounding many officers and men, and it fell back into the wduelkeénd to t

Some of Greene's men retreated across the road north of the church; the greater part of them crossed south of the church, and officers of evesfiprasieo made
check the retreat on the plateau, where Greene had so successfully repulsed Kershaw and Manning, but effort availed nothing, the retreatiteshenBtstie
Woods. Colonel Cooke with his two regiments, supported on the right by Cobb's Brigade, pursuing closely on the left flank and in the rear, thinefasffarsas
the Mumma place. Owens' Rhode Island battery, which, twenty minutes before had relieved Thompkins, had just ceased firing in the directionnof &ftpsb
Sunken Road, was involved in the retreat. Owens was about to proceed toward the brow of the hill to engage the enemy's infantry, then in plaihatght from t
position, beyond the Sunken Road and around the Piper barn, when, he says: "A noise from my right attracted my attention, and | saw our infagtity retreati
disorder toward me, and then about 150 yards off, and closely pursued by the rebels. | limbered up quickly and started on a trot into the roactdeatimglutre
ruins (Mumma's), and when the last caisson left the ground the enemy were close upon us."

When the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas first took position south of the Dunkard Church woods, they were on line of fence parallel to thewoods; aft
skirmishing with Greene some time, all, save a few sharpshooters on the left, were drawn back about 20 paces in the corn and the right thrown bagthon a line
Cobb's Brigade and the end of the Sunken Road. The sharpshooters on the left kept up a lively fire upon Greene's men in the woods and the right g@hkyjaged Thom
Battery, which replied with an annoying fire of canister and shell. The regiments had been in this position about half an hour when Tyndale ordegedsta t
Knap's Battery into the woods south of the church. Colonel Cooke, who was observing the movement, ordered the four left companies up to the éeteé and dir
them to fire at the two guns, both plainly seen, and particularly at the advanced gun and the horses. At the first fire the horses and some of themtnfalere se
and the infantry which had been moved to support the gun, showed signs of wavering, and at this moment came Longstreet's order to charge, iritbonnection w
Cobb's Brigade and D.H. Hill's command, upon the flank of French's Division. Cooke ordered the charge and the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Adaitisas leap
fence and made for the guns; McGill, who had one gun in the road, unlimbered, fired as it fell back, past the church, and narrowly escaped capttirélbytthe 49
Carolina, as it turned into the Smoketown road. The charging line had not proceeded over 50 yards when it was seen that one gun had escaped asichérat Greene
were crossing the road and retreating over the plateau, upon which Cooke, leaving the abandoned gun to his left, changed direction slightty atodtheuigued
Greene, keeping up a running fire and taking some prisoners. In the pursuit the color bearers of the two regiments forged ahead of the line sand Cathace
cautioned the bearer of his own colors to go slower as the regiment could not keep up with him, which brought the happy response: "Colonel, t akdfsatha
fellow got ahead of men." It was in such rapid pursuit as this that Cooke reached the crest of the plateau; saw that Greene's men had reachedtiiergpver of ar
which now opened upon him, and that he, himself, had gone entirely too far to the left, upon which he wheeled to the right, crossed the fences offdiandha’s la
entered the cornfield in rear of where French's right had been but was now fronting him. Just before the line reached the lane Captains Adams and Graham,
commanding the left companies of the 27th North Carolina, observed some officers and men behind the hay or grain stacks near Mumma's and nigabldreuicki
left and captured them; ordering them to the rear,they double-quicked back to their commands, which had then reached the middle of the coenrfielicakdde
Immediately in front, behind a ledge, were Kimball's men, who had changed front; on their left front were three regiments of Brooke's BrigadeyiBeithevé 1 st
and 64th New York, was coming into position on their right front and some of Irwin's Brigade skirmishers appeared and opened fire on the left flamk. The t
regiments fell back, at a double- quick, Irwin's Brigade at their heels and on their flank, firing into them, killing and wounding many. They wererlreezicly the
same ground of their advance, to the position from which they had advanced and, with the few cartridges remaining, assisted in checking Ityirfitchudglinot
reach the Hagerstown road. One half of the officers and men of the two regiments had fallen.

Cobb's Brigade supported Colonel Cooke's right. By its action earlier in the day it had been reduced to about 250 men. It had been advanced froaf the mouth
Sunken Road to the board fences of Mumma's Lane , striking the fences just south of the cornfield and came under the fire of the 61st and 64th NevgsYaak. Its |
heavy; when the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas fell back it was left without support, and was ordered back. Colonel McRae, commanding tepdstigade
that it left the field with not more than 50 of the 250 men. It fell back across the Hagerstown road and joined the right of Cooke's command, remajringlwith
relieved about 3 p.m. As Greene's men retreated to the East Woods, General Smith was about to form Irwin's Brigade on Hancock's left, when ithtlaatdbserve
enemy was advancing and that Evan Thomas had turned his guns to the left upon the 27th North Carolina and 3rd Arkansas, opening with spheridamress upon t
they crossed the crest of the plateau, and then with canister upon the two left companies of the 27th North Carolina as they approached thebgraiastaeks,

have seen, these two companies quickly fell back and joined their regiment in the Mumma cornfield. The 7th Maine, 20th and 49th New York were ittldine of ba
with the 33rd and 77th New York as skirmishers on the right. The 20th New York was the largest regiment in the brigade and led the advance, the 49timNew York
echelon, on its right, and the 7th Maine, in echelon, on its left. The 20th New York cleared the East Woods and went forward, south of the Smoketdfime®gad, i
line, General Smith, Colonel Vegesack and his field officers, riding close behind and pushing it on in the most spirited manner, the Confedshats &kiling

rapidly back. Under Smith's order the regiment was to halt under cover of the crest that had sheltered Greene earlier in the day, but, in the aitdthveofimzirs

passed the crest and immediately came under fire of Cooke's infantry and a 4 gun battery south of the church, which opened with canister inflagsd treich
regiment was quickly recalled and ordered to lie down under cover, and the 49th New York came up and lay down on its right. The 7th Maine, movingaon echelon
the left, charged a body of Confederates at the Roulette buildings, drove it out with the loss of 12 men, and double-quicked to the left of the 20th jdauny ar

just as it halted, and lay down on its left. Irwin had ordered the 33rd and 77th New York to advance on the right as skirmishers; from some misumdaestandin
both went forward by the right flank, passed through Thomas' Battery, and, as they neared the church, the 33rd on the right of the Smoketown r@téd@mnidshe 7
left. The 49th North Carolina, supported by the 35th, which had fallen to the left and rear out of range of the batteries, seeing them comingj thecailpie

barricade from which it had been driven, and poured a volley upon both regiments which "staggered them and threw both into momentary confuseys'itIrwin

was "a severe and unexpected volley from the woods on the right, struck full on the 77th and 33rd New York, which staggered them for a moment, edttpey clos
and faced by the rear rank, and poured in a close and scorching fire driving back the enemy." Lieutenant Colonel (Corning?), commanding 33rd é&pants/ork, r
that he "received orders from the commanding divisional general to support the right, and was ordered to march near the woods in front." His segiotdninma
marching by the right flank and: "when near the woods the enemy suddenly and unexpectedly opened a heavy fire from their infantry who were in thie woods. T
sudden and unexpected attack caused a momentary unsteadiness in the ranks, which was quickly rectified. The battalion faced by the rear nedklen@irestur
when, by order of the commanding general, the regiment retired a short distance, under cover of a ridge." Captain Babcock, 77th New York, veesed fiost or
support the 33rd New York, but while advancing, was ordered to the front “for the purpose of cutting off the flying enemy, already routed by theIbfiatie,

and while endeavoring to execute this order the position became critical and most of the casualties occurred, "a large force of the enemy" atteariginiguoler
cover of the woods, and were about to cut us off from the rest of the command, “when the danger was discovered and the regiment ordered to fall kackfo the co
a hill about 50 yards (sic). Babcock says his men "only wavered a moment" and then retired and reformed in good order, "after delivering twodvetllidiystte

into nearly if not quite a brigade of the enemy, so near the right of the regiment that "you could see the white of their eyes at the time of retiriogéginetis

had come up a hill to the right of the church, and Smith says: "At this point a severe flank fire from the woods was.redeickethrew both regiments slightly into
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confusion. They were immediatelylliad by their officers and faced by the rear rank, and ordered to lie down behind the crest of a slope facing towards the the
woods. The rest of the brigade was ordered to form behind a crest at right angles to the other, facing to their proper front."

A section of Owens' Rhode Island battery accompanied the advance of Irwin's Brigade. The battery when swept from position by Greene's men, haitdced few
yards in rear and, after replenishing ammunition, Owen "took the pieces alone of the right section and proceeded up behind the advance thaeldetoaitiiee f
infantry was quite unsteady on the right and broke a second time" and not deeming it prudent to risk his guns under such circumstances, he witiaited @nd re
Sumner.

It was the impression, if not the understanding, among the officers of Irwin's Brigade that they were to retake the woods at the church, and thisheieed bgs
General Franklin, who in his testimony before the committee on the Conduct of the War, said: "General Smith made a charge with this brigade omnghe advanc
enemy, and after a severe musketry fire of fifteen or twenty minutes drove them back into the woods. He attempted to follow them into the woodst bytavas me
fire from a superior force in the woods, and halted just this side of the crest of the hill, where his troops were screened from that fire."

On the contrary, General Smith says, in a letter writt@e@&nber 151897, that he never contemplated a mment into the woods, that when he had cleared the front
of the enemy's skirmishers, and put the 20th and 49th New York under cover of the crest of the hill, near the church, he had done and without ordesstailihe ha
to do; that he did not see Irwin and the other three regiments of the brigade and supposed he had intimated to a staff officer, that, when Irwin casmoupkee w
position behind the crest to the left of the two regiments he had put into position. In view of teiestatand the fact that "Baldy" Smith was too good a soldier to

put any part of his command in close action by the flank, we must conclude that the responsibility rests upon Irwin, who, as events proved lateslvothe daly
have been entrusted with any responsibility.

As soon as Irwin's Brigade was formed and ordered to lie down, skirmishers were thrown out to the crest of the hill along its front. A Confederatévaatdy

and played with severity along the flank of the brigade and through the line of the 20th New York, which from the nature of the ground was compeieitisto refu

left, and thus received the fire along its entire front. Irwin says: "Sharpshooters from the woods to the right and to the extreme left also opsné&theibandi

canister swept from left to right. The practice of the enemy was rapid and very accurate, and in a short time the loss was very heavy and the raekbvetitumber
dead and wounded." Before the entire brigade had been established on the line held by Greene in the morning Smith sent for Brooks' Brigade tmegtas,a supp
without his knowledge or consent, it had been ordered by Sumner to support French. At first it was ordered to the support of Sedgwick on the elstreme right
before getting into position, French reported his ammunition exhausted and Brooks was ordered by Sumner to reinforce him, but, on gainirghErévecfos nid

the enemy had been checked and repulsed, and the brigade took position in the south edge of Mumma's cornfield 170 yards from and parallel to the.Sunken Ro
brought it on Irwin's left and the position was maintained until the close of the battle, the men lying on their arms and subjected to quite a gabiott) fnillery

and sharpshooters, causing numerous casualties.

Meanwhile Ayers' Battery (F, 5th U.S.), Lieutenant Leonard Martin, went into position 110 yards south of the Smoketown road, and near the sraedl, gréneze

it remained, substantially in the same position until the close of the battle, firing at intervals during the afternoon of the 17th, upon the &ihemyrsttee woods
around the church and in the field south of it. Irwin records that to the excellent service of this battery the safety of his brigade "may be largedip)itrguad that

"had it not checked the heavy fire from the batteries of the enemy, they would have destroyed the greater part of my command." Soon after Martirhisad taken
position Slocum's Division arrived and its artillery was put in position. Lieutenant E.B. Williston's Battery (D, 2nd U.S.) on Martin's righs, nigitit gun about 12
yards from the Smoketown road and 75 yards from Mumma's Lane and opened fire at the Dunkard church and the woods surrounding it, to drive therefrom the
Confederate sharpshooters, that were annoying Irwin. Battery A, Massachusetts Light Artillery, Captain Josiah Porter, relieved Thomas'tztteKHespivhich,

after the advance of Irwin's Brigade, had opened fire upon the woods north of the church, and, upon Slocum's arrival, had retired beyond the EagewtooHs.
position on Williston's right, north of the |Smoketown road and about 100 yards in front of the East Woods. Cothran's Battery, with its suppdintNee 10Grk,

was relieved by Battery A, Maryland Light Artillery, 8 guns, Captain John W. Wolcott, and retired to the fields beyond the East Woods. From theofiéldreas
Miller's to Mumma's house, there were now seven batteries--Cowan's, Frank's, Vanneman's, Wolcott's, Porter's, Williston's and Mar#itilsg-dggyags so

closely placed, that there was no room for more, and Hexamer's New Jersey battery was held in reserve, in a depression in the East Woods, nearthez8imoketo

Slocum had marched through Keedysville, crossed the Antietam by the upper bridge and it was about 12 o'clock, noon, when his advance reachiédilinéenfield.
batteries were being put in position Franklin, Slocum, and Smith were considering a charge upon the woods at the church. Newton's and T drbestést'g).e.,

brigades had come up and been formed beyond the woods and Bartlett's arrival was awaited to form a reserve, when it was found that Sumner hatétetained Bar
strengthen his own right, in place of Brooks', whom he had sent to Franklin. General Franklin says: "Immediately after its (Slocum's) arrivaltivigeafds

(Newton's and Torbert's) were formed in column, to carry the wood in the immediate vicinity of the white church. The other brigade (Bartlettisphdetédby

General Sumner to keep near his right. As this brigade was to form the reserve for the column of attack, | waited until it came up. About the sameakime Gener
Sumner arrived on the spot, and directed the attack to be postponed.... Shortly afterward the commanding general came to the position andt eenittbddhae
prudent to make the attack, our position on the right then being considerably in advance of what it had been in the morning."”

In the "Battles and Leaders of the Civil War" (Vol.Il, $97) Franklin writes: "While awiéing the arrival of Slocum, | went to the right, held by Sumner. | found him

at the head of his troops, but much depressed. He told me that his whole corps was exhausted and could do nothing more that day.... About 30®wgrds in its fr
across an open field, was a wood...strongly held by the enemy. The corps had been driven back from an attack on this wood with great loss. Whecu@eneral Slo
arrived | placed two brigades of his division on General Sumner's left and was awaiting the arrival of his third brigade, which was to be in resibevés@Vith
brigades | intended to make an attack on the woods referred to, and General Sumner was informed of my intention. The two brigades were ready &sitheve. Just
third brigade arrived, General Sumner rode up and directed me not to make the attack, giving as a reason for his order, that if | were defeatedlthéeight wo
entirely routed, mine being the only troops left on the right that had any life in them. Major Hammerstein, of McClellan's staff, was near, aned hégueshform
General McClellan of the state of affairs, and that | thought the attack ought to be made. Shortly afterward McClellan rode up, and, after hestenethits aft
Sumner and myself, decided that as the day had gone so well on the other parts of the line it would be unsafe to risk anything on the right. Of consewas adva
made by the division."

Palfrey says: "Wisely or unwisely, Sumner paralyzed the action of Franklin's Corps, first detaching from Smith and then from Slocum." But thi@lite sestes!

upon McClellan for staying Franklin's advance. There was yet time to make it when he came upon this part of the field. He says: "Toward the mideleobtie af
proceeding to the right, | found that Sumner's, Hooker's and Mansfield's Corps had met with serious losses. Several general officers hadftaartioafrédd
severely wounded, and the aspect of affairs was anything but promising. At the risk of greatly exposing our center, | ordered two brigadess$rGorgotter'
reinforce the right. General Sumner expressed the most decided opinion against another attempt during that day to assault the enemy'siipsisigoitidrs of

our troops were so scattered and demoralized. In view of these circumstances, after making changes in position of some of the troops, | difected the dif
commanders to hold their positions, and, being satisfied that this could be done without the assistance of the two brigades from the centegrdeniihieorder,
which was in course of execution."

After the abandonment of aggressive movem@fitljams' Division of the Twelfth Corps fell back into the East Woods and acted as a supportto Franklin's Corps.
Smith's Division retained its position, Newton's Brigade of Slocum's Division, formed on Hancock's left and supported the two Maryland hattettssINEw

Jersey brigade formed on Newton's left and on either side of the Smoketown road, supporting the batteries of Porter, Hexamer, Williston, and Béattett's
Brigade was, for the present, held in reserve.
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The remainder of the day was employed in collecting stragglers, straightening the line, filling the gaps in it and relieving batteries that hgdrbetitm by fresh
men. "The troops lay," writes Walker, "with the bodies of the Union and Confederate slain all around, in momentary readiness to move forwartiherothen
bustle of the staff presaged new combinations, or the movement of troops to fill the gaps in the little @fdmtaken to mean that hot work was at once to begin; at
intervals the artillery broke out in furious cannonading all along the line, or here and there two ambitious battery commanders tested theirangeafridehe

skill of their cannoneers in a duel across the crouching lines of infantry." Soon after Irwin had taken position under the crest of the platespposta he

Dunkard Church, a Confederate battery, south of the church, became very active in throwing shot and shell at the two regular batteries, soukieimiting &@do
and into the ranks of the New Jersey brigade supporting them, causing some casualties and much annoyance. The twedna¢ieiesitse to reach or silence it

and Hexamer's Battery was sent for and soon appeared. As he came up at a gallop, Hexamer said: "I'll silence that battery or cut down every trex'ifi tiee wood
other batteries ceased firing, Hexamer passed them a few yards and opened fire. For fifteen or twenty minutes he rained shot and shell into ahdatterynairith

it ceased to respond. He gave a few more shots and then withdrew amid the cheers of all who witnessed his fine practice.

Soon after this artillery duel, about 3 p.m., the 5th Maine and 16th New York of Bartlett's Brigade, then in second line in the edge of the East Woodesreucie
the left as a support to Irwin and to fill an interval between him and Brooks. When in position their left rested on the Mumma lane and a little to Br@oéal of
right. For the next hour there was comparative quiet on this part of the field, when about 4:30 p.m., quiet was broken by the rapid roar of artiketyeonehight,
bringing every infantryman to his feet and the cannoneers to their guns in anticipation of a Confederate advance. For the cause of this we miln& go inside
Confederate lines.

At the hour when McClellan and Sumner came to the conclusion that further offensive movements were inadvisable and that the right wing of thechremgaghoul
on the defensive, Lee had ordered an attack by Jackson on McClellan's right, in order to relieve his center from the pressure of Richardsortseatteektantg
movement of Pleasonton on the Boonsboro and Sharpsburg road, and Stuart was then massing tiéagirgndrinfantry for the purpose.

McLaws says that the enemy having abandoned their attempt to advance, he had an opportunity to examine the relative position of his own linehenehiatyof t
and soon "became convinced that we had nothing to gain by an advance of our troops." But Lee, Longstreet and Jackson had come to a different conclusion.
Longstreet does not refer to the matter in his official report, but elsewhere says: (Here Carman copies from Longstreet as follows: "At one smigay paint
center.... "...and abandoned his orders.")

Walker was with Ransom's Brigade when the order was brought from Longstreet, directing Ransom to advance and capture the Union battery inving flmegnHa
previously instructed by Jackson to hold his position in the woods until Stuart could turn the Union right and then advance, Walker directed Relagdimeto d
execution of Longstreet's order until he could see Longstreet. Walker's action was approved. This was about 3 o'clock. Ransom says: "Abouthbong&ieret

sent me word to take the battery in our front, and the order to advance was given, when General McLaws arrived and ordered me to postpone thergtédropt. Agai
2 or 3 o'clock, | received instructions to advance and take the batteries. Just at this time the enemy was observed to have massed a strong foateabsyatick
General Walker, having arrived, forbade the movement until he could communicate with General Longstreet, in person. Shortly afterward, oroelefeaamsy
attempt upon the enemy's position until General Jackson should have attacked him upon his right flank."

It appears from an incident given by the adjutant of the 35th North Carolina that Jackson, in person, came to Ransom's Brigade and gave ordediriessetim rea

join in an attack upon the Union right. "About 2 o'clock Stonewall Jackson came along our lines.... He remarked to Colonel Ransom, as he did tetstiadornglo

the line, that with Stuart's cavalry and some infantry he was going around the Federal right and get in their rear, and added 'When you hear thenstleais

this whole line must advance.' He wished to ascertain the force opposed, and a man of our regiment named Hood was sent up a large tree, which éiltyimbed car
to avoid observation by the enemy. Stonewall called out to know how many Yankees he could see over the hill and beyond the East Woods. Hood réplied: 'Whew
There are oceans of them, General.' 'Count their flags," said Jackson. This Hood proceeded to do until he had counted 39, when the general ldchito &rat w

to come down."

Longstreet's idea was an attack directly to the front. Lee sought to relieve the pressure upon the center and right by turning McClellan'srnghborieokgated
both the turning movement and an attack in front. As elsewhere stated Jackson was disappointed at the partial success of McLaws' attack araliveubed/it
his cavalry, 13th Virginia and 24th North Carolina, had been checked, well to the left and front, “to hold this advance position, and that he wibtie sefachiry
he could get in order to follow up the success." These reinforcements were, says Stuart, however, “directed to other parts of the field." Buslamkson wa
discouraged; he believed the enemy had done their worst, were sorely punished, and there was still the chance of an opportunity to sweep theddmitreright
field and gain a decisive victory.

General John G. Walker says: (Here Carman copies 4 paragraphs from Walker,
with one elision as follows:

"The Federal infantry assault having ceased...

"...he withdrew his order."

As soon as the order was given by Lee for the movement, Stuart massed his cavalry to lead in its execution. Fitz Hugh Lee's Brigade was then inoaarleft Jacks
and near it was the 7th Virginia Cavalry of Munford's Brigade; and Wade Hampton's Brigade was brought from the right. Hampton had acted as ré4ctqwsd to
in the march from Harper's Ferry and crossing the Potomac, partly by Knott's Ford, at the mouth of the Antietam, and partly at Shepherdstowreétind, reach
vicinity of Lee's headquarters about the middle of the forenoon, and remained until about 1 p.m., when he moved rapidly to the left, where Fitz &tlighdasyh
massed three of his regiments at the Cox place, on the river road. Hampton formed on Lee's right, under cover of the Nicodemus hill, upon whicil were sever
batteries of artillery, slightly withdrawn from the crest of the hill.

In all Stuart had seven regiments of cavalry and nine guns from various batteries, one of which was from Poague, two from Raines, and three framughtsckenb
under Captain John Pelham, and, in addition, the batteries of French and Branch, supported by the 48th North Carolina Infantry of Walker'shBzésrancg was
made about 3 p.m., the 4th Virginia Cavalry leading. The column, starting from Cox's, passed up the road, under cover of the high ground onilttheght, unt
advance reached New Industry, where it halted, while the guns under Pelham turning to the right and moving a short distance on the road, leadjegstowtine Ha
road at the toll-gate, turned to the left and went into position on the high ground 900 yards from and directly west of Doubleday's guns on theePhbifienberg
Stuart's guns were greeted with such a heavy fire as they took position that they were quickly used up and forced to withdraw. Poague, who comuomaystgtpne g
"Along with 6 or 8 other guns, under the command of Major Pelham, an attempt was made to dislodge the enemy's batteries but failed completeigedaimdSile

or 20 minutes by a most terrific fire."

Hampton's Brigade moved but a short distance to the left before the head of column was halted. Branch's and French's guns went into positionrnNiabdatmu
the time Pelham's guns were driven off, and were almost instantly silenced, losing many killed and wounded, by Doubleday's guns, which tumegcatregel
The 48th North Carolina which had moved double- quick to the left to support these guns was not engaged. Stuart, after halting his head of colummarrhour o
withdrew and gave up the intended movement on McClellan's right, and the entire force fell back.

Stuart reports: “In this movement | was honored with the advance. In endeavoring to pass up along the river bank, however, | found that the riveramableiptic
bend that the enemy's batteries were within 800 yards of the brink of the stream, which would have made it impossible to have succeeded in theaposedjent pr
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and it was accordingly abandoned."” Jackson says: "In the afternoon, in obedience to instructions from the commanding general, | moved toghedefofvith
turning the Federal right, but | found his numerous artillery so judiciously established in their front and extending so near the Potomac, whicksteeremmarkable
bend, as to render it inexpedient to hazard the attempt.

When Jackson returned to near the Dunkard Church he met General Walker and told him of Stuart's failure, for the reason that he had found the &édoretight *
posted on the Potomac." Upon Walker's expressing surprise at this statement, Jackson replied that he also had been surprised, as he had soppsetlithe Po
farther away; but he remarked that Stuart had an excellent eye for topography, and it must be as he represented. He added: "It is a great pity. & dsbhenld ha
McClellan into the Potomac."

Considering the fact Stuart had been two whole days on the left, within a half mile of the Potomac and the great bend in it, one wonders that he Imagbhot infor
himself of the situation on that flank. A single horseman could have gone, unopposed, a half mile and viewed the ground at the bend, which waytsebe plainl
from Nicodemus hill, where he had his batteries.

As Stuart's unsuccessful movement ended Confederate operations on this part of the field and we shall have no occasion to return to it, we mafhyasotell bri
such changes of position as were made during the afternoon. At half past twelve Hood's Division, now reduced to less than 800 men, returned todtie &ddst Wo
occupied them about 300 yards west of the church. Hays' small brigade formed in Hood's rear. The 49th North Carolina and part of the 35th aftéethétancoun
Irwin fell back to the position from which they had charged Greene's flank, and the 46th North Carolina advanced from the west edge of the woddsand fille
interval between the 49th and Hood. Captain Hudgins' company of the 30th Virginia and other skirmishers were ordered to the east edge of thekvaftitieto pic
Union cannoneers, who were tearing the tree tops with shot and shell, but there was such a shower of canister poured upon them and the rangeftueihgito great
arms they fell back into the woods under shelter. J.R. Johnson's Virginia battery, which had fallen back with Trimble's Brigade, early in theatoonadgo the

field about 2 p.m. and took position 300 yards to the right of and in advance of Reel's barn, a cornfieldinatiate front. It relieved Fry's Battery of H.P. Jones'
battalion and immediately became severely engaged with Unitifergrand poured an incessant and annoying fire upon Irwin's and Brooks brigades and upon
Richardson's division, all efforts to silence it were unavailing. For some time Johnson was alone but was afterwards joined by D'Aquin’'s htteok pdsition

on his right. Both batteries were engaged until dark, with very little infantry for support. The batteries were on a point of a hill, the grass \ga tundithem, and
when the engagement became very hot the caissons were moved to the foot of the hill to the left, near several haystacks. They retired at 8 o'clock.

Kershaw's and Barksdale's brigades, which, since their repulse, had been lying under cover of the fences and ledges beyond the woods, mo\garistzdeft
forming on Early's right and Kershaw in the northern body of the woods on the left of Armistead. Late in the day Major Lowe, commanding Lawton'sé@nigade,

up with about 100 men and joined Early. Jackson's Division and Semmes' Brigade were in reserve. Between 3 and 4 p.m., Cooke's 27th North Carolina and 3rd
Arkansas, and Cobb's Brigade, all out of ammunition, were relieved by Ripley's Brigade and fell back for food and ammunition. A little after 4ghand Hags

moved from the West Woods and took position in the open ground opposite the mouth of the Sunken Road, and supporting D.H. Hill, who was lying aesg the fen
of the Hagerstown road. About 5 p.m. the 27th North Carolina, 3rd Arkansas and Cobb's Brigade returned to the field. Cobb's Brigade went to tieddft and j
Kershaw, and Cooke's two regiments remained until sunset, near the southwest corner of the West Woods, and the 48th North Carolina, retupangcfatiots

in Stuart's movement, formed along the fence on their left. At sunset Ransom's Brigade moved frommwitsi@ssnd the rocky ledge to the right and bivouacked for
the night beyond Reel's. Barksdale gained ground to the right and occupied the position vacated by Ransom; and Van Manning's Brigade enterediche woods
formed on Barksdale's right. As completed, from right to left, this was the disposition of the Confederate left for the night: Hood's Division' &1djidgybeld the

open ground opposite the Sunken Road; Ripley's Brigade held from Hood's left to the West Wood's at a poiritGi®uta¢ds west of the Hagerstown road,

Manning's Brigade held the woods west of the church; Barksdale and Early were behind the ledge that ran from Miller's barn, and faced the Hadgrstown roa
Armistead was in the north part of the middle woods, facing nearly north, his right in rear of Early's left; Kershaw was in the north body of the vhede$, @i t
Armistead, facing northeast, and Cobb's Brigade was on Kershaw's left, facing north. Semmes' Brigade was in reserve near the A. Poffenbedgeapkme, a

was in reserve in Hood's rear. Jackson's Division was supporting the artillery, which was under cover of the Hauser ridge ready to run onto itt'at agticenen

and Stuart's cavalry covered the interval between the left of the infantry and the Potomac.

After Stuart's brief affair on the left there was quiet on this part of the field, with the exception of cannonading on the right and a movement aftofregims
Brigade, connected with operations on the line of the Sunken Road to which we now return.

Early in the afternoon, after General Richardson had been grievously wounded, and (sic) Hancock was directed by McClellan, in person, to taks kizmmand
division. Having received his orders from McClellan, and some instructions from Sumner, he proceeded to the ground. Walker presents a graphibiaca®in
"Among the galloping staffs which cross that bloody field in the early afternoon, arousing the momentary expectations of renewed attack, i€oiadlyoi@syle
bearing, at which men gaze long as it passes down the jagged line of troops from right to left. At its head rides a general officer whose magrdfireriqhtiysr,

and splendid horsemanship are well calculated to impress the beholder. Behind him ride a group of as dashing aids-de-camp as the army knew, fastHiancoc
in haste, from his brigade of the Sixth Corps, to take command of the division at whose head the gallant Richardson had fallen, never to mounthsnsgdr dra
more. Itis not amid the pomp of review, with bands playing and well- ordered lines, but on the trampled battlefield, strewn with bloody stretbleanseaiddf
caissons and ambulances, the dead and dying thick around, the wounded still limping and crawling to the rear, with shells shrieking through theraodk

meets and greets the good regiments he is to lead in a scorétle#sbahe lines are ragged from shot and shell; the uniforms are rent and soiled from hedge, fence, and
ditch; the bands are engaged in carrying off the wounded, or assisting the regimental surgeons at their improvised hospitals; scarcely 2, liQitietheowdors

of this fine, strong division." Hancock's instructions were to hold the position. He formed the troops occupying one line of battle in close foréxé@themy, who
were then again in position near Piper's house. The 14th Connecticut and a detachment I@8tittNew York, both under command of Colonel Dwight Morris,
were in reserve, the whole command numbering about 2,100 men, with no artillery. Finding a considerable interval at a dangerous point betwissmdleagher
Caldwell's brigades, the 14th Connecticut was placed there, and the detachment of the 108th on the extreme left. Application was made fos wfcaaltemydo

the different commanders within reach, and to the chief of artillery, but none could be spared at that time. He was confident, however, of hositiog the mohad
been instructed, notwithstanding the absence of artillery and that the men were already suffering severely from the shells of the enemy, fomheleatta fipon
the good qualities of the troops, but was too weak to make an attack, unless an advance was made on the right, as he had no reserves, and his line was already
enfiladed by the enemy's artillery in front of the right wing, which was screened from the fire of the Union guns on the right, by the West Woods, rfesfenatéo
possession. Soon after arriving on the ground a command of the enemy, probably George T. Anderson's, was seen in line cBedtld bgrekirmishers

advancing across his front, beyond Piper's house, and toward Pleasonton's batteries and the regular infantry, that had been thrown acawss tte Antiet
immediately sent a pressing message to Franklin for a battery and Hexamer's Battery of Slocum's Division was ordered to report to him. Hexanrethedsasten
Woods, to which he had retired after his affair with the battery near the church. He quickly passed to the rear, went through the low ground armmdrrbihlen

up and onto the open ridge, where most of the infantry were lying just behind its crest. The enemy had been sweeping the ridge with artillery anobdexamer t
position near its top, very near the spot where Graham's Battery had been driven, and opened fire. At each discharge of the guns the rebound sehée thidm dow
and they were rolled up again with the cheerful assistance of the infantry, more than willing to give a helping hand to the "Jersey Dutchman." ont &iveryheh
enemy's infantry disappeared from view.

While Hexamer was thus engaged, perhaps a few minutes earlier, Captain Emory Upton, Slocum's chief of artillery, rode to Irwin's Brigade and $iwisitmod'
and Hays' Brigade marching towards the Sunken Road from the woods beyond the church. He suggested to Irwin that a battery should be placed ieftfiant of the
his brigade, and Irwin, after examining the ground attentively, acquiesced, and not a moment could be lost, as “the enemy were moving in frontiesthdbsign
of throwing a powerful column against his left, and they could not be seen, except from that part of the line." General Smith approved and Uptqnataeted/u
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which opened with three rifled guns, "playing on the masses of the enemy with great effect for half an hour," when the pieces were withdraw. These guns we
relieved by Williston's Battery of Napoleon guns, the fire of which Irwin reports as "terribly destructive.”

When Williston's Battery was in full play, Piper's orchard on the left and front was occupied by D.H. Hill's skirmishers, whom, for the proteetidratiétly, Irwin

says, it was necessary to dislodge, and ordered Major Thomas W. Hyde, commanding 7th Maine to send a company and drive them away. Hyde acted promptly and
had scarcely detached the company from the regiment when Irwin rode up and exclaimed in near these words, "That is not enough, sir; go yourself; take you
regiment and drive them from those trees and buildings,” pointing to the orchard and the Piper buildings. Hyde was perfectly astounded at ajvatidérisd 84

officers and men, what Richardson's and French's Divisions had failed to accomplish, and asked Irwin to repeat his order and point out the grdeidéiagain

quite emphatically, in near the same words, and added with an oath, "Those are your orders, sir." Irwin repeated the order several times.

To the nearest point of the orchard was about 600 yards, to the nearest of the Piper buildings, the barn, it was a half mile. Hyde faced his regiefiesuco¢iaat |
obliquely across the front of the skirmishers of Brooks' Vermont brigade on his left, then, coming to a front, sent out skirmishers from the edgefieldhenc the
hollow lying west of and near the orchard he was ordered to clear. The regiment closely followed the skirmishers and crossed the Sunken Road filledh was s
with dead and wounded that the mounted officers had difficulty in crossing without permitting their horses to step on them. Hyde says his hotse ‘Srathtns
to get over." As soon as the road was crossed, the regiment was halted in the trampled corn to straighten the line, and, being now under fire feord tef, front
Hyde gave the order to charge, directing the regiment on a point to the right of Piper's barn. The line dashed forward with a cheer, at a double it thelow
cup shaped hollow. D.H. Hill's men in the orchard, on the left, being flanked and in danger of being cut off, broke and ran, and those directlytinefisirdyat
stacks and Piper's barn retreated, and at this moment a line of Confederates rose up from the stone fences of the Hagerstown road, which wenecdréme, right
and poured in a volley, which, however, did not do much damage. At this Hyde ordered the regiment to oblique to the left which brought it behinditirengdge r
from the barn to the Hagerstown road, and somewhat protected from the fire from the stone fences, and then forward and onto the ridge at the rightipfithe ba
was riding a few feet in front of his regiment and as he neared the crest of the ridge he saw a line lying down, waiting for him at the ready and anotiigebody do
quicking down Piper's lane and making for his left to cut off retreat. It was but a short time before this that George T. Anderson had led his brigardeieaokide
beyond Piper's farm, out of the range of Hexamer's guns, and put it under cover of the ridge that Hyde was now mounting, and around him were theidmeken divi
of D.H. Hilland R.H. Anderson, some fragments with him were under cover of the ridge and others on the Hagerstown road and in the Piper lane, alessmore or
disorder. Hill was walking up and down, giving words of encouragement to his already twice beaten command, when he heard the fire of the skidgisineysp an
the crest of the ridge, saw his own skirmishers running in and Hyde advancing, and called Anderson's attention to it, and Anderson ordered hiowiearnal lie
await orders, Hill sending some men down the lane to gain Hyde's left. All this Hyde saw at a glance as his men were breasting the ridge. As he was greatly
outnumbered and saw no support coming, to avoid being surrounded, he ordered his regiment to move by the left flank before any of it had come iiis siggi, of Hi
and, moving double-quick, passed Piper's barn, went through an opening in the fence, into the orchard and very close to the lane. Here a nevexizogantonfr
After Hill's fight, at noon, Major H.A. (Herbert?), commanding Wilcox's Brigade, and Lieutenant Colonel Phil Cook of the 4th Georgia, who had splegof R
men with him and some of A.R. Wright's, came to the conclusion that they could be of some service on the right, near the Boonsboro road, and westionthat dir
but did not become engaged; on returning along the ridge they saw Hill's skirmishers retreating from the orchard, and reached Piper's laneoesstasfdhe
opposite the southeast corner of the orchard, just as Hyde passed through the fence and into the southwest corner, and immediately openddrired Hhyldire,
then faced about and retreated up the hill into the orchard and formed on a small crest, were he poured another volley into (Herbert's?) men, wjittg wereishan
left, and faced George T. Anderson, who had now charged from the ridge behind which he had been secreted. Hyde was now exposed to a severe fire from three
direction and the enemy advancing upon him in force. He saw four battle-flags, and a battery opened upon him with grape. Although somewhatishiefgzd by t
trees, he lost here quite heavily. Hexamer's and Williston's batteries shelled the orchard, which aided him some, but, having expended moshdfdns laenm
ordered a retreat; gave the enemy another volley as they attempted to follow, got through the strong picket fences with difficulty and, closengaloie the
regiment went back through the corn and across the Sunken Road; received the hearty cheers of the Vermont brigade, and restiamedrtme wbsch it had
advanced. It had been gone about 30 minutes and lost 88 in killed, wounded and missing.

When Irwin saw to what a serious engagement he had dédechthe Maine men, he was very anxious to support them, but his orders were positive not to advance his
line, so he rode forward and requested the colonel of the right regiment of Brooks' Brigade to support them, which he declined to do without ordeckdréie B

then returned to his own line to ask for a support from the rear, but in a few minutes "had the extreme pleasure of seeing the shattered but brawbeéttimant of
Maine in good order return to my lines." He adds: "No words of mine can do justice to the firmness, intelligence, and heroic courage with whicletttis regim
performed its dangerous task. Their killed and wounded and their colors riddled by balls are the proud, yet melancholy, witness of their valor."

In his "Following the Greek Cross," Hyde writes: "When we knew our efforts were resultant from no plan or design from headquarters, but were frasitian ofnpo
John Barleycorn in our brigade commander alone, | wished | had been old enough, or distinguished enough, to have dared to disobey orders." dtee €mmteder
of this affair are meager. D.H. Hill says: A movement of a rather farcical character now took place. General Pryor had collected quite a respetiettitedar

stone wall on the Hagerstown road, and Colonel G.T. Anderson had about a regiment behind a hill immediately to the right of this road. A Maine negjidosvi ca
to this hill wholly unconscious that there were any Confederate troops near it. A shout and a volley informed them of their dangerous neighborhokédeThe
apprehension is acute; the idea was soon taken in, and was followed by the most rapid running | ever saw." George T. Anderson says: "Genethaftyill...call
attention to a line of the enemy advancing apparently to attack us. Suffering them to come near us, | ordered my command to charge them, whiclpliregidiid in s
style and good order, killing and wounding many of the enemy, taking several prisoners, and routing the remainder. We could not pursue them stsfdy as | wi
because of the severe fire of artillery directed against us from long range guns that we could not reach. In this charge parts of Wilcox's, $;eatttePstom’s
brigades participated with mine."

The artillery fire referred to by Anderson and which checked his pursuit of the 7th Maine came from the batteries of Hexamer and Williston in framttdahdr
Battery, just in advance of the middle bridge. Williston opened upon Anderson as he charged from the ridge and followed him into the orchard, tffiemgase of

the Maine men when they rallied in the orchard. Hexamer saw the preparations maelet tdyde and opened upon Herbert as he approached Piper's lane from the
south and continued it when he pursued Hyde through the orchard. The fire of both Williston and Hexamer inflicted some casualties upon Hyde piohittid did m
enable him to rally and make an orderly retreat.

Hexamer was now out of ammunition and, being relieved by Woodruff's Battery, went back to the East Woods. Williston remained in position untitiemnk and
went back to Mumma's orchard. When Woodruff took position it was on the right of Hancock's left brigade, with orders not to fire except in reply tdesa@onfe
battery or in case of an attack by them. Late in the evening Lieutenant A.C.M. Pennington, with a section of Tidball's Battery of horse artillesjtidoadnpan
elevated ridge on Hancock's left and engaged a Confederate battery near some stacks beyond the Hagerstown road, doing material servicé fieprecision o
concealing the weakness of the position. Pickets were thrown out as far as possible, a very short distance, for D.H. Hill's skirmishers weraaaghio tdva
northern part of the orchard.

French's Division, which had opened the fight in the (forenoon?), on this part of the field, had gone by detachments to the rear and, with thef ekecpfitin o
Connecticut and 108th New York, was in the vicinity of the Roulette place, as a reserve and OweelesldRand battery, which from the vicinity of the Clipp house
had been directed late in the day to fire a few shots toward the corner of the woods near the church, was advanced beyond Brooks' left and tookg@&sitithn on t
where the right of Kimball's Brigade had done its fighting.
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On the extreme right Sumner mad dispositions to support the powerful line of artillery on the Poffenberger hill, two guns of Hampton's Batteryedidremmihe

barn farther to the right and front and Captain John A.(Hazard's) Rhode Island battery went into position at the northwest corner of the East Wadtistovise
Battery was sent to the front and left to strengthen Irwin, Wolcott's Maryland Battery was moved from its position north of the Smoketown roachergttomidt
vacated by Williston. Late in the day Wolcott sent four guns of his battery a little to the left to break up a cross fire of the enemy upon him by whichgsvera
horses had been lost. About 5:30 p.m. Greene's Division and Gordon's Brigade of the twelfth Corps were ordered by McClellan to the support Bf éméliefsof
Corps, south of the Smoketown road. These movements completed thétidispdsr the night from the extreme right of the Union line to its center and the troops

lay upon their arms, amid the dead and wounded, of the most bloody contest in history. Hooker, with the First Corps, numbering 8,619 infantrg, lugitireat th
daybreak and was repulsed with a loss of 399 killéd@8 wounded, an aggregate of 2377, or 27 1/2 per cent of those engaged. Mansfield followed with the Twelfth
Corps, numbering 7,239 infantry, and drove the enemy with a loss of 274 killeti3tidwounded, an aggregate of 1645, or 22 772/100 per cent of the number
engaged. Sedgwick, with his division of 5437 infantry, was then engaged and repulsed with a lossibté8@@#&1572 wounded, an aggregate of 1941 or 35 1/4 per
cent. All those losses were incurred in four hours, at, north, and east of the Dunkard Church, and mostly within a half mile of it. French's Divisioraot@nt at

the Sunken Road, with 5740 infantry, and had 28@d# and1315 wounded, an aggregate of 1614, or a trifle over 28 percent of the numbers engaged. Richardson's
Division followed French's with 4039 infantry, and had 208kl and 936 wounded, an aggregatd @5, or over 28 per cent.

In these successive attacks the Union troops, not including Irwin's Brigade, numbeB&D@linfantry, of whom 1550 werelled and7172 wounded, an aggregate
of 8722 klled and wounded, being a little over 28 per cent of the number engaged.

The Confederate forces meeting these successive attacks, and attacking in return, were Jackson's Division of 1784 infantry; Ewell's Divisibtooti3dDivision
of 2,000; G.T. Anderson's Brigade of 590; McLaws' Division of 2823; Walker's Division of 3764; R.H. Anderson's Division of 3672; andilsivision of 5449,
an aggregate of 23, 986 infantry.

The losses in these commands were: Jackson's Division 597 killed and wounded, or 33 1/2 per cent; Ewell'd P86sior82 1/5 per cent;dbd's Division 915 or

40 and 3/4 per cent; McLaws' Division 1068 or 37 83/100 per cent; Walker's Division 1006 or 26 73/100 per cent; R.H. Anderson's Division, 1110 @& 3&22/10
cent; D.H. Hill's Division1716 or 31 1/2 per cent; and G.T. Anderson Brigade 85 or 14 1/2 per cent. Of these 1304leceenk6489 wounded, an aggregate of
7793 kiled and wounded, being 32 49/100 per cent of the 23,986 engaged. Some regiments lost as low as 10 percerteetieels5 and at least two reached 85
per cent.

In all, on both sides 55,950 infantry were engaged on this part of the field, with a loss R@84kd 13,661 wounded, an aggregate 0616, or 30 per cent of the
number engaged. Including the loss in the artillery and in Irwin's Brigade, the killed and wounded numbered 2B6utMdre than three-fourths of this loss

occurred in the less than four and a half hours fighting from 6 a.m. to nearly 10.30 a.m., and within 1,100 yards of the Dunkard Church; all of ityotalctedkd

in the afternoon and within 1,200 yards of the church. Referring to the action, closing about half past ten, and of the field over which Hooked,avidr&iggwick

had fought, which was about 1,500 yards in length, with an average width of about 900 yards, an area of about 300 acres; upon which over 13,50Bdmadhllen,
Tidball truly says: "No other equal area on the American continent has been so drenched in human blood."

The Middle Bridge: Daybreak to Dusk

THE MIDDLE BRIDGE

The V Corps and the Advance of Pleasonton's Cavalry Division
by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 20)

At daybreak of the 17th the bold bluff bordering the east bank of the Antietam was crowned with 46 heavy, long range guns. North of the Keedyswiéetread we
batteries of Wever, Langner, and Kusserow--20-pounder Parrott guns--and soon after daybreak Hazlett's Battery of Parrott guns was pladedrirotoeigied on
the preceding day by Taft's, von Kleiser and Weed. Durell's Battery was put on Weed's left early in the morning and Benjaniithfantvees $o the left and rear,
overlooking Sharpsburg and the country below it. They swept most of the ground between them and the Union troops. They were well-served, egpesalfy th
Benjamin's Battery, whose field of fire was extensive, reaching as far as the Dunkard Church. From early morning until late in the day thesedzajtetitee
enemy's guns and fired upon their infantry, and their fire was very destructive upon the divisions of Ewell, Jackson, Hood and D.H. Hill, anchirdlidtess on

the Confederates who were contending against the advance of French and Richardson at the Sunken Road. The batteries on the extreme left vire supported
Burnside's Ninth Corps, those in the center and on the left by Porter's Fifth Corps.

Sykes Division held the line and supported the artillery south of the Keedysville road, three batteries of reserve artillery--Graham's dilien'seed's--being in
rear of Buchanan's Brigade, which was on the right of the division; Lovell's Brigade was on the left of Buchanan's, Warren's small brigade of tworkigiwm&iats
and Randol's Battery were to the left and rear, covering the approaches in the direction of Harper's Ferry and connecting with the right of Ban8idemAb
Morell's Division relieved Richardson, on the right of Sykes. Waterman's and A.P. Martin's batteries were thrown forward, onto the bluff, foefognerthe fire

of the heavy guns. Not including Humphreys Division which did not reach the field until the morning of the 18th, Porter's strength as reportediay Wa€lel
12,930, and, including the Reservetifery, he had 78 guns.

Pleasonton's cavalry division bivouacked on the night of the 16th in the west suburbs of Keedysville. While the battle was raging on the rightihieehneesayere
already engaged, but Pleasonton's cavalry and Porter's infantry were idle. One of McClellan's staff says: "During these operations the ckail@rybatbag the
whole line of battle was incessant. We could hear the distant muttering of musketry from the flanks, but Sumeensnbad evidently come to a stand. This
produced a lull in the battle within out sight, and | had leisure to remark upon the headquartersygradieitely about me. In the midst was a small redan built of
fence rails, behind which sat General Fitz John Porter, who, with a telescope resting on the top rail, studied the field with unremitting adteetiolgeadng his

post during the whole day. His observations he communicated to the commander by nods, signs, or in words so low toned and brief that the nearestdyytssand
little benefit from them. When not engaged with Porter, McClellan...was intently watching the battle...and conversing with surroundingndffgignsgahis orders

in the most quiet undertones.... Everything was as quiet and punctilious as a drawing-room ceremony."

From this position McClellan viewed the progress of the action at the Sunken Road, with a studied calmness of manner that scarcely conceaigdghe underl
excitement, and, when affairs seem to (sic) going well, exclaimed: "By George, this is a magnificent field, and if we win this fight it will coveeatbmand
misfortunes forever." Up to this time not an infantry soldier or cavalryman had crossed the middle bridge that morning, nor had a demonstratida beyemchia,
nor any action taken to relieve the pressure on the right, but Pleasonton had been ordered forward, and was then moving on the road in the divedgenvattihe
six regiments and a squadron of cavalry, and the batteries of Gibson, Tidball, Hains, and Robertson. He was under orders to take position y@addhe bri
support the left of Sumner's line. Finding the enemy had a crossfire of artillery on the bridge, and sharpshooters covering it, he first threenainyaidroishers,
and then advanced Tidball's Battery by piece to drive off the sharpshooters with canister.

The advance was led by Captain S.B.M. Young, with a squadron of the 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry, followed by Lieutenant W.N. Dennison's sectids of Tidbal
Battery. On nearing the bridge the column came under the fire of the Washington Artillenoet€y fil, and of H.P. Jones' batteries on the ridge, north, but Young
pushed on, dashed across the bridge, passed the pickets of the 12th U.S. Infantry, that had crossed the night before, and charged up the lesg Bill3o/asds
from the bridge, and, as he reached this point, still in the road, a shell was exploded in his ranks, killing and mortally wounding four memnyezliately

deployed on either side of the road and engaged the Confederate infantry near the west foot of the ridge, under cover of the stone fences lining the road.
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This body of infantry was a detachment of Colonel George T. Anderson's Brigade, under command of Captain H.D.D. Twigg, 1st Georgia Regulars. Late in th
afternoon of the 16th Twiggs had been ordered to take charge of this detail of 85 to 100 men, and do picket duty between Sharpsburg and the Antietam. He too
position to the east of the town, on a rise of ground about midway between the Antietam and the Keedysville road, and threw out skirmishers. Haleaktaot rec
join his brigade, when it moved to the left, on the morning of the 17th, and when an officer of the advanced picket post reported the approach af aatgry,an

he selected 20 of his best sharpshooters and hastened to the road, placing his men behind the stone fences on either side of it, at the foot witee ¥itluagd
appeared opened fire upon him with such effect as to drive him back. Young again advanced and attacked. By this time Dennison's section ofeaul@gdtam

was pushed forward to the highest point of the road; it had scarcely unlimbered when Twigg, who had now called up his reserve and assembleddes&mitick for
the stone fences, drove the cannoneers from their guns, and it was with much difficulty that they were withdrawn from their exposed positiontidiresviteg,

the Confederate batteries on Cemetery hill dropped shell and solid shot among the men and guns.

Meanwhile, Young was skirmishing with Twiggs, whose men were well protected, and Colonel Childs came up with the main body of the 4th Pennsylvanéa, whi
halted before reaching the crest of the ridge, while he went forward, on the right of the road, to reconnoiter. He immediately saw that the placepadonot p
cavalry and was returning to report the fact to Pleasonton and to bring up support to Young and the artillery, and, when on or very near the road eafwftae
crest, was struck by a cannon shot, fell from his horse, and died within an hour.

The other two sections of Tidball's Battery had already followed Childs and his regiment and, turning to the right were run by hand up the ridget tdwat 4&0
yards from the road and immediately opened fire upon the enemy's batteries on the ridge beyond; Dennison's section following. Hains' Badtdriglballbared
formed on his left, one section north of the road, the other on its left.

It came into action under a heavy fire of artillery, directed particularly upon the right section, and was annoyed by Twiggs' men, who were in igowgtrifle
Robertson's Battery followed Hains and went into position 80 yards to his left and rear, comiegliately under fire of the guns on Cemetetly IGibson's Battery
followed Robertson and took position between him and Hains. Pleasonton says the plan of sending forward cavalry skirmishers and advanciagtt€rgiall's
piece "in a short time succeeded in clearing the front sufficiently to obtaitigrasfor Gibson's, Robertson's, Tidball's and Hains' batteries, who opened upon the
enemy with good effect, having a direct fire in front and an enfilading fire in front of Sumner's Corps on the right, and supporting the left ofBDanpij¢he
distance to Sumner's Corps being nearly a mile, and something greater to that of Burnside, my force being the only one in front, connecting ttie two corps

Meanwhile Twiggs was keeping up his fire upon the batteries, especially Tidball, which, from its advanced and more exposed position, presetdeges, gobida
battery beyond the Antietam, probably Weed's, enfiladed his position and he retreated precipitously, some of his men halting under cover tdicksraniday's
stone fence near the position from which he had advanced, where, joined by some of the 17th South Carolina, they renewed their fire and remagretackil dr
by the advance of the 2nd and 10th U.S. Infantry.

The cavalry followed the artillery across the bridge under a terrific fire of artillery, by which many saddles were emptied, and formed in rearsef atedes. The
4th Pennsylvania until relieved by the advance of the regular infantry, remained on the right of the road, and the 5th U.S. Cavalry formed ortlits left.dDtihe
road were the 6th and a squadron of the 8th Pennsylvania, 3rd Indiana, 8th lllinois and 1st Massachusetts. Some of the regiments were beyond theriNewdome
close up to Robertson's Battery; others on the left and rear of the barn within a few yards of the Antietam. All were under fire; shell and spheyptaded seer
them and solid shot, directed at the batteries, skipping over the elevation in front, dropped among them. One of the officers thought the roerehslogtedanith
military intelligence: "As they came to a certain point of the ridge in front and missed their mark, they evidently saw the cavalry under the hilhataldesgend
into the ranks, and everybody ducked their heads." The position of the cavalry was certainly an uncomfortable one. Most of the shot and shethdiletteties in
front, flew over the heads of the artillerymen and dropped into its ranks, while it could do absolutely nothing, not even see the enemy; and thleengtouedf
fences, and ravines was such as to have made efficient action as cavalry very difficult, if it had been called upon to repel an attack on the gimesIgwéng|
the day the men mounted and drew sabers, as all supposed, to charge, but were dismounted again without attempting anything. The fire of heessfatdiry
and, together with that of the Union guns in the immediate rear, made a noise infernal and deafening. The historian of the 1st Massachusetts sasfultioé a
shot and shell, which had the curious effect of putting the men to sleep. Everywhere could be seen groups of men fast asleep." General John BeTitthathah
of the Military Service Institution,” Vol. 121891), p. 955, says: "The cavalry that had crossed the bridge, finding itself gngadiseel and without the power of
acting, took shelter in hollows and under the banks of the creek. At this period of the war the cavalry had not yet fallen into the hands of those whw éqew th
use to make of it." Another, a gallant young cavalry officer later in the war, says: "It is one of the surprising features of this surprising bia¢t|€&dueral cavalry,
instead of being posted, according to the practice of the centuries, on the flanks of the infantry, was used throughout the day in support ofatbatenibeyn
rear of the Federal center, and in a position from which it would have been impossible for it to have been used as cavalry, or evendmeawaounted.”

The horse batteries crossed the Antietam and went into position on the ridge just after Lee had given directions to his chief of artillery to pyohwerfudst
batteries along the crest in front of Sharpsburg, and engage those beyond the Antietam that were so annoying his infantry, but before this cteddhkeldffe
pieces of Pleasonton opened such a spirited and accurate fire, as not only to prevent the establishment of other batteries in their front, bdét@dvieetbose
already there, and as occasion offered they they directed their fir to the right upon the Confederates opposing Richardson and French andtottieetietpp
confronting Burnside. Although Twiggs had been driven from their immediate front these batteriegiliamasyed by sharpshooters of Evans' Brigade, that, under
cover of the stone and rail fences, rock ledges in the fields and other protection, kept up a severe fire upon them, especially Tidball's, thatskieroeshers were
not able to silence, and Pleasonton called upon Captain M.M. Blunt of the 1st Battalion, 12th U.S. Infantry, then at the bridge, to advance alisieco$ skad

drive them away from Tidball's front, which was immediately done by Captain Frederick Winthrop. Soon after this General Sykes ordered Biontt® lzatt@nce
to Tidball's support and Winthrop deployed his company in skirmishing order down the road and in the fields south of it, to the left of the battésipthenbaing

in the field as a support.

When Sykes ordered Blunt forward from the bridge, he ordered the 2nd and 10th U.S. Infantry (consolidated), under command of Lieutenant Joho Sr&sgand
the Antietam and support Blunt. Poland crossed over, filed to the left, and came up to Blunt's Battalion on the (level?) near the stream. Advawcntheyp's
skirmishers he deployed seven companies as skirmishers to the left of the batteries, holding five companies in reserve. The entire battaiiof tvascmiit

While Poland was doing this the horse batteries ran out of ammunition and were relieved by two batteries of Porter's Corps; Robertson and Gilsarelddng r
Lieutenant A.M. Randol, commanding Battery E and G (consolidated), 1st U.S. Artillery. Gibson, after replenishing ammunition, took positiblutireakeof the
Antietam and on the north side of the road, where he remained during the day. One section of Robertson's Battery, under command of Lieutenaimddhert O. V
moved northwest about 860 yards and took position on the left of Richardson's Division, where, as we have seen, it became engaged and remaimethyntil rel
Graham's Battery, when it recrossed the Antietam. Battery K, 5th U.S. Artillery, Lieutenant William E. Van Reed, relieved Tidball and Haingditikimglpout 75
yards north of the road. Sykes reports that it was against his judgment that he sent Randol's and Van Reed's batteries across the Antietam, €adm®jth them
additional battalions of regular infantry, under the command of Captain Hiram Dryer. We give place to an incident along Morell's line east dtifme Rimtie
historian of the 118th Pennsylvania (Philadelphia Corn Exchange Regiment) saysofAthe combat raged in all its fierceness. It was near this hour when General
McClellan, with his huge and imposing staff, rode upon the ground occupied by our division. The deep and abiding enthusiasm that habituallyinfo oty
greeted him. Shout, yells, and cheers of appreciation rent the air. This unusual noise, so loud that it was borne above the din of battle, toitie &nenghs bn a
vigorous and persistent shelling. Regardless of the flying, bursting missiles, there he sat astride his splendid charger, glass in han&wmgiigeexighty hosts,
whose discomfiture with his trusted legions he was bent upon that day accomplishing. Intent, no doubt, on securing some permanent advanttigelat fospa

he turned suddenly to Colonel Webb, of his staff, who subsequently won imperishable fame in command of the Philadelphia brigade at Gettyslanrgfand aft
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moments of hurried instructions, dispatched him on his mission down into the valley--down into the very jaws of death. The smoke of the confijoifeddmiren
and he was lost to view entirely."

Where Webb went on his mission, into the "very jaws of death," on the peaceful side of the Antietam is not of record, but it was soon thereafted thatsRealem
leading his men down to the road from the left and thence across the bridge and expectations ran high that now the Fifth Corps was to advance amhesngage the
and thus relieve the pressure on the right and pierce the center; but these expectations were not realized.

Poland was soon followed by the 2nd Battalion, 14th U.S. Infantry, Captain D.B. McKibbin. McKibbin says he was ordered to move at 1 p.m. to support some
batteries. After crossing the stream he marched up the road some distance, filed to the right, halted his command under the crest of a kndile iidireving t
Pennsylvania Cavalry, in support of a battery in front, and sent one company, under Captain Horace K. Thatcher, as skirmishers, to relieve4tiose of the
Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Captain Young, and these became engaged with the skirmishers of Twiggs and those of Evans' Brigade. Upon bejng relieved b
McKibbin the Pennsylvania Cavalry fell back to the Newcomer barn. As the advance of the regular infantry practically relieved the cavalry fratrerasytfuon

this part of the field we shall here dispose of it and dismiss it from our narrative. At 1 p.m. the squadron of the 8th Pennsylvania recrossed thednedgep tne
east bank of the Antietam, recrossed to the west side at Neikirk's and took position with a squadron of the 12th Pennsylvania Cavalry on highhgvestraf sout
Kennedy's, near where Richardson formed for his advance. The two squadrons were here engaged in gathering stragglers, upon which duty th&y regiajned u
when they rejoined their division near Keedysville. At 3 p.m., the 1st Massachusetts moved across the road to the right and marched about 5eGgaed®foeth
ridge where it remained free from casualty or any apparent duty until late in the day when it recrossed the upper Antietam. Under McClellan's ordetoo$eng
two squadrons to report to Meade, the 3rd Indiana and 8th Illinois moved up the west bank of the Antietam and bivouacked in rear of the right wingtoythe inf
The 5th United States, 4th and 6th Pennsylvania remained until the horse batteries were withdrawn and accompanied them to the bivouac near Keedysuvill

The cavalry was not as usefully employed as it should have been, and Pleasonton was disgusted at the enforced inaction; McClellan gives it thesanfitheyor
tell the whole story: "The cavalry had little field for operations during the eegeagt, but was employed in supporting the horse batteries in the center, and in driving
up stragglers, while awaiting opportunity for other service." We return to the regular infantry. At 2 p.m. Sykes ordered Captain Hiram Dryer jcgdiin&hs.
Infantry, to cross the bridge with his regiment and the 1st Battalion of the 14th, Captain Harvey W. Brown, and take command of the regular inérsideasf th

the stream, consisting, in all, of the 2nd and 10th, 4th, 1st Battalion of the 12th, and the two battalions of the 14th. The command aggregated abhpd0040 m
the 2nd and 10th; 320 in the 4th; 280 in the 12th, and 640 in the 14th. Dryer's orders were to "support the batteries and to dislodge the enemy faystaeksin h
a field on the right (left) of the road." Meanwhile Randol's Battery had retired. As soon as it had taken position, relieving Gibson and Robestsmhaifiopof
spherical case upon the flank of a Confederate battery on Cemétewhith soon retired out of range. Being somewhat annoyed by the enemy's skirmishers, who
were behind the stone fences and hidden in the cornfield in his front, Randol had Poland advance his skirmishers to the front of the guns, whichliea8stme r
as his position was an unfavorable one for the use of his guns he was directed by Pleasonton to retire; Sykes says he "very properly withdretvieswagtery.
engaged but a short time, had no losses, and resumed his position with the reserve, beyond the Antietam.

Dryer had now come up, it was nearly or quite 3 o'clock when he crossed the Antietam, and Van Reed's Battery was the only one in position, but, in a very few
minutes, Tidball, who had fed his men and horses and replenished his ammunition, returned to his former (position) on Van Reed's right, and benalgechme
with such Confederate batteries as had the temerity to show themselves, and fired at such bodies of infantry as came within view, especiallyillisondd,-orH

the Piper farm, and those that were opposing Burnside, who had now crossed the lower bridge and was advancing on Sharpsburg. It was about 3 o'clock when
Pleasonton asked McClellan for more infantry, and at 3.30 p.m., his request was thus answered by the chief of staff: "General McClellan dirgdtemhasmea
infantry to spare. Confer with Major General Porter, and if he cannot support your batteries, withdraw them."

About 3.30 p.m., under Pleasonton's orders, the right section of Tidball's Battery, in charge of Lieutenant A.C.M. Pennington, advanced afoisut®&g@yaht
and front, and took position on the left and front of Richardson's Division and engaged a battery west of the Hagerstown road and a few yards reoripei'svher
lane intersects it.

With the 4th U.S. Infantry and the 1st Battalion of the 14th Dryer advanced over the Newcomer ridge, in column, exposed to a severe fire, and haljed @n the
Poland's command, which had been deployed as skirmishers, with the right resting on the road, between the crest of the hill occupied by thd theide afrihe
Sunken Road. Dryer ordered Poland to advance with his skirmishers to the front and left, and take possession of some haystacks in a field abtatli&Bgm@trds
and 300 yards to the left of the road. At the same time Lieutenant C.H. Carlton was directed to deploy to the three leading companies of the 4tioliifagoy, a
men, to the right of the road and advance near the crest of a ridge about 250 yards in front, Dryer using the remaining five companies of the regapertit as a su
Poland and Carlton moved promptly to their allotted work and Dryer deployed his five companies on the right of the road and the 1st Battalion af the lefth o
its right resting on the road.

Before following the advance of this thin line, let us note what had been transpiring in its front and what it has to encounter. Early in the morning hlenset
occupied by the batteries of Squires, Miller and Bachman, and, on the extension of the ridge, north of the road, where the four batteries of latRalitondh&se
seven batteries were supported by the brigades of George T. Anderson, Garnett, and Evans. During the forenoon Miller's Battery and a sectiatspfidachma
George T. Anderson's Brigade, were sent to the left, and Jones' guns, that could not cope with the heavier guns beyond the Antietam, were retieedfthder c
ridge, and one battery was sent to the left. During the forenoon Jones again ascended the ridge with three batteries and at noon these werquiresisiiatiefy
of four guns, one section of Bachman's, the three batteries of Jones, with Boyce's Battery farther to the left with D.H. Hill. This artillery weesl bypgparnett's
Virginia brigade of 260 men and Evans' South Carolina brigade of 280 men. Garnett was on Ceithatergdr of the artillery. He says, "as far as practicable the
command was sheltered in a hollow in rear of the artillery...where for four or five hours it was subjected to an almost uninterrupted fire of sbi, srod,
spherical case, from the guns beyond the Antietam, by which a number of men were killed and wounded, which casualties were borne by the troogabléh remar
firmness and steadiness." All this was before noon, after which he was ordered forward on the brow of the hill to annoy the artillery, and whereéhexpasedor
than in his former position, and suffered considerably. "At length," says Garnett, “for some cause unknown to me, a large portion of the pietesaveneavit |
moved my command farther back to a more secure place.”

Evans small South Carolina brigade was divided. On the evening of the 16th the Holcombe Legion and 17th South Carolina, both under command\éf.Colonel F.
McMaster, not numbering over 100 officers and men, were sent to the right and front of Ceniletensherrick's lane, and Twiggs' detail from George T.
Anderson's Brigade took post on their left and front. Everything was quiet until about 1 p.m. of the 17th, when Twiggs and the skirmishers weranidivatiéa

on the left, some of Twiggs' men stopping at the haystacks and at a stone fence near them. Soon after this McMaster was informed by an officer atfédguires' B
that a Union battery had proved quite destructive to Squires, and that he would be compelled to discontinue firing unless it was silenced, upfastach Mc
"immediately sent out about 25 volunteers, who silenced the battery of the enemy for some time." Three regiments of Evans' Brigade, the 18tB32@nuhded
command of Colonel P.F. Stevens, were on the left of the road, supporting the batteries that, from time to time, were pushed forward to the cigsteofdhe ri
almost as quickly obliged to fall back before the fire of the guns beyond the Antietam, and, later in the day, by those of the horse batteries. TtheCQ&tiiSau
under command of Colonel William Wallace, was on the left, acting as a support to Boyce's Battery; the 23rd, Captain S.A. Durham, and 22nd, MajomdreHilt
near the road and in front of the artillery, and for a great part of the time between the fire of the contending batteries, and exposed to the heawyarsksicelfing

of the Union guns, but, being deployed in skirmishing order, sought cover and did not suffer much loss. When Pleasonton's horse batteries assechcediatet
upon them, the skirmishers fell back, but as the fire ceased they again went cautiously forward, but not as far as the advanced position fromnigtesthide: ca
driven them.
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D.H. Hill says it was about 4 o'clock, Anderson says it was earlier, "and Burnside's corps was moving to attack our right. A heavy column was adtlcing up
Boonsboro Pike, and | ordered up some 200 or 300 men, under command of Colonel G.T. Anderson, to the knoll commanding Sharpsburg, but they were exposed t
an enfilade fire from a battery near the church on the Hagerstown pike, and compelled to retire.” The position on the ridge, vacated by Andersmtougiesbo

by portions of Colquitt's and Garland's brigades. It will bmembered that when Colquitt and Garland were disposed of by Greene's Division, early in the day, some
of the men were rallied on Rodes' left, in the Sunken Road, but many of them continued their retreat to Sharpsburg. Captain Garrett, 5th Nontve@tErabna,

town, hoping to get up with them, and met General Lee in the street, to whom he reported the misfortune that had befallen them, and asked foredirectenesl L

him to rally all the stragglers he could, without regard to what command they belonged and report with them to General Evans. Only about 50 men of his own
regiment could be found, but, with the assistance of others, about 150 men were rallied and carried up to Evans, on the ridge north of town. Thesel ieliaefor
under Garrett's command, along with other stragglers, and all placed under command of Colonel Alfred Iverson of the 20th North Carolina. Bvifuas, neftbrt

the assistance of his staff and after considerable exertion, he succeeded in collecting about 250 men and officers, whom he formed into twondplacets, a

them under the command of Colonels Colquitt and Iverson of D.H. Hill's Division. These small commands supported the three regiments of Evans' Brigade

Meanwhile Bachman's two guns, running out of ammunition, had withdrawn from Ceméteayth the line of the ridge was held by Squires' Battery of four guns,
south of the road, supported by Garnett's Brigade of 260 men and McMaster's command of about 190 men, including Twiggs. On the left of the roaé guare twelv
of H.P. Jones' Battalion; Boyce's Battery, now reduced to 2 guns, and 1 gun of Bondurant's Battery. These 15 guns were supported were suppaitdadng@olqu
and Evans, with about 430 men. In all there were 19 guns and about 870 infantry in Dryer's front, when he was forming for an advance, but, beforewasadvanc
ordered, Colonel Stephen D. Lee, came up with 10 guns, under Longstreet's orders to take position on the right and left of the road, relievingGolenel Wa
Washington Artillery. Four guns of Moody's Battery were placed on the right of the road, between it and Squires' Battery; two guns of Jordan'stBateftyod

the road and about 150 yards from it, two guns of Parker's some distance to the left of Jordan's, and a gun of Rhett's Battery on a ridge of the Habebsiotvn ro
600 yards from the main street of the town. Parker's guns were somewhat late in coming up, and when moving to position some if not all of Jones' gting.were re
Jones' 12 guns were not all on the ridge at the same time. During the afternoon his batteries had relieved each other by turns but all were available.

Before Lee's guns took position on the east slopeavh&ery fil, Captain Hugh P. Garden's South Carolina Battery of 6 guns crossed the Burnside bridge road.
About the same time Jenkins' South Carolina Brigade of 755 officers and men, under command of Colonel Joseph Walker, crossed the Burnsiderbridgeeroad f
west and was held in support of Squires' Battery and the right section of Moody's. Garden's Battery and Jenkins' Brigade were engaged prateipellly, ifwith
Burnside's troops, and are not to be included among those who opposed Dryer's advance, but, by their presence on Garnett's right, they gavé $uppoeh mora

When Colonel Lee put Moody's guns in position, on the edge of a cornfield, Garnett sent the 56th Virginia, 40 men, to protect them from the Uniosteshafjigho
Virginians advanced into the standing corn, and became immediate engaged with Poland's skirmishers, now advancing.

Captain Dryer had halted in the ravine separating the two parallel ridges and ordered the two commands of Poland and Carlton to advance, asskeithishers

side of the road. Poland had 400 men and Carlton 120, and it was this line of 520 men, that went forward over open ground, against 20 to 25 guns,sfadamably po
a commanding ridge and supported by 870 infantry. The advance of Poland and Carlton was made at the same moment, but we first consider that afi Poland. Whe
Poland was ordered to take the haystacks on his left and front, five companies of his command were in reserve. These he deployed on his rigimgiosiermish

and the entire line, quite a long (one), went forward, ascended the slope of a hill and, under a heavy fire of canister from Squires' and Moodygistgand Bofne

guns beyond the road on the right, and from Garnett's skirmishers, pushed over the high ground, passed the haystacks, where some of Twiggssoéthend othe
17th South Carolina were captured, drove back McMaster, who, at the same time was attacked on the right by the advance of Burnside, and, rex&hilem&herri
halted under the cover of the fence and became closely and sharply engaged. He had advanced about 385 yards. The right of the line, not heaoriwaltte order t
the lane fence, went some distance beyond and, Poland reports, “by well directed fire compelled the enemy's cannoneers to leave their guctsirdthieidijen

from our own batteries compelled them to fall back to the fence, as their shells fell short." Referring to this advance on Moody's guns, Colonsh$sD:Atemne

time their infantry was within 150 yards of our batteries, when, by a charge of our supporting infantry, they were driven back." Poland's righttresteatico
Sharpsburg and extended to the left, along the lane fence, about 450 yards in the direction of Sherrick's house. After reaching this positidertiteJorifes

front were reinforced; Garnett advanced his entire brigade, its left in front and on the flanks of the two left guns of Moody's Battery, in the enwhfieéd56th

Virginia, then in front, was recalled to a position on the left of the brigade, close to the road. The fighting now became general along the erfiecdiigade,

which was in very open order, covering ground around to the southern slope of the hill.

Carlton deployed his three companies of the 4th U.S. Infantry, as skirmishers on the right of the road, advanced through a small triangularfiha pefchbaurt
(three?) acres, lying adjacent to the road, and, driving some of Evans' skirmishers before him, gained the crest of some high ground about 1&6d yiaeds bey
cornfield, and on a line with Poland, who was on the left of the road. Here the skirmishers were immediately halted until Dryer @mrichipasipports.

When Poland and Carlton had gained some distance Dryer advanced the five companies of the 4th Infantry to the west part of the triangular caoriietd,egind
them as much as possible in the tall corn, and Brown's Battalion of the 14th Infantry advanced in line to the protection of a deep ravine, on thefshettoside
opposite the mouth of the Sunken Road. The 2nd Battalion of the 14th advanced beyond the batteries and took position in a ravine, on the righitbf the 4th, w
skirmishers thrown to the crest of the ridge in its front. It was under a heavy fire of shot and shell , but, being well sheltered, had one man onl{ vedtided.

its left, on higher ground, suffered some casualties. The 4th and the two battalions of the of the 14th made no farther advance, and the fightibg Reladidse
and Carlton's skirmishers, whom Dryer, with his three battalions had closely supported, and halted only when Poland was brought to a standendrarhpft
artillery and infantry.

When Evans saw the advance of Carlton's skirmishers, with a front of 300 yards, followed by their support, he ordered Colquitt, Iverson, and hieavwardnen
Captain Garret of the 5th North Carolina, who was near the left of Iverson's line says, says D.H. Hill ordered the attack upon a regiment of the@mnemy "whi
maintaining a doubtful contest with a small body of our own troops." They had not advanced far before the skirmishers of the 22nd South Carolea were dri
upon the main line, closely followed by Carlton's men, and the engagement became general. At first Carlton was forced to yield some ground rbabgerieklit,
and opened such a telling fire that Colquitt and Iverson were soon driven from the field. We again quote Garrett: "We moved up in line and soon engélyed the
spirit, and forced them, for a moment, to give back. Very soon, however, the left of the line, of which my command formed part, gave way, and béibgidéwit
men from my regiment, | ordered them to retire and form behind a large rock in the field, about 50 yards distant. This was done, and, by determinédremseluct
few men, the regiment of the enemy was held in check for twenty-five or thirty minutes. After feeling our strength, however, he began to advandeyeathé or
men to retreat.” They went entirely off the field and scattered in the streets of Sharpsburg, where the rest of Iverson's men and a part of Cpiqoé@tedhauem.
Colquitt refers to a small party of his command, under Lieutenant Colonel W.H. Betts, 13th Alabama, who "was directed to deploy as skirmishersrasmg ¢h

hill upon which the enemy was advancing and did so with good effect, keeping back a large force by their annoying fire and the apprehension, ekcited by th
boldness, that they were supported by a line in rear.” Under the elastic pen and poetic license of D.H. Hill this statemerittsf&@&sigmes these grotesque
proportions: "About 30 men under Lieutenant Colonel W.H. Betts, 13th Alabama, remained as support to my division batteries. (?) The Yankee rechlimnsdve
to come within easy range, when a sudden stream of grape and canister drove them back in confusion. Betts' men must have given them a very heidee, as Burn
reported that he had met three heavy columns on the hill. It is difficult to imagine how 30 men could so multiply themselves as to appear to theYaghtreth

be three heavy columns." As a matter of fact Betts was detached on the left of Colquitt's line, in support of some guns, beyond the right of Caxtmramddva
opposed only by a few men, who faced in his direction. Carlton's right being refused to conform to the curvature of the hill over which he was addancing, a
connecting on the right with the skirmishers of McKibbin's battalion, one company of which was thrown forward from the ravine where it had haltddiibbias
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reports, under Captain Thatcher, "were actively engaged during part of the afternoon.” As to Burnside he was entirely beyond the road anddrisaigletwiiin
canister range of Hill's guns. The three South Carolina regiments of Evans' Brigade soon followed Colquitt and Iverson. Colonel Stevens, whttesas with
regiments, seeing his men falling rapidly, while Carlton was still advancing, and apprehensive of being flanked, ordered them to fall baclettetiee sinrthe
Hagerstown road. Colonel Wallace, commanding the 18th South Carolina, reports that Boyce's Battery, which it had been supporting, havidgretidedsurom
Colonel Stevens, his regiment was deployed as skirmishers, and advanced over the hill to repel the advance of a heavy body of skirmishers thimwthirwar
enemy. The direction of his advance was toward the Sharpsburg road, and by a rapid movement he gained a rail fence running nearly parallel witihite road.
position," he says, "we held against a very largely superior force of the enemy for a considerable time, when Colonel Stevens, who was upon tHkefsexdiog

the left was beginning to suffer severely, ordered the whole line to retreat to a stone fence some distance in our rear and upon the road runnigiaréynorth
(north) direction from Sharpsburg. This retreat was accomplished under a sharp fire of musketry and artillery, from which the regiment suftirethgem@most
immediately the regiment was reduced to a handful of men." Boyce's Battery, as stated by Wallace, fell back before engaging the infantry; tpmswetewell
protected by the ridge and did not suffer from infantry fire, but were so severely shelled by artillery that they remained in actiorceed 8@®rinutes and

withdrew as Carlton's men were advancing and the Confederate infantry was giving way. Everything was now clear in Carlton's immediate frontahedubith ad
with 450 yards of the Lutheran Church and partially crowned the crest of the ridge from which he could look into Sharpsburg, and was still advaricingashe
opened upon by a fire of canister and musketry, full upon his left flank, from two of Moody's guns and Garnett's infantry, south of the road. Garbett eetiadl
been standing in the tall corn, observing Poland's advance and had not seen Carlton's approach on the left of the road and were not aware phtitentidihthvais
attracted to the rattling skirmishing fire, when, looking in that direction, they saw the blue-coated regulars directly on their flank and tbea@arifecetreat. Lee
turned Moody's two guns upon them and Garnett faced a few men of the 56th Virginia to the left and sent a few rifle shots down the line, and at the same moment
Carlton received an order from Dryer to fall back, under cover, on a line with Poland, whatitaslding his position in the Sherrick lane, and to whom and Garnett
we now return.

When Garnett advanced his brigade to the support of Moody's guns the 56th and 28th Virginia, about 100 men, were placed in the corn, on the lefheadin adva
Moody's left section, which was on open ground, just in rear of the corn; on the right of this section were the 19th and 18th Virginia, about 120 mike,caisy i

and deployed four to five feet apart, in single line; in rear of Moody's right section, which was in the right and rear of the 18th Virginia, was thaBthatout 20

men only. The 56th, 28th and part of the 19th Virginia were faced east and engaged Poland's right and center, a part of the 19th and all of the 1&hgett 8th en
Poland's left and the advance of Burnside. Reports agree that the entire was severely engaged and lost heavily. Garnett reports that he wak'dajht e tee

loss of many brave spirits." Colonel Hunton, 8th Virginia, says he lost one half his men. Major Cabell, 18th Virginia, reported a loss of over odeHhirdtse

"entire color guard was either killed or wounded." The losses in the other regiments was large.

Some of Poland's men were quite well sheltered in the lane, under cover of the fence and the inequalities of the ground, but the greater part of tlebm were m
exposed; all kept up a cool and constant fire, and Dryer was about to charge Moody's Battery in Poland's front, when he was ordered to withdraweBmyer had
ordered across the Antietam, against the judgment of Sykes, his division commander, to support Pleasonton's guns, drive the enemy fromrtti¢ark &ding, a
haystacks on the left of the road, and this was the extent to which it was intended his men should be employed. “They were, however," says Ratteonidivert
service, and employed to drive the enemy's skirmishers to their reserves.” When it was seen that Dyer had exceeded his instructions, and athersiggyai e

the road, with the evident intention of carrying the ridge, upon which could been seen from beyond the Antietam 18 guns and what appeared to bavtesat$;ll re
there was some apprehension, and at this moment came a note from Captain Blunt, commanding 1st Battalion, 12th U.S. Infantry. Dryer had oleredeBlunt t
forward and support him in an advance, and Blunt sent the note to Sykes, stating that Blunt was about to make an attack and that he (Blunt) dichdahahdersta
had been sent over the Antietam for that purpose, and asked for instructions. Sykes was very much annoyed and immediately ordered LieutenaiitofVV.H. Powe
Buchanan's staff, to ride over to Dryer with orders not only to suspend assault, but to withdraw his troops to the ridge upon which were Pledsdptatsdhat
maintain a defensive position. Powell rode fast and found Dryer in the road, at the intersection of the Sherrick lane, where he had just giverPateodies fush
forward, when he saw the troops on the right of the road advance, and was about the order the 4th Infantry forward. When Powell delivered his aslezd Dryer
there might not be something left to his discretion; when informed that the order was imperative, he ordered Carlton to withdraw, as we have sstingdnd wh
horse about, rode off after Poland, whose left had now been joined by Burnside's advance from the lower bridge.

When Powell gave the order for Dryer to withdraw the Confederates had abandoned the ridge north of the road and were then abandoninij Céfhetery h
Burnside's men approached from the lower bridge, Garden's Battery left its position and went through Sharpsburg; soon after, Squires' Batheiryg nodec the

fire of Burnside's skirmishers, went down a ravine southwest to the road leading to the lower bridge, and turning to the right went through fiighsirpstsiay.
Jenkins' Brigade was driven back from the apple orchard on the southeastern slope of the hill. All on Garneitt's left and right had gone, and itwasruiea fe

after he had seen Carlton fall back that he discovered that the extreme right had been turned and was giving way and that "a number of Yankeedlagstappeare
hill in rear of the town and not far from our only avenue of escape." Deeming the brigade in imminent danger of being captured he ordered a retreaimaimd as t
street of the town was commanded by the Union artillery, his infantry passed, for the most part, to the north of the town along the cross-strestliegectiontthe
found "troops scattered in squads from various parts of the army, so that it was impossible to distinguish men of the different commands." Meotips ieés
withdrawn without difficulty and retreated through the main street of the town, but the right section had some difficulty, was slow in getting yJaahel pesiceiving

this and that the guns were in danger from Poland's men and the advance of Burnside's Corps, Major Cabell, commanding the 18th Virginia, who ltkd moved ba
some 50 yards, halted his small regiment, faced it about, moved back into the corn and waited until the guns were moved off, then rejoined his khigade. It
movement which is thus referred to by Poland in his report: "the enemy advanced a regiment to protect the withdrawal of their guns from the hilfrdinecdly

our left. This regiment was driven back, but their object had been effected.” While Poland was engaged with Garnett's retiring troops, the 7 %&tahd Aor
Michigan of Willcox's Division, Ninth Corps, came up and fired a few shots at the retiring 18th Virginia, and the left of his line being relieved by tfieligan,
Poland assembled his regiment on the center files. It was while thus engaged that Dryer came up and ordered him to withdraw a short distanceqtaalthis com
under shelter of the ridge over which he had charged and await a supply of ammunition. He had lost 54 men killed and wounded. Carlton had lost a@bout half th
number--together their losses were about 85 of the 95 men killed, wounded and missing of the 5th Corps. Garnett's loss was 78 killed and woundetirdtmfut o
the number he had engaged. The loss sustained by the Confederates opposing Carlton cannot be definitely stated.

As Pleasonton records it, it was nearly 4 o'clock, after his batteries with “"renewed vigor and energy" had driven the enemy's batteries frotiotheirfrposthat a
heavy column of dust could be seen moving behind Cemetery ridge towards Sumner's left. He directed the fire of the batteries into the dust, aeM&opmibre
of the enemy’s line of battle, fully a mile long, could be seen bearing down on Richardson's Division, then commanded by Hancock." Hancock cadeplifer o
assist him; none could be spared at the moment, but Pleasonton "directed the fire of some 18 guns upon the enemy's line in front of him for twentemimeites,
had the satisfaction of seeing "“this immense line" first halt, deliver a desultory fire and then "break and run to the rear in the greatest cordissiceatid\
section (Pennington's) of Tidball's Battery was immediately advanced to the crest of a hill several hundred yards to the front, and in fromtoy thieHafacock's
left.

We cannot identify this immense column of Confederates moving to the left, the drift, if any, at this hour, was in the opposite direction. We knail tatiesof

D.H. Hill's men were keeping up a desultory affair with Richardson and about the time indicated by Pleasonton, George T. Anderson, with 200 to 8@%imen, m
from left to the right upon the ridge, but seeing, as he reports, no enemy, and being enfiladed by a battery on his left, moved back again to thepéitgeeenr P
but we cannot identify any body “fully a mile long," bearing down on Richardson. However, Pleasonton's success in breaking this immense linenahewaidiss

of Dryer in advancing far to the front on either side of the Sharpsburg road, and Burnside's advance, driving the enemy back, convinced Pletwsoitahtlzest
open for an advance to Cemetery ridge, to which point he desired to forward his batteries, to obtain an enfilading fire upon the enemy in fron¢ afriBienaiole
Sumner to advance to Sharpsburg. So satisfied was he that this could be done that, at 4 o'clock, he sent a request to Porter for a division to sapgert his ad
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accompanied by a report that both Burnside and Sumner were driving the enemy and that he desired to take advantage of the opening and advandeoitethe ridge
could not spare the division; in fact he did not have it. Earlier in the day Warren's Brigade had been sent to support Burnside and at 4 p.m., vibitenRisason
framing his request, the brigades of Griffin and Stockton of Morell's Division had gone to the right to support Sumner. Parts of two other brigaldesdyerith
Pleasonton. Moreover, Porter says: "Between the dispatching and receiving of that call the ttde baldachanged. Our troops on the left, under Burnside, had been
driven from the heights which they had so gallantly crowned, while those on the immediate left, under Sumner, were held in check. The army waklestdrstand.

the force asked for, and could not, under my orders, risk the safety of the artillery and center of the line, and perhaps impeéesthef sie day by further

diminishing my small command, not then 4,000 strong--then in the front line and unsupported, and protecting all our trains." Palfrey justifiesctRorte "not
complying with the request of an officer who was not even a corps commander, who was his inferior in rank, and whose request had not received dfi¢epproval
general commanding.” It appears, however, that Porter at 5 p.m. sent this dispatch to Sykes: "Burnside is driving the enemy. Please send wond ol §r@icom

sent to Pleasonton, to support his batteries, and let him drive them."

Meanwhile Van Reed's Battery, which arrived on the field about 2 o'clock, relieving Hains', after expending 400 rounds of ammunition, was reifevegitains'

at 5 o'clock, and recrossed the Antietam. Hains put all his guns on the right of the road, directing their fire against Confederate infantignemtinetipally

against those on the Piper farm, who were then engaging the 7th Maine, by which fire they suffered severely, both in advancing and falling backthAEidbsk b
and Hains recrossed the Antietam. The 5th United States, 4th and 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry followed the artillery and all joined their divisealyseitie Keryer
remained in his advanced position until the artillery had been withdrawn, when he marched back, waited until the cavalry had crossed and thémenerdgeveat
7.30 p.m., carrying with him his dead and wounded. Sykes reports that Dryer's troops "behaved in the handsomest manner, and had there beefoacedwailable
their support, there is no doubt he could have crowned the Sharpsburg crest.” Before Dyer retired the Confederates re-occupied the ground

from which they had been driven.

It will be remembered that early in the action, in fact before Carlton's and Evans' men had become engaged, Boyce's two guns had been retiredtitideridgeer
and between it and the Hagerstown road, but commanding the crests of the two hills in front. It appears that when Stevens, with his South Casalmiandack

to the Hagerstown road he had forgotten Boyce and his guns, but he soon recalled the fact. He says: "Perceiving that my retreat had left unstipparted a sec
Boyce's artillery, which | had not before seen, | again resumed my position, and, bringing up Boyce's battery, opened fire with musketry anpartileiye of

the enemy advancing on the right of the road. The line was broken and driven back. Colonel Walker, of Jenkins' brigade, having sent for artiliedyChjotaia
Boyce to his support. It was now late in the evening, and my men having nearly exhausted their ammunition, | left general instructions and sauwayitehe ord
officer. Before | could get more ammunition my men had fallen back, in accordance with instructions, and, finding them scattering in town, | ntiaeateed &nd
bivouacked for the night." Captain Boyce reports: "Colonel Stevens advanced...with a few skirmishers to the crest of the hill, and, findind tte geoupied by

the enemy immediately beyond, signaled me to advance. | went forward and placed my guns on the hill within canister range of the enemy. A few stmots drove h
beyond the range of canister. | afterward used solid shot, cutting down his flag and driving him back. Having occupied this important positiomiiutsevan
order came, from some source, for me to recross the road near the place occupied by me when | received my first order in the morning ttlgd crossed over

the road, as ordered, but could find no one there to give me any information as to who gave the order or what was required. This was late in the dftieenoon, an
battle soon after ended." Boyce went through the town and bivouacked with his (Evans') brigade. Evans says his little command gallantly droyelthdeSem
Infantry, from his cover in the cornfield and caused him to retreat in confusion, leaving a number of dead and two stands of colors, the lattentsonddyee by

a well directed fire of Captain Boyce's Battery. It is difficult to reconcile this statement with the fact that the 4th Infantry did not leave tiseancidieat Dryer
reported he carried off his dead and wounded.

Parker's Battery of 2 guns, under Lieutenant J. Thompson Brown, appears to have come on the field about the time the infantry and some artilleeagere in r
Brown says he went about 500 or 600 yards north of the road and passed the major of two batteries, who had been unable to hold the hill and was fiteing. The o
inquired where he was going, and having been informed, he ordered him back saying that he had not been able to hold the hill and it would be folipforchis sec
attempt it. Thompson (sic) replied that he was under orders from Colonel Lee and passed on, taking position in a depression of the ground betsean bl tre
excavation or ice-house in the ground, and firing over the hill at the 4th Infantry. "I remember," he writes, "seeing the standard bearer shohdmteafsitbt off

near the colors, and while he was lying down he raised the colors up on a

corn-hill."

When Dryer recrossed the Antietam, the 18th Massachusetts of Morell's Division crossed to the west side, established headquarters anda seeaetith

Mill, and advanced a strong picket line to the ridge where the batteries had been engaged during the day. In the "Century Magazine" i&8B¢tabatenant
Colonel Thomas M. Anderson writes that, late in the afternoon of the 17th, he was talking with his brigade commander, Colonel Buchanan, whebraxghtlerly
note from the senior officer in command of the regular infantry beyond the Antietam, stating in effect that there was but one Confederate batteeganehts in
front of Sharpsburg, connecting the wings of Lee's army, that he proposed to charge the battery, but asked instructions. Buchanan sent thesnatectcaSyiee
time, was talking with McClellan and Porter, some yards away, sitting on their horses between Taft's and Weed's batteries. After the war ArdiSsdgesaghye

an advance was not made upon Dryer's report. Sykes replied that he remembered the circumstances very well and that he thought McClellan warslérdlined to
the Fifth Corps but that when he spoke of doing so, Porter said: "Remember, general, | command the last reserve of the last army of the Republic.”

In the "Century" for January, 1887, Porter says that no such note as Captain Dryer's report was seen by him and no such discussion for usingdbk ptaeeves t
between him and McClellan.

In a private letter of January 31, 1899, Anderson says the incident occurred at sunset, two hours after the Pleasonton report and requestandhiseailisvias
talking with Buchanan, in front of his battalion, a shell exploded in a pile of cracker boxes, when Buchanan remarked that it was "the quickish diftrévd-tack

he had ever seen," and that at the time they were watching the movement of a body of Confederate troops from their center to left to attack Burrisaeand Buc
received the note and, after reading it, said: "Dryer reports center very weak and wants leave to attack," then sent the note to Sykes, and halstiveted tomte
Sykes, and Buchanan said: "Fall in your men, our turn has come at last," but no order was given to advance. Anderson further says that when Dityat returned
evening he blamed Blunt for not making the attack with him, as he proposed, without orders.

There is no record of such a paper being sent by Dryer, either in his own report or in those of his brigade or division commander, nor elsewheréiiré&verdffiic
Colonel W.H. Powell, then a lieutenant and adjutant- general of Buchanan's Brigade, intimates that such a note may have been received by BuUdwiiamabut
after Sykes had ordered the withdrawal of Dryer and while he was carrying the order of withdrawal. In the "Century" for March 1887, Powell wratesat@all
impetuous as Dryer always was, he could not remain idle, and it was observed that he was pushing forward on each side of the pike towards theddogsheccupie
enemy, with a view, as afterwards understood, to charge and take a battery there. Having observed this, and knowing it was not the intentiore adfocopd w

this particular time, to make any forward movement on center, | reported this to General Sykes and Buchanan, who were together at the time, amed lmyas dire
General Sykes to proceed at once to the advancetiqooshich Captain Dryer had obtained (being within 300 to 400 yards of the enemy's batteries) and direct him
to withdraw his troops immediately to the original fi at the head of the bridge, and then report in person to General Sykes. During my absence at the front, |
believe, the note in question was received. When Dryer reported, those who were present know that the interview was in no wise a subject of. cdnsasation
confidently believed, however, by the two brigades of regular infantry that if they had been thrown forward at any time towards the close of thertey bsup
Morell's Division, they could have carried the center, and thus could have enabled General Burnside to drive the enemy from the field on thedkSyk@&sne
comes to a similar conclusion. After paying a high compliment to the behavior of Dryer's men he says, "had there been an available force fortthrrsuippar
doubt he could have crowned the Sharpsburg crest.”
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General Porter has been severely and unjustly blamed for his inaction at Antietam. All the operations at the middle bridge were ordered by MeGiedianed H
Pleasonton across the stream; he ordered a part of Porter's infantry to Pleasonton's support. Being present he was responsible for the at#iotioor ofdtureer.

Burnside's Bridge: Daybreak to Dusk
THE BURNSIDE BRIDGE
by Ezra A. Carman (originally Chapter 21)

We approach the concluding scenes of the day, the end of a disjointed battle. While Pleasonton's batteries and a few regulars of Porter's Cagps viere eng
advance of the middle bridge, Burnside's Ninth Corps was engaged at the lower bridge and on the high ground between it and Sharpsburg, but there was no
cooperation in the movement. It is necessary to repeat the plarttief bia his preliminary report of the battle, made October1i®52, McClellan says:

"The design was to make the main attack upon the enemy's left--at least to create a diversion in favor of the main attack, with the hope of somejtarsgaitioge b
the enemy's right--and, as soon as one or both of the flank movements were fully successful, to attack their center with any reserve | might treemchialvelos h
elaborate report, dated August 4, 1863, but not made public until some months later, he says:

"My plan for the impending general engagement was to attack the enemy's left with the corps of Hooker and Mansfield, supported by Sumner's aad;,ibyneces
Franklin's, and, as soon as matters looked favorably there, to move the corps of Burnside against the enemy's extreme right, upon the ridghersonth@twlt
rear of Sharpsburg, and, having carried their position, to press along the crest toward our right, and, whenever either of these flank moverherdastessful, to
advance our center with all the forces then disposable.”

Burnside's understanding was that, when the attack by Hooker, Sumner, and Franklin should be progressing favorably, he "was to create a anegrsfdhen f

main attack, with the hope of something more." General Cox, to whom Burnside communicated his understanding of the part the Ninth Corps wasetadtén,in th
says: "It would also appear that Hooker's movement was at first intended to be made by his corps alone, taken up by Sumner's two corps (2nd andd2t® as soo
was ready to attack and shared in by Franklin if he reached the field in time, thus making a simultaneous oblique attack from out right by the whmBetfony ex
Porter's corps, which was in reserve, and the Ninth Corps, which was to create the "diversion” on our left and prevent the enemy from strippiog éiisfoigtet

his left. It is hardly disputable that this would have been a better plan than the one actually carried out. Certainly the assumption that thesNmiitdCengss the
Antietam alone at the only place on the field where the Confederates had their line immediately upon the stream which must be crossed under fi@iwhéadna

of column, and could then turn to the right along the high ground occupied by the hostile army before that army had been broken or seriously stakers&sewh
which would hardly be made until time dimmed the remembrance of the actutbpssf Lee's divisions upon the field."

Colonel William F. Biddle, in a highly laudatory article on McClellan, says that theemmnt planned and persistently ordered across the bridge as a "forlorn hope."

McClellan visited Burnside position on the 16th and, after pointing out to him the proper dispositions to be made during the day and night, inftmatetéhimould
probably be required to attack the enemy's right on the following morning.

The Confederate artillery opened fire early on the morning of the 17th and was replied to by all of Burnside's guns in position and others on hiBuightsand
Pennsylvania battery of Sturgis' Division, supported by the 21st Massachusetts, was advanced to the crown of the bluff overlooking the Aritietapasitnth on

the left of Weed's Battery and the enemy's guns were soon silenced. The fire of Benjamin, Durell and others was then directed to the right, atétesGmgaged
with Hooker and Mansfield, around the Dunkard Church and, though the distance was from 3200 to 3600 yards, it was quite accurate and very eftagttiveaTo m
Sturgis reports as a heavy concentration on the right and center Clark's Battery (E, 4th U.S.), was sent forward to a position on Durell's lefte3 béNMatullin,
Muhlenberg, and Cook were advanced to positions on Benjamin's left and somewhat to the front and to Benjamin's Battery was added two guns of Simmonds'.
Willcox was brought up and held in reserve.

While this artillery fire was going on and some of the troops being shelled out of the exposed positions to which, owing to McClellan's fault, thery dadilbeted
in darkness the night before, Burnside received the following from McClellan: (Here Carman pastes the unsigned note of 9/16 from OR's: "Thengenalaigo
has learned....")

This was not, on McClellan's part, a very judicious or auspicious opening of the day on the left, and probably had no bearing upon subsequenteveats,ibiat
show the state of mind at army headquarters. Burnside did not permit it to affect his determination to do all that the situation and the countri/hiequsned
replied: (Here Carman pastes Richmond to Williams from OR's:

"Your dispatch of yesterday this moment receivet) About 7 o'clock, Burnsideeceived an order to make his disjpiois to carry the stone bridge over the Antietam
but to await further orders before making the attack. In accordance with these instructions Cox was directed to advance the whole corps tortbst tinkystnesm
and hold it, keeping the troops under cover as much as possible.

Early in the morning Rodman's Division was northeast of the stone bridge; Harland's Brigade lying east of the road that ran past the Rohrbackrteyetao, o
left opposite the Rohrbach orchard. Fairchild's Brigade, on the left of Harland's, was in the northeast part of a cornfield that ran down thegdbd Akitietam. It
had been put in position in the darkness and when morning came, found itself exposed to the fire of Eubank's Battery across the Antietam, byenduichnérsyff
casualties before it could change position, which was almusigdiately done, the brigade moving up the ridge in the rear and under cover of the woods. Harland
followed later. Sturgis' Division was on the right of Rodman and on both sides of the road that led from Rohrbach's to Porterstown, with Croolgs @hanbis

right front, a short distance northeast of Rohrbach's. Willcox's Division was in rear of Sturgis, as a reserve, and Ewing's Ohio brigade was witB&odida had
directed that, in case of an attack on the bridge, Crook should make it; as a compliment to Cox's Kanawha division for its brilliant conduct at SairthGrook
threw forward two companies as skirmishers before whom some Confederate skirmishers, who had been sent across the bridge, retired, andiellstoajted or
forward.

Meanwhile, Burnside and Cox were watching the contest on the right. From the high ground occupied by them they saw the struggle between the Edst Woods an
West Woods, and around the Dunkard Church, and cheered every well aimed shot that Benjamin sent in that direction, and they saw the advanceiaimench's D
to the Sunken Road, and at this time Colonel Sackett, of McClellan's staff, rode up and handed Burnside this order: (Here Carman pastes the %10 from OR'

In his official report, made October 15, 1862, McClellan says: "Burnside's .covps entrusted with the difficult task of carrying the bridge over the Antietam, near
Rohrbach's farm, and assaulting the enemy's right, the order having been communicated to him at 10 o'clock a.m." Burnside says: "At 1€cei\ebathn prder

from the general commanding to make the attack.” Cox says the order was received at the time French was engaged at the Sunken Road, and: "Themanner in whi
we had waited, the free discussion of what was occurring under our eyes and our relation to it, the public receipt of the order by Burnside in theussuedshikie

form, all forbid the supposition that this was the reiteration of a former ordeniddiately upon receipt of the order Burnside directed Colonel Kingsbury, with the

11th Connecticut, to move forward as skirmishers and drive the enemy from the head of the bridge, and instructed Cox to detail Crook's Brigaddsysupport

Sturgis' Division, to make the assault and, the bridge was carried, to deploy to the right and left and take the heights above it. Rodman was ordeaed fordr
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below and join the column to be thrown over the ridge. Directly opposite the east end of the bridge is a bluff rising at an angle of over 35 degreéd athésght o
wooded on the top and on the east, but open on its western slope. About 300 yards below the bridge another hill, plowed at the time, rises at an anegs o6 35 de
height of 110 feet above the Antietam. At a point on the road 260 yards below the bridge a farm road--Rohrbach's--runs northerly through theatinmgéhssea

two hills from, to the Rohrbach farm house, thence to the Porterstown road. East and south of the second hill and 375 yards below the bridge waxf ssoorefiel

30 to 35 acres, on a sloping hill side, the southwest corner of which came down to the stream where the road leaves it to go southeast over a hightaidge and on
Rohrersville. In this cornfield is a ravine from which the ground ascends southerly 180 to 190 feet above the stream, and on this elevation vherbaieecis of
Benjamin, McMullin, C.P. Muhlenberg, Rmer and Cook, commanding a view of the field and overlooking the bridge, 900 yards distant. From the southwest corner
of the cornfield, which came down to the road where the Antietam begins to make a graceful sweep to the west, to the bridge is 375 yards. The roegtating squa
left to pass the bridge, which is 175 feet in length and but 12 feet wide. Cox gives an excellent decryption of the bridge and its surroundings:

"The bridge itself is a stone structure of three arches, with stone parapet above, this parapet to some extent masking the approach to thedrayt aheifalley

in which the stream (runs?) is quite narrow, the steep slopes on the right bank approaching quite to the water's edge. On this slope the roadiyayrisiagapth
ways from the bridge end, and passing to the higher lands above by ascending through ravines above and below, the other ravine being some 6GAeyards above
bridge, the turn about half that distance below. On the hill side immediately above the bridge was a stone fence, running parallel to the streaafithieeraadway
were covered by rifle pits and breastworks made of rails and stone, all of which defenses, as well as the woods which covered the slope, weresfidagmitls t
infantry and sharpshooters. Besides the infantry defenses, batteries were placed to enfilade the bridge and all its approaches. The drésl afitbeditise bridge

is curved toward the stream at the extremes, forming a sort of natural tete-du-pont. The next ridge beyond somewhat higher, though with iedbestppaegsion
between the two being but slight, and the distance varying in places from 300 to 700 yards."

McClellan, after stating in his report that Burnside had been given a "difficult task," says: "The valley of the Antietam at and near the bridge isitharigh

banks. On the right of the stream the bank is wooded, and commands the approaches both to the bridge and the ford. The steep slopes of the bartk wiee lined wi
pits and breastworks of rails and stones. These, together with the woods, were filled with the enemy's infantry, while there batteries conmpéetdiydcand

enfiladed the bridge and ford and their approaches."

The bridge was defended by about 400 men of Toombs Brigade, supported on the right by a regiment of 110 men of Drayton's Brigade and a company of Jenkins'
Brigade. The 20th Georgia, Colonel John B. Cummings, rested its left about 40 yards above the bridge with skirmishers on the left, some 200 gaidg theerlo
Antietam, and, in a good position, among some trees onrtiteediate bank of the stream, was a company of the 20th Georgia. On the right of this regiment, about
two-thirds way up the bluff and nearly opposite the head of the bridge, was a quarry from which the bridge could be raked its entire length. To&ttyrfare t

were in this quarry. On the right of the 20th was the 2nd Georgia, Lieutenant Colonel William R. Holmes, prolonging the line down the stream abdst@0@wyar
the bridge, where it curves sharply to the west, opposite the point where the Rohrersville road leaves it and ascends a sharp ridge. Thus thefghedipe paas
placed below the bridge. This disposition was adopted because the road to the bridge on the opposite side of the stream ran from below up theshaaterntar th
over 300 yards. Colonel H.L. Benning, 17th Georgia, had immediate command of these two regiments. The line was on the crest of the bluff, wedirgheltered
hidden by the trees, and strengthened by rail fences, fallen trees, and everything that could give protection. Farther to the right was the &(tfe @enagt

Colonel F. Kearse, of Drayton's Brigade, about 100 men, which held a line on the right of the 2nd Georgia. It was deployed in a very open order tagjuard a bli
plantation road leading to a ford in the bend of the Antietam between the right of the 2nd Georgia and Snavely's Ford. Between the 2nd and 50th k&dbagia was
company of Jenkins' South Carolina brigade, and on the right of the 50th, was the other half of this company, overlooking and observing SnavetyistiSokes

in general command of the whole line. On a ridge about 500 yards in rear was Richardson's Battery of the Washington Artillery but, finding thafar wastoo

to render service in defending the passage of the bridge, Toombs obtained Eubank's Battery of Colonel S.D. Lee's Battalion, which took pasiioand radout
half way between the stream and Richardson. Until near noon Eshleman's Battery was on Richardson's right. The batteries on Cemetery hill hathgeropleée
bridge and the road to Sharpsburg and, after its passage, inflicted many casualties upon the troops that had crossed.

Toombs minimizes the strength of his position, but says: "Its chief strength lay in the fact that, from the nature of the ground on the other sidg,weeeene
compelled to approach mainly by the road which led up to the river for near 300 paces parallel with my line of battle and distant therefrom from 58,tth@S0 fe
exposing his flank to a destructive fire the most of that distance.”

Cox ("Battles and Leaders of the Civil War," Vol. Il, §50), says: "I do not hesitate to affirm that the Confederat&ipnsvas virtually impregnable to a direct attack
over the bridge; for the column approaching it was not only exposed at point-blank range to the perfectly covered infantry of the enemy and $wehizdittesee
assigned to the special duty of supporting Toombs, and which had the exact range of the little valley with their shrapnel, but if itsleed|échawaching the bridge
its charge across it must be made under a fire plowing through its length, the head of the column melting away as it advanced, so that as everyssdaldmil@now
show no front strong enough to make an impression on the enemy's breastworks, even if it should reach the other side. As a desperate sort chdoressitmein f
right wing, it might be justifiable, but | believe that no officer or man who knew the actual situation at that bridge thinks a serious attack upanyipavasfa
McClellan original plan. Yet, in his detailed official report, instead of speaking of it as the difficult task the original report had called atshieasdittle different

from a parade or march across, which might have been done in half an hour."

Cox had immediate command of the Ninth Corps during thigeb@®n the afternoon of the 16th, when expecting a battle, he remained with his division, desiring to
lead it, and urged Burnside to assume the immediate command of the corps, to which Burnside objected “that as he had been announced as commgander of the ri
wing of the army composed of two corps, his own and Hooker's, he was unwilling to waivebépnce or to assume that Hooker was detached for anything more
than a temporary service," but that he would assist Cox in every way he could, till the crisis of the campaign should be over. Cox was an earnessadegalian

new to the Army of the Potomac, and three of the divisions were strangers to him. He had conducted a very succesBiahtcarbpaign in the Kanawha Valley,

West Virginia, in the summer df861, and had a well disciplined agdod division, that, under his command, had done good and brilliant service at South Mountain,
and, to anticipate, he handled the Ninth Corps well at Antietam.

It would have been better had he handled it alone. It has been well said that "Burnside became a mere receiver itied tfaorsiers to the commander of the Ninth
Corps, and on the other hand it may easily be believed that so good a soldier as Cox would have shown more activity and accomplished more, if hesdfiad felt him
really the commander of the corps. With Burnside close to him, he probably felt as if he were the mere tactical leader of the corps, not thinkingjfiaplig, bu

seeing that it executed orders which came to him from or through Burnside." It can be stated upon unguestionable authority that had he felt thrashengi#sén
command he would not have depended upon reconnaissances made by McClellan's engineers and aides for knowledge of the crossings of the sttéwave but woul
ascertained that matter in person, and that he would have had two divisions at Snavely's Ford, before 10 o'clock on the morning of the 17th,seeubrto cros
McClellan gave the order to attack. However, this was not to be; we take things as we find them, and continue the narrative.

It had been determined that Crook's Brigade should lead in the attack on the bridge and that Sturgis' Division should support it. It was thoughetheinigypart
of Sturgis' command to the plowed field below the bridge, it could cover the advance of Crook, who could make a straight dash down the hill dineetligeppos
bridge and carry it, and orders were given accordingly; Crook preceded by the 11th Connecticut, as skirmishers, to assault the bridge. Thetitithiasrthea
detached from its brigade, and went forward to the crest of the hill east of the Rohrbach road, where it was halted and a battery put in positiahstesled, tie
opposite bank of the Antietam. When the artillery firing ceased the regiment went down the plowed hill, crossed the Rohrbach road near the stream, and,
skirmishing order, with a reserve, went over a wooded spur, and, under a severe fire, pushed for the bridge. The left of the line reached thetertekesmpobi
the Rohrbach road, and the right gained the level ground at the foot of the hill opposite the bridge; Captain Giswold, on the left, endeavorediereact bss the
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creek and was mortally wounded in the water; on the right Colonel Kingsbury was severely and then mortally wounded, while leading the resenebiidggrd th
and, after a short but gallant effort, in which it lost over one third of its men, the regiment fell back.

The 11th Connecticut was soon followed by Crook, who seems to have misunderstood the orders under which he was acting, as he says they wereritigeross the b
over Antietam Creek after General Sturgis had taken the bridge," but upon his arrival in the vicinity he found that Sturgis had not arrived, se hétkedhtt

ahead as skirmishers, in the direction of the bridge. Early in the morning, before the general advance had been ordered, two companies of thestd geathio,
forward as skirmishers on the wooded bluff, to watch the enemy closely and give notice of any movement made by them. They were fired upon as they made thei
appearance on the west side of the bluff, fell back under cover and returned the fire upon the Georgians beyond the creek. This was prior to thibaddaince of
Connecticut, and when that advance was made, the two companies were on the right of it, and still skirmishing. Crook's Brigade consisted ofttheridl 8§tR8

Ohio, attached to it was a Kentucky Battery, commanded by Captain Seth J. Simmonds. One section of this battery had been detached to Benjaméd with remai
the brigade. When Crook received his orders he was a short distance northeast of Rohrbach's. He advanced, left the 36th Ohio in Rohrbach'sverthdodyand

the road with the 11th and 28th, halting in the road about 200 yards from the house. Four companies of the 28th Ohio were sent over the wooded hil) aa the rig
skirmishers, and as they approached the open field looking down on the bridge, the fire from the opposite bank of the stream was so severe thek gney fell b
rejoined the regiment on the Rohrbach road. Five companies of the 28th were now ordered to place in position, on the crest of the wooded hill ineebiodge)g

two guns of Simmonds' Battery, and Crook, ordering the 11th Ohio to advance on the bridge, led the other five companies of the 28th, by the right#tank ove
wooded hill to co-operate with the 11th in a charge on the bridge, but lost direction and, instead of coming out at the bridge, went down the hillcawidiuarge t

yards of the creek, at a point where there was a bend in the stream and a ford about (?) yards above the creek, where seeking shelter under a londsandy ridge a
fence, he engaged the Confederate skirmishers opposite and remained until the bridge had been carried by Sturgis' Division. When Crook |eddheifis®fco

the 28th to the right, the 11th Ohio was formed in line on the left of the road, on the side of the plowed hill, and advanced, but, under conflictingemraiees,

broken, the right wing moving across the road to the wooded hill, where the two companies had remained as skirmishers, while the left wing mbdedstiiaggh

open hill to its base, about 100 yards from the creek, where it came under severe fire of infantry and artillery. Lieutenant Colonel Coleman, gohenegidirent,

was mortally wounded, the ranks were thrown into confusion, and Major Lyman J. Jackson, finding himself in a useless and very exposed positigh,armared w

of the regiment to the right, recrossed the field and the Rohrbach road, under cover of the fire of some of the 11th Connecticut, who had held @sto the fenc
bordering the stream, and halted at a point of the hill opposite the bridge, where he reunited his command, formed under cover, and kept up fas wntiehedy

to retire and join the 36th Ohio in the Rohrbach orchard. Crook handled his command badly, his loss was trifling, and he reported to Cox that helkddllestan
could not approach closer to the bridge. Crook's movement having failed, Sturgis was ordered to take the bridge. Intending to act as a suppod tal&rook a
advantage of any success gained by him, he had moved his division to the left and front, in stich thasit could make a quick dash up the road, skirting the

stream, to the bridge. Nagle's Brigade lay nearest the bridge. The 2nd Maryland, Lieutenant Colonel J.E. Duryea, had marched down a stock |evecfismaRdh
halted, with its right at the southwest corner of the cornfield, 375 yard below the bridge; the 6th New Hampshire, Colonel S.S. Griffin, was af the stdeko

lane, in rear of the 2nd Maryland, and under cover of the plowed hillimmediately west. The 48th Pennsylvania, Lieutenant Joshua K. Sigfried owratreehth

the corn to a small log building, in the southwest corner, near the 2nd Maryland; and the 9th New Hampshire, Colonel Enoch A. Fellows, went dowe toeugh t

to the fence bordering the road and opened fire upon the enemy's skirmishers across the stream. Ferrero's Brigade followed Nagle's and tothle usitieid,

three regiments about 200 yards from its western edge, the 35th Massachusetts on their left and rear, on a hill side overlooking them. Somisfitleechatter
engaged when Crook was making his movement, but now all the guns that could be brought to bear opened a furious fire upon the west head of the bridge and the
wooded heights below it, and further preparations were made to carry the bridge.

Rodman's Division, supported by Ewing's Brigade, had been directed to cross at the ford below the bridge. General Cox says: "Burnside's viger efdseasat

the front attack at the bridge was so difficult that the passage by the ford below must be an important factor in the task; for if Rodman's Divisancenlid

getting across there, at the bend of the Antietam, he would come up in rear of Toombs, and either the whole of D.R. Jones' Division would have tored@¢ance to
Rodman, or Toombs must abandon the bridge...and Rodman was ordered to push rapidly for the bridge. (?) We were constantly hoping to hear sodme#imilsg of Ro
advance by the ford, and would gladly have waited for some more certain knowledge of his progress, but at this time McClellan's sense of therebeessitthef

right was such that he was sending reiterated orders to push the assault. Not only were these forwarded to me, but to give additional weight tems/ instruc
Burnside sent direct to Sturgis urgent messages to carry the bridge at all hazards."

Nagle had taken position before the failure of Crook's attack; soon after it cessation Sturgis ordered him forward, up the road to the bridge.érttewagvem
initiated by the 48th Pennsylvania, which had left it place near the log building in the cornfield, moved to the right over the slope of the plowesbdedthe
Rohrbach road and formed line on the wooded knoll in front of the bridge, near where the 11th Ohio had been engaged, and from which they were aow retiring,
where five companies of the 28th Ohio were getting two of Simmonds' guns in position. Here the regiment opened fire upon the Confederates begond the str

To lessen the long stretch of the road along which it was necessary to move, under flank fire of the enemy, within easy pistol shot, the 2nd Marylamtérwas co
marched up the lane, about 200 yards to where the 6th New Hampshire had halted, and, under cover of the plowed hill, the two regiments, about 15@&nmen each,
formed for the charge. It required but a few moments, when, side by side, with bayonets fixed, they went down the hill for its southwest cornerathedzahrb

was fenced with stout chestnut posts and rails, and was quite high, . The officers ran ahead, soon removed a short panel and as the head of theczmieMaryland
the opening it met with such a withering fire that the leading files began to shrink and elbow out of the ranks, but the vehement commands and tliéhexample o
officers steadied the ranks, the line straightened up and charged up the road toward the bridge under a severe front and flank fire. About midevattieynadth
struck the road and the bridge the road bends slightly to the right; upon reaching this point the head of the column came under the fire of the Gieorgichs po
quarry, just south of the head of the bridge, and those on the brow of the bluff, behind rail barricades and trees, not over 100 yards distantgethédudiy the
Maryland men went down, but the regiment still went on and had reached to within 250 feet of the bridge when the right wing was so shattered thatrthellsurviv
back and sought such cover as the fences, logs and trees afforded. The left wing essayed a farther advance, but it, too, was checked and sowthtidewver. The
Hampshire severely suffered before it cleared the opening in the fence, but it was close on the heels of the 2nd Maryland, and met the same fdyeshtteread
sought cover and opened fire across the stream, in which it was joined by the Maryland men. The 9th New Hampshire followed the charging reginsahts as far a
Rohrbach road, where it halted; its left about 100 yards from the road which ran to the bridge, the right extending up the road in which it had haledl, and a
covered from the fire beyond the creek, which was answered by crawling up the hillside and delivering an accurate and constant fire.

Cox now ordered Sturgis to take two regiments from Ferrero's Brigade, which had not been engaged, and make a column by moving them by the fladk, swle by si
that when they passed the bridge they could turn to right and left, forming line as they advanced on the (rear?). As the effort along the main rosal had been
disastrous it was determined that these two regiments should charge from the hill opposite the bridge where Crook had made his futile attemgetvidssahe
supported by artillery on the right, and on the left by infantry lying along the road below the bridge--2nd Maryland, 6th and 9th New Hampshire, and 21st
Massachusetts--the 35th Massachusetts to follow the two charging regiments. Under Cox's instructions Ferrero selected the 51st Penusyldoia Eol

Hartranft, and the 51st New York, Lieutenant Colonel Robert B. Potter. The two regiments piled their knapsacks in the cornfield, filled theifrcamtberspring

near the road, marched out of the corn, went over the lower plowed hill, crossed the Rohrbach road, and ascended the eastern slope of the waddekddoll tha
down upon the entrance to the bridge, and formed behind the 48th Pennsylvania, at a point where a dip in the ground concealed them from view, $iglv&dist Penn
on the right. The two regiments had about 335 officers and men each.

Meanwhile Simmonds' two guns had been placed in position, supported by five companies of the 28th Ohio, and opened fire upon the heights abdvefithefar en
bridge; Clark's Battery (E, 4th U.S.) of six guns, was brought down the north side of the hill and opened fire at the same time, and a battery in keg@robfa®lsr
Taft's, added its fire. The 21st Massachusetts, Colonel William S. Clark, about 150 men, moved from the cornfield, took position behind the fletebtta
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plowed hill and engaged the enemy's skirmishers beyond the stream. When everything was ready a heavy skirmishing fire was opened all alondpéhstezamk, of t
the guns were active with canister and shell, and the two regiments, led by Hartranft, sprang from cover, passed over the 48th Pennsylvaniasiaed ysdé b
down the hill by the flank, straight for the bridge, a little over 300 yards distant, and were met by such a severe fire that the progress of the catheuhedias
When going down the hill, the company commanders, at least some of them, of the 51st Pennsylvania, came to the conclusion that it would be irttpossible for
regiments to charge in a body across such an exceedingly narrow structure as they saw before them, and changed their course to the right arehthefmriHart
stop them, gained a stone fence running north from the bridge abutment, and parallel to the creek, when, under good cover, they opened fireeatnogotier st

at the head of the 51st New York, perceiving this movement and fearing that his exposed flank would lose very heavily, under the concentratehérayf the
brought his regiment forward into line and then obliqued to the left, down to the road, on the edge of the stream below the bridge, where a ragfesmmeffer
cover, and joined the 51st Pennsylvania in a rapid fire across the stream, principally upon the quarry near the far end of the bridge. When Cabtie Zlatk
Massachusetts saw this condition of affairs he double quicked his regiment along the road and formed on the left of the 51st New York, where heoyvas joined
company of the 35th Massachusetts.

After firing in this position a few minutes and perceiving a slackening in the Confederate fire, and that some of them were leaving, Potter béedntieegatisush
would carry the bridge, and suggested to Hartranft that it be made, but the latter replied that his men had received so heavy a fire that it woufitbk tegedi
them to leave cover, upon which Potter asked permission to lead his own regiment over, which was granted. Potter communicated his order t@hipaearest c
commander on the right and, rushing toward the bridge, waved his sword for the regiment to follow, and it started on the run. When it reached wétti&tiew f
bridge, the 51st Pennsylvania, which had seen the enemy in its front retiring by two's and three's, and spurred by the action of the New York meleftdiatly th
through a gateway in the fence, close to the bridge, and the regiments, side by side, their colors close together, crossed the bridge amid tistastastheehing
from every part of the field from which they could be seen. Upon clearing the bridge the two regiments turned to the right and halted in the roadSleagiaung.
Toombs' men fell back, some were taken prisoners, and a few sharpshooters were found in the trees, who could not make their escape.

The 21st Massachusetts did not cross the bridge at this time, as it was out of ammunition, but the 35th Massachusetts, was close upon the heelswaf the of th
charging regiments. It had followed them from the cornfield, after a brief interval, and skirting the base of the plowed hill, passing along theergasof
Massachusetts, crossed the Rohrbach road, made a short halt on the wooded hill, then went out of the woods by the flank, but seeing the forcesdalomgengag
the banks of the stream, it was ordered in line to join in the firing, but the movement was scarcely completed when the charge for the bridge wawhkedmitupon
came at once into column and rushed across the bridge, close upon the heels of the two 51sts, the third regiment to cross, and turning to thehegtwigassed
regiments and formed in the road, on their right, about 1 p.m. Nagle's Brigade quickly followed; the 48th Pennsylvania, which had been on the@twitécid o

the 51st Pennsylvania moved in its charge, went down the hill close behind the 35th Massachusetts, crossed the bridge, turned to the left, lasgbislby the

very rough farm road and threw out skirmishers to the front and left, those on the left going down the stream until they met the advancing skirrodimarsof R
Division, which had crossed the Antietam at Snavely's Ford. The 6th and 9th New Hampshire followed the 48th Pennsylvania across and up the rfiachonehe le
under heavy artillery fire and formed line under cover of the ridge beyond, upon which skirmishers were deployed, who became warmly engageafitie those
enemy about 350 yards distant, covered by a stone fence. Eubank's Confederate Battery had been driven from the field by the furious fire of tileryJaimuart

10 a.m. Richardson's Battery remained until Toombs fell back, when it went down the Otto lane and then through Sharpsburg, but Brown's Bat@rhyaabeud9
the front and right of where Nagle's men had halted, poured in a rapid fire of shell and shrapnel. At the same time the Confederate guns on Cereeténgihill th
shell and shrapnel into the ranks of the men lying in the road near the bridge, killing and wounding many; among those killed was Lieutenant Caergl Bélgm
51st Pennsylvania. About the time the bridge was carried Crook crossed his five companies of the 28th Ohio at the ford 350 yards above and coygsiedrthe Sha
road, where, later, he was joined by the rest of his brigade, which crossed at the bridge. Captain H.F. Devol's company of the 36th Ohio was $ertftihéhe rig
road, on the high ground overlooking Sherrick's to dislodge some skirmishers, who were giving much annoyance.

Very soon after crossing the bridge, and while Nagle's Brigade was going up the road on the left and taking position, the 35th Massachusetts twasoether ok
heights on the right. About 75 yards above the bridge is a ravine beyond is a very bold hill overlooking the road and stream. The regiment was dsdellett up th
started in line of battle, the left in the ravine, climbing with difficulty high rail fences and the steep ground, soon swung into column and moeirighiylénk as it
neared the top. When it reached the bare brow of the hill Brown's Battery opened fire upon it, killing and wounding several, and it fell back underf the bith

and lay down in a grass field. Soon after the 21st Massachusetts came up and formed on its left. The 51st Pennsylvania and 51st New York remairiedHer a time
road near the bridge.

Sturgis' artillery followed his infantry across the bridge. We left Durell's Battery early in the morning engaged on the bluff overlooking tie Afroet which

position it went back to near where Benjamin was using his long range guns, and two guns were advanced to assist Simmonds and Clark in silenciagttiee enemy
head of the bridge, but did not get in action before the bridge was carried, when they went down the hill, crossed the bridge and up the road to tregagtband
ascend the ravine, by which the left of the 35th Massachusetts had gone up the bluff. No favorable position could be found for the guns and theyhetidgd,t
then up the road to the left and joined the other four guns which had crossed the bridge and taken a position on a ridge 450 yards nearly west oftthe bridge an
overlooking a deep valley beyond which about 900 yards from the battery the ground rises from 40 to 60 feet higher, and along which runs the rogesfrorg Shar
to the mouth of the Antietam and Harper's Ferry. At first the two guns of the battery were on the right of Clark's, these were brought to the lefttenguhédzht

its left about 25 yards from the northeast corner of a 40 acre cornfield, through which ran a deep ravine south to the Antietam at Snavely's Foroatiénemwée

into position it became hotly engaged with Brown's Battery on the right and front. Clark's Battery while going into position on the right of RDurgllissiotwo of
Durell's being on his right, was greeted with a rapid fire of spherical case from Brown's guns. Lieutenant W.L. Baker was killed, Captain Clgrkaaeveeel and
compelled to leave the field, and the command devolved upon Sergeant C.F. (Merkel?), who fought the battery the rest of the day with skill and courage.

In the several efforts to carry the bridge, the Union loss was about 500; that of the Confederates in defending it about 120, and they held it argibftibecml st
Pennsylvania and 51st New York were upon it, when most of the Georgians retreated, but the commander of the 2nd Georgia, Lieutenant ColonekHlohges, app
to some of his men to follow him, ran down to the bank of the stream, and with a cry of defiance shook his sword in the faces of the Union men and fell pierced by
many bullets. Thus fell, says Colonel Benning: "a good officer, and as gallant a man, | think, as my eyes ever beheld." Benning pays this tribute"thuhisgiee

long and terrible fire not a man, except a wounded one, fell out and went to the rear--nota man."

Scant justice has been done the brave men who fought at the Burnside bridge. It is true that there was not such a holocaust of dead as on otheelshitsiothéhe fi
fighting was brilliant. Allan, the historian of the Army of Northern Virginia, writes: "There was no part of the bloody field of Sharpsburg whicsedtn®re

gallant deeds both of attack and defense than did the Burnside bridge. (?) A fierce contest was waged for its possession. (?) The 500 Fedemmlesollezdindg

or dead along the eastern approach to the bridge were witnesses to the courage of the assaults. On the Confederate side of the stream Toondisiéntssmall re
held their ground, and threw back assault after assault with a coolness and tenacity unsurpassed in history."

There has been much unjust criticism at the delay in taking the bridge. The events narrated followed each other iccgagtkrsand were as energetically pushed

as were the movements on any other part of the field. General Cox says: "The successive efforts had been made as closely following each othé&reah asbible
been a fierce combat; in which the men, with wonderful courage, had not easily accepted defeat, and even when not able to cross the bridge hadheaddisise of t
at the end, the fences, and every tree and stone as cover, while they strove to reach with their fire their well-protected and nearly concealeluppdisantthe
fighting had been short, and only to prepare new efforts. Nearly three hours had been spent in a bitter and bloody contest across the narrowestezdiyoffthe s
work was attested by our losses." Confederate reports confirm Cox's statements and shovitibe cbaflairs on that side. Colonel Benning, who was in

immediate command of the 2nd and 20th Georgia, after giving thetigrgswithout supports and the general line of battle nearly or quite three quarters of a mile in
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rear, says: "In this forlorn condition were the two regiments when the fight opened in earnest. At this time the enemy's infantry, aided by theyfiptectnaf
artillery, opened on our whole line as far up as the bridge. It was bold and persevering. The enemy came to the creek. The fire not only from thiirtififamtry
the artillery, was incessant, the artillery being so placed that it could fire over the heads of the infantry. It was met by a rapid, well direcfédclaing tire from
our men, under which the enemy, after a vain struggle broke and fell back. This attack was followed by two similar ones from apparently freshdoptiearsd tr
with like results, the last of the two extending above the bridge to the upper part of our line. At length, toward 12 o'clock, the enemy made pfeparatitimsore
formidable attack. A battery was placed in position from which it could command at almost an enfilade the whole face of the hill occupied by ouodnabps. S
opened fire, and the infantry, in much heavier force than at any time before, extending far above as well as below the bridge, again advancdd e attac
combined fire of the infantry and artillery was terrific. It was, however, withstood by our men until their ammunition was quite exhausted, apdenatity had
gotten upon the bridge and were above and below fording the creek. | then gave the order to fall back."

The position to which the Georgians retired was a stone fence about 900 yards in rear, some of them went farther to the south and skirmished withdhe advan
Rodman's Division, which had crossed at Snavely's Ford. There is no doubt that an earlier appearance of Rodman on this part of the field woutddhave rende
unnecessary much of the great loss sustained in the successive attacks on the bridge. His delay is partly attributable to the want of knowledigedof the fit6th
McClellan's engineer officers made reconnaissances for fords and gathered information regarding them, and Burnside was informed by thevasteafdithess
than a half mile below the bridge, and when Rodman's Division was led to its bivouac that night Fairchild's Brigade was supposed to be opposttexsajerdll
the orders for the movement of troops were based on the reports of the engineer officers. Burnside reports that in the morning, after the preleniesiy \weve
made and before the general advance was ordered, "Rodman's Division, with Scammon's Brigade in support was opposite the ford, some thraevilearters of
below the bridge." Cox reports that it was "about one-third of a mile below the bridge." In reality the nearest ford below the bridge, the one bgféneedrtgineer
officers--was two-thirds of a mile, and was impracticable, not properly situated, being at the foot of a steep bluff, rising more than 160 fewth dvweowld have
been almost impossible to deploy infantry against a skirmish line; and the passage of the ford would have consumed much time. It was not untdafterdRodm
been ordered to advance, about 10 o'clock, from the heights to which he had retired early in the morning, and had marched some distance that tre béchme awa
fact that the only ford by which he could cross was a mile distant--as the crow flies from his starting point--and that he would be required to maehdwer very
rough ground to reach it. This was Snavely's Ford 680 yards below the ford indicated in the orders of the day. It does seem probable that had ore or two of th
regiments of Pleasonton's cavalry been used on this flank, some good results would have followed, not only in finding and crossing the fortnguR pdoten's
flank from its surprise and disaster later in the day.

Rodman's Division consisted of two brigades commanded by Colonels Harrison S. Fairchild and Edward Harland. Fairchild had the 9th New York (Hawkins'
Zouaves), 89th and six companies of the 103rd New York. To this brigade was attached a battery of naval howitzers, under command of Captaig, J%&h Wh

New York. Harland had the 8th, 11th and 16th Connecticut, and 4th Rhode Island. Battery A, 5th U.S. Artillery, Lieutenant Charles P. Muhlenb&gheaio at

the division, but did not accompany it to the left, nor did the 11th Connecticut. The division was followed by the 12, 23rd and 30th Ohio of Scamau®'s Brig
Scammon being in command of the Kanawha division, his brigade was commanded by Colonel Hugh Ewing, 30th Ohio. The entire force numbered about 3,200
officers and men.

Rodman moved from his position on the high ridge at 10.30 a.m., crossed the Rohrersville roatD@Boyards below the bridge, marched some 500 yards after
crossing the road, and halted opposite the great bend in the Antietam, where the course of the stream changes from due south to west. Whitinggsdipeitguns
position to shell the wooded bluff opposite the ford by which it was proposed to cross, and shelled the road and woods on the opposite side ofitiegdtesk, dr
enemy from their positions. This fire of Whiting's enfiladed the line of Georgians, at and below the bridge, and the annoyance it caused thehtasnmefeme of

their reports. Meanwhile skirmishers had gone down to the creek and Rodman had come to the conclusion that this ford was not one that could beicectsgd and
Colonel Harland to make further reconnaissance. Harland says: "l then sent out two companies of skirmishers from the 8th Connecticut Volscaeersifo di
possible, a ford by which the creek could be crossed." These two companies were under command of Captain C.L. Upham. The bank of the stream s quite heav
wooded, with dense undergrowth, but Upham soon reported that he had found a practicable ford, and the column, Fairchild's Brigade in advamym@arihed
Whiting's Battery supported by the 8th Connecticut, was put in position on a hill just below the ford to cover the crossing. Much time had beentast aedrity 1
o'clock. Cox says the winding of the stream made Rodman's march much longer than was anticipated, and that, in fact, he only approached the rear of Toomb
position from that direction about the time when the last anctessful charge upon the bridge was made, between noon and 1 o'clock. From Snavely's Ford to the
bridge, in a direct line, a little east of north, iti275 yards. When the head of column halted on the hill overlooking the ford, at an elevation of 100 feet, it had an
extensive view of a stretch of country toward the front and right, and above the bushes and over the trees, could be seen the smoke of the cogéeahdtttie rid
charge of the 51st Pennsylvania and 51st New York, and while the contest was in progress Fairchild's Brigade, the 9th New York leading, mardhéedy; the le
down an old trail or wood road and entered the stream; which is about 75 feet wide, with a swift and strong current, the water hip deep. At the far seeloas a m
partly plowed, beyond which the ground rose gradually to a stone fence, running parallel to the stream and about 165 yards from it, and on thghigteepe hi
wooded bluff, the eastern part of which commanded the ford 680 yards above Snavely's.

When partly across the ford the 9th New York received the fire of Confederate skirmishers--the company from Jenkins' Brigade and some of thei&ith&eorg
were behind the stone fence, by which some men were wounded, but, without replying to it, the column moved on, reached the opposite bank, ahd rifilng to t
came under shelter of the wooded bluff. The regiment then faced to the left and began the ascent of the bluff, which was very steep, rocky and edesglddvith
undergrowth. Rodman was with the regiment, which broke into detachments right and left, to avoid impassable places, also to drive therefromeremyyofthe
might be secreted in the woods, and in this manner, overcoming many difficulties, reached the summit of the bluff, 185 feet above the Antietfafipwiedbly
103rd and 89th New York, and the entire brigade , marching by the right flank, near the bank of the stestrthe advancing skirmishers of the 48th Pennsylvania,
and made a junction with the troops who had forced the bridge. Under a very severe atrtillery fire from the enemy's guns in the direction of Shabpglaaley the
halted in a depression of the ground in rear of Durell's and Clark's batteries.

Harland followed Fairchild and while the latter was making his difficult way up the bluff, on the right, the 4th Rhode Island crossed the creek wfdlee fnemy
behind the stone fence, filed to the left on open ground, then one company to the front and one to the left as skirmishers, and advancing drovethdétenemy fr
stone fence and formed behind it, and almost immediately received a musketry fire from the left, which was almost immediately sileritied'syWis across the
creek. The 16th Connecticut followed the 4th Rhode Island and moved to support its left. Two companies were sent to the left, beyond the Sngseintwiietia
deployed behind the stone and rail fences of the road leading to Myers' Ford, and at the foot of a bluff, upon which was a large cornfield, in whi¢ralhisford
cavalry skirmishers, who advancing to the brow of the bluff, opened fire, and Eshleman's Louisiana battery, about 600 yards to the right argkftosidrppel
among them. Some casualties resulted and the skirmishers were ordered back to the regiment, which moved to the right along the rear of the 4tl,R¥tade, Isla
as soon as the 16th Connecticut had passed, moved to the right and formed under cover. The 8th Connecticut now came up and the brigade marcheedng the ravin
to the right, the two Connecticut regiments forming in Fairchild's rear, and the 4th Rhode Island farther to the left in the woods near the creékhiBwingade
followed Harland, came under fire of Eshleman's guns and, marching under cover, halted some distance below the bridge, thus forming the éxtefine|efnd
it was 2 o'clock. After the infantry had crossed the ford, Whiting went over with his five guns, under a fire of shrapnel from Eshleman's Batteyibut foun
impracticable to follow the infantry. His guns were brass navy howitzers, 12-pounders, two rifled and three smooth bore, each gun hauled byatwicihetsat
guided by a man on each side with a rope fastened to it, going down hill the men had to hold the gun back with a rope. There were no limbers, the anmgunition bei
carried in an army wagon, together with the rifles of the men, who, when not acting as artillery, served as infantry. After crossing the streamthitiregground
too rough for the movement of his guns, he could not supply them with aftioruand was ordered to recross the stream and rejoin the command by way of the
bridge. He followed the bank of the stream, under the bluff, to the right, and crossed at the ford 680 yards above Snavely's. When nearing thesioledga Buet,
who ordered Whiting to leave his guns behind, under guard, get the rifles from the wagons, cross the bridge and report to Cox, all of which waswas&tetinit
the day. Three divisions of the Ninth Corps had now been thrown across the Antietam and formed in one curved line; the left resting on the streahheibvs be
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the bridge, the right on the Sharpsburg road, close to the stream, 300 yards north of the bridge. Sturgis' Division, supported by Crook's Brigdile righs o
Rodman's Division, supported by Ewing's Brigade on the left. It would have been well if they had been in condition to go forward; both Burnside sinlde@ox sa
were not: "The ammunition of Sturgis and Crook's men had been nearly exhausted, and it was imperative that they should be freshly suppliedhigeifui@ enter
another engagement. Sturgis also reported his men so exhausted by their efforts as to be unfit for an immediate advance.” On this Cox, who hedl thecompani
troops across the bridge, sent to Burnside the request that Willcox's Division be sent over, with an ammunition train, and that Sturgis' Dipiaeddsyréne fresh
troops, remaining, however, on the west side of the stream as support to the others. “This was done as rapidly as was possible," says Cox, ‘mdhbact@rythi
pass down the steep hill road and through so narrow defile as the bridge.” Meanwhile McClellan, abandoning effort on every other part of thelfigig and ho
Pleasonton in check, was sending Burnside pressing orders to advance, but offered him no assisting hand, although in his order of 9.10 a.m. he pesié\em t
assurance that when he should have uncovered the middle bridge he would be supported, and, if necessary, on his own line of attack. Pleasoetbtinéhad cross
middle bridge, there was no obstacle to the prompt support of Burnside, the way was open, and when Pleasonton suggested lending a helping leamihi¢étvas det
not to do so.

Willcox's Division, which had now been joined the three regiments detached the night before for service on Elk Ridge and was about three-folettisoaf sheni

bridge, went up the road, over the bridge and along the Sharpsburg road to near where it leaves the creek and turn northwest. The division had two brigade
commanded by Colonel B.C. Christ and Thomas Welsh, of the 50th and 45th Pennsylvania respectively. In Christ's Brigade were 28th Massachliceigsi 7th

79th New York, and 50th Pennsylvania. Webb had the 8th Michigan, 46th New York, 45th and 100th Pennsylvania. Captain Asa McCook's 8th Masstafyusetts ba
accompanied the division; Benjamin's Battery remaining east of the Antietam. The head of the division crossed the bridge about 2 o'clock gadeok/as8n

support. After Willcox had crossed the bridge, the 51st Pennsylvania and 51st New York, which had remained in the road near the bridge, aschrgiedtide hig

and took position on the left of the 21st and 35th Massachusetts, the line being in rear of Rodman's right.

The road from the bridge to Sharpsburg runs along an open hollow or ravine, which winds along to the village, overlooked by the heights to the fighnaadre
the heights, the country is rolling and with many field fences, some of which were of stone. The Confederate skirmishers were posted behind #eseliaxe
haystacks, which also, with orchards and cornfields, served to conceal their lines. Batteries of field guns commanded the road and hollow dotigtdontbadh

the whole plateau above was swept by cross fire of artillery. Such was the character of the ground over which Willcox was obliged to pass, but weetraust now g
more extended view of the field over which the entire Ninth Corps is to move and the Confederate dispositions to hold it.

If the reader consults the map he will see that that portion of the field of battle south of Sharpsburg and west of the Antietam is included by the &wbnshor
Harper's Ferry roads, running at nearly right angles to each other and the southeast quarter of the village lies in tleeneteye. IGll lies east of thellage and
descends sharply east and south, on the south to a broad ravine, or hollow, through which runs a spring-branch from the village to the Antieteeachédschbiout
375 yards above the bridge. The road to the bridge runs over the southwest slope of the hill, then crosses the spring-branch and follows it oa thilvest sid
reaches the Antietam, which it follows and overlooks to the bridge. From the hollow south of Cemetery hill the ground again rises to a ridge rbmm@sg sout
gradually widening to a plateau along which runs, south, the road from Sharpsburg to Harper's Ferry. From the hollow through which runs the bearozidanod t
the bridge are ravines running southwest, gradually narrowing and terminating before reaching the Harper's Ferry road. These ravines ahe deafoneaith
rounded beds and capable of concealing an entire army corps. The plateau along which runs the road to Harper's Ferry is 40 to 70 feet higher tizonthadidge
behind which the Ninth Corps deployed, completely commands it, and is favorable to the movemgiteryt 3From this road to the Antietam, where the bridge
crosses, is (13607?) yards, and it is 940 yards from the road to where the batteries of Durell and Clarkitiook Plos intervening ground was open, with plowed
ground, grass fields and cornfields. The defense of this part of the field was entrusted to General D.R. Jones's Division of six brigades--dpmmbsGRrmett's,
Jenkins', G.T. Anderson's and Kemper's--the Washington Artillery Battalion of four batteries--Squires', Miller's, Richardson's and Eshi#mbsBattalion of
Hood's Division, three batteries--Garden's and Bachman's of South Carolina and Reilly's of North Carolina--Eubank's Battery of S.D. lare'sBatBilown's
Battery (Wise Atrtillery) of D.R. Jones's Division, in all 9 batteries aggregating 40 guns.

The position selected for Jones' Division and the artillery wars&ery hill and the ridge running southwest to the Harper's Ferry road, the right of the division and
the entire army--Kemper's brigade--being about 175 yards from the Harper's Ferry road. There were some changes of position made earlier ireh® atadgchu
when the Ninth Corps was about to advance Jones' had on Cemiéfergtns of Moody's Battery, 4 guns of Squires', 6 guns of Garden's and the brigades of Garnett
and Jenkins. Moody's guns and 2 of Squires' with Garnett's Brigade were engaged with the Union advance from the middle bridge, while 2 of Squdre'afuns a
Garden's were firing at the troops that had crossed the Burnside bridge; and in advance, on the southeast slope of the hill were the 17th Sounthi@tdcolnbea
Legion, of Evans' Brigade, with a detachment, under Captain Twiggs, of G.T. Anderson's Brigade. Across the Burnside bridge road and the BpangHerarest

of the ridge running southwest and a short distance to the right of the southwest corner of Avey's orchard were Brown's 4 guns and 2 of Reilly'8 Cdhgatfatsut

in rear of a stone and rail fence that ran on the crest of the ridge were the brigades of Drayton and Kemper, in a deep ravine, and now on the poigttoftascendin
fence above them. The number of men at this time with the two brigades wassifio(ithe 15th South Carolina, Colonel W.D. DeSaussure, of Drayton's Brigade,
was deployed as skirmishers, covering the ravine and road to the bridge. In front of this position, about 750 yards southeast, near the middéecoirafiéldacr

were the 15th Georgia, Colonel W.T. Millican, and 17th Georgia, Captain J.A. McGregor, of Toombs' Brigade, and five companies of the 11th Geofgi/. Maj
Little, of G.T. Anderson's Brigade, all under command of Colonel H.L. Benning. What was left of the 500 men who had defended the bridge joined Benning a f
minutes later. About 450 yards in rear of Benning, deployed along a rail fence bounding a small cornfield on the east, and about 230 yards frors Feristarper
road, was the 7th Virginia, 113 men, Captain Philip S. Ashby, and 340 yards, farther to the right, behind a stone fence on the Harper's Ferry r@dth was the
Virginia, 150 men, Colonel W.R. Perry. About 375 yards in front of the 24th Virginia was Captain B.F. Eshleman's Battery of 4 guns. Richardspnihigittesd
been driven back at 1 p.m. and retreated through Sharpsburg, when Toombs abandoned the bridge, had one gun disabled, but his section of hawitzers was pu
position on the west of the Harper's Ferry road a short distance south of Sharpsburg, where, a little later, Richardsorchaxdidg@ammuition and repaired his

disabled gun, joined his howitzer section and reported to Toombs. To the right and rear of the line was Munford's Cavalry Brigade, Munford hadggdrieeat

the Blackford house, where, at this hour, he greeted A.P. Hill, whose advance was coming upon the field. D.R. Jones had for the defense of Hisline ritietex
ofthe army, about 2785 infantry, 430idlery, with 28 guns, and the cavalry of Munford, but Garnett's Brigade, of 260 men and 6 guns, had their hands full with the
Union troops moving from the middle bridge upon the eastern slope of Cematei@iting the engagment about to open, and about at its opening, A.P. Hill came
upon the field with 3300 infantry and four batteries ofilry; and batteries, sections of batteries and single guns which had been in action earlier in the day, on the
left and in the center and had been disable or expended ammunition, were hastened to the threatened point, and thrown into position undeonhef Speevési

Lee. About mid-day General Lee had sent this message to General Pendleton, commanding the Reserve Atrtillery at Shepherdstown Ford:

"If you have fifteen or twenty guns, suitable for our purpose, which you can spare, the general desires you to send them, with a sufficiency oharviow nitist

not take them from the fords if essential to their safety. Send up the stragglers. Take any cavalry about there and send up at the point of the sword. We wan
ammunition, guns, provisions."

Pendleton could not collect the stragglers, he sent up but little ammunition, and it was not until threnesgittad closed that one battery arrived at Sharpsburg. Not
a battery, not an infantry soldier, save as stragglers, did Lee take from his left or center to strengthen his right, he depended upon D.R. Jodék tmdi#oR he
gave general directions, and upon such disabled batteries and single guns as could be gathered, and to the movement of these he gave personal attention

We now return to the deployment of Willcox's Division and the General advance on Sharpsburg. Willcox's head of column had crossed the bridde ab@,o'cloc
upon arriving where the road leaves the creek and goes to Sharpsburg, deployed his command. Christ's Brigade filed across the hollow on theartdlery dinele
and formed under a high bluff, on a narrow strip of low level ground bordering the Antietam, and Captain Devol's company of the 36th Ohio, which had been
skirmishing in advance, on the right of the road, fell back and rejoined its regiment. After the formation of the corps line, but before the gereralasivedered,
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Christ's Brigade scaled the steep bluff and drew up on the crest of the high ground, the 79th New York, Lieutenant Colonel Morrison, deployekimushble s
line, the 50th Pennsylvania, 28th Massachusetts, and 17th Michigan in line of battle, in order named from left to right. Here it was subjecteslfiedreaver
Garden's and Squires' guns in front, and suffered from a wicked enfilading fire from Brown's and Reilly's guns on the left, and the men, lying diwsuactsoug
shelter as the ground afforded, which, on the left, was very slight. Welsh formed on the heights to the left of the road, deploying the 100th Rexssiivaishers
and forming the other three regiments in line, 45th Pennsylvania on the right, 46th New York, in center, and 8th Michigan on the left. In going fwsitod the
left of the line passed over the 35th Massachusetts of Sturgis' Division and when halted, waiting for the order to advance, the left regiment@@feabonthe
immediate right of the 9th New York, the right regiment of Rodman's Division., and also about 160 feet in its rear. These movements were madeamdkefire f
moment Christ began to cross the hollow or a man appeared at the crest of the high ground on either side of the road.

The disposition of the corps line being completed about 3 p.m., in accordance with instruetieined from McClellan, Cox was now directed by Burnside, who had
crossed the bridge to assist Cox and hasten matters, to move forward with the whole command, except Sturgis' Division, which was held in resedes,irin the
which they were formed and attack Sharpsburg and the heights

on the left.

Meanwhile the Confederates kept up an incessant fire of artillery and, having the exact range of the valley and the ravines, their shells caste éausiyganuch
annoyance and numerous casualties, notwithstanding the men were kept lying on the ground near the crests of the hills while the changes intibepdirizbyd t
new formation, after the arrival of Willcox's Division, were being made.

In the formation as made Willcox's Division was on the right, Christ's Brigade north and Welsh's Brigade south of the road leading to Sharpsbrogkwith C
Brigade in support to Willcox. Rodman's Division was on the left, Fairchild's Brigade joining Willcox, and Harland's Brigade having the left,ingthBvgade as
a support or reserve. Sturgis' Division was to hold the crest of the hill above the bridge. It was determined that Willcox, supported by Crookystditadtiyo
upon Sharpsburg, and that Rodman, supported by Ewing, should follow the moveMéhta, first dislodging the enemy in theimimediate front, and then
inclining to the right, so as to bring the left wing in echelon on the left of Willcox.

The order to advance was given by Cox at 3.15 p.m., and responded to in the most cheerful and gallant manner, officers and men moving with theuseestest ent
and, on the right and in the center, carrying everything before them.

The move was made as nearly simultaneous as such movements are generally made and we follow it from right to left, first acciviifmmyimgpis swccessful
advance to the edge of the town and the expulsion of the Confederate from Cenietenglthen returning to the advance of Fairchild's Brigade of Rodman's
Division.

We left Christ's Brigade on the high ground east of the road, with the 79th New York deployed in double line as skirmishers. When the order was giner to adv
this regiment went forward and in its movement came upon the left of Poland's 2nd and 10th United States, and with its assistance drove back ivelMaster's s
command (17th South Carolina, Holcombe Legion and Twiggs' detachment) to the small apple orchard on the southern slope of Cemetery hill apdhtmige ston
and mill on the road to Sharpsburg, and when within 300 yards of the Confederate guns on Cemetery hill found that the brigade had failed to follbaltdxiit had
and that Poland's orders would not permit the further advance of the 2nd and 10th United States, upon which the regiment was halted and, lyingumiits cont
fire upon Moody's two guns and their infantry support. The brigade had halted because of the very severe enfilading fire of the artillery orettiéitiefy fo the
artillery fire on Gemetery hill and that of Garnett's and Jenkins' infantry. Welsh had not yet come up on the left and for a few minutes, until he did come up, Christ was
exposed to a fire of round shot, shell and canister by which he suffered severely.

Welsh had a greater distance to move and over much more difficult ground. His brigade precedetDbytttiennsylvania as skirmishers angmsarted by Crook's

Ohio brigade, went forward, the 45th Pennsylvania on the right, 46th New York in the center, and 8th Michigan on its left. The 45th Pennsylvani&\emd 46th
swept over the hill in their front, down into the ravine and then up the hill to the Otto buildings and apple orchard, the 45th Pennsylvania passtdeadithe

barn. On the left, the 8th Michigan, in starting, became involved with the 9th New York, a few files going with it, but, swinging to the right withds thrggentire

line after a short, sharp encounter, assisted by Crook, drove part of the 15th South Carolina of Drayton's Brigade, deployed as skirmisheng, femeealstyond

the ravine, and 130 yards from the Otto barn, and then descended into the ravine. Here the troops were somewhat crowded and the 45th Pennsyivdr@a moved b
right flank out of the ravine, crossed the stone fence from which the 15th South Carolina skirmishers had been driven and the entire brigade lgechwith enga
these and Jenkins' Brigade, which had taken position in the orchard on the slggmete@y fil, and with McMaster's command, which, driven back by Welsh and
Poland had rallied in the orchard and occupied the stone house and stone mill on the road.

Meanwhile a section of Cook's Massachusetts battery under Lieutenant J.H. Coffin, was brought forward. The battery had crossed the Antietawpitturwil
guns were halted in the road near the bridge, and two under Coffin, went forward up the road, Coffin says: "200 yards in advance of the column."rhitheent fro
road, to the left, up the Otto lane and taking position in the orchard, near the barn, opened with shell upon the artikenetery@ill and upon Jenkins' Brigade and
McMaster, in the orchard. As we have said in the preceding chapter, Squires' two rifled guns, Biftgr Stidicox's advance from the bridge, had been withdrawn,
because out of ammunition, and Jenkins' Brigade, which was suffering (there?), then advanced "some 400 yards in an apple orchard, under ahdkery firedof
small arms." Colonel Joseph Walker, commanding the brigade, threw out the 1st, 5th and 6th South Carolina and engaged Christ on his left, atal the Palmet
Sharpshooters and 2nd South Carolina Rifles in front and to the right to meet Welsh and "fromitizis,peays Walker, "we continued to pour a destructive fire
into the ranks of the enemy, a short range."

Garden's South Carolina battery of 12-pounders, which had been placed east of the road, just north of the stone house, in full view of the londoeyugeighes
Antietam, came under their accurate and destructive fire that they could not return, but opened upon Willcox's infantry as it crossed the bridggitaiaddence
up the road, over the hill, and while ascending the elevation on which the battery was posted. Garden's ammunition had now run out; Lieutengte 5ad feen
mortally wounded, several men wounded and many horses killed, one of his guns dismounted, the carriage being entirely destroyed, anothetessntigréttus
bursting of a shell, and the remaining guns were run down the hill by hand to a ravine in the rear, the disabled guns were then hauled off, the edrsesidtiach
entire battery entering the road, one gun with out wheels, but dragging the ground, went through Sharpsburg, barely escaping the men of Wslslie Begad
now reached Avey's orchard, almost in its rear, and some of whom were running forward to the street down which it retired.

Meanwhile Welsh had pressed forward; the 45th Pennsylvania obliqued across the road and, with the assistance of Christ, who had now advanceckte the She
lane, on his right and rear, on high ground, and the forward movement of the rest of the brigade on the left, forced Jenkins' Brigade back and puetédthy sup

part of the 100th Pennsylvania, after a sharp and severe fire from the stone mill and house, by which it lost several men, carried them and tookpaisomelgr of
among them Captain Twiggs, who had been wounded. Meanwhile Fairchild had driven back Kemper and Drayton, and as Jenkins was over the hill aihd out of sigh
Welsh moved his entire brigade forward and to the left, into Avey's orchard where he joined a part of Fairchild, and prepared to engage Jenkinsywgeamwas n

his right and enfilading him, and to advance into the town. Skirmishers were then thrown forward to the first street and some of them went beyohdnonasf w

killed in the street running north from Avey's house.

Jenkins' Brigade fell back over the hill about 300 yards to the edge of the town and changed front to the right, parallel and close to the Burnsidel bnidgegmt
looking down the first street of the town, and the entire brigade overlooking the low ground beyond which was Avey's orchard. Walker gives re#isanbdokf
to this position: "Perceiving that the enemy had advanced three heavy columns some 400 yards in rear of the brigade and to the right acrossragrapifreteadi
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the creek, and was steadily driving back the brigades of Generals Kemper and Drayton, | moved the brigade into line parallel with the turnpit@djoaidde r
ravine and near to the latter, and opened a destructive enfilade fire upon the enemy." This position the brigade maintained; its day's lossksdand 284i
wounded. Among the killed were two captains of the Palmetto Sharpshooters; five officers were seriously wounded, two of whom were commandig regimen

Jenkins' Brigade having been driven out of range, Coffin now directed the fire of his two guns on the right section of Moody's Battery and at the Gan, tinie
had been severely engaged with Jenkins and also suffering from the fire of Moody's section and its supporting infantry, charged it with the lafii{thisdeing

the regiment immediately in front), supported by the 50th Pennsylvania and 28th Massachusetts, but when within 100 yards of the guns, whichtirerg tsh r
covered by a hill which prevented the advance from shooting either the horses or their riders, the guns escaped, and the charging party was arderderbasl
reluctantly obeyed the 17th Michigan, who saw that Cemetery hill had been abandoned, but Christ "did not deem it prudent to advanctiltdtgrithd eetired,

for the reason that the woods were lined with sharpshooters" and he could only have exposed his command without gaining anything, so the cheaging party
withdrawn and remained with the brigade, until the entire command was ordered to fall back. As stated in the preceding chapter the pressurarahfaatrggu
the Boonsboro and Sharpsburg road, the advance of Willcox's Division and Fairchild's Brigade from the south and in rear forced Garnett and Séndee to a
Cemetery Hl. Both claim that they could have held ground against the advance of the regular infantry, but that émeembto their right and rear endangered their
escape. S.D. Lee made an effort to check this Union movement and to support Jenkins' Brigade.

Just before he withdrew Moody's Battery, Lee requested Captain T.H. Carter to take position with his battery about 130 yards in Moody's rear &ad;sacin
advance, open fire upon it. Carter had been engaged earlier in the afternoon at the Sunken Road, and just before receiving Lee's request hafiedrgtimhoge

his own battery and the assistance of two rifled guns of Brooks' South Carolina battery, under Lieutenant William Elliott, opened fire "uponingddropas
Yankees" which had "advanced in fine style" upon the right of D.R. Jones' Division. Carter moved to the position designated by Lee, on the hillyalodssb0th

of the Sharpsburg road and 300 yards east of the Lutheran Church, and overlooking Jenkins' Brigade, but before he could get his guns in positeucthere w
heavy reverse artillery fire poured upon him from the long-range guns beyond the Antietam, that he found the position untenable, and Lee adwisedrhim fo
little later, Colonel Walker, having sent for artillery to assist his brigade, Boyce's South Carolina battery ttemeier@ ridge, north of the road, was ordered to
report to him. Boyce crossed the road, east of the church, as ordered, but could find no one there to give him information as to who gave him theaindess or wh
required. Boyce says: "This was late in the afternoon, and the battle soon ended.”

In its early advance, Willcox's Division was closely supported by Crook's Brigade which moved on the left of the road. It assisted in driving Steerskifittie 15th
South Carolina from the stone fences behind Otto's and, when Welsh moved forward, the 28th and 36th Ohio charged across the ravine, under ahéivy fire of
from the front and left, from which Colonel Melvin Clarke of the 36th was killed, in the ravine, parts of the two regiments went beyond the stonevieneesbon
recalled to it, and the 11th Ohio was halted in Otto's lane, south of the barn, to command the ravine leading to the left, where A.P. Hill's attaclevedspiogy d

We have now accompanied Willcox and Crook to their extreme advance, have seen the artillery and Garnett's BrigadeebatetgriiiCJenkins' Brigade driven
back to the edge of the town and now return to Fairchild's Brigade, that advanced on Willcox's left, and of which we have had an occasional glimpse, as its
movements assisted Welsh and stopped the enfiladiitigiyrfire that temporarily checked Christ. Fairchild's Brigade was composed of the 9th New York (Hawkins'
Zouaves),

Lieutenant Colonel Edgar A. Kimball; 89th New York, Major Edward Jardine, of the 9th, and 103rd New York, Major BenjaigidRit was a well drilled,
disciplined brigade and had seen much and varied service in North Carolina and elsewhere, and carried into the battle about 940 officers andhgempém ¢ben
field it took position mmediately in rear of the advanced high ridge upon which were the batteries of Clark and Durell, its right about 200 yards south of the Otto
house and about 100 feet from the left of Willcox's Division, its left opposite the northeast corner of the 40 acre cornfield. The 9th New York wigbpitsheft

in rear and very close to Clark's Battery and, with it, under a merciless fire of shot and shell, killing and wounding a number of men, and of whaoht Mediten
Graham, of the 9th, says that Clark's Battery "did not appear to do so much in the way of firing, as it seemed to me that every time they would getiaiftheat wo
rebels would concentrate such a fire on them as to silence them, and the men would be obliged to lie down in such shelter as they could get, untif the weight
enemy's fire was directed to another part of the line. Their 'park’ was on a lower level, and almost in line with, and in rear of the battery, and gocaiuggwdlaof

the fire that missed the battery. The practice of the rebel artillerymen was something wonderful in its accuracy; they dropped shot and sbeurigheint

repeatedly. They kept the air fairly filled with missiles of every variety. (?) The shrapnel or canister was very much in evidence. (?) | watchet-solidcs shot--
strike with what sounded like an innocent thud in front of the guns, bounding over battery and park, fly through the tree tops, cutting some of thefdeffysthat
they seemed to me they lingered for an instant for an instant undecided which way to fall. These round shot did not appear to be in a hurry. They lcavhe along s
and deliberately, apparently, and there appeared no horror in them until they hit something."

Clark's Battery and the 9th New York were not alone the recipients of this artillery fire, itagasved on the left by Durell's Battery also, and the other regiments of
the brigade, the 103rd New York being in the center of the line, between Clark and Durell, thiittighretired, under the crest of the ridge, and the 89th in rear of
Durell's Battery, which was on the ridge a few yards to the right of the 40 acre cornfield. The fire poured upon this line came from six guns of Brositiyssand R
batteries, on the heights between it and Sharpsburg and from Richardson's Battery beyond the Harper's Ferry road, which, earlier in the dhg, positipiedow
held by Clark's Battery.

All this time, while the firing was increasing in severity and its range more accurate, the field officers were walking up and down the rear of taigitige, w
impatiently for the order to advance. At length General Rodman came up, and, after surveying the Confederate position for a moment, sent foraaycé eeatmp
regiment as skirmishers, these had scarcely gone forward and engaged the skirmishers of the 7th Virginia, behind a stone fence, when Willaoxnogs seen t

the right, and Rodman ordered Fairchild to advance; the regimental commanders received and repeated the order, the men sprang to their fbetleeaynder t
artillery fire went on to and down the ridge; the 9th New York being the battalion of direction, the objective point Brown's and Reilly's six gunscdelénation
upon which they were in position, the distance being about 800 yards from Clark's Battery. It descended the slope and went over the fences of xt8%tlaor

the left passing to the right of the cornfield, while the 9th on the right, becoming slightly involved with the 8th Michigan of Welsh's Brigade wisidhdrad at

Manly at the same time, but this was promptly rectified, the Michigan swinging to the right, and the entire brigade, went down into a plowed rafineeofinder
artillery and skirmishers of the 7th Virginia, and, after advancing about 200 yards, Fairchild ordered a charge and, with a wild hurrah, thelroerastiarible

quick, ascended out of the ravine and went over the stone and rail fences that extended along the west edge of the 40 acre cornfield down to tihdgBuozside br
at Otto's, captured the skirmishers of the 7th Virginia at the fence and drove the regiment to the left and back to the Harper's Ferry road, fieeddvinggts

returning it. As they climbed the fence shell fell fast along the whole line from the batteries in front and from MclIntosh's Battery that had coradieigoartd

taken position at the Blackford house ab@600 yards to the left. One shellled 8 men of the 9th New York and round shot carried away men's heads and crashed
through their bodies, reminding one of the officers, at the moment, of Lannes' description of the battle of Austerlitz: "I could hear the bonesycdadkion like

glass in a hailstorm." A few yards beyond the fence and in a depression the brigade was halted to rest and dress the line, although dressing wns fwtthecess
moment the line halted every man was in his place, but it had been much shortened, and its dead and wounded marked the steps of its advance. Btdhene fourth
brigade had fallen. No enemy save the 7th Virginia was yet to be seen and another elevation was before it. With but a moment to draw breath it agrairlwent for
under the fire of the merciless guns, now using both shell and canister, making great gaps in the line, and descended into a slight vale, haltetha nundtave
breath and gather strength for the final struggle with a foe whom they had not yet seen, but who were known to be at the crest of the hill, in suppons tHeasi
were yet exploding shrapnel into the ranks. Turner's Gaphis hill is a broad spur of the plateau along which runs the Harper's Ferry road, anattémenspaites-
branch which runs from the town through a ravine to the Antietam. From this spring-branch there was a stone fence running southwest on thisduliodisgur,
Avey's orchard on the east, for a distance of 300 yards to its highest point, which is over 80 feet higher than the spring-branch, when a stoutfeoseand rai
continues in the same southwest direction. This elevation is some 70 feet higher than the depression where Fairchild had now halted to dravpérsathdkem
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Drayton's brigades had been lying in a ravine beyond this spur, and 100 yards from the fence, well sheltered from artillery fire. Brown's Batteengagirsy

Clark's Battery, which, by its fire, was covering Fairchild's advance, when, knowing that Fairchild was advancing, Kemper and Drayton ordezadifhéie hill

to the fences. Kemper was on the right, his left, the 11th Virginia, Major Adam Clement, rested at the point where the stone and rail fences unitedigidvas

the 1st Virginia, Colonel W.H. Palmer, and on the right of the 1st, was the 17th Virginia, Colonel M. D. Corse. The three regiments had an aggrega®®bf abo
officers and men. Drayton's Brigade, formed on Kemper's left, the right of the 51st Georgia at the point where the stone and rail fences urthied,5thi8tbuth
Carolina, Colonel W.D. DeSaussure, extending down the hill in skirmishing order, and principally employed in opposing the advance of Welshnt@ditite liefi

of the 51st Georgia was the 3rd South Carolina Battalion of 17 men. The brigade numbered about 380 men; the aggregate of the two brigades ahsar®d0 office
men. They came into position under a severe fire from Clark's guns and from those of Benjamin beyond the Antietam, by which Captain J.T. Burkeantd Lieute
F.B. Littleton of the 17th Virginia were killed. Fairchild was now reported advancing up the hill; Captain J.S. Brown of the battery was woundeéhanglims,

moving to the right, across the field, gained the Harper's Ferry road and went through Sharpsburg. Reilly's two guns went through a gatewayeofdiertange

the town, and the Union artillery soon ceased firing. Kemper's men rested their rifles on the lower rails of the fence and Drayton's on top of theTdierrelva

shut out the view but the commands of the Union officers, the clanking of equipment, and the steady tramp of the approaching line was easily

distinguishable. Fairchild made but a brief halt, and in beautiful line, as well dressed as on parade, the brigade began the ascent of the kikegt, dgjtice line

had been much shortened and did not now number over 700 men, nearly a third had fallen. Not a shot had been fired, but the muskets were loaded aedl,bayonets f
and the orders were that not a shot was to be fired until orders were given to do so, then to deliver a volley and charge with the bayonet. BrowrssqaniReilly

were now getting out of the way, but the line was enfiladed by Richardson's Battery on the left, and Clark's friendly guns were firing over it at tmetbadritly

top. Clark's fire soon ceased and as the brigade appeared at the crest of the hill, and the clear sky showed behind the heads and shoulders efitlas merasher

of musketry from Kemper and Drayton that sent down scores of men in every regiment, and was particularly destructive to the 9th New York, that hawl come up
front of the stone fence, behind which and about 50 yards distant was the right of Drayton's Brigade. The entire color guard of that regiment wehthe caioen

lay on the ground. "one or two of the men staggered to their feet and reached for the colors, but were shot down at once. Then there was what seezoed a spontan
rush for them by a dozen or more from several companies, who were shot down in succession as each one raised his flag. The flags were up and down, up and down
several times in a minutes. Lieutenant Sebastian (Geyers?) was hit just as he picked up one of them." The men had now lain down and opened fitairAt last Cap
Adolphus (Libaire?) seized one of the colors, and, swinging it around his head, shouted to his company, to get up and follow him; Captain Lawrseiced dady
other color; the entire regiment rose to its feet, and, officers in front, charged to the stone fence, across which there was short struggleyametsiclebaused,

and Drayton's men were routed, some of them captured, and the rest pursued through Avey's orchard, where Welsh came up, on the right. Some @fiDrayton's m
escaped by the ravine to the Harper's Ferry road. Some of the 9th New York with others of Welsh's Brigade pushed clear into Sharpsburg, one vireesstited, in t

a number were captured. There were still about 100 men left in the regiment and these Kimball rallied on the colors at the fence, and with difficlibosecaho

had gone down the ravine. Th@3rd New York, in the center, in its advance and from the first volley, lost over one half of its men, and did not reach the fence in the
final charge, but halted within 50 feet of it, when it was seen that the enemy had retreated. On the left the 89th New York had a severe engagemight wfith the r
Kemper's line, which it overlapped. Colonel Corse, commanding the 17th Virginia (9 officers and 46 men), the extreme right, says he "engagedtthed&siance

of 50 or 60 yards," and that his regiment "came directly opposite the colors of the regiment to which it was opposed, consequently being overteppes! Byrths

| could judge, at least 100 yards." The historian of that regiment says: "The first thing we saw appear was the gilt eagle that surmounts the @tde, dfiémeth

flag, next the flutter of the stars and strips itself, slowly mounting, up it rose, then their hats came in sight, still rising teméages, next a range of curious eyes
appeared, then such a hurrah as only the Yankee troops could give, broke the stiliness, and they surged against us. 'Keep cool men, don‘tddedgohshou

Corse, and such was their perfect discipline that not a gun replied, but when the bayonets flashed against the hill-top, the 46 muskets exp|acet s¢mrece

leaden shower full in the breasts of the attacking force, not over 60 yards distant. It staggered them, it was a murderous fire, and many fell ,rastrackffdrehe

rear, but the majority sent us a stunning volley, and but for the fence, there would have been hardly a man left alive. The rails, the posts, widrg tieltalls,

but still it was a deadly one, fully one half of the 17th lay in their tracks, the balance that is left, load and fire again, and for about ten minutgsttetruggle is

kept up...the combatants not over 30 yards apart. (?) Our colonel falls wounded, every officer except five (2?) of the 17th is shot down, of the 86 (243kate

dead, dying or struck down," and the 89th New York rushing to the fence 10 of the Virginians are captured, and then escaped. Colonel Corse wasdpKart, priso
soon after, was rescued by Toombs' Brigade. All of Kemper's Brigade had now been routed.

As a regiment, the 89th, with its colors, remained at the fence, but many men went over and down into the hollow and up to a rock ledge on the other side, some
pushed forward up the hill to the edge of the town and not much over 300 yards from the town square. The entire regiment would have gone forward, but some
Confederates were rallying with the apparent intention of turning its left upon which Major Jackson charged with the bayonet and drove them &'sHeetiarp

road, and then fell back under orders and rejoined the brigade which was ordered to withdraw to the ravine near Otto's, about 400 yards in therreanfTibecine
with curses on their lips for those who had mismanaged affairs on this part of the field and Kimball reports, "with tears in their eyes at the nitessitypeted

them to leave the field they had so dearly won."

From the time of its advance to the rout of the Confederates from the fences the brigade occupied about 30 ,minutes and lost nearly half its rgethdrieludien

lost early in the morning and before the charge 87 were killed, 321 wounded and 47 missing, an agg#&gateref8 4/10 per cent of the 940 carried into action.
The 9th New York had 373 in action, as officially reported, 45 were killed, 174 wounded, 14 missing, an aggragateoo63 per cent; the historian of the regiment
says it had 54 killed (including mortally wounded), 158 wounded, and 28 missing, an aggre2y@e of 64 1/3 per cent. The 103rd New York lost 117 or 58 1/2 per
cent, and the 89th New York 103, or 28 per cent.

The Confederate loss was not so heavy, the fences were a great protection, the total loss of Drayton and Kemper was 102 killed and wounded anth20 missing,
greatest loss was that of the 17th Virginia 8 killed, 23 wounded and 10 missing, an aggregate of 41, or over 74 1/2 per cent; in killed and woundetf3afmmne, 56
cent.

D.R. Jones, the Confederate division commander reports that "The enemy advanced in enormous masses to the assault of the heights. Sweepésy, tipelp the cr
were mowed down by Brown's Battery, the heroic commander of which had been wounded but a few moments before. They over came the tough resistgnce offered
the feeble forces opposed to them and gained the heights. (?) Kemper and Drayton were driven back through the town. The 15th South Carolina,aGssanetPeS

fell back very slowly and in order, forming the nucleus on which the brigade rallied."

All was now confusion in the town; artillery was dashing to the rear, through the rough and narrow streets, stragglers from the left, in squadsylametioar@a
Colquitt's brigades, who had been driven froenitery ridge by the 4th United States Infantry, men of Kemper and Drayton, and Garnett who were retreating from
Cemetery Hl, filled the streets, broken in organization; Jones, Kemper, Drayton, Garnett and other officers endeavoring to rally them. Earlier irothre@éramnal

Lee had been near Reel's directing affairs on the left and at the Sunken Road. When the advance of the Ninth Corps became serious he rode to timeaighiground
headquarters, where he met A.P. Hill and gave him instructions, and ordered every gun that had wheels and horses to the south of the town; nbiwihat his rig
broken, he directed that every man that could be gathered should be sent out on the Harper's Ferry road, to unite with Toombs, who had been oifEmgzbttsjoin
right, and he rode into town and gave his personal assistance in stopping stragglers and rallying the broken commands. Drayton's men were calbes @irthie

15th South Carolina, in the road, just out of town, a few men of Kemper's Brigade were rallied on their colors, which were conspicuously displayad,iaritle
Toombs was seen coming down the road, as the 8th Connecticut mad its appearance on the high ground from which Kemper had been driven but adittle nearer th
road and farther south. When the order was given Rodman's Division to advance, Harland's Brigade was on the left of Fairchild, the 8th Contedtibiit adittie

to the left and rear of Fairchild, overlooking the northeast corner of the 40 acre cornfield, the 16th Connecticut in the cornfield, into whicteiekat ehe

northeast corner, and the 4th Rhode Island approaching to move on the left of the 16th Connecticut. When making dispositions fro the advancend&fgr Tho
(Lion?) of the staff, who had carried instructions to the left of the line, rode up to Harland and reported and reported that he and officers of Bcayadeonad

seen Confederate infantry (Gregg's Brigade) forming on the left, which fact Harland reported to Rodman and then ordered his brigade forwardniéetigtit C
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wheeled slightly to the right, passed to the right of the cornfield, its right in rear of Fairchild's left, which preceded it a few minutes, but tberieatticGt,

apparently, did not hear the order to advance, and Harland sent an aid to hasten them, and, when moving down the hill, suggested to Rodman thedtieusth Con
when at the foot at the hill and under cover from the artillery fire pouring on it, should halt and wait for the 16th Connecticut and 4th Rhode Islanajxdocdm
Rodman ordered the continued advance of the regiment, , saying he would bring up the two regiments, so Harland kept on with the 8th Connectindiiagd bega
at some skirmishers who appeared on his left. The two regiments not yet coming up Harland turned to see if they were advancing and saw instead some

Confederate infantry--the 7th and 37th North Carolina--rapidly advancing on his left flank, upon which, Rodman having ridden ahead to Faemhgdtte 8th
Connecticut to continue its advance, he put his spurs to his horse and rode back to hasten the advance of the 16th. The 8th Connecticut, ungédlaaksiaterin
from the North Carolina skirmishers, moved on and soon came under the fire of Mclntosh's South Carolina battery, but was somewhat protectedyvargit was m
under cover of the hill upon which the battery had just gone into position, though it suffered some casualties.

Mclntosh's Battery was the advance of A.P. Hill's Division. After crossing the Potomaeciged the infantry, came by the road from Blackford's Ford and, when
nearing Blackford's house, near the Harper's Ferry road, left one howitzer and all its caissons and, with a Napoleon and two rifles, took pesitibh afreitd

near the Blackford house, and, after firing two or three shots at Fairchild's Brigade, moving to the left, was ordered by A.P. Hill to report Kemladtr afrath
cornfield and support the right of Jones' Division. The guns were limbered up and went at a gallop directly across the fields and came into thertyaqze'saf

the northwest corner of what is known in the Confederate reports as the "narrow cornfield" and then moved up the road a few yards, in the direpsborgf, &har
a gate in the plank fence, where it waited in the road for Brown's Battery, leaving the field, to come out. Some of the men suggested that it was mi¢ee fvoper
battery, where another had been driven out, but McIntosh replied that he had been directed to go in there and fight and ordered the battery forthaodighvifee
gate as soon as Brown's guns had cleared it, and, obliquing to the right, took position 100 feet on the left of the narrow cornfield and 100 yaraid, frioettgeins

not quite to the crest of the ridge. When taking this position there was seen about 300 yards to the left and front, Kemper's small brigade, hhefdbethitodjet
fence, firing upon Fairchild's Brigade, which was rapidly advancing, and about the time the guns began firing, less than three minutes aftén tpegitiene
Kemper's men were run over by Fairchild. In coming into position McIntosh came under fire of the Union Atrtillery posted on the high ground from widch Rod
had charged, to which he responded with vigor and while so engaged, himself working one of his guns, for the battery was short-handed, he safithles8tolors o
Connecticut and occasionally the heads of the men as they approached under the hill, moving diagonally across his front from right to left, amredupmenie:m.
Mclntosh says the advancing columns "halted and lay down for some minutes when they began their advance again" and gradually came into view and as they
approached to within 60 yards of his guns, as all his horses, but two, had been shot, he ordered the men to save themselves and abandoned the guns.

It was not the entire 8th Connecticut that McIntosh saw approaching him, it passed to his left, but the left company, under Captain C.L. Uphaneehat had b
detached, while advancing, to take the battery, from which the gunners had apparently been driven, as, at the time, the battery was silent. Butzassctdphiug
the field, ascending the hill and nearing the guns, apparently at the very moment McIntosh was abandoning them, his attention was called toanhops aigpr
left and rear through the narrow cornfield, upon which, without reaching the guns, he fell back. Upham says: "They came up company or divisiatefpoyezhd
on reaching the fence at the edge of the field, each division opening fire as soon as it came into line. We fell back to our regiment which changeddesygdnd
them." The Confederate force was the 7th and 37th North Carolina, whose skirmishers had been annoying the 8th Connecticut as it advanced.

When Upham rejoined his regiment it had gained the high ground to the left of where Fairchild fought. Fairchild had swung off to the right and doyuarksiliit iof

Kemper and Drayton, and had then been ordered to fall back, but his dead and wounded marked the ground over which he had fought. Save those dedd and wounde
there was not a Union soldier in sight. The regiment was alone, over half a mile in advance of the position from which it had charged and with noxagppaa. It

yards from the Harper's Ferry road and nearly parallel to it, and on its right front, in the road, were small remnants of Kemper's and Draytotfsbfigades

retreated to a deep cut of the road, and, looking to the left was seen Toombs' Brigade, coming at a double quick down the road.

When Toombs fell back from the bridge to the stone fences he was joined by the 15th and 17th Georgia of his brigade and 5 companies of the 11th Georgia, unde
Major F.H. Little of George T. Anderson's Brigade. The 2nd and 20th Georgia were then ordered to the rear for ammunition, and the two fresh redheetis int

acre cornfield. Little's battalion was posted by Toombs behind a stone fence on the right of the two regiments, and Little reports that skireshersutend

brisk firing began and that his skirmishers were driven in, the enemy's advancing to within 125 yards of him, a full line of battle drawn up in resly Bieajted

their advance, but the efforts of the Union officers to move them forward were unavailing. The skirmishers encountered by Little were those Bétiesy®tmia

and the (movement?) seen by him of a full line oftlea were those of Nagle's Brigade taking position after crossing the bridge.

When A.P. Hill's Division was announced as approaching the field Toombs was directed, that as soon as Gregg's Brigade arrived and relieved Hirs, to move
command to the right of his own division to the right in the direction of Sharpsburg; before Gregg arrived he received an order to move immediatéheto mee
enemy, who had already begun his attack on Jones' Division. He quickly put his command in motion, and fell back to the Harper's Ferry road, whetdje was me
another order to hasten his march as the enemy had broken the line of Jones' Division and were nearly up to the road without a Confederate sd\digrisn front
point Toombs was joined by the 20th Georgia, and the entire command went double-quick along the road, passed the 7th Virginia, which had fatiemtback bef
advance of Fairchild, and in a short time the head of the line passed the "narrow cornfield,” saw Mclintosh's three abandoned guns, and the &ti'€andiecfic
composedly in line of battle," about 120 yards from the road, apparently waiting for support, on the very ground Toombs had been ordered to agelupy. Colo
Benning reports that "neither in their front nor far to their right was a man of ours to be seen, but three abandoned guns of ours were conspicabastobjects
midway between the road and the enemy's line." Little's battalion was in advance, followed by the 17th Georgia, Captain J.A. McGregor, 15thillaolohel W
Millican, and a large part of the 20th in rear. All, however, made but a short line, and Benning, when he thought the rear had not quite clearetti{Herdoentel
not desire to see the enemy to see how short his line was, halted the head of his line opposite the right of the 8th Connecticut, and ordered intp tibgiresriof
the line as it came up joined in the fire. The fire soon became general. It was hot and rapid. The enemy returned it with vigor, and showed a deteholohétign t
position stubbornly."

Meanwhile General Rodman had fallen. He had gone forward with the 8th Connecticut, rode ahead to where Fairchild was engaged, saw the 8th @uoimgecticut c
up and started to meet it, or to go for the rest of the brigade, when he was shot through the breast and fell from his horse. No one saw him fall, butngo of Upha
men--Seth D. Bingham and T.H. (Hanley?)-- were falling back from the advance on MclIntosh's guns, to rejoin their regiment, they heard his cnyefurtbedpn

and took him to a sheltered position under the hill, from which he was moved across the Antietam to Roulette's house, where he died some days later.

While Toombs was engaging the 8th Connecticut, the 16th Connecticut and 4th Rhode Island were (being?) engaged a half mile in the rear of thed&dlerén the 4
cornfield, to which, in order to preserve the sequence of events, we now return. This 40-acre cornfield , covered at the time with dense corrg ttaeuginitn

from the northwest to the southeast corner a deep ravine. From its northeast corner the ground descends directly to the ravine, but in the sotithivest ma
plateau, from which the ground descends quite abruptly 30 to 40 feet. The west edge of the field was bounded, the greater part of its extent, Hyla ckemanval
places by rail fences, and beyond this, between the high ground on which runs the Harper's Ferry road, there is quite a valley, lower by neartyt56 feetha

the cornfield 130 yards from the stone fence on the west and parallel to it, is a stone ledge, upon which was an old board fence, partially thrown down and
(negligent?), and its line was marked by trees. Seen through the dense corn and smoke of combat it had the appearance of a stone fence and igso called in th
Confederate reports.

The 16th Connecticut, Colonel Francis Beach, 760 men, had entered the cornfield at its northeast corner and moved to the bottom of the ravinejistiezse ski
under Captain (Barber?) were thrown out up the hill to the edge of the plateau in the southwest part of the field. It did not advance with the 8tht@oosmbic
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an order was received from Rodman to swing to the left to face Gregg's Brigade, ofikdDiision, then approaching. A.P. Hill's Division had remained at
Harper's Ferry until the morning of the 17th, when, at half-past six, he received orders from General Lee to march to Sharpsburg. Leaving Thimtas' Briga
complete the removal of the captured property he put his division in motion at half-past seven, marched up the Virginia side of the river, crasSediat Bied

and, after an exhausting march of 17 miles, the head of his column arrived upon the field at 2.30 p.m. Hill reported in person to General Lee, by wivammtie was
greeted and who exclaimed: "General Hill | was never so glad to see you, you are badly needed, put your force in on the right as fast as they comerumtieHill th
to D.R. Jones, who gave him such information of the character of the ground as was necessary, and then rode to the Blackford house, where he mef thie advanc
division coming upon the field by the ford leading from the ford. Mclntosh's Battery had already taken position near the Blackford house, whertewfiteots

and was then sent forward to strengthen Jones' right. The infantry now came up and were rapidly thrown into position. Pender and Brockenbrotrgimen the ex
right, looking to the road crossing the Antietam near its mouth, Branch, Gregg and Archer extending to the left to make continuation with D.Rvidmred$ID

says: "Braxton's Battery...was placed upon a commanding point on Gregg's right; Crenshaw and Pegram on a hill to my left, which gave them afivedeMigeld of
troops were not in a moment too soon. The enemy had already advanced in three lines, had broken through Jones' Division, captured Mcintoskis\@edtery, a
the full tide of success."

Hill's Division did not come upon the field in a body. As soon as one brigade crossed the river and climbed up its slippery bank, it was hurried ftrauaird, wi
waiting to allow the men to wring the water from their clothing and socks, or for the brigadediately following, by which it came that the brigades arrived at the
front, at varying intervals, not of many minutes, however, for they were small and promptly handled. It is impossible to say in what order therbvigddestave
first follow Gregg. The appearance of MclIntosh's Battery had attracted the attention of the Union artillery and guns were trained in thatalinghgorGGsegg's
Brigade appeared, passing the Blackford house and nearing the Harper's Ferry road, it came under artillery fire from the guns beyond the Aatiptaet asd (
those west of it, upon which it inclined to the right, (went) down under cover, then, changing direction to the left, crossed the Harper's Ferrfpnoed dind

about 250 yards beyond it. The 14th South Carolina, Lieutenant Colonel W.D. Simpson, the leading regiment, was thrown out to the right, behemde, stone f
nearly at right angles to the brigade line, to protect that flank, and was so far beyond the Union left that it was not engaged. Gregg formed thtee fiegintiea
1st South Carolina, Colonel D.H. Hamilton, on the right; the 12th South Carolina, Colonel Dixon Barnes, in the center, and the 13th South Car@iria(Col
Edwards, on the left. The first South Carolina Rifles, Lieutenant Colonel James M. Perrin, was held in reserve. The four regiments numbered ehout 750 m

Pegram's Battery closely supported Gregg, and went into position a few yards east of the Harper's Ferry road and 355 yards a little north of westifroneshe
corner of the 40 acre cornfield that Gregg was about to enter. It was on a very commanding position, giving a wide range of fire, that was immeditely open
principally upon the Union infantry, on the ridge beyond the cornfield. Braxton's Battery was put in position in rear of Gregg's right, 130 yditie étestper's
Ferry road, 450 yards a little south of west of the cornfield, and 270 yards on Pegram's right. It followed Pegram in opening fire upon the Unidefantry
anticipate in saying that later, about 4.30 p.m., one gun of Pegram's Battery and 2 rifled guns of Braxton's were moved to the extreme right,cor 280llyatals
due north of Snavely's barn, giving them an enfilading fire and, as reported by Hill's chief of artillery, were worked "with beautiful precisieataftigr, upon the
infantry of the enemy until nightfall closed the engagement.”

Gregg's skirmishers, who had been thrown to the front, were now withdrawn and Gregg ordered his three regiments to advance into the cornfieéithabotdw
hill'in his front and drive back the enemy, whom the skirmishers had reported as advancing through the corn. They advanced, went quickly ovenrirgravierve
and up the hill and struck the southwest corner of the cornfield; the 13th South Carolina under a misapprehension of orders, halted at the stdeerfgribe bo
cornfield on the west, while the 1st and 12th went over the fence, both at the south and west sides of the field, moved northeast about 120 yaadk, ttiéving b
skirmishers of the 16th Connecticut, and, reaching the highest part of the field, halted and opened fire upon the troops in the ravine at theilfcoiaf afeoh

upon those on the high, open ground beyond the corn, who were seen advancing, but the 12th South Carolina halted for a few minutes only on the left of the 1s
when, the Union skirmishers having fallen back to the old fence that ran through the corn, it charged down the hill upon the 16th Connecticut, Wwaith was t
changing front beyond the low rock ledge and fence. The Connecticut skirmishers were driven from the fence, but the main body, though somevétt disorde
returned the fire with such spirit that the 12th South Carolina was checked and, coming under this fire in front and on both flanks, was, almoshjimafieediat
reaching the fence, compelled to fall back to prevent being flanked on the right, and the Union line again advanced to the fence. Barnes agath theid&t wi

but was again repulsed by the combined fire of the 16th Connecticut and the 4th Rhode Island and, the movement of the Rhode Island regimentistightening h
he fell back in some disorder carrying with him part of the left of the 1st South Carolina but quickly rallied in the southwest corner of the corn.

We left Harland riding back to this cornfield to hasten the advance of the 16th Connecticut. His horse was shot from under him before he had gamediayeshic
his arrival. He found that the regiment, by an order of Rodman, had changed front to the left and was heavily engaged and perceiving that the 2ijhotithe 1
Carolina was exposed ordered Colonel Beach to change the front of the 16th Connecticut to strike it; "which change was effected, though witlukpnosvait

to the fact that the regiment had been in service but three weeks, and the impossibility of seeing but a small portion of the line at once." It wges tifisaritaot

the 16th Connecticut and its attack, and the appearance of the 4th Rhode Island that caused the 12th South Carolina to fall back in some dismster, but, al
immediately after this, both the 16th Connecticut and 4th Rhode Island were flanked in turn, and driven from the field.

The 4th Rhode Island, Colonel W.H.P. Steere, 247 men, entered the cornfield by the right flank, under fire of the Confederate artillery in full dieseeading

into the ravine came into line on the left of the 16th Connecticut, which was in some confusion, engaging the second advance of the 12th SoutimdCarolina, a
crowding to the left, and rendering it almost impossible to dress the line, which had become somewhat disordered in advancing through the ayopeabands
assisted forcing back the 12th South Carolina and in compelling the 1st to move farther to the right, and throw back it three right companiesgfearirgtaom
that flank. In this position the 1st South Carolina opened fire on the 4th Rhode Island. At this moment the Rhode Island men mistook the coloroatthe 1st S
Carolina for a Union flag, ceased firing, and Lieutenants George E. (Curtis?) and George H. Watts volunteered to go forward, through the dehasamstajran
what was in front. Placing themselves on each side of the regimental colors, carried by Corporal Thomas B. Tanner, they went up the hill to widfithe0 feet
enemy when they were fired upon and Tanner killed. (Curtis?) seized the colors and ran back followed by Watts and the orders given to open firseand Steere
Lieutenant Colonel (Curtis?) to the 16th Connecticut, to see if it would support him in a charge up the hill, but the corn being very thick and highal@dirtss no
one to whom to apply and returned to Steere to report that they must depend upon themselves, and Steere sent him to the rear for support. But befetdaek coul
the crisis had come.

The 1st South Carolina, which was engaging the 4th Rhode Island, was running out of ammunition and about to fall back, when the 1st South CaralmetRifles
had been held in reserve, was now sent forward by Gregg to sweep thee field on the right and, ascending to the crest of the hill in its front and cdreinghtp on t
of the 1st South Carolina , saw the 4th Rhode Island which had turned the right of the 1st South Carolina, and was delivering a destructive fike DhetRiftes
advanced a short distance beyond the first, then forward to his right, so as to completely turn the left flank of the 4th Rhode Island and delneriekdioest
before its presence seemed to be realized. The Rhode Island men attempted to return the firs, but so great was the disorder into which they andebgcléth Co
had been thrown that, after a short, sharp fire, both were thrown into hopeless confusion, broke, and fell back, the Rifles capturing 11 prisgrleesna@aptain
Caleb T. Brown, 4th Rhode Island, who had been wounded. Colonel Harland, referring to the action of the 16th Connecticut, says: "The right of theegnemy’
which was concealed in the edge of the cornfield, opened fire. Our men returned the fire and advanced, but were forced to fall back. ColoneldBsach aaltie
returned to the attack, but they were again driven back, this time out of the cornfield beyond the fence. Here they were again rallied, but as #ilwlesorspeshe
enemy; and the men were under fire for the first time, they could not be held."

Lieutenant Colonel Curtis of the 4th Rhode Island reports that his regiment was outflanked and enfiladed: "The regiment on our right now brakepfethpenrti
crowding on our line. Colonel Steere ordered the regiment to move out of the gully by the right flank, and | left him to carry the order to the leftpwohgvhiwid
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charge, the Colonel taking the right. (?) The regiment began the movement in an orderly manner, but, under the difficulty of keeping closed ugldh taeornf
misconception of the order on the left and the tremendous fire of the enemy...the regiment broke. Colonel Steere was severely wounded in éfetdftefiighm
to report on the left the order to leave the cornfield." An attempt was made to rally on Muhlenberg's Battery, which, some distance back fromidheaernfie
opened with shell and canister upon the South Carolinians, in the southwest part of the cornfield, but before many could be collected thedoitdrgnékie
efforts became unavailing. A few men rallied on the left of the 51st Pennsylvania and continued fighting until their ammunition was exhaustes; rdoeossed
the Antietam and rejoined their regiment and brigade. The loss of the 16th Connecticut was 42 killed, 143 wounded; that of the 4th Rhode Island@7T killed
wounded.

As the 4th Rhode Island and 16th Connecticut were giving way, Ewing's Brigade--12th, 23rd and 30th Ohio--was charging toward the stone walkis bingatdd
was in support of the left of Rodman's Division, and when that division was ordered forward was lying down behind the ridge from which it advandesieoon t
that the Confederates were massing on the left the brigade moved in that direction about a quarter of a mile and then directly back to the pointtfhad which
started, and, without a halt, came into line to the left and charged; the 23rd Ohio, Major J.M. Comly and 30th Ohio, Lieutenant Colonel Theodeezpores, s
over the crest, between Clark's and Durell's batteries, then over the fence, down into the valley and up to the stone fences that ran along ththevestsfidtco
and extended far to the north. The 23rd on the right, made its advance over open ground, 375 yards, under fire of artillery and musketry, and czreedo the fe
right of the ravine, where it cuts the corner of the 40 acre cornfield, its left very near it, and its right extending up the hillside to higher gr@git.Othie started
over open ground, gained ground to the left and entered the corn as it went down hill, passed some men of the 16th Connecticut, who were still jipassémdllow
over their dead and wounded, and, under a severe fire that had been poured upon it from the moment it moved to the charge, which continued and increased as
advanced, reached the stone fence at the west edge of the corn. It was on a hillside sloping to the north, its left on the highest part of the hilbarico2dthgar
southwest corner of the corn; its right at the base of the hill, close to the ravine, beyond which was the 23rd Ohio. Its entire front was coverewbietieesto

Both regiments reached the fence about the same moment and saw, in the open field before them, the enemy, upon whom they opened fire, and leavimg them her
a moment we return to the 8th Connecticut and the troops now encountered by the two Ohio regiments.

In Benning's desire to front the right of the 8th Connecticut he had carried his line so far that his rear had passed 100 yards beyond the narrdvutduenfiatin
an excellent, well sheltered position in the road, which, at this point, ran in a cut, much lower than the bank in front, and on the left were partssok@mpe
Drayton's brigades. The entire line engaged the 8th Connecticut with some spirit, inflicting upon it much loss, and, in addition to this finetjit eafscsuffering
from a fire upon its left flank and rear, which caused it to change the front of its left wing. This flank and rear fire came from the 7th and 37th Nio@ho€arol
Branch's Brigade.

When Branch's Brigade came upon the field by the road passing Blackford's, a battery opened upon it, upon which it turned sharply to the rightthdmwn hill
resumed its first course and after the leading regiment, the 7th North Carolina, had fired two or three volleys at a regiment beyond the cosdfittte etamer's
Ferry road and marched east until the 8th Connecticut was seen, marching in line northwest, upon which skirmishers were sent out and the 7tmBlogtbl@zebol
Edward S. Haywood, and 37th North Carolina, Captain W.G. Morris, were detached and sent on the double quick to the left, north, the 7th on theuighihdie (
skirmishers soon opened fire upon the moving 8th Connecticut, and the two regiments followed by the flank. The 37th, on the left, went througbatiefdher
"narrow cornfield," and the 7th over open ground on its right, and both came into line, behind the fence on the northern edge of the cornfield armbttiméeng
east from it. The fence was approached as Upham was advancing to seize Mcintosh's guns and opened fire upon the left and rear of the 8th Conntec86@, not g
yards distant, which caused it to make a partial change of front. This fire and that of the enemy in the road was more than the Connecticut men could stand.
Richardson's Battery from across the road now opened upon them and, after an engagement of less than 30 minutes, losing nearly one halfileschaerd (39 k
wounded) and with no hope of support, the regiment was ordered to retreat. Toombs and Benning say it retreated in confusion but officer of theCaifdtitorth
testify that it "held ground quite stubbornly, fought splendidly, and went off very deliberately, firing back at the 37th and waving its flags @ffieeregiment

admit that some of the men retreated without halting to fire, but contend that a greater part of them stopped several times to fire at the enemy\thiflectoern
37th North Carolina was engaged a volley was poured into its right flank, also upon the flank of the 7th, from the fence of the 40 acre cornfield doyevhieh s

of the latter were killed and wounded and some men of the 37th wounded, upon which tmenétiiately fell back, soon followed by the 37th. We shall see them
later.

When the 8th Connecticut was seen leaving the field Toombs ordered pursuit, and his men, with those of Kemper and Drayton, a mere handful, ciimbiagdhe b
board fence, advanced to near where the regiment had stood, and Toombs ordered a charge over the hill, but Benning, who was a better soldiemwiiseubiet oth
says: "We could not see what was below the crest of the hill, but | knew a very large force of the enemy must be somewhere below it, for | had from tom last posi
seen three or four successive long lines of them march out from the bridge. | therefore suggested to General Toombs the propriety of haltingsme: finteerss

were so small and it had no supports behind it, just before it reached the crest of the hill, and sending to the crest only the men armed with losgFargge gun
suggestion he adopted.”

As Toombs was about to leave the road Archer's Brigade came up on his right. This brigade, composed of the 1st Tennessee (Provisional ArmygrColonel Pet
Turney; 7th Tennessee, Major S.G. Sheppard; 14th Tennessee, Colonel William A. McComb; and 19th Georgia, Major James H. Neal, reached thedi¢tawith |
400 men, and turning to the left, marched right in front on the road to Sharpsburg, and formed line of battle, faced by the rear rank, in the roamly doerifeld”

of 150 yards width, extending along its immediate front; Toombs being in the road a few yards to the left and about to go forward. Skirmishers waeymmedi
thrown into the cornfield and the brigade, scaling a board fence, went forward under a scattering fire, through the tall corn 225 yards to itgeasterioeking

open, plowed ground, but when the two left regiments--14th and 7th Tennessee--reached this advanced position, the others were found to blate fladlendid

from which, meanwhile, Toombs had advanced. The 37th North Carolina, in falling back from the fences, under the enfilagasipe oy it, had halted in the

corn, and Archer's two right regiments, hearing the commands of the officers of that regiment to fall back, mistook these orders as for themseiveastbe

dense that nothing could be seen, and fell back to the road. Archer, who was ill and very weak and had ridden in an ambulance, assuming commantpf his briga
only, because he was on the soil of his native state, had not yet left the road. As quickly as possible he reformed line in the road and again theéswaveagiredn
through the corn to where the 14th and 7th Tennessee had halted, when the entire line, Toombs following on the left, charged over a plowed fietd 8@0 yards
stone fence of the cornfield, behind which were the 23rd and 30th Ohio. Archer was met by a withering fire that caused him much loss; Colonel McComb was
wounded and nearly one third of his brigade stricken down, but, with the assistance of Gregg on his right, Archer drove back the 23rd and 30th @liathe hal
fence. It was the assistance given by Gregg that caused the retreat of the two Ohio regiments, without it, they could have held their positierfragaiatiatk of
Archer and Toombs. When the two regiments reached the fence three of Gregg's regiments were in the southwest part of the cornfield and one beliemtehe sam
but on the other side and a few yards to the left of the 30th, but none of them were visible and but one, the 1st S.C Rifles, was firing and as this weslsi far to t
and supposed to be taken care of by the 12th Ohio, which it thought was moving on that flank, no attention was paid to it, and as the fence was resched fire wa
opened upon Archer. Major George H. Hildt of the 30th, reports: "Our men were at this time utterly exhausted from the effect of the double-quadsstep acr
plowed field, and their fire was necessarily slow and desultory for several minutes. As soon, however, as our first volley had been given, asdestiedalbthe

wall, a withering fire was directed upon us from our left flank, and from which we suffered most severely." Its left company was on the crown ofettiegetmwad

from which there was a rapid descent to the ravine on the right, beyond which was the 23rd Ohio on open ground.

Major Comly of the 23rd Ohio from the elevated position where he was standing saw what he took to be a Union line advancing on the left and towardttee rear of
30th and at the same time he saw that the 30th was still in position and that it was opening fire upon this supposed Union line and gave his men areleysonot to f
it, although it was rapidly approaching and within easy range. But, when a volley came down the flank and rear of the 30th, and enfiladed the 28 nch raiftul
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and Ewing ordered Comly to change front perpendicularly to the rear, which was quickly done, and Lieutenant Colonel Jones was ordered to fathéatkiwith
and form on the left of the 23rd. Jones, who was on the right of the 30th gave the order to move by the right flank and join the 23rd, which order waexmstgieard,
by the four right companies, which moved in that direction, the remaining companies still holding position at the wall. Lieutenant Reese R. ¢FErbizng? staff

was sent with orders to these companies to fall back, but was killed before reaching them, and they remained a few minutes longer, until the apemtt&fire
flank could not be borne, two color bearers had been killed, Archer's Brigade was at the fence, it was now discovered that the right of the reginegmairtubithgo

six companies fell back to the ravine, where they found a few men of the 16th Connecticut.

Archer's men gained the stone fence just as the Ohio men abandoned it; in fact Archer's left reached the fence abandoned by the right wing ofrthat8Gift befo

fell back and a few men charging over it, captured Lieutenant Colonel Jones, commanding the 30th. Archer soon came up and ordered his entine riedgaee, no
to less than 300 men, to charge into the cornfield, an order that was promptly responded to, but, when less than 100 yards in the corn, it was matdrg §oeh a se
from the six companies of the 30th Ohio, and the few Connecticut men, who had rallied with them, in the ravine, that it was driven back with loss anbdhindow
the stone fence. There is a strong probability that some of the loss sustained by Archer's Brigade was inflicted by the 12th South Carolina,evbétingot p

through the dense corn that the Ohio men had fallen back, was still firing in that direction. When the firing came from the ravine the 12th Southl@@agslthtor

the third time, and was met by a volley from the Ohio men, who immediately retreated through the corn and up the hill from which they had advanc&hutie 12th
Carolina following up to the north fence of the corn, and firing upon the retreating troops. In this last charge, Colonel Barnes of the 12th Soativ&anadirtally
wounded, and the command devolved on Major W.H. Corkle, who remained at the fence until near sunset, when he fell back to the top of the hill, atfektthen over
stone fence on the right of the 13th South Carolina, which had maintained its position during the entiremamgag

When the six companies of the 30th Ohio fell back out of the cornfield the other four companies and the 23rd Ohio were not in sight. This withdrawal had bee
hastened by the advance of Toombs' Brigade, charging on the left of Archer's, and fell back down the ravine leading to the Burnside bridge reapriag Cttal
the regiments when united bivouacked a little north and west of the bridge and about 100 yards from it.

We have said that the 23rd Ohio was hastened from its position by the advance of Toombs' Brigade. This is true only as to a part of Toombs. At Beestiog's sugg
Toombs halted his brigade just before reaching the crest of the hill from which the 8th Connecticut had been driven. Those men who were armedngitglong-r
were advanced to the crest and opened fire on the retreating Connecticut men, and 2 guns of Richardson's Battery were ordered up and openecfieatipgn the
infantry and Coffin's section of artillery, which, after the retreat of Garnett and Moody's guns goret€y Fil, had moved from Otto's orchard to a position south of

it, where the guns were turned upon Archer's and Toombs' infantry seen in the narrow cornfield and on the open ground north of it. Not deemiiog thigqmubiti

one Coffin moved farther to the left, "on a high eminence overlooking the enemy's infantry” and here he came under the fire of Richardson's gungaatsut 65
distant.

Meanwhile Garnett had joined Drayton in the road. Having reached the rear of the town and hearing that Toombs had reinforced the right "and festaned dfie

the day in that quarter," he gathered as many men as he could get to follow him, not over a small company, and joined Drayton in the road, just aftrahgechbs a
from it. Archer was now moving forward. Drayton and Kemper occupied the fence from which Fairchild had driven them, and Toombs' 15th and 20thasgedgia ch
forward to the fence and opened fire upon the retreating infantry--23rd and 30th Ohio--and Coffin's guns, and, with the assistance of Richardsonizetad

Coffin to fall back through the ranks of the 35th Massachusetts, which was moving to the front, to the position from which the 9th New York had cfiergays Co
his guns worked "with terrible effect" and fell back when "ammunition was exhausted." Toombs desired "to pursue the enemy across the river" iltdmad no a
available and was about to content himself “to occupy the position at the bridge from which he had been driven." But the Union line, forming irpnévdraat

this, perceiving which Toombs, leaving a small reserve with Colonel Benning, ordered the rest of his command down to the stone fence, follofyimgchimsel
opened a hot fire with the 35th Massachusetts, on the hill about 300 yards opposite, during which Colonel Millican of the 15th Georgia was killeceddwdlhe
stone fence about the time Archer, on his right, was being driven out of the cornfield, and was soon followed by Branch's Brigade.

We have seen that when Branch's Brigade came upon the field the 7th and 37th North Carolina were pushed forward and engaged the left and rear of the 8th
Connecticut and fell back under an enfilading fire on their right, probably from the 23rd Ohio, just before Archer charged. After these two regitnéarisavd, or

about the time they were ordered forward, A.P. Hill came down the hill from the direction of Sharpsburg and seeing, nearly 200 yards beyond Tpambs' righ
unsupported battery west of the road, nearly opposite the southwest corner of the cornfield, and not knowing, apparently, that the 7th and 3/itly weadoud to
move in that direction, for they were below the ridge out of view, ordered Colonel James H. Lane, 28th North Carolina, who was in rear of the brighdetand ha
crossed the Harper's Ferry road, to hasten up the road and support this battery, as Union skirmishers were reported moving on it through thelichiy.|édhésq
regiment up the road until he came to the corner of the cornfield, where he halted in the road and in front of the battery, but did not become endaged. Itta 7t
were then engaged with the 8th Connecticut though, himself in a deep cut in the road and they at the foot of a hill beyond and screened by the corat te@e did n
them, at least he has no recollection of seeing them, but did see the advance of the 23rd and 30th Ohio and the movement of the 12th, and soon afed Archer pa
him and charged through the narrow cornfield. Though Lane did not see the two North Carolina regiments and had no recollection of seeing AdehéviaBriga

W.J. Montgomery of the 28th, saw Archer pass and make his charge and from the high, open ground in front of the right of the regiment, saw the 7thréimd 37th No
Carolina, advance from the position to which they had fallen back, cross the trail of Archer's Brigade over the plowed field and, swinging todfiervigintigin

swinging to the right they came under the artillery fire that threw the left of the 7th into some confusion, but they charged up to the fence onftAthkéfth le

coming in on the right of Toombs' men and at the northwest corner of the corn; Captain Morris, commanding the 37th, went over the fence on the righirabthe 7
the corn by the right flank, and fired at some retreating troops, met a warm fire, and immediately fell back as he saw the 33rd North Carolina conss tjsdeftl pa
flank.

The 18th North Carolina, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. Purdie, and 33rd North Carolina, Lieutenant Colonel R.F. Hoke, that had immediateliig@raéédued t
halted 200 yards east of the Harper's Ferry road as a reserve. Hoke, seeing the 7th and 37th going forward, the second time, followed withosedoiiess|ypas
rear of Archer, at the fence, crossed the ravine and came into line on the left of Toombs, and the moment he passed the left of the 37th, that regitr@iibeame o
corn, followed him and formed on his right. The 18th was halted by General Branch in a hollow in Archer's rear, and Branch rode forward to the higtd ground a
fence where lay the 12th and 13th South Carolina of Gregg's Brigade, and had some conversation with Colonel Edwards and Major McCorkle. Rdising his fie
glasses to get a better view of the Union line on the ridge beyond he was shot in the head and instantly killed.

Meanwhile Colonel Lane had been ordered to rejoin the brigade. He came up in Archer's rear as Branch was being carried off the field and was ratifieditinat
officer, he was in command of the brigade. It was after sunset, and he found the 7th, 37th, and 33rd regiments posted behind the stone fence, artletied ir8th s

a hollow in Archer's rear. He ordered the 28th to the left of the line, but the order was delivered to the 18th, which was posted to the left behind,arpdriion

of it being broken back to guard against a flank movement. The 28th was placed on the left of the 7th, in an opening caused by the withdrawal of Tedrabs' men,
were ordered to the left and bivouacked on Cemetiry h

Meanwhile, the remainder of A.P. Hill's Division had come upon the field. Pender's Brigade followed Branch and was ordered by Hill to the extréowingto

a road which crossed the Antietam near its mouth." It was in an open field on Gregg's right, and not actively engaged. During the engagement itnoastheved f
right to the center, did not become engaged and, after sunset, bivouacked on Branch's left. Brockenbrough's Brigade was the last of the inégnastthaown

to the right, and the 40th Virginia sent to support the guns of Pegram and Braxton on the hill near Snavely's. It was not engaged and after darknnandithdra
bivouacked south of the town near the stone mill. Crenshaw's was the last of Hill's batteries to reach the field and "took position on a hill infitairt bfchatosh
from which, disregarding the enemy's artillery, he directed his fire entirely at their infantry." When Mclintosh's guns were saved the men teméatitging up

the one gun which had been left behind, and opened fire, and batteries other than those of A.P. Hill's Division had arrived and were arriving aiadl, llseGene
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orders, thrown in front (of Cox), along the high ground lying west of the Harper's Ferry road and south of Sharpsburg. Eshleman'’s Battery we hposinggéteop
advance of Rodman's at Snavely's Ford, after which it received orders to hold the enemy in check until arrived, and Pender soon came to its bepgitersind t
"kept up a moderate shelling of the woods near the ford until night.” It was on the right of the entire line of batteries and south of the road lehdiBipeigdtd's

house. Two guns of Miller's Battery had been withdrawn from the ezrgagt at the Sunken Road because out of antimanMiller had replenished ammunition and
"was returning to his former position, when he was directed by General lee to an elevated and commanding position on the right and rear of the temerabvhen G
A.P. Hill had just begun his attack." He was about 170 yards west of the Harper's Ferry road and south of the narrow cornfield. Captain Richarsisentieithdfi
Napoleons and a 10-pounder Parrott gun of Squires' Battery, under Lieutenant J.M. Gailbraith, went to the right, near the guns under Millee, aperzmhfinued

in action until nightfall. Richardson's section of howitzers, at the same time, as we have seen, being assigned by Toombs a position near rid dpsidg,.goon

the men of the Ninth Corps and continuing the fire until they were out of range. At the time D.R. Jones' Division was giving way, Lieutenant J.A. Rammgay, w
rifled guns of Reilly's North Carolina battery came on the field from the artillery park near Lee's headquarters, and hurried into position bneheRighardson

and about 170 yards west of the narrow cornfield. He took position as Hill's men came up. Somewhat later Captain Squires, whehstenyifiCbecause out of
ammunition for his section of rifled guns, having refilled his limber chests and reported to Toombs was, with his two guns, and a section eachlafidheilytary
Artillery (Dements' Battery) and Rly's Battery, sent to the right, but, as the Union attack had been repelled, they were not brought into action, and about the same
time, a gun each of Cutshaw's Battery and Chew's Battery of horse artillery dashed up. On the outskirts of the town and 450 yards west of the yHarper's Ferr
Bachman's four guns were placed on a commanding hill, and 600 yards in Bachman's rear and 450 yards southeast of Lee's headquarters two rifiesguns of Re
Georgia battery were placed in position, by Lee's order, to bear upon the enemy across "some fields over on the right of the road." Bachman an@Read were n
engaged, being held in reserve. Some of these guns were in position when Cox advanced, others came up as Hill arrived and some came later, regdged were
and the judicious posting of this artillery, aggregating, with Hill's batteries, 43 guns, made Lee's right very strong.

We return to the 12th Ohio. It had about 200 men and was commanded by Colonel C.B. White. By Ewing's order it was to go forward with the 23rd and 30th to the
stone fence. Before moving, however, it was reported that the enemy were moving around the left and it was ordered to form line at right angleshyithotre 30
down to the cornfield and engage the enemy's flanking column, then seen in the southwest corner of the cornfield. It reached the northeast cammigldfiibe
before it could close up on the left of the 30th, came under a heavy fire of shell and spherical case that threatened its destruction, and imngetiBelga@ie
about 375 yards distant, in the southwest corner of the corn, opened fire upon it. A Union battery in the rear now opened in reply to the Confegiepatdablye
Pegram's, and the regiment was directly in the line of fire of the two batteries and on the high point of ground between them, receiving shots frebio bolth i@

its discomfiture a regiment of raw troops that had taken position on the left of the battery, apparently mistaking it for the enemy, or endeasohintphéoaeemy in
the corn beyond, opened fire; fortunately the fire was wild and too high. The regiment was ordered to lie down to escape the rain of shot and skeletEibgas
across its position and Colonel White called on a volunteer to go back to the regiment and battery and explain the situation; Sergeant John MrBeaddkeerf
service, and White undertook to move the regiment to the left, out of immediate range of the two batteries and less exposed to the fire of Gredtfeinfaieir
was misunderstood by the companies on the left, and resulted in an obligue move to the southeast, towards the Antietam, which came near re=alttiigte a br
regiment--but it was rallied at a fence, where it was as fully exposed both to the fire of artillery and musketry, as in its first position, andeaétfortam the part

of the officers, it advanced to the east edge of the cornfield, about the length of the regiment to the left of its original position. Here it refhamgdgefie with

the 1st South Carolina Rifles, until, being relieved by a regiment of Sturgis' Division, which was now taking position on the left of the corpedlIiveschtto the

brow of the hill in front of the bridge and rejoined its brigade.

When disaster came to Harland's two regiments in the cornfield, the extreme left of the Ninth Corps, Cox was in the center of his line, near Cigykst&aitig

the progress of affairs on the right. He saw Willcox's and Crook'sessful advance, the brilliant charge of Fairchild's Brigade and the advance of the 8th
Connecticut. He also saw the movement of the 7th and 37th North Carolina on the flank and rear of the 8th Connecticut, the advance of Toombs ar@Archer on t
Harper's Ferry road; two regiments of Branch in near support to Gregg, and the movement of Pender towards his left. He saw also the Confedehatstémitigrie

into position on the high ridge near the Harper's Ferry road, and open fire, and concluded "that it would be impossible to contineentir todhe right, and sent
instant orders to Willcox and Crook to retire the left of their line, and to Sturgis to come forward into the gap made in Rodman's. The troops omthegrigglsin
perfect order; Scammon's Brigade hung on at the stone wall with unflinching tenacity till Sturgis had formed on the curving hill in rear of themmam Radi

found refuge behind."

In his official report Cox says: "The mass of the enemy on the left still continued to increase; new batteries were constantly being opened upomasshwamifast

the corps would, without reinforcements, be unable to reachiltbge of Sharpsburg, since the newent could not be made to the right whilst the enemy exhibited
such force in front of the extreme left, and the attack both to the right and left at once would necessarily separate thee wings to such an exteiiths whaohpe
movement unwarrantably. The attack already having had the effect of a most powerful diversion in favor of the center and right of the army, winefaby trasl
been able to make decided and successful advances, and no support at the time four our exhausted corps, | ordered the troops withdrawn fronndhacikposed g
front to the cover of the curved hill above the bridge, which had been taken from the enemy earlier in the afternoon. This movement was effectddrstaatly, b

in perfect order and with admirable coolness and precision on the part of both officers and men."

Let us see how the movement was conducted. Sturgis' Division was ordered forward to fill the gap in the line caused by the advance of RodmannT bitedivisio
being relieved by Willcox, had been placed behind the ridge from Which Rodman advanced; Ferrero's Brigade on the right, Nagle's on the leé.ahdstior
advancing to the position vacated by Rodman the 8th Connecticut was attacked and driven back by Toombs, Kemper, Drayton, and a part of Branct,aamt the 23
30th Ohio forced to retreat from the stone fence, by the advance of Toombs, Archer and Branch on their front and Gregg on their left flank. Femderole&egt
Cox, advanced to the position vacated by Fairchild, and about this time Durell's and Clark's batteries, having fired their last round of anetirettamd Coffin's
two guns retreated under the fire of Richardson's Battery and Toombs' musketry. The 35th Massachusetts. on Ferrero's right, was ordered fomvarersgrCt
was lying down 100 yards in rear of the ridge. It rose to its feet and moved a short distance, when Coffin's section came dashing back at full sppdtt breaki
for a moment, but the men closed up, obliqued a little to the left, then charged with a hurrah, on the double quick over the hill from which the 9th Nelv York h
charged, and down the slope, passing some broken commands, to the rail fences of Otto's lane, where it halted in a very exposed positionplaitiéenftes

rails and opened fire. In front was a plowed field through which ran a deep ravine, sloping up to a stone wall 300 yards distant, behind which werestheé enem
the left front, 150 to 250 yards distant, was the 40 acre cornfield. Beyond the stone wall on rising ground, and at a distance varying fic20@@8aris were
Confederate batteries. The first fire of the 35th was a rattling volley, then at will. The 21st Massachusetts, 51st New York, and 51st Pennsyicediarathe left
of the 35th, and, having more experience in war, did not descend the west slope of the ridge, but laid down just under its crest, a few yards backdr@ndttiela
entire brigade line came under heavy artillery fire, and a rattling fire of musketry from the stone fence and cornfield in front and on the left. & frer#ésh Rhode
Island rallied on the left of the 51st Pennsylvania. An officer of the brigade says: "It was now nearly dark and the enemy jumped the fence witls guedt colo
endeavored to advance but were driven back." This refers to the 37th North Carolina or Archer's Brigade, probably both.

Of Nagle's Brigade, on the left, the 2nd Maryland and 6th New Hampshire were held in reserve near the bridge; the 45th Pennsylvania was in redin@ossecond
the 51st Pennsylvania, and the 9th New Hampshire, which had been in the rear, near Muhlenberg's Battery, was now advanced nearly to the left of the 51st
Pennsylvania, overlooking the cornfield and on the right of the 12th Ohio, which was still engaged. Here it laid down to avoid the heavy artibemeditgppn it. It
was covered by Muhlenberg's Battery a few yards in its rear, Muhlenberg being supported by the 11th Connecticut of Harland's Brigade, the othef thgime
brigade returning to their bivouac beyond the Antietam. Soon the ammunition of the 51st Pennsylvania gave out, and the 48th, crawling fordviarenctlivell
back to the position from which the 48th had advanced and replenished ammunition. Very soon after this, about sunset, the 12th Ohio fell back\&nd the 9th
Hampshire soon followed, both under a heavy artillery fire from the batteries in front and from the three guns of Pegram and Braxton near SréakieNésy the
Hampshire went back in some disorder, most of it men recrossing the Antietam by the ford below the bridge, the remainder being rallied about Wwetmtnebet
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cornfield and the bridge. It was now dark and the 2nd Maryland and 6th New Hampshire were sent forward as skirmishers on the left, overlookingdhe corn, a
remained all night. On the right of the division line the 35th Massachusetts, though exposed to a most terrific fire of artillery and musketriduitnipst 3

officers and 45 men killed and 160 wounded, remained until near dark, when, under orders, it fell back, under a shower of musketry, went downegttien ipdg
the road to the left and bivouacked. The 51st Pennsylvania, having replenished ammunition again went forward and occupied that point of thelridgetbty®
35th Massachusetts had fought, and the 51st New York was relieved by an Ohio regiment of Crook's Brigade, now taking position to relive Sturgisasasiogvas
his division on the left. The 21st Massachusetts, after seeing everything on its right fall back and the 51st New York, on its left, relievedpfétiedaigk ground

just above the ridge and joined its brigade. Ferrero says of his brigade: "firing every round they had in their boxes, they quietly placed theimsgjr@sohin

their position, and remained until other regiments had formed in front to relieve them, when by my orders they retired in good order from the @aid, arsdched

to the banks of the creek." In marching to the banks of the Creek Ferrero joined the other brigade of the division, which formed the extreme leftrestiegio
below the bridge, and the troops relieving him and forming the center of the line were Crook's regiments supported by Ewing's rallied command.

It was under cover of Sturgis' advance to the ridge vacated by Rodman that Willcox and Crook were withdrawn. It was half past 4; Willcox was about out of
ammunition, for the wagons had not been able to accompany the forward movement, and his advance was halted “partly in the town and palitly tmalienh
his men to take some breath and to fetch up some cartridges, when he received Cox's order to fall back, upon which he sent an order to Fairchilas erehis left
have seen, to withdraw to the ravine near Otto's. Here Fairchild, with the 11th Ohio of Crook's Brigade, faced to the left to meet the advance ot Pachdrs an
but these being held back by Sturgis, who had now formed on the ridge, Fairchild soon moved down the road to the bridge and halted in the roadway.

Willcox then withdrew to the position from which he had made his final advance, every regiment marching back in perfect order, Crook's Brigadd vemetinked
at the stone fence in advance of Otto's and was about to advance when Willcox was ordered to withdraw, now fell back and relieved Sturgis, whottfelldfgck to
and the line, as thus established, covered the Burnside bridge, Sturgis' Division in front, on the left, supported by Fairchild; the Kanawharldizistmionel
Scammons, in the center, Crook's large brigade in front, supported by Ewing, and Willcox's Division on the right. Muhlenberg's Battery and thestfitutCo
recrossed the Antietam and bivouacked with the other three regiments of Harland near Rohrbach's. The 4 guns of Cook's Battery, which had bberrbadted in
when Coffin went forward with his section, counter-marched about 4 p.m., went up the road to the left of the bridge and opened fire near the cerafiet;, wh
were subjected to a cross fire from the enemy's batteries and infantry. The fire from the corn was very severe. After firing several rounds,ishiées Saking his
position on the left, the approach of darkness compelled the cessation of operations, but the guns were charged with canister and the men lay with them.

Cox expressed his satisfaction with the manner in which his divisions were handled: "The movements were accurate as those of a parade, and thedsystiimat
which they were executed made the spectacle in the heat of the battle a grand and inspiring one." No corps commander on the field displayed ahdity thetical
Cox, both in the attack and the dispositions quickly made when reverse, for which he was not responsible, came to his left. Cox reports thattibesexdspos

made "shortly before dark," and elsewhere says: “"The men of the Ninth Corps lay that night upon their arms, the line being one which rested withrigzth then
Antietam, and carved outward upon the rolling hill tops which covered the bridge and commanded the plateau between us and the enemy. With myasidfié lay u
ground behind the troops, holding our horses by the bridles as we rested, for our orderlies were so exhausted that we could not deny them the saanktitbance f
broken slumber."

An instance of comradeship and thoughtful devotion to duty may here be noted. As the sun was setting, a regimental commissary sergeant, of Xtglears, who
remained with the trains in camp, east of the Antietam, approached the Burnside bridge with a loaded wagon. Loaded ammunition wagons were dpasffaorwar
as the bridge, and empty ones were returning; empty ambulances were going and loaded ones were coming back, wounded men were finding their ryay to the rea
shells were exploding, and he was cautioned of danger and advised not to proceed, and a general officer, passing to the rear, ordered him tq tunermaekait
passed by, the young soldier crossed the bridge, went up the road to the left, turned to the right, and, halting at the bivouac of the 23rd Ohigtiliegeiirthe a
distributed to his comrades cooked rations and coffee. There was no finer exhibition of thoughtful duty than that given by this youthful sbitieiMblinley. It

was recognized by promotion and was the beginning of a brilliant career. The Confederates did not venture an attack upon Cox's position buth ¢@viegt wi
repulsed him, kept up a brisk artillery and musketry fire until dark, when it gradually ceased and the battle of Antietam was ended. A.P. Hill'seBiedsior the

night along the stone fences running northerly from the large cornfield to the Burnside bridge road; Kemper and Drayton in its rear, in the pgsétearter in

the day . Toombs was on Cemetery hill oill'slleft; Jenkins' Brigade again advanced to the apple orchard and threw out skirmishers beyond Sherrick’s lane, and
Garnett's small command re-occupied CemetéryAt dark Carter's Battery was sent by General Lee to occupy the hill and guard the road leading from the middle
bridge.

The loss of the Ninth Corps was 24 officers and 414 men killed; 98 officersL&88 men wounded; 2 officers and 113 men missing, an aggregate of 2249. Rodman's
Division suffered the most severely, and the heaviest percentage of loss was Fairchild's Brigade. Crook's Brigade suffered least, it had atthddtbdvd
missing.

The loss in A.P. Hill's Division, in its short, sharp, andsessful encounter, was 66 killed, 332 wounded, and 6 missing, an aggreg@te dhe loss in D.R. Jones'
Division, the day (alone?), and including the loss in its engagement with the regular infantry on the Kleadygsy, was about 75 killed, 450 wounded, and 40
missing, an aggregate of 565; or a total loss in the two division of 969. The loss ofitleeyamot belonging to these divisions would increase the loss to b980.

The conduct of the battle on the Union left has given rise to much heated discussion, in which McClellan, Fitz-John Porter and Burnside havelgeen severe
condemned, McClellan and his friends contending that for Burnside's tardiness, “the victory might have been much more decisive." In this chaptgivens
some detail, Burnside's movements; in the preceding chapter we have treated of Porter's, it remains to say a few words of McClellan, whatibastéanhis
failure in uniting what he could spare from Franklin's corps to Porter's, and supporting Burnside's attack byr@masong the Keedyie road directly towards
Sharpsburg.

McClellan passed nearly the entire day on the high ground at Pry's house, where he had his headquarters and where, Palfrey says, he "had sappedlastes str
fence, so that he could look in different directions." Early in the day Colonel Sackett, of his staff, was sent with an order to Burnside to pushtaiigesaind
Sackett was directed to remain with Burnside, to see that the order was promptly executed and to give him assistance. Other messengers wearfesstheadqu
Burnside urging haste in the execution of this movement. Before noon McClellan sent Pleasonton across the Antietam by the middle bridge to sappéigtSum
at the Sunken Road and, about noon, sent two batteries of Porter's corps and some of Porter's infantry to support them and drive back the Qonifetns teviski
had been annoying Pleasonton's guns. Sykes says these were sent against his (Sykes) judgment and Porter complained that the infantry wer¢hdiseneddr

of supporting the batteries and were "employed to drive the enemy's skirmishers to their reserves." At 1 o'clock information was receivedif@htte been
carried, and their was a lull along the whole line from right to left, the fighting on the extreme right had ceased, and that at the Sunken Road das astiliéne

A short time before the bridge was carried McClellan sent Colonel Key of his staff to inform Burnside that he desired him to push forward with thegotrtage v
the bridge with the bayonet, and carry the enemy's position on the heights; that thi@membwas vital to success; that this was the time he must not stop for loss of
life, if a great object could thereby be accomplished, that if, in his judgment, the attack would fail, to inform him so at once, that his troops rttighaie \&nd

used elsewhere on the field. The bridge was now carried, and Key quickly returned with Burnside's reply that he would soon advance and go up tag ill as fa
battery of the enemy, on the left, would permit. Key was immediately sent back to Burnside with preemptory orders to advance at once. "At this YWn€," say
Biddle," Colonel Key carried an order in McClellan's handwriting relieving Burnside on the spot and placing General Morell in command, to be runsdisi ol

not instantly advance and fight."
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Captain Hiram Dryer was now ordered across the middle bridge with additional battalions of regular infantry, with directions to take commani@terlsdfoops
there. After sending Key on the second mission to Burnside, McClellan "towards the middle of the afternoon, proceeding to the right, found tisatBokers

and Mansfield's corps had met with serious losses,...and the aspect of affairs was anything but promising.” McClellan says: "At the risk qfagiegtlyuxcenter,

| ordered two brigades from Porter's corps, the only available troops, to reinforce the right." Franklin was chafing to attack with the Sixtht Sarpegbtiad
forbidden it and expressed to McClellan "the most decided opinion against another attempt during that day to assault the enemy's positiopartiivostpasur
troops were so much scattered an demoralized. In view of these circumstances," says McClellan, "after making changes in the positions of sape df the tr
directed the different commanders to hold their positions, and, being satisfied that this could be done without the assistance of the two brithedesnteo, |
countermanded the order, which was in course of execution." While McClellan was absent on the right, where there was no fighting, and whererhimbe didster
own his own part, so far as he could prevent, there should be none, Porter and Sykes were discontinuing movements that would have helped Bumside. We hav
already stated, in the preceding chapter that, about 3 p.m. Pleasonton asked McClellan for more infantry. He received this reply: (Here Cavtaetypastes
Pleasonton 3.30 from OR's, entire.) The tenor of the dispatch and the surrounding circumstances indicate that it was not dictated by McClefiaseht st

that it was made upon the responsibility of the chief of staff, who had remained at headquarters, for certainly it would be very singular that p€séan

would have referred Pleasonton to Porter, when Porter, himself, was at headquarters, a word to whom would have decided the matter, withoutpisngodahe r
Pleasonton and then another message to porter, all of which would have consumed nearly an hour of very precious time; and it is still more siitgatar that e
McClellan, Porter or Marcy would consent to the withdrawal of the batteries at the very moment Burnside was advancing; the natural conclusiothatalild be
would have united in supporting them strongly to assist Burnside. But it was not so; both Porter and Sykes had very reluctantly sent their anfdletyyamloss

the Antietam, they were not disposed to do more; and a half an hour later Pleasonton was ordered by McClellan to send some of his cavalry to tlegtrighs wher
employed in gathering stragglers of the First Corps.

Pleasonton saw the weakness of the Confederate line in his front, and the advance of Burnside on Sharpsburg and believing that there was a gwddroptening f
advance his batteries to Cemetery Hill and ridge and there assist Burnside, acted upon the suggestion made by the chief of staff, in his note ah@®,.204pm.
sent a request to Porter for a division to support his advance. Porter says he did not receive the request until after Burnside had been reptided; thavdéehe
division and could not, under his orders, imperil the success of the day by diminishing his small command. Not only were troops withheld fronm Flesada
after this, Sykes, who saw the regulars, under Dryer, advancing in fine style upon Cemetery Hill and ridge, and making close connection wistrightnside'
withdrew them and reprimanded their commander for exceeding his instructions. In justice to Porter it may be stated that at 5 p.m. he sent thiSgigmtch
elsewhere quoted: "Burnside is driving the enemy. Please send word to the command you sent to Pleasonton to support his batteries, and letrhitn drive the

Colonel Sackett, who had been directed to remain with Burnside waited until his troops were well under way up the heights and then returned &rdheddmeart
he found Porter, McClellan being away on the right and it was past 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and it was not long after this that the check and repulse of wa
witnessed. Soon after Sackett's arrival at headquarters McClellan returned from the right and was a quite witness to the check given Burnsitheli@vebhistwhe
bridge, and at this time General R.E. Lee was rallying his broken commands in the streets of Sharpsburg. McClellan made such dispositions arf thtestragigs

as to satisfy him that it "was safe without the assistance" of Porter's two brigades from the center, and under these circumstances one wouldosigphase he
spared some of Porter's troops to assist Burnside, who was seen to be hard pressed, but he did not use a man of them, and, when Burnside catked épliadsistan
that he had no infantry to give him. There was at this time a correspondent of the New York Tribune at McClellan's headquarters, who wrote thaitewdniliag th
Burnside was being checked and then falling back: "McClellan's glass for the last half hour has seldom been turned from the left. He sees clehayRumsie

is pressed--needs no messenger to tell him that. His face grows darker with anxious thought. Looking down into the valley where 15,000 (aboutob3,869) t
lying, he turns a half-questioning look on Fitz-John Porter, who stands by his side, gravely scanning the field. They are Porter's troops lesloandrerfly
impatient to join in this fight. But Porter slowly shakes his head, and one may believe that the same thought is passing through the minds of §dthgsremeal

the only reserve of the army; they cannot be spared.' McClellan mounts his horse, and with Porter and a dozen officers of his staff, rides awayBaithsitkfls
direction. Sykes meets them on the road, a good soldier, whose opinion is worth taking. The three generals talk briefly together. Burnside'sdessgenges
message is, 'l want troops and guns. If you do not send them, | cannot hold my position half an hour.' McClellan's only answer for the moment is agylance at t
western sky. Then he turns and speaks very slowly. ‘Tell General Burnside this is the battle of the war. He must hold his ground at any cost. | willigerisl him
Battery. | can do nothing more. | have no infantry.' Then as the messenger was riding away, he called him back. ‘Tell him if he cannot hold his giteesbddithesn
to the last man! Always the bridge! If the bridge is lost, all is lost.' The sun is already down; not half an hour of daylight is left."

Five minutes after this, upon a report that the enemy was retreating, this dispatch was sent: (Here Carman pastes Marcy to Burnside, 6.15 fira), OR's, en
McClellan's reasons for not using Porter's corps, are given in his official report: “This corps filled the interval between the right wing and3Gersidals
command, and guarded the main approach from the enemy's position to our trains of supplyettegaany to watch this part of out line with the utmost vigilance,
lest the enemy should take advantage of the first exhibition of weakness here to push upon us a vigorous assault for the purpose of piercingcbwrogrgenean
rear, as well as to capture or destroy our supply trains. Once having penetrated this line, the enemy's passage to our rear could have met isitinfeetzle tesre
were no reserves to reinforce or close up the gap. (?) Continually under the vigilant watch of the enemy, this corps guarded a vital point.”

Porter shared McClellan's views as to the great importance of his position, in guarding the trains, and that any diminution of his force, fooptfeasores, would
endanger their safety and imperil the army. It is inconceivable that these two soldiers could seriously suppose that Lee would think of puttingf atattkm

against McClellan's center, snugly ensconced behind the Antietam and a bold bluff bordering it, a position approached only over open groyradrfalenearl

covered by a direct and cross-fire of 80 guns, of 120edessary, then by head of column, cross a narrow bridge, so entirely commanded by the heights looking down
upon it, from either side of the road, that an officer of ordinary spirit with 2,000 men, could have successfully have defended it against 20,000 veenludst

Lee had in his army; it is conceivable only upon the theory that they supposed Lee had such an overwhelming force that he could afford a great teerifice fo
desperate venture. In fact Lee never entertained a thought of McClellan's trains and, in striking contrast to McClellan, cared for and defemdadrhittiog every

man on the fighting line.

One of the defects of McClellan as a commander was his overestimate of his adversary's numbers. It began with his campaign in western Virgiritahitwas wi
the Peninsula, and he had been not a week on his Maryland campaign that we find (sic) estimating Lee's army at 120,000, and at Antietam he belieged that he
greatly outnumbered. If he had substantial reasons for this belief at all: "prudence of the commonest kind would have forbidden any attacka@akiiséspue
that, after Sedgwick's repulse on the right and Franklin's enforced inaction, the persistent urging of Burnside to advance from the high gtoidgkatitigout
supporting him on the line of the Sharpsburg road, was a stupendous crime. If it had any justification it was that such a movement was necessangtu $@ore th
a disastrous defeat, and this is the view taken by General Cox, who, as commander of the 9th Corps on the field, was in a position to know, and Ba®thus writt

Porter's reserve and the failure of McClellan to use it: "As troops are put in reserve, not to diminish the army, but to be used in a pinch, | am deepd/tttanvi
McClellan's refusal to use them on the left was the result of his continued conviction through all the day after Sedgwick's defeat, that Lee viesngherwhe
superior in force, and was preparing to return a crushing blow upon our right flank. He was keeping something in hand to cover a retreat, if thdt \wmgrsbeu
back. Except in this way, also, | am at a loss to account for the inaction of our right during the whole of our engagement on the left. Looking at dner ipsttteofis
only a strong diversion to prevent or delay Lee's following up his success against Hooker and the rest itligibfenteertainly so understood it at the time, as my
report witnesses, and McClellan's report supports this view. If he had been impatient to have our attack delivered earlier, he had reason fpatienbtéethat
Franklin's fresh troops should assail Lee's left simultaneously with ours, unless he regarded action there as hopeless, and looked upon s anseeroent
forlorn-hope to keep Lee from following up his advantages."
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Longstreet says McClellan's plan of battle was not strong, "the handling and execution were less so. Battles by the extreme right and left, divieledjayeaus

the benefit of interior lines, and it was that that saved the Confederate army, for it became manifest early in the day that his reserves werertuigld bicth2, b

which gave us freer use of our inner lines." He also says: "We were so badly crushed that at the close of the day 10,000 fresh troops could have ¢@ne in and ta
Lee's army and everything it had." The battle wasasssion of disjointed attacks and stubborn resistance to them. It began with the advance of the First Corps at
daybreak and the fighting of this corps was over when the Twelfth Corps became engaged at 7.30 a.m., and this corps, without any assistance éxserihe firs
Patrick's small brigade, fought alone and drove the enemy across the Hagerstown road a little before 9 o'clock. At 9 o'clock Sumner came up sidth, evendivi
forward and was repulsed with great loss. Palfrey says this one division (Sedgwick) "might as well have been another county for any direct eilfitonetees

rest of the Army of the Potomac," but Palfrey is in error, for support and aid was given it by the greater part of the Twelfth Corps. The other twotiSisiomer
became engaged later, and not simultaneously, and not in close connection with Sedgwick, and not until this fighting was nearly over on therrigiitedibBame
seriously engaged. General Sumner testified before the Committee on the Conduct of the War: "l have always believed that, instead of sendpgjtihesezto
action in details, as they were sent, if General McClellan had authorized me to march these 40,000 men on the left flank of the enemy, we couldetbtchave fai
throw them right back in our front of the other divisions of our army on our left. Burnside's, Franklin's and Porter's corps, as it was, we wenhirgfiérisiivision,

until even one of my divisions was forced out. The other two drove the enemy and held their positions."

Franklin's Sixth Corps arrived near Keedysville a little after 10 a.m. and “it was first intended to keep this corps in reserve on the east ofrthecAmpietate on

either flank or on the center, as circumstances might require; but on nearing Keedysville the strong opposition on the right, developed byofitéaaikaciend
Sumner, rendered it necessary at once to send this corps to the assistance of the right wing." Had Franklin's entire corps, or one divisionsiféi] beeossuhe
middle bridge, and seized the ridge overlooking Sharpsburg, as it could have done, Lee would have had his hands full in guarding his center,offithsiveany
operations against McClellan's right. It is futile, however, to speculate on what might have done. McClellan was content that he had handledthigraany w

skill. Both McClellan and Lee considered Antietam their greatest battle. In a home letter written the day after, McClellan says, "Those in wiergé jetigtell me
that | fought the battle splendidly, and that it was a master piece of art." History wilkaepathis view of a bile in the conduct of which more errors were
committed by the Union commander than in any other battle of the war: it gaépt the opinion of the Confederate historian: "Whatever may be thought or said of
the strategy which led to the battle of Sharpsburg, the conduct of that battle itself by Lee and his principal suboedimategbsolutely aboveiticism. Had Lee

known all that we know now of the Federal plans and forces, it is difficult to see how he could have more wisely disposed or more effectively usedhthbadestns
hand. The utmost tension existed at different points of his lines during the day. He had no reserves, but so judiciously were the Confederadictidbps their
obstinate courage was sufficient everywhere to prevent any serious loss of position." Between daybreak and the setting sun of SejBé&pens The blodiest

day of American history. Ninety three thousand men of kindred blood (56,000 Union and 27,000 Confederate), and 520 guns engaged in the degpgiate strug
when the sun went down and mercifully put an end to the strife, 3654 were dead, and 17,292 wounded. About 1779 were missing, some of whom were dead, but mos
of whom were carried as prisoners from the field. Every state from the great lakes on the north to the Gulf of Mexico, on the south; from the Atlantic to the
Mississippi, and, with the exception of lowa and Missouri, every state watered by the Mississippi, contributed to this carnival of death agd sufferin

Palfrey has most beautifully written: "As the sun sank to rest on the 17th of September, the last sounds of battle along Antietam Creek died awayn ¢bheldcan

last grow cool, and unwounded men and horses could enjoy rest and food, but there were already thousands sleeping the sleep that knows no wakingesand man
as many thousands were suffering all the agonies that attend on wounds. The corn and trees, so fresh and green in the morning, were reddened twith bjood an
bullet and shell; and the very earth was furrowed by the incessant impact of lead and iron. The blessed night came, and brought with it sleefreess fangetfu
refreshment to many, but the murmur of the night wind, breathing over fields of wheat and clover, was mingled with the groans of the countles$ Isotfferers

armies. Who can tell, who can imagine, the horrors of such a night, while the unconscious stars shone above, and the unconscious river werit rippling by?
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Union Order of Battle

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN

FIRST ARMY CORPS
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH HOOKER

FIRST DIVISION: Brig. Gen. ABNER DOUBLEDAY

First Brigade: Col. WALTER PHELPS, jr.

22d New York, Lieut. Col. John McKie, jr.: 121 Trained troops

24th New York, Capt John D. O'Brian: combined with 22nd NY

30th New York, Col. William M. Searing: 128 Trained troops

84th New York (14th Brooklyn), Maj. William H. de Bevoise: combined with 30th NY
2d U. S. Sharpshooters, Col. Henry A. V. Post: 184 Elite troops

Second Brigade: Lieut. Col. J. WILLIAM HOFMANN

7th Indiana, Maj. Ira G. Grover: 220 Trained troops

76th New York: Col. William P. Wainwright: 289 Trained troops

95th New York, Maj. Edward Pye: combined with 76th NY

56th Pennsylvania: Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann: 218 Trained troops

Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. MARSENA R. PATRICK

21st New York, Col. William F. Rogers: 150 Trained troops

23d New York, Col. Henry C. Hoffman: 259 Trained troops

35th New York, Col. Newton B Lord: 252 Trained troops

80th New York (20th Militia), Lieut. Col. Theodore B. Gates: 150 Trained troops

Fourth (Iron) Brigade: Brig. Gen. JOHN GIBBON

19th Indiana, Col. Solomon Meredith: 268 Crack troops

2d Wisconsin, Col. Lucius Fairchild: 172 Crack troops

6th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Edward S. Bragg: 314 Crack troops
7th Wisconsin, Capt. John B. Callis: 190 Crack troops

Artillery: Capt. J. ALBERT MONROE

New Hampshire Light, First Battery, Lieut. Frederick Edgell: 6 Napoleons, 121 Trained troops
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery D, Capt. J. Albert Monroe: 6 Napoleons, 105 Trained troops
1st New York Light, Battery L, Capt. John A Reynolds: 6 Ordnance, 84 Trained troops

4th United States, Battery B: Capt. Joseph B. Campbell: 6 Napoleons, 100 Crack troops

SECOND DIVISION: Brig. Gen. JAMES B. RICKETTS

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. ABRAM DURYEA

97th New York, Maj. Charles Northrup: 203 Trained troops
104th New York, Maj. Lewis C. Skinner: 282 Traineddps

105th New York, Col. Howard Carroll: 298 Trainedtps

107th Pennsylvania, Capt. James Mac Thomson: 190 Traioepistr

Second Brigade: Col. WILLIAM A. CHRISTIAN

26th New York, Lieut. Col. Richard H. Richardson: 211 Trained troops
94th New York, Lieut. Col. Calvin Littlefield: 235 Trained troops

88th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. George W. Gile: 235 Trained troops
90th Pennsylvania, Col. Peter Lyle: 271 Trained troops

Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. GEORGE L. HARTSUFF

12th Massachusetts, Maj. Elisha Burbank: 334 Trained troops

13th Massachusetts, Maj. J. Parker Gould: 301 Trained troops

83d New York (9th Militia), Lieut. Col. William Atterbury: 288 Trained troops
11th Pennsylvania, Col. Richard Coulter: 235 Trained troops

Artillery.
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. Ezra W. Matthews: 4 Ordnance, 66 Trained troops
Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. James Thompson: 4 Ordnance, 55 Trained troops

THIRD DIVISION: Brig. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. TRUMAN SEYMOUR

1st Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. R. Biddle Roberts: 225 Veteran troops

2d Pennsylvania Reserves, Capt. James N. Byrnes: 223 Veteran troops

5th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Joseph W. Fisher: 241 Veteran troops

6th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. William Sinclair: 314 Veteran troops

13th Pennsylvania Reserves (1st Rifles), Col. Hugh W. McNeil: 275 Veteran troops

Second Brigade: Col. ALBERT MAGILTON
3d Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. John Clark: 211 Veteran troops
4th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. John Nyce: 281 Veteran troops
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7th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Henry C. Bolinger: 285 Veteran troops
8th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. Silas M Baily: 253 Veteran troops

Third Brigade: Lieut. Col. ROBERT ANDERSON

9th Pennsylvania Reserves, Capt. Samuel B. Dick: 264 Veteran troops

10th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. Adoniram J. Warner: 160 Veteran troops
11th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. Samuel M. Jackson: 179 Veteran troops
12th Pennsylvania Reserves, Capt. Richard Gustin: 220 Veteran troops

Artillery.

1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery A, Lieut. John G. Simpson: 4 Napoleons, 94Trained troops
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Capt. James H. Cooper: 4 Ordnance, 100 Trained troops
5th United States, Battery C, Capt. Dunbar R. Ransom: 4 Napoleons, 101 Crack troops

SECOND ARMY CORPS Maj. Gen. EDWIN V. SUMNER
FIRST DIVISION: Maj. Gen. ISRAEL B. RICHARDSON

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. JOHN C. CALDWELL.

5th New Hampshire, Col. Edward E. Cross: 319 Trained troops
7th New York, Capt. Charles Brestel: 322 Trained troops

61st New York, Col. Francis C. Barlow: 121 Trained troops
64th New York, Lieut Col Nelson A. Miles: 233 Trained troops
81st Pennsylvania, Maj. H. Boyd McKeen: 319 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Brig. Gen. THOMAS F. MEAGHER

29th Massachusetts, Lieut Col. Joseph H. Barnes: 380 Veteran troops
63d New York, Col. John Burke: 341 Veteran troops

69th New York, Lieut. Col. James Kelly: 317 Veteran troops

88th New York, Lieut. Col. Patrick Kelly: 302 Veteran troops

Third Brigade: Col. John R. BROOKE

2d Delaware, Capt. David L. Stricker: 310 Trained troops

52d New York, Col. Paul Frank: 120 Trained troops

57th New York, Lieut. Col. Philip J. Parisen: 309 Trained troops

66th New York, Lieut. Col. James H. Bull: 303 Trained troops

53d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Richards McMichael: 317 Trained troops

Artillery.
1st New York Light, Battery B, Capt. Rufus D. Pettit: 6 10-Ib Parrotts, 112 Trained troops
4th U. S., Batteries A and C, Lieut.Evan Thomas: 6 Napoleons, 215 Crack troops

SECOND DIVISION: Maj. Gen. JOHN SEDGWICK

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. WILLIS A. GORMAN.

15th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. John W. Kimball: 606 Trained troops
1st Minnesota, Col. Alfred Sully: 477 Veteran troops

34th New York, Col. James A. Suiter: 311 Veteran troops

82d New York (2d Militia), Col. Henry W. Hudson: 339 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Brig. Gen. OLIVER O. HOWARD

69th Pennsylvania, Col. Joshua T. Owen: 486 Trained troops
71st Pennsylvania, Col. Isaac J. Wistar: 470 Veteran troops
72d Pennsylvania, Col. DeWitt C. Baxter: 601 Trained troops
106th Pennsylvania, Col. Turner G. Morehead: 462 Veteps

Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. NAPOLEON J. T. DANA

19th Massachusetts, Col. Edward W. Hinks: 418 Trained troops
20th Massachusetts, Col. William R. Lee: 400 Trained troops

7th Michigan, Col. Norman J. Hall: 402 Trained troops

42d New York, Lieut. Col. George N, Bornford: 345 Trained troops
59th New York, Col. William L. Tidball: 381 Green troops

Artillery.
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery A, Capt. John A. Tompkins: 6 10-lb Parrotts, 120 Veteran troops
1st United States, Battery |, Lieut. George A. Woodruff: 6 Napoleons, 124 Crack troops

THIRD DIVISION: Brig. Gen. WILLIAM H. FRENCH.

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. NATHAN KIMBALL

14th Indiana, Col. William Harrow: 320 Trained troops

8th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Franklin Sawyer: 341 Trained troops
132d Pennsylvania, Col. Richard A. Oakford: 750 Greenyis
7th West Virginia, Col. Joseph Snider: 340 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Col. DWIGHT MORRIS.
14th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Sanford H. Perkins: 751 Green troops
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108th New York, Col. Oliver H. Palmer: 750 Greenaps
130th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry I. Zinn: 690 Greaofs

Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. MAX WEBER

1st Delaware, Col. John W. Andrews: 708 Green troops

5th Maryland, Maj. Leopold Blumenberg: 550 Green troops
4th New York, Lieut. Col. John D. McGregor: 540 Green troops

UNATTACHED ARTILLERY.

1st New York Light, Battery G, Capt. John D. Frank: 6 Napoleons, 123 Green troops

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery B, Capt. John G. Hazard: 6 Napoleons, 131 Trained troops
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. Charles D. Owen: 6 Ordnance, 115

Green troops

FIFTH ARMY CORPS. Maj. Gen. FITZ JOHN PORTER
FIRST DIVISION: Maj. Gen. GEORGE W. MORELL.

First Brigade: Col. JAMES BARNES.

2d Maine, Col. Charles W. Roberts: 173 Crack troops

18th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Joseph Hayes: 282 Veteran troops
22d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. William S. Tilton: 166 Veteran troops
1st Michigan, Capt. Emory W. Belton: 152 Veteran troops

13th New York, Col. Elisha G. Marshall: 160 Veteran troops

25th New York, Col. Charles A. Johnson: 153 Veteran troops

118th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles M. Prevost: 737 Gremps

Second Brigade: Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRIFFIN.

2nd District of Columbia, Col. Charles M. Alexander: combined with 9th MA
9th Massachusetts, Col. Patrick R. Guiney: 379 Veteran troops

32d Massachusetts, Col. Francis J. Parker: 315 Trained troops

4th Michigan, Col. Jonathan W. Childs: 288 Crack troops

14th New York, Col. James McQuade: 300 Crack troops

62d Pennsylvania,Col. Jacob B. Sweitzer: 435 Trained troops

Third Brigade: Col. T. B. W. STOCKTON.

20th Maine, Col. Adelbert Ames: 788 Green troops

16th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Norval E. Welch: 122 Trained troops

12th New York, Capt. William Huson: 159 Veteran troops

17th New York, Lieut. Col. Nelson B. Bartram: 124 Trained troops
44th New York, Maj. Freeman Conner: 120 Trained troops

83d Pennsylvania, Capt. Orpheus S. Woodward: 123 Trained troops

Artillery.

Massachusetts Light, Battery C, Capt. Augustus P. Martin: 6 Napoleons, 132 Veteran troops
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Capt. Richard Waterman: 6 Napoleons, 97 Trained troops
5th United States, Battery D, Lieut. Charles E. Hazlett: 6 mixed guns, 117 Crack troops

Sharpshooters.
1st United States, Capt. John B. Isler: 234 Elite troops

SECOND DIVISION: Brig. Gen. GEORGE SYKES.

First Brigade: Lieut. Col. ROBERT C. BUCHANAN

3d United States, Capt. John D. Wilkins: 197 Veteran troops

4th United States, Capt. Hiram Dryer: 318 Veteran troops

12th United States, First Battalion, Capt. Matthew M. Blunt: 155 Veteran troops

12th United States, Second Battalion, Capt. Thomas M. Anderson: 128 Veteran troops
14th United States, First Battalion, Capt. W. Harvey Brown: 310 Veteran troops

14th United States Second Battalion, Capt. David B. McKibbin: 331 Veteran troops

Second Brigade: Maj. CHARLES S. LOVELL.

1st United States, Capt. Levi C. Bootes: 182 Veteran troops

2d and 10th United States, Capt. John S. Poland: 402 Veteran troops
11th United States, Maj. De Lancey Floyd-Jones: 249 Veteran troops
17th United States, Maj. George L. Andrews: 309 Veteran troops

Third Brigade: Col. GOUVERNEUR K. WARREN.
5th New York, Capt. Cleveland Winslow: 208 Veteran troops
10th New York, Lieut. Col. John W. Marshall: 315 Veteran troops

Artillery.

1st United States, Batteries E /G, Lieut. Alanson M. Randol: 4 Napoleons, 97 Crack troops
5th United States, Battery I, Capt. Stephen H. Weed: 4 Ordnance, 101 Crack troops

5th United States, Battery K, Lieut. William E. Van Reed: 4 Napoleons, 99 Crack troops

ARTILLERY RESERVE: Lieut. Col. WILLIAM HAYS.
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1st Battalion NY Light, Bty A, Lieut. Bernhard Wever: 4 20-Ib Parrotts, 110 Veteran troops
1st Battalion NY Light, Bty B, Lieut. Alfred v. Kleiser: 4 20-Ib Parrotts, 112 Veteran troops

1st Battalion NY Light, Bty C, Capt. Robert Langner: 4 20-Ib Parrotts, 87 Veteran troops

1st Battalion NY Light, Bty D, Capt. Charles Kusserow: 6 32-Ib Howitzers, 117 Veteran troops
NY Light, Fifth Battery, Capt. Elijah D. Taft: 4 20-Ib Parrotts, 105 Veteran troops

1st United States, Battery K, Capt. William M. Graham: 6 Napoleons, 107 Crack troops

4th United States, Battery G, Lieut. Marcus P. Miller: 6 Napoleons, 111 Crack troops

SIXTH ARMY CORPS Maj. Gen. WILLIAM B. FRANKLIN
FIRST DIVISION: Maj. Gen. HENRY W. SLOCUM

First Brigade: Col. ALFRED T. A. TORBERT

1st New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Mark W. Collet: 308 Veteran troops
2d New Jersey, Col. Samuel L. Buck: 283 Veteran troops

3d New Jersey, Col. Henry W. Brown: 291 Veteran troops

4th New Jersey, Col. William B. Hatch: 331 Veteran troops

Second Brigade: Col. JOSEPH J. BARTLETT

5th Maine, Col. Nathaniel J. Jackson: 299 Veteran troops

16th New York, Lieut. Col. Joel J. Seaver: 343 Trained troops

27th New York, Lieut. Col. Alexander D. Adams: 311 Trained troops
96th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry L. Cake: 304 Trained troops

Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. JOHN NEWTON

18th New York, Lieut. Col. George R. Myers: 292 Trained troops
31st New York, Lieut. Col. Francis E. Pinto: 319 Trained troops
32d New York, Col. Roderick Matheson: 317 Trained troops
96th Pennsylvania, Col. Gustavus W. Town: 339 Trained troops

Artillery: Capt. EMORY UPTON.

Maryland Light, Battery A, Capt. John W. Wolcott: 8 Ordnance, 137 Veteran troops

New Jersey Light, Battery A, Capt. William Hexamer: 6 10-Ib Parrotts, 119 Veteran troops
2d United States, Battery D, Lieut. Edward B. Williston: 6 Napoleons, 115 Crack troops

SECOND DIVISION: Maj. Gen. WILLIAM F. SMITH

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. WINFIELD S. HANCOCK

6th Maine, Col. Hiram Burnham: 329 Trained troops

43d New York, Maj. John Wilson: 390 Trained troops

49th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William Brisbane: 317 Trained troops
137th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry M. Bossert: 681 Greeags

5th Wisconsin, Col. Amasa Cobb: 397 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Brig. Gen. W. T. H. BROOKS

2d Vermont, Maj. James H. Walbridge: 307 Veteran troops

3d Vermont, Col. Breed N. Hyde: 322 Veteran troops

4th Vermont, Lieut, Col. Charles B. Stoughton: 372 Veteran troops
5th Vermont, Col. Lewis A. Grant: 366 Veteran troops

6th Vermont, Maj. Oscar L. Tuttle: 402 Veteran troops

Third Brigade: Col. WILLIAM H. IRWIN

7th Maine, Maj. Thomas W, Hyde: 181 Veteran troops

20th New York, Col. Ernest von Vegesack: 680 Trained troops
33d New York, Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Coming: 380 Trained troops
49th New York, Lieut. Col. William C. Alberger: 268 Trained troops
77th New York, Capt. Nathan S. Babcock: 177 Trained troops

Artillery: Capt. ROMEYN B. AYRES.

Maryland Light, Battery B, Lieut. Theodore J. Vanneman: 6 Ordnance, 123 Trained troops
New York Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Andrew Cowan: 4 Ordnance, 112 Veteran troops

5th United States, Battery F, Lieut. Leonard Martin: 6 mixed guns, 125 Crack troops

THIRD DIVISION: Maj. Gen. DARIUS N. COUCH

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. CHARLES DEVENS, Jr.

7th Massachusetts, Col. David A. Russell: 301 Trained troops
10th Massachusetts, Col. Henry L. Eustis: 352 Trained troops
36th New York, Col. William H. Browne: 292 Trained troops
2d Rhode Island, Col. Frank Wheaton: 265 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Brig. Gen, ALBION P. HOWE

62d New York, Col. David J. Nevin: 318 Trained troops

93d Pennsylvania, Col. James M. McCarter: 299 Trained troops
98th Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Ballier: 317 Trained troops
102d Pennsylvania, Col. Thomas A. Rowley: 360 Trainedps
139th Pennsylvania, Col. Frank H. IBer: 649 Green troops
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Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. JOHN COCHRANE

65th New York, Col. Alexander Shaler: 323 Trained troops
67th New York, Col. Julius W. Adams: 259 Trained troops
122d New York, Col. Silas Titus: 617 Greenops

23d Pennsylvania, Col. Thomas H. Neill: 284 Veteran troops
61st Pennsylvania, Col. George C. Spear: 307 Trairepg

82d Pennsylvania, Col. David H. Williams: 298 Trained troops

Artillery.

New York Light, Third Battery, Capt. William Stuart: 6 mixed guns, 108 Trained troops

1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. Jere McCarthy: 4 10-Ib Parrotts, 108 Trained troops
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Capt. Michael Hall: 4 10-Ib Parrotts, 101 Trained troops
2d United States, Battery G, Lieut. John H. Butler: 4 Napoleons, 101 Crack troops

NINTH ARMY CORPS Maj Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE
FIRST DIVISION: Brig. Gen. ORLANDO B. WILLCOX

First Brigade: Col. BENJAMIN C. CHRIST

28th Massachusetts, Capt. Andrew P. Caraher: 217 Trained troops
17th Michigan, Col. William H. Withington: 525 Green troops

79th New York, Lieut. Col. David Morrison: 193 Trained troops
50th Pennsylvania, Maj. Edward Overton: 370 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Col. THOMAS WELSH

8th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Frank Graves: 435 Trained troops

46th New York, Lieut. Col. Joseph Gerhardt: 278 Trained troops
45th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John I. Curtin: 560 Trained troops
100th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. David A. Leckey: 356 Traineops

Artillery.
Massachusetts Light, Eighth Battery, Capt. Asa M. Cook: 6 mixed guns, 117 Trained troops
2d United States, Battery E, Lieut. Samuel N. Benjmin: 6 20-Ib Parrotts, 129 Crack troops

SECOND DIVISION: Brig. Gen. SAMUEL D. STURGIS

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. JAMES NAGLE

2d Maryland, Lieut. Col. J. Eugene Duryea: 167 Trained troops

6th New Hampshire, Col. Simon G. Griffin: 157 Trained troops

9th New Hampshire, Col. Enoch Q. Fellows: 710 Green troops

48th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Joshua K. Sigfried: 390 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Brig. Gen. EDWARD FERRERO

21st Massachusetts, Col. William S. Clark: 158 Trained troops
35th Massachusetts, Col. Edward A. Wild: 750 Green troops
51st New York, Col. Robert B. Potter: 338 Trained troops

51st Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Hartranft: 333 Trained troops

Artillery.
Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Capt. George W. Durell: 6 10-Ib Parrotts, 123 Crack troops
4th United States, Battery E, Capt. Joseph C. Clark, jr: 4 10-lb Parrotts, 118 Crack troops

THIRD DIVISION: Brig. Gen. ISAAC P. RODMAN

First Brigade: Col. HARRISON S. FAIRCHILD

9th New York, Lieut. Col. Edgar A. Kimball: 375 Crack troops
89th New York, Maj Edward Jardine: 368 Trained troops
103d New York, Maj Benjamin Rigold: 202 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Col. EDWARD HARLAND

8th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Hiram Appelman: 375 Trained troops
11th Connecticut, Col. Henry W. Kingsbury: 430 Green troops
16th Connecticut, Col. Francis Beach: 739 Green troops

4th Rhode Island, Col. William H. P. Steere: 247 Trained troops

Artillery.
5th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Charles P. Muhlenberg: 6 Napoleons, 123 Crack troops

KANAWHA (4th) DIVISION: Col. ELIAKIM P. SCAMMON

First Brigade: Col. HUGH EWING

12th Ohio, Col. Carr B. White: 200 Veteran troops

23d Ohio, Maj. James M. Comly: 360 Veteran troops

30th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Theodore Jones: 342 Veteran troops

Second Brigade: Col. GEORGE CROOK
11th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Augustus H, Coleman: 430 Trained troops
28th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Gottfried Becker: 719 Green troops
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36th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Melvin Clarke: 739 Green Trained troops

Artillery.

Ohio Light Artillery, First Battery, Capt. James R. McMullin: 6 10-Ib James, 129 Veteran troops
Kentucky Lt Artillery, Simmonds' Bty, Capt. S. Simmonds: 3 10-lb Parrotts, 98 Veteran troops
2nd New York Light, Battery L, Capt. Jacob Roemer: 6 Ordnance, 98 Green troops

TWELFTH ARMY CORPS Maj. Gen. JOSEPH K. F. MANSFIELD
FIRST DIVISION: Brig. Gen. ALPHEUS S WILLIAMS

First Brigade: Brig. Gen. SAMUEL W. CRAWFORD

10th Maine, Col. George L. Beal: 297 Trained troops

28th New York, Capt. William H. H. Mapes: 220 Trained troops

46th Pennsylvania, Col. Joseph F. Knipe: combined with 28th NY 124th
Pennsylvania, Col. Joseph W. Hawley: 655 Green troops

125th Pennsylvania, Col. Jacob Higgins: 689 Greeops

128th Pennsylvania, Col. Samuel Cressdale: 650 Greepsr

Third Brigade: Brig. Gen. GEORGE H. GORDON

27th Indiana, Col. Silas Colgrove: 409 Trained troops

2d Massachusetts, Col. George L. Andrews: 488 Trained troops

13th New Jersey, Col. Ezra A. Carman: 630 Green troops

107th New York, Col. R. B. Van Valkenburgh: 850 Greewoijps

Zouaves d'Afrique, Pennsylvania: combined with 2nd MA 3d Wisconsin, Col.
Thomas H. Ruger: 340 Trained troops

SECOND DIVISION: Brig. Gen, GEORGE S. GREENE

First Brigade: Lieut. Col. HECTOR TYNDALE

5th Ohio, Maj. John Collins: 161 Veteran troops

7th Ohio, Maj. Orrin J. Crane: 120 Veteran troops

66th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Eugene Powell: 122 Veteran troops
28th Pennsylvania, Maj. Ario Pardee, jr.: 650 Trained troops

Second Brigade: Col. HENRY J. STAINROOK

3d Maryland, Lieut. Col. Joseph M. Sudsburg: 158 Veteran troops
102d New York, Lieut. Col. James C. Lane: 163 Veteraops

111th Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas M. Walker: 253 Veteraopis

Third Brigade: Col. WILLIAM B. GOODRICH

3d Delaware, Maj. Arthur Maginnis: 126 Trained troops

Purnell Legion Maryland, Lieut. Col. Benjamin L. Simpson: 204 Trained troops
60th New York, Lieut. Col. Charles R. Brundage: 226 Trained troops

78th New York, Lieut. Col. Jonathan Austin: 221 Trained troops

Artillery: Capt. CLERMONT L. BEST

Maine Light, 4th Battery, Capt. O'Neil W. Robinson: 6 Ordnance, 109 Trained troops

Maine Light, 6th Battery, Capt. Freeman McGilvery: 4 mixed guns, 90 Trained troops

1st New York Light, Battery M, Capt. George W. Cothran: 6 mixed guns, 129 Trained troops
New York Light, 10th Battery, Capt. John T. Bruen: 6 Napoleons, 121 Trained troops
Pennsylvania Light, Battery E, Capt. Joseph M. Knap: 6 10-Ib Parrotts, 105 Trained troops
Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. Robert B. Hampton: 4 10-Ib Parrotts, 85 Trained troops
4th United States, Battery F, Lieut. Edward D. Muhlenberg: 6 Napoleons, 101 Crack troops

CAVALRY DIVISION: Brig. Gen. ALFRED PLEASONTON

First Brigade: Maj. CHARLES J. WHITING
5th United States, Capt. Joseph H. McArthur: 169 Veteran troops
6th United States, Capt. William P. Sanders: 186 Veteran troops

Second Brigade: Col. JOHN F. FARNSWORTH

8th lllinois, Maj. William H. Medill: 219 Veteran troops

3d Indiana, Maj. George H. Chapman: 184 Trained troops

1st Massachusetts, Capt. Casper Crowninshield: 234 Trained troops
8th Pennsylvania, Capt. Peter Keenan: 255 Trained troops

Third Brigade: Col. RICHARD H. RUSH
4th Pennsylvania, Col. James H. Childs: 299 Trained troops
6th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smith: 266 Veteran troops

Fourth Brigade: Col. ANDREW T. McCREYNOLDS
1st New York, Maj. Alonzo W. Adams: 295 Trained troops
12th Pennsylvania, Maj. James A. Congdon: 309 Green troops

Fifth Brigade: Col. BENJAMIN F. DAVIS
8th New York, Col. Benjamin F. Davis: 258 Trained troops
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3d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Samuel W. Owen: 302 Trained troops

Horse Atrtillery 2d United States, Battery A, Capt. John C. Tidball: 6 Ordnance, 121 Elite troops
2d United States, Batteries B and L, Capt. James M. Robertson: 4 Ordnance, 116 Crack troops
2d United States, Battery M, Lieut. Peter C. Hains: 6 Ordnance, 127 Crack troops

3d United States, Batteries C and G, Capt. Horatio G. Gibson: 6 Ordnance, 132 Crack troops
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Confederate Order of Battle
ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Gen. ROBERT E. LEE
LONGSTREET'S WING
Maj. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET

McLAWS' DIVISION: Maj. Gen. LAFAYETTE McLAWS

Kershaw's Brigade: Brig. Gen. J. B. KERSHAW

2d South Carolina, Col. John D. Kennedy: 253 Elite troops

3d South Carolina, Col. James D. Nance: 266 Elite troops

7th South Carolina, Col. D. Wyatt Aiken: 317 Elite troops

8th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. A. J. Hoole: combined with 7th SC

Cobb's Brigade: Lieut. Col. C. C. SANDERS

16th Georgia, Lieut. Col. Henry Thomas: 124 Veteran troops

24th Georgia, Maj. R. Mcmillan: 172 Veteran troops

Cobb's (Georgia) Legion, Lieut. Col. L. Glenn: combined with 24th Ga
15th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. William MacRae: 166 Veteran troops

Semmes' Brigade: Brig. Gen. PAUL J. SEMMES

10th Georgia, Capt. P. H. Loud: 147 Crack troops

53d Georgia, Lieut. Col. Thomas Sloan: 134 Crack troops
15th Virginia, Capts. E. M. Morrison: 128 Crack troops
32d Virginia, Col. E.B. Montague: 160 Crack troops

Barksdale's Brigade: Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BARKSDALE

13th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Kennon McElroy: 202 Elite troops
17th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. John C. Fiser: 270 Elite troops
18th Mississippi, Maj. J. C. Campbell: 186 Elite troops

21st Mississippi, Capt. John Sims: 200 Crack troops

Artillery: Maj. S. P. HAMILTON

Manly's (North Carolina) battery, Capt. B.C. Manly: 1 Ordnance, 32 Veteran troops
Pulaski (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. J.P. W. Read: 2 mixed guns, 78 Veteran troops
Richmond (Fayette)Artillery, Capt. M. C. Macon: 2 10-Ib Parrotts, 48 Veteran troops
Richmond Howitzers, (1st Co.), Capt. E. S. McCarthy: 2 10-lb Parrotts, 33 Veteran troops
Troup (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. H. H. Carlton: 2 10-Ib Parrotts, 27 Veteran troops

ANDERSON'S DIVISION: Maj. Gen. RICHARD H. ANDERSON

Wilcox's Brigade: Col. ALFRED CUMMING

8th Alabama, Maj. H. Herbert: 120 Crack troops

9th Alabama, Maj. J. Williams: 201 Crack troops
10th Alabama, Capt. G. Wheatly: 222 Crack troops
11th Alabama, Maj. John Sanders: 185 Crack troops

Mahone's Brigade: Col. WILLIAM A. PARHAM

6th Virginia, Capt. J. Ludlow: combined with Pryor's Brigade
12th Virginia, Capt. J. Llewellyn: combined with Pryor's Brigade
16th Virginia, Maj. F. Holliday: combined with Pryor's Brigade
41st Virginia, CO unknown: combined with Pryor's Brigade
61st Virginia, CO unknown: combined with Pryor's Brigade

Featherston's Brigade: Col. CARNOT POSEY

12th Mississippi, Col. W. Taylor: 246 Veteran troops

16th Mississippi, Capt. A.M. Feltus: 242 Veteran troops
19th Mississippi, Col. N. Harris: 281 Veteran troops

2d Mississippi Battalion, Maj. W. Wilson: 139 Veteran troops

Armistead's Brigade: Brig. Gen. LEWIS A. ARMISTEAD
9th Virginia, Capt. W. Richardson: 182 Veteran troops
14th Virginia, Col. J. Hodges: combined with 9th VA
38th Virginia, Col. E. Edmonds: 232 Veteran troops
53d Virginia, Capt. W. Pollard: combined with 38th VA
57th Virginia, CO unknown: combined with 38th VA

Pryor's Brigade: Brig. Gen. ROGER A. PRYOR

14th Alabama, Maj. J. Broome: 141 Elite troops

2d Florida, Col. W. Ballantine: 240 Elite troops

5th Florida, Col. John Hately: 181 Elite troops

8th Florida, Lieut. Col. G. Coppens: combined with 5th FL
3d Virginia, Col. Joseph Mayo: 121 Elite troops

Wright's Brigade: Brig. Gen. A. R. WRIGHT
44th Alabama, Lieut. Col. Charles Derby: 163 Crack troops
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3d Georgia, Capt. R. Nishit: 231 Crack troops
22d Georgia, Col. Robert Jones: combined with 3rd GA
48th Georgia, Col. William Gibson: 127 Crack troops

Artillery: Maj. JOHN S. SAUNDERS

Donaldsonville (Louisiana) Artillery (Maurin's battery) : 3 mixed guns, 51 Crack troops
Huger's (Virginia) battery: 2 mixed guns, 39 Veteran troops

Moorman's (Virginia) battery: 2 10-lb Parrotts, 44 Veteran troops

Thompson's (Grimes') (Virginia) battery: 3 mixed guns, 53 Veteran troops

Chapman's (Virginia) battery: 2 mixed guns, 39 Veteran troops

JONES' DIVISION: Brig. Gen. DAVID R. JONES

Benning's Brigade: Col. HENRY L. BENNING

2d Georgia, Lieut. Col. William R. Holmes: 141 Elite troops
20th Georgia, Col. J. B. Cumming: 245 Elite troops

50th Georgia, Lieut. Col. F. Kearse: 161 Elite troops

Toombs' Brigade: Brig. Gen. ROBERT TOOMBS

11th Georgia, Maj. F.H. Little: 184 Crack troops

15th Georgia, Col. W. T. Millican: combined with 11th GA
17th Georgia, Capt. J. A. McGregor: 130 Crack troops

Drayton's Brigade: Brig. Gen. THOMAS F. DRAYTON

51st Georgia, CO unknown: 120 Crack troops

15th South Carolina, Col. W. D. DeSaussure: 217 Crack troops

3rd South Carolina Battalion, Maj. George James: combined with 15th SC

Pickett's Brigade: Brig. Gen. R. B. GARNETT

8th Virginia, Col. Eppa Hunton: 141 Elite troops

18th Virginia, Maj George C. Cabell: 121 Elite troops

19th Virginia, Col. J. B. Strange: combined with 18th VA
28th Virginia, Captain Wingfield: combined with 8th VA
56th Virginia, Col. William D. Stuart: combined with 8th VA

Kemper's Brigade: Brig. Gen. J. L. KEMPER

1st Virginia, Col. W. Palmer: 159 Elite troops

7th Virginia, Maj. Arthur Herbert: combined with 1st VA
11th Virginia, Maj. Adam Clement: 13Blite troops

17th Virginia, Col. M. Corse: combined with 11th VA
24th Virginia, Col. W. Perry: 128 Elite troops

Jenkins' Brigade: Col. JOSEPH WALKER

1st South Carolina (Volunteers), Lieut. Col. D. Livingston: 207 Elite troops
2d South Carolina Rifles, Lieut. Col. R. Thompson: 209 Elite troops
5th South Carolina, Capt. T. C. Beckham: 309 Elite troops

6th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. J. M. Steedman: combined with 5th SC
4th South Carolina Battalion, Lieut. W. F. Field: combined with 5th SC
Palmetto (South Carolina)

Sharpshooters, Capt. A.H. Foster: combined with 5th SC

Anderson's Brigade: Col. GEORGE T. ANDERSON.

1st Georgia (Regulars), Col. W. J. Magill: 129 Elite troops

7th Georgia, Col. G. Carmichael: 197 Elite troops

8th Georgia, Col. John Towers: combined with 7th Ga

9th Georgia, Lieut. Col. John Munger: 152 Elite troops

Artillery.
Wise (Virginia) Artillery (Brown's battery): 4 6-lb Smdabores, 81 Crack troops

WALKER'S DIVISION: Brig. Gen. JOHN G. WALKER

Walker's Brigade: Col. VAN H. MANNING

3d Arkansas, Capt. John W. Reedy: 367 Elite troops

27th North Carolina, Col. J. R. Cooke: 325 Trained troops

46th North Carolina, Col. E. D. Hall: 320 Trained troops

48th North Carolina, Col. R. C. Hill: 742 Green troops

30th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Robert Chew: 262 Crack troops

French's (Virginia) battery, Capt. Thomas French: 3 10-Ib Parrotts, 77 Veteran troops

Ransom's Brigade: Brig. Gen. ROBERT RANSOM, Jr.

24th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John L. Harris: 415 Trained troops

25th North Carolina, Col. H. M Rutledge: 347 Trained troops

35th North Carolina, Col. M. W. Ransom: 401 Trained troops

49th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Lee M. McAfee: 448 Trained troops

Branch's Field Artillery (Virginia), Captain Branch: 3 mixed guns, 76 Veteran troops

HOOD'S DIVISION: Brig. Gen. JOHN B. HOOD
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Hood"s Brigade: Col. W. T. WOFFORD

18th Georgia, Lieut. Col. S. Z. Ruff: 255 Elite troops

Hampton (SC) Legion, Lieut. Col. M. W. Gary: combined with 18th GA
1st Texas, Lieut. Col. P. A. Work: 226 Elite troops

4th Texas, Lieut. Col. B. F. Carter: 204 Elite troops

5th Texas, Capt. L N.M. Turner: 176 Elite troops

Law's Brigade: Col. E. M. LAW

4th Alabama, Lieut. Col. O K. McLemore: 270 Elite troops
2d Mississippi, Col. J. M. Stone: 303 Elite troops

11th Mississippi, Col. P. F. Liddell: 267 Elite troops

6th North Carolina, Maj. Robert F. Webb: 319 Crack troops

Artillery: Maj. B. W. FROBEL

German Atrtillery (South Carolina), Capt. W. Bachman: 6 mixed guns, 76 Elite troops
Palmetto Artillery (South Carolina), Capt. H. R. Garden: 4 mixed guns, 69 Elite troops
Rowan Artillery (North Carolina), Capt. James Reilly: 5 mixed guns, 89 Crack troops

Evans' BRIGADE: Brig. Gen. NATHAN G. EVANS

17th South Carolina, Col. F. W. McMaster: 169 Veteran troops

18th South Carolina, Col. W. H. Wallace: combined with 17th SC

22d South Carolina. Lieut. Col. T. C. Watkins and Maj. M. Hilton: combined with 17th SC
23d South Carolina. Capt. S. A. Durham: 124 Veteran troops

Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion, Col. P. F. Stevens: combined with 23rd SC

Macbeth (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. R. Boyce: 6 6-lb Smoothbores, 115 Elite troops

ARTILLERY Washington (Louisiana)

Artillery: Col. J. B. WALTON

1st Company, Capt. C. W. Squires: 4 10-lb Parrotts, 76 Elite troops
2d Company, Capt. J. B. Richardson: 2 Napoleons, 37 Elite troops
3d Company, Capt. M. B. Miller: 4 Napoleons, 79 Elite troops

4th Company, Capt. B. F. Eshleman: 4 mixed guns, 86 Elite troops

Lee's Battalion: Col. S. D. LEE

Ashland (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. P. Woolfolk, jr. : 2 10-lb Parrotts, 54 Elite troops
Bedford (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. T. C. Jordan: 2 mixed guns, 44 Elite troops

Brooks (South Carolina) Artillery, Lieut. William Elliott: 2 10-Ib Parrotts, 52 Elite troops
Eubank's (Virginia) battery, Capt. J. L. Eubank: 2 mixed guns, 46 Elite troops
Madison (Louisiana) Light Artillery, Capt. G. V. Moody: 4 mixed guns, 73 Elite troops
Parker's (Virginia) battery, Capt. W. W. Parker: 2 Ordnance, 49 Elite troops

JACKSON'S WING Maj. Gen. THOMAS J. JACKSON
EWELL'S DIVISION: Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTON

Lawton's Brigade: Col. M. DOUGLASS

13th Georgia, Capt. D. Kidd: 361 Trained troops

26th Georgia, CO unknown: 188 Veteran troops

31st Georgia, Lieut. Col. J. T. Crowder: 145 Veteran troops
38th Georgia, Capt. W. Battey: 123 Veteran troops

60th Georgia, Maj. W. Jones: 154 Veteran troops

61st Georgia, Col. John Lamar: 242 Veteran troops

Early's Brigade: Brig. Gen. JUBAL A. EARLY

13th Virginia, Capt. F. V. Winston: 123 Crack troops
25th Virginia, Capt. R. Lilley: 142 Crack troops

31st Virginia, CO unknown: 310 Veteran troops

44th Virginia, Capt. D. Anderson: 182 Veteran troops
49th Virginia, Col. William Smith: 211 Veteran troops
52d Virginia, Col. M. G. Harman: 170 Veteran troops
58th Virginia, CO unknown: combined with 31st VA

Trimble's Brigade: Col. JAMES A. WALKER

15th Alabama, Capt. I. B. Feagin: 227 Elite troops

12th Georgia, Captain Rodgers: 143 Crack troops

21st Georgia, Maj. Thomas C. Glover: 173 Crack troops
21st North Carolina, Captain Miller: 179 Veteran troops
1st North Carolina Battalion: cobined with 21st GA
Hays' Brigade: Brig. Gen. HARRY T. HAYS

5th Louisiana, Col. Henry Forno: 124 Elite troops

6th Louisiana, Col. H. B. Strong: 121 Elite troops

7th Louisiana, CO unknown: 125 Elite troops

8th Louisiana, Lieut. Col. T. Lewis: 120 Elite troops
14th Louisiana, CO unknown: 133 Elite troops
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Artillery: Maj. A. R. COURTNEY

Courtney (Virginia) Artillery (Latimer's battery): 2 Ordnance, 39 Trained troops
Johnson's (Virginia) battery: 4 6-lb Smoothbores, 108 Crack troops

Louisiana Guard Artillery (D'Aquin's battery) : 3 mixed guns, 67 Crack troops
Staunton (Virginia) Artillery (Garber's battery) : 2 6-lb Smoothbores, 47 Crack troops

HILL'S LIGHT DIVISION: Maj. Gen. AMBROSE P. HILL

Branch's Brigade: Brig. Gen. L. O'B. BRANCH

7th North Carolina, Col. E. Haywood: 127 Veteran troops

18th North Carolina, Lieutenant Colonel Purdie: 129 Veteran troops
28th North Carolina, Col. James Lane: 169 Veteran troops

33d North Carolina, Lieut. Col. R. Hoke: 190 Veteran troops

37th North Carolina, Capt. W. Morris: 164 Veteran troops

Gregg's Brigade: Brig. Gen. MAXCY GREGG

1st South Carolina (Prov. Army), Col. D.H. Hamilton: 187 Elite troops
1st South Carolina Rifles, Lieut. Col. James M. Perrin: 225 Crack troops
12th South Carolina, Col. Dixon Barnes: 230 Crack troops

13th South Carolina, Col. O. E. Edwards: 193 Crack troops

14th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. W.D. Simpson: 212 Crack troops

Field's Brigade: Colonel John M. BROCKENBROUGH
40th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Fleet Cox: 162 Crack troops
47th Virginia, Lieut. Col. John Lyell : 139 Crack troops
55th Virginia, Maj. Charles Lawson: 141 Veteran troops
22d Virginia Battalion, Maj. E. Tayloe: 155 Crack troops

Archer"s Brigade: Brig. Gen. J. J. ARCHER

5th Alabama Battalion, Captain Hooper: combined with 1st TN
19th Georgia, Maj. J. H. Neal: 122 Crack troops

1st Tennessee (Prov. Army ), Col. Peter Turney: 120 Elite troops
7th Tennessee, Maj. S. G. Shepard: 121 Crack troops

14th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. J. W. Lockert: 125 Crack troops

Pender's Brigade: Brig. Gen. WILLIAM D. PENDER

16th North Carolina, Lieutenant-Colonel Stowe: 202 Crack troops
22d North Carolina, Maj. C. C. Cole: 189 Crack troops

34th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. J. McDowell: 161 Crack troops
38th North Carolina, CO unknown: 155 Crack troops

Thomas' Brigade: Col. EDWARD L. THOMAS

14th Georgia, Col. R. W. Folsom: 157 Veteran troops

35th Georgia, CO unknown: 190 Veteran troops

45th Georgia, Maj. W. L. Grace: 178 Veteran troops

49th Georgia, Lieut. Col. S. M. Manning: 209 Veteran troops

Artillery: Lieut. Col. R. L. WALKER

Crenshaw's (Virginia) battery: 4 mixed guns, 89 Elite troops

Fredericksburg (Virginia) Artillery (Braxton's battery): 2 Ordnance, 79 Elteps

Pee Dee (South Carolina) Artillery (McIntosh's battery): 3 mixed guns, 86 Elite troops
Purcell (Virginia) Artillery (Pegram's battery): 4 mixed guns, 83 Elite troops

JACKSON'S DIVISION: Brig. Gen. JOHN R. JONES

Winder's Brigade: Col. A. J. GRIGSBY

4th Virginia, Lieut. Col. R. D. Gardner: 148 Elite troops

5th Virginia, Maj. H. J. Williams: combined with 4th VA 27th Virginia, Capt. F. C. Wilson: 133 Elite troops
33d Virginia, Capt. Golladay: combined with 27th VA

Taliaferro's Brigade: Col. E. T. H. WARREN

47th Alabama, Col. James Jackson: 203 Elite troops

48th Alabama, Col. J. Sheffield: combined with 47th AL 10th Virginia, CO unknown: 120 Elite troops
23d Virginia, CO unknown: 221 Elite troops

37th Virginia, Lieut. Col. John Terry: combined with 23rd VA

Jones' Brigade: Col. B. T. JOHNSON

21st Virginia, Capt. A. C. Page: 132 Elite troops

42d Virginia, Capt. R. W. Withers: combined with 21st VA 48th Virginia,
Captain Candler: 139 Elite troops

1st Virginia Battalion, Lieut. C. A. Davidson: combined with 48th VA
Starke's Brigade: Brig. Gen. WILLIAM E. STARKE

1st Louisiana, Lieut. Col. M. Nolan: 221 Elite troops

2d Louisiana, Col. J. M. Williams: 121 Elite troops

9th Louisiana, Col. Leroy Stafford: 139 Crack troops

10th Louisiana, Capt. H. D. Monier: 129 Crack troops

15th Louisiana, Col. Edmund Pendleton: 155 Veteran troops
Coppens' (LA) battalion, CO unknown: combined with 10th LA
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Artillery: Maj. L. M. SHUMAKER

Alleghany (Virginia) Artillery (Carpenter's battery): 3 mixed guns, 74 Elite troops
Brockenbrough's (Maryland) battery: 3 mixed guns, 76 Elite troops

Danville (Virginia) Artillery (Wooding's battery): 2 mixed guns, 52 Elite troops
Hampden (Virginia)Artillery (Caskie's battery): 1 10-lb Parrott, 32 Veteran troops
Lee (Virginia) Battery (Raine's battery): 2 Ordnance, 54 Elite troops

Rockbridge (Virginia) Artillery (Poague's battery): 1 10-Ib Parrott, 39 Elite

troops

HILL'S DIVISION: Maj. Gen. DANIEL H. HILL

Ripley's Brigade: Brig. Gen. ROSWELL S. RIPLEY

4th Georgia, Col. George Doles: 320 Veteran troops

44th Georgia, Capt. Key: 162 Veteran troops

1st North Carolina, Lieut. Col. H.A. Brown: 410 Veteran troops
3d North Carolina, Col. William L. De Rosset: 547 Trained troops

Rodes' Brigade: Brig. Gen. R. E. RODES

3d Alabama, Col. C. A. Battle: 144 Elite troops
5th Alabama. Maj. E. L. Hobson: 150 Elite troops
6th Alabama, Col. J. B. Gordon: 165 Elite troops
12th Alabama, Col. B. B. Gayle: 172 Elite troops
26th Alabama, Col. E. A. O'Neal: 144 Elite troops

Garland's Brigade: Col. D. K. McRAE

5th North Carolina, Capt. T. M. Garrett: 197 Veteran troops

12th North Carolina, Capt. S. Snow: combined with 5th NC

13th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Thomas Ruffin, jr.: 143 Veteran troops
20th North Carolina, Col. Alfred Iverson: 187 Veteran troops

23d North Carolina, Col. D. H. Christie: 225 Trained troops

Anderson's Brigade: Brig. Gen. GEORGE B. ANDERSON
2d North Carolina, Col. C. C. Tew: 255 Elite troops

4th North Carolina. Col. Bryan Grimes: 194 Elite troops
14th North Carolina, Col. R. T. Bennett: 523 Veteran troops
30th North Carolina, Col. F. M. Parker: 250 Elite troops

Colquitt's Brigade: Col. A. H. COLQUITT

13th Alabama, Col. B. D. Fry: 310 Crack troops

6th Georgia, Lieut. Col. J.M. Newton: 261 Crack troops
23d Georgia, Col. W. P. Barclay: 282 Veteran troops
27th Georgia, Col. L. B. Smith: 287 Veteran troops
28th Georgia, Maj. T. Grayhbill: 180 Veteran troops

Artillery: Major PIERSON

Hardaway's (Alabama) battery, Capt. R. A. Hardaway: 3 mixed guns, 64 Crack troops
Jeff Davis (Alabama) Artillery, Capt. J. W. Bondurant: 4 mixed guns, 72 Crack troops
Jones' (Virginia) battery, Capt. William B. Jones: 4 6-lb Smoothbores, 69 Veteran troops
King William (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. T. H. Carter: 5 mixed guns, 87 Veteran troops

RESERVE ARTILLERY: Brig. Gen. WILLIAM N. PENDLETON

Cutts' Battalion: Lieut. Col. A. S. CUTTS Blackshears' (Georgia) battery: 5 6-lb Smoothbores, 88 Veteran troops
Irwin (Georgia) Artillery (Lane's battery): 4 mixed guns, 65 Veteran troops

Lloyd's (North Carolina) battery: 3 6-lb Smoothbores, 58 Green troops

Patterson's (Georgia) battery: 6 mixed guns, 95 Veteran troops

Ross' (Georgia) battery: 4 mixed guns, 71 Veteran troops

Jones' Battalion: Maj. H. P. JONES

Morris (Virginia) Artillery (R. Page's battery): 4 6-lb Smoothbores, 81 Crack troops
Orange (Virginia) Artillery (Peyton's battery): 5 mixed guns, 87 Veteran troops
Turner's (Virginia) battery: 4 6-lb Smoothbores, 58 Crack troops

Wimbish's (Virginia) battery: 3 6-lb Smoothbores, 41 Crack troops

Miscellaneous:
Cutshaw's (Virginia) battery: 1 Ordnance, 30 Veteran troops

CAVALRY: Maj. Gen. JAMES E. B. STUART

Hampton's Brigade: Brig. Gen. WADE HAMPTON

1st North Carolina, Col. L. S. Baker: 237 Veteran troops

2d South Carolina, Col. M. C. Butler: 258 Trained troops

10th Virginia, CO unknown: 235 Veteran troops

Cobb's (Georgia) Legion, Lieut. Col. P. Young: combined with JD Legion Jeff.
Davis Legion, Lieut. Col. W. T. Martin: 154 Crack troops

Lee's Brigade: Brig. Gen. FITZ. LEE
1st Virginia, Lieut. Col. L. Tiernan Brien: 219 Elite troops
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3d Virginia, Lieut. Col. John T. Thornton: 234 Elite troops
4th Virginia, Col. Williams C. Wickham: 214 Elite troops
5th Virginia, Col. T. L. Rosser: 208 Elite troops

9th Virginia, Col. W.H.F. Lee: 229 Elite troops

Robertson's Brigade: Col. THOMAS T. MUNFORD

2d Virginia, Lieutenant-Colonel Burks: 179 Elite troops
7th Virginia, Capt. S. B. Myers: 214 Crack troops

12th Virginia, Col. A. W. Harman: 223 Crack troops
17th Virginia Battalion: 120 Veteran troops

HORSE ARTILLERY: Capt. JOHN PELHAM

Chew's (Virginia) battery: 3 Ordnance, 63 Elite troops
Hart's (South Carolina) battery: 4 Ordnance, 74 Elite troops
Pelham's (Virginia) battery: 6 mixed guns, 87 Elite troops
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